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YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED BY RADIO
Professor Hilton on November 19th, 1936, from the B.B.C. broadcast a warning. The warning was to the effect tha t while there are many 
really good and reliable Colleges teaching by correspondence, there are many others which are colleges by name only. He said some 
so-called colleges rented a couple of rooms in a large building in a well-known street. Some made great promises which they did not intend 
to fulfil. Some claimed successes they could not prove. In  some cases the names of prominent men were quoted who were in no way 
connected with the working of the College.

NOW BE ADVISED BY ME
The big name of a College is no proof of its national standing. The 
Bennett College has been established over 30 years and our entire 
building is devoted to Bennett College work. No other business of 
any kind is either on or attached to the Bennett College. We have 
seating accommodation for over 10,000. We have a permanent staff 
of over 190 people on the College premises. Our Professional Staff 
have all passed their examinations, and our tutors are all experts 
in their own specialised work. We do not send out any homework 
to be corrected by tired, spare-fime tutors. All students’ homework 
is corrected on the College premises the same day that it arrives, 
and is returned by evening post. *
This College is Technical, Scientific, General, and Commercial, thus 
enabling us to cater for all requirements; this is important to Cost 
and Works Accountants, and all who have to deal with rate-fixing, 
machining-allowance, and i t  is also of great importance in many of 
the Civil Service Examinations.
This is an entirely British College. Most of our textbooks are 
written on the College premises by our own professional staff, 
especially for tutorial purposes. Our tutors specialise in teaching 
students for the examinations they themselves 
have already passed.
T H E R E  IS N O  O T H E R  C O L L E G E  IN  
T H IS  K IN G D O M  T H A T  C A N  C LA IM  

A L L  T H E  A B O V E  A D V A N T A G E S
I t  is not necessary for students to attend the 
College; we can send exactly the same tuition 
to you. by post for a reasonable fee, payable 
monthly. Anyone who reads the journals knows 
tha t there are many things advertised tha t one 
can study, and any kind of study is good. I t  is

training for the brain, but the best thing to study, surely, is a 
course specially prepared to teach your own vocation, or prepare 
you for the examination which you have in view.
Knowing tha t you are master of your job gives you self-confidence 
and personality, but a Diploma from a College is absolute proof of 
your efficiency. We have agencies in all English-speaking corners 
of the world. The nature of our business makes us keep in touch 
with employment requirements in all parts of the world, therefore 
we specialise in preparing students for the good positions which 
we know exist, and for all the worth-while examinations.
T H E  A B O V E  V A S T  O R G A N IS A T IO N  C A N  H A V E  
B EEN  C R EA T ED  O N L Y  BY  T H E  S U C C E S S  O F  

O U R  S T U D E N T S
There is a tide in the affairs of man which, if taken at the flood, leads 
on to fortune and success. There are three things which come not 
back, the sped arrow, the spoken word, and the lost opportunity. 
This is your opportunity. If it  is your desire to make progress and 
establish yourself in a good career, write to us for free particulars 

on any subject which interests you, or. if your 
career is not decided, wiite and tell us of your 
likes and dislikes, and we will give you practical 
advice as to the possibilities of a vocation and 
how to succeed in it. You will be under no 
obligation whatever. I t is our pleasure to help. 
We never take students for courses unless we 
feel satisfied they are suitable.
Do not forget that success is not the prerogative 
of the brilliant. Our experience of over 30 years 
proves tha t the will to succeed achieves more than 
outstanding brilliancy.

L E T  M E BE Y O U R  FA T H E R
Let me tell you how to make a success o f your 
career. I f  your future is undecided or appears 
unsatisfactory, let us talk it over together.
I want to help, and it will cost you nothing to 
get my help, you will be under no obligation 
whatever.

We are prepared to produce, on demand, over 
10,000 unsolicited testimonials from successful 
students, or in default we will hand over £100 
to charity.

)

D O  A N Y  O F TH E S E  SUBJECTS IN TE R E S T Y O U ?
Accountancy Examinations 
Advertising and Sales Manage

ment
A. M.I. Fire E. Examination 
Applied Mechanics 
Army Certificates 
Auctioneers and Estate Agents 
Aviation Engineering 
Banking
Boilers
Book-keeping, Accountancy, 

and Modern Business Methods
B. Sc. (Eng.)
B.Sc. (Estate Management) 
Building, Architecture, and 

Clerk of Works

Cambridge Senior School Cer
tificate

Civil Engineering 
Civil Service 
All Commercial Subjects 
Commercial Art 
Concrete and Structural 

Engineering
Draughtsmanship. All branches 
Engineering. All branches, 

subjects and examinations 
General Education 
G.P.O. Eng. Dept.
Heating and Ventilating 
Industrial Chemistry 
Insurance

Mathematics 
Matriculation 
Metallurgy 
Mining. All subjects 
Mining. Electrical Engineering 
Motor Engineering 
Motor Trade 
Municipal and County 

Engineers 
Naval Architecture 
Pattern Making 
Police, Special Course 
Preceptors, College of 
Pumps and Pumping Machinery 
Xtadio Service Engineering 
Radio Communication 
Road Making and Maintenance

Salesmanship I.S.M.A. 
Sanitation 
Secretarial Exams 
Sheet Metal Work 
Shipbuilding 
Shorthand (Pitman's) 
Structural Engineering 
Surveying
Teachers of Handicrafts 
Telephony and Telegraphy 
Transport Inst. Exams. 
Weights and Measures 

Inspector 
Welding
Wireless Telegraphy and 

Telephony 
Works Managers

I f  you do not see your own requirements above, write to us on any subject Full particulars free.

TO STUDENTS 
LIVING ABROAD

or on the high seas, a 
good supply of lessons 
is given, so that they 
may be done In their 
order, and dispatched 
to us for examination 
and correction. They 
are then sent back with 
more work, and In this 
way a continuous stream 
of work Is always in 
transit from the Student 
to us and from us to 
the Student; therefore 
distance makes no differ
ence.

THE "MOST "SUCCIfsSFUL AND M O S T  ! 
PROGRESSIVE COLLEGE IN THE WORLD.!

DEPT. 53, BENNETT COLLEGE, SHEFFIELD.

HOW TO STUDY
Tn your spare time when 
it suits YOU. You fix you r 
own time, you do not GO 
to your studies—the post
man brings THEM TO 
YOU. There is nothing 
that a class-room teacher 
can show on a blackboard 
tha t we cannot show on 
a white paper. The lesson 
on a blackboard will be 
cleaned off, but our lessons 
are PERMANENT. A class
room teacher can nut give 
you a private word of 
encouragement, but a Cor
respondent Tutor can do 
so whenever your work 
deserves it. On the other 
hand, he can, where neces
sary, point out your mis
takes PRIVATELY.
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Easing his dive, the Stumbler glued his eyes on that falling figure . . .

A  Long Complete Mystery Thriller of an R.F.C. Scout 
Squadron on the Western Front
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. . . lit up by the blazing wreckage of the tumbling Camel

THE INVISIBLE RAIDERS
Silent and Unseen, the Raiders of the Night Baffled 
Pursuit with Uncanny Ease to Sow Death and Destruc
tion within the British Lines— until the Flaming Torch  
of a Doomed Defender Revealed the Secret of the 

Phantom Squadron
By ROBERT MAGNUS

(Late of the Royal Flying Corps)

CHAPTER I
They Called Him Stumbler

T H E  m e s s r o o m  w a s  q u ie t . B e y o n d  
th e  b ro k en  a n d  p a p e r -p a tc h e d  w in 
d o w s  o f  w h a t  h a d  o n c e  b e e n  a  

p le a sa n t , c o u n tr y  c h a te a u , fiv e  e ff ic ie n t-  
lo o k in g  S o p w ith  C a m els w e r e  r a n g e d  
in  o rd er ly  fo r m a tio n . C h o ck s w e r e  a t  
th e ir  w h e e ls , a n d  th e  m e c h a n ic s  w h o  
m o v e d  b r isk ly  a b o u t  th e m , c la n k in g  
sp a n n e r s , co u ld  b e  h ea rd  w h is t l in g  in  
d is ta n t  c h e e r fu ln e ss .

B e y o n d  th e  C a m els  w a s  a  v a s t  s tr e tc h  
o f  w a r m  s k y  fa d in g  y e l lo w  w ith  th e  
d ea th  o f  th e  su m m e r  a fte r n o o n . O c c a 
s io n a lly  th e r e  c a m e  a  g r u m b le  o f  g u n fir e

— a n  a lm o s t  im p e r c e p tib le  c o n c u ss io n  
w h ic h  c a u se d  t in y  r ip p les  w ith in  th e  
te a c u p s  o n  th e  m e s s  ta b le .

O th er w ise , a ll w a s  p e a c e .
T h e  m e n  a r o u n d  th e  ta b le  m u n c h e d  

b rea d  a n d  j a m , sm o k e d  o v e r  e m p ty  
p la te s , r e -r e a d  w e e k -o ld  le tte r s  or p a tr i
a r c h a l n e w sp a p e r s . A t  th e  h e a d  o f  th e  
ta b le  C ap ta in  K e n n e th  H a r d y , M .C ., 
fro w n ed  o v e r  a  c o lle c t io n  o f  b u ff c h its  
fr o m  W in g  H e a d q u a rter s  a n d  m e d ita 
t iv e ly  s c r a tc h e d  a n  e a r . A t  h is  s id e , 
L ie u te n a n t  S te p h e n  S tu m p er to n  a b se n t-  
m in d e d ly  s t ir r e d  h is  te a  w ith  a  b u tte r -  
k n ife  a n d  s tu d ie d  a  m a th e m a t ic a l  t e x t 
b o o k  p rop p ed  up  a g a in s t  a  ja m  p o t.

In  th e  e a r ly  s u m m e r  o f  1 9 x 4 , few
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p e o p le  h a d  b e lie v e d  th a t  a  w a r  c o u ld  
s ta r t . N o w , in  th e  e a r ly  s u m m e r  o f  
1 9 1 8 , n o  o n e — in c lu d in g  th e  p re se n t  
c o m p a n y — c o u ld  b r in g  th e m s e lv e s  to  
b e lie v e  th a t  it  w o u ld  e v e r  en d .

S t ill ,  l ik e  e v e r y th in g  e ls e , it  w a s n ’t  
so  bad  w h e n  y o u  g o t  u se d  to  it . L ie u 
te n a n t  S tu m p e r to n  h a d  m o r e  th a n  o n c e  
p o in te d  o u t  d u r in g  th e  la s t  fe w  w e e k s  
th a t  th e  H u n  h a d  h a d  th e  r ig h t  id e a s  
a ll a lo n g . T h e  H u n  u n c o r k e d  h is  
m a c h in e -g u n s , s e n t  o v e r  h is  “  h e a v ie s ,”  
d e sp a tc h e d  h is  s c o u t-p a tr o ls  a n d  b o m b in g  
ra id s  a ll a t  e x a c t  t im e s  ; in  b rie f, w ith  
b u s in e s s - l ik e  r e g u la r ity  a n d  m e th o d .  
T h a t r e lie v e d  e v e r y o n e  o f  w o r r y  an d  
a n x ie ty .  I t  e n c o u r a g e d  a  m a n  to  m a k e  
h im s e lf  a t  h o m e  a n d  ta k e  a n  in te r e s t  
in  a  jo b  th a t  w a s  o b v io u s ly  a  p e r m a n e n c y .

L ie u te n a n t  S tu m p e r to n ’s  c o n fid e n c e  in  
th e  G erm a n  s e n se  o f  o rd er , h o w e v e r , w a s  
d u e  to  b e s h a k e n .
“ ■ \^ O U  k n o w ,”  sa id  C ap ta in  H ard y , 

I  su d d e n ly  s it t in g  b a c k  fro m  h is  
p a p ers , “  Y o u  k n o w , S tu m b le r , th is  is  
q u eer . I a lw a y s  sa id  y o u  c o u ld  n e v e r  tr u st  
F r itz . H e ’s  u p  to  s o m e  m o n k e y -tr ic k  
or o t h e r .”

“  U m  ? ”  a sk e d  th e  S tu m b ler , w h o  
h a d  e a r n e d  h is  n ic k n a m e  b y  r e a so n  o f  
c e r ta in  li t t le  p e c u lia r it ie s  o f  d ep o r tm e n t. 
“  E h  ? ”

H e  lo o k e d  up  w ith  a  d is ta n t  e x p r e ss io n .  
T o m a r k  h is  p la c e , h e  p la c e d  th e  en d  o f  
th e  d r ip p in g  b u tte r -k n ife  a g a in s t  a  lin e  
in  th e  b o o k  w h ic h  reco rd ed  a  p a r tic u la r ly  
k n o tty  p o in t  in  th e  g r a v ita t io n a l c a lc u la 
t io n s  o f  th e  s c ie n t is t  N e w to n . T h e  n o t-  
u n n a tu r a l r e su lt  w a s  th a t  th e  ja m  p o t  
to p p led  o v e r  a n d  a  s t ic k y  m a s s  o f  p lu m -  
a n d -a p p le  in v a d ed  th e  c lo th .

“  W h a t ’s  th a t  ? ”  a sk e d  th e  S tu m b ler . 
“  O h , I ’m  so rry — o h , d a m n - - - - ! ”

IJe m a d e  a  g ra b , in  w h ic h  h e  su c c e e d e d  
in  p u sh in g  th e  te x tb o o k  in to  th e  sp ilt  
ja m  a n d  k n o c k in g  o v e r  a  m ilk  ju g .  
H is  c o m r a d e  o n  th e  o p p o s ite  s id e  o f  th e  
ta b le  h e a v e d  u p  c u r s in g , a n d  s ta g g e r e d  
o u t  o f  th e  w a y  o f  th e  w h ite  s tr e a m  th a t  
sw e p t o v e r  th e  ta b le -e d g e .

“  Y o u  s tu m b lin g , a w k w a r d , d a n g e r o u s, 
fu m b le -f in g e r e d - - - - ”  h e  sp lu tte red .

“  S o rry , W il l ie ,”  g a sp e d  th e  S tu m b ler .

“  H e re , w a it  a  m in u te — * K is s m e ,’ h o ld  
th is  fo r  a  m in u te . I ’ll m o p  u p . I ’v e  g o t  
a  h a n d k e r c h ie f  s o m e w h e r e - - - - ”

H e  th r u st  a  ja m -c o v e r e d  te x tb o o k  
in to  C ap ta in  H a r d y ’s  n e r v e le s s  h a n d s .  
H e  h e a v e d  u p — a n d  c a u g h t  h is  k n e e s  
u n d e r  th e  ta b le  so  th a t  C ap ta in  H a r d y ’s  
cu p  sp u n  a n d  c a ta r a c te d  in to  its  sa u c e r .

A c c o r d in g  to  K in g ’s  R e g u la t io n s , p er 
s o n a l c o m b a t b e tw e e n  c o m m is s io n e d  
o ffic e r s , e sp e c ia lly  b e tw e e n  a n  o fficer  
a n d  h is  su p e r io r , is  a  c r im e  o f  th e  first  
o rd er . If K in g ’s  R e g u la t io n s  a r e  to  be  
ta k e n  se r io u s ly , C ap ta in  H a r d y  b e c a m e  
a  c r im in a l.

H e  s la m m e d  th e  ja m -c o v e r e d  b o o k  
o n  to  th e  b a c k  o f  th e  S tu m b le r ’s  h e a d . 
H e  ju m p e d  a s id e  a n d  y e lle d  o rd ers, 
g r a b b in g  th e  S tu m b le r  by  th e  w a is t .  
T h e  o th e r  m e m b e r s  o f  th a t  h ith e r to -  
p e a c e fu l te a -p a r ty  fe ll u p o n  th e  S tu m b ler  
fr o m  d iffere n t d ir e c t io n s , carr ied  h im  
b o d ily  a c r o ss  th e  M ess , k ic k e d  th e  d oor  
o p e n , a n d  d ep o sited  h im  w ith  a  d u ll th u d  
o u ts id e .

S in g u la r ly  a n d  c o l le c t iv e ly , h is  se n io r  
a n d  b ro th er  o fficers  th e r e u p o n  d ared  h im  
to  r e tu r n . T h e y  sa id  h e  w a s n ’t  sa fe .  
T h e y  sa id  h e ’d n e v e r  b e e n  a b le  to  w a lk  
th r o u g h  a n y  r o o m  w ith o u t  c a tc h in g  h is  
f e e t  in  th e  fu r n itu r e  a n d  h a lf  w r e c k in g  
th e  p la c e . T h e y  to ld  e a c h  o th e r  th a t  h e  
o u g h t  to  b e m a d e  to  e a t  a lo n e  in  a  r o o m  
d e s ig n e d  o n  th e  lin e s  o f  a  b o m b -sh e lte r ,  
w ith  ta b le  a p p o in tm e n ts  th a t  c o u ld  b e  
sc r e w e d  d o w n .

A  ja m m y  b o o k  c a m e  o u t  o f  th e  d oor, 
b o u n c e d  o n  th e  S tu m b le r ’s  h ea d , a n d  th e  
d o o r  s h u t  w ith  a  b a n g . T h e  S tu m b ler  
c r a w le d  a w a y . S a d ly , h e  r e tr iev ed  h is  
b e lo v e d  te x tb o o k  a n d  m e d ita te d  u p o n  th e  
h a r sh  w a y s  o f  in to le r a n t  m a n k in d .

H e  m ig h t  h a v e  m e d ita te d  m o r e  p ro fit
a b ly  o n  th e  s tr a n g e  c o n tr a d ic tio n  o f  h is  
o w n  c h a r a c te r , w h e r e b y  th a t  fa u lt  o f  
a b se n t-m in d e d  a w k w a r d n e ss  c o m p le te ly  
v a n is h e d  fro m  h im  o n c e  h e  w a s  in  th e  a ir , 
a n d  le f t  h im  o n e  o f  th e  f in e s t  p ilo ts  o f  a  
f ig h t in g  C am el o n  th e  W e s te r n  F r o n t.

A c tu a lly ,  th e  s e c r e t  w a s  a  s im p le  o n e ,  
a c c o r d in g  to  m o d e r n -d a y  s ta n d a rd s  o f  
p sy c h o lo g y . Y ou r b o rn  s tu d e n t  is  o n e  
w h o  c o n c e n tr a te s  c o m p le te ly  o n  th e  th in g s  
th a t  in te r e s t  h im  m o s t .  H e  v ie w s  th e
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r e s t  o f  l i f e  w ith  o n ly  a b o u t  f iv e  p er  c e n t ,  
o f  h is  c o n s c io u s  b ra in .

T h e  S tu m b le r  w a s  in te r e s te d  in  f ly in g ,  
a n d  m a th e m a t ic s .  B e in g  y o u n g  a n d  
h e a lth y , h e  h a d  a n o th e r  in te r e s t  w h ic h  
to o k  u p  o n ly  a  v e r y  s m a ll p a rt o f  h is  
c o n s c io u s n e s s . H e  c a lled  it  a r t , a n d  h is  
id e a s  on  th a t  m u c h  m isu se d  w o rd  w e r e  
s im p le , a n d  la r g e ly  co n fin e d  to  th e  m o r e  
d e c o r a t iv e  o f  P a r is ia n  jo u r n a ls  a n d  th e  
a r t is t ic  in s p ir a t io n s  o f  K ir c h n e r . B u t ,  
a t th e  m o m e n t , h is  h a ir  w a s  fu ll o f  ja m  
a n d  h is  v o c a b u la r y  w a s  th e  m o s t  a r t is t ic  
th in g  a b o u t h im  a s  h e  h e a v e d  h im s e lf  to  
h is  fe e t .

A n d  th e n  h e  c a u g h t  s ig h t  o f  th e  
s e r g e a n t  w ith  th e  m a il .

L ie u te n a n t  S tu m p e r to n  fo r g o t  th e  
h a r sh n e s s  o f  h is  c o m r a d e s , th e  W a r ,  
th e  m e n t io n  o f  s o m e  G erm a n  tr ic k in e s s  
h e  v a g u e ly  r e m e m b e r e d  s o m e o n e  ta lk in g  
a b o u t. H e  g a v e  a  w ild  w h o o p  o f  jo y  
a n d  m a d e  a  d e lig h te d  p lu n g e .

B u t  th e  s e r g e a n t  k n e w  h im  o f  o ld , 
a n d  b a ck ed  h u r r ie d ly  a g a in s t  a  w a ll  fo r  
e x tr a  su p p o rt.

CHAPTER II 
Fighters of the Night

TH E  P a tr o l E m e r g e n c y  C all c a u g h t  th e  
S tu m b le r  p o a c h in g . H is  m a il  h a d  

b e e n  a  m ix tu r e  o f  a r t  a n d  u t i l i t y — a  
r o lle d -u p  c o p y  o f  a n  il lu s tr a te d  w e e k ly  
fr o m  a  b o o k se lle r  in  P a r is  a n d  a  c ir c u la r  
fr o m  h is  o ld  te c h n ic a l  c o lle g e  a t  h o m e .  
In  h is  c o m r a d e s ’ p re se n t p la y fu l m o o d  
th e  S tu m b ler  k n e w  th a t  it  w o u ld  b e  
h ig h ly  d a n g e r o u s  to  b e s e e n  r e a d in g  th e  
fir st, e ith e r  in  th e  a n te r o o m  or in  o n e  
o f  th e  s le e p in g  h u ts . I t  w a s  a  jo u r n a l  
v e r y  p o p u la r  w ith  a ll  r a n k s . T h e  s e c o n d  
h e  c o u ld  h a v e  rea d  a n y w h e r e  w ith o u t  th e  
s l ig h te s t  r isk  o f  a n y o n e  ta k in g  it  a w a y  
fro m  h im .

A r t , h o w e v e r , co n q u e r e d  h im  fo r  th e  
m o m e n t . H e  s o u g h t  th e  s a fe s t  p la c e  
p o ss ib le — C apta in  H a r d y ’s  o w n  sa c r e d  
c h a ir  in  C ap ta in  H a r d y ’s  a lm o s t  p a in fu lly -  
n e a t  a n d  t id y  r o o m  in  th e  S q u a d ro n  
O ffice . T h e  S tu m b le r , tr a n q u il a t  la s t ,  
l i t  a  c ig a r e tte  w ith  s l ig h t ly  ja m m y  
f in g e r s , a n d  tu r n e d  th e  p a g e s  o f  th e  
i l lu s tr a te d  w e e k ly .

T h e n  h e  s ta r te d  a s  th e  b r a z e n  r in g in g  
o f  a n  e ig h te e n -p o u n d e r  s h e ll- c a s e ,  b e a te n  
b y  a  sp a n n e r , e c h o e d  a c r o s s  th e  
a e r o d r o m e .

W ith  o n e  m o v e m e n t , h e  th r u s t  h is  
w e e k ly  b e n e a th  a  la r g e  r e c o r d s-b o o k  on  
th e  c a p ta in ’s  d e sk , c r o sse d  th e  r o o m , 
a n d  d ep a rted  o u t  o f  th e  d oor a s  su d d e n ly  
a s  h e  h a d  le f t  th e  m e s s  o n ly  a  q u a rter  
o f  a n  h o u r  e a r lie r . H e  c a n n o n e d  in to  a  
r u n n in g  o rd er ly  a n d  s e n t  th e  m a n  f ly in g . 
S ta g g e r in g , h e  ra ced  o n  in to  h is  o w n  
h a n g a r  a n d  gra b b ed  d o w n  a  S id co t su it  
a n d  h e lm e t  w ith  su c h  fo r c e  th a t  th e  
e n tir e  h o o k -p a n e l c a m e  a d r ift  fr o m  its  
m o o r in g s  a n d  d ep o sited  e v e r y th in g  it  
ca rr ied  o n  to  th e  m u d d y  flo o r .

T h e  p ilo ts  c a m e  r a c in g  in  a s  th e  S tu m 
b ler  h o p p ed  a n d  d a n c e d  o u t , tr y in g  to  
sc r a m b le  in to  h is  s u it  w h ile  h e  ra n . 
H e  m a n a g e d  to  h op  o n  to  o n e  o f  C ap ta in  
H a r d y ’s  fe e t , a n d  le f t  th a t  g a lla n t  w a rr io r  
g iv in g  a  sp ir ite d  im ita t io n  o f  a  s to r k  
w h ile  th e  re s t  o f  th e  p ilo ts  m ille d  r o u n d  
a n d  cu rsed  q u ite  fr ig h tfu lly  a s  th e y  tr ied  
to  find th e ir  o w n  g e a r  a m o n g s t  th e  fa lle n  
ju m b le .

L ie u te n a n t  S tu m p e r to n  w a s  fir st in  
h is  m a c h in e , h e lm e te d , b e lte d -u p  a n d  
r e a d y  to  ta k e -o f f .  H e  fe lt  a  p le a sa n t  
g lo w  o f  v ir tu e  a s  h e  s a w  h is  r e sp ec te d  
le a d e r  lim p  to  th e  fr o n t m a c h in e  a n d  
c la m b e r  u p , fe v e r is h ly  a t  w o r k  w ith  
b u c k le s  a n d  b u tto n s . T h en  th e  f lig h t  
w a s  a w a y , s tr e a k in g  a c r o ss  th e  d u sk y  
a e r o d r o m e  a n d  r is in g  in  a  g r a c e fu l c u r v e ,  
w h ile  d e a fe n e d  m e c h a n ic s  s ta g g e r e d  b e 
lo w  a n d  h u n c h e d  th e ir  sh o u ld e r s  a g a in s t  
a  g a le .

C apta in  H a r d y  in  th e  le a d in g  m a c h in e  
w r ig g le d  p a r a ly se d  to e s  a t  th e  en d  o f  a  
d e a d en ed  fo o t , a n d  m a d e  th e  so r t  o f  
r e m a r k s  th a t  sh o u ld  n e v e r  b e a llo w e d  
n e a r  a  n a k e d  f la m e . H e  g la n c e d  to  th e  
le f t  a n d  b e h e ld  W il l ie  W ilso n  s to lid ly  
in  h is  p la c e  a t  N o . 2 . H e  s h o t  a  h o m ic id a l  
g la n c e  to  th e  r ig h t  w h e r e  th e  S tu m b ler  
w a s  s lo g g in g  a lo n g  w ith  c h e e r fu l e x h ila r a 
t io n  a t  N o . 3 .  T w o  m o r e  n ic e ly - tu n e d  
B .R .2  C a m els  c o m p le te d  th e  f lu k e s  o f  th e  
a r r o w h e a d  in  th e  rea r .

A  n ic e , t ig h t  fo r m a tio n , a n d  g o o d  la d s , 
a ll  o f  th e m — th o u g h t  C ap ta in  H a r d y , 
r e lu c ta n tly  a d m it t in g  to  h im s e lf  th a t  
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AIR STORMS
P u b lic  D a n g e r  N o . I ,  S te p h e n  S tu m p e r to n ,  
w a s  h a r m le s s  e n o u g h  w h e n  o n  th e  w in g .  
H a r m le s s , th a t  is , to  a ll  s a v e  th e  e n e m y .

“ B u t  I ’ll brain  h im  w h e n  w e  g e t  
b a c k  ! ”  C ap ta in  H a r d y  r u m in a te d  a s  h is  
fo o t  th r o b b in g ly  c a m e  b a c k  to  li fe .  
“  I ’ll  h a v e  h im  p u t in  a  s tr a it - ja c k e t .  
I ’ll h a v e  h is  m e a ls  s e r v e d  to  h im  in  h is  
b a th . I ’ll . . . ”

C ap ta in  H a r d y  le v e lle d -o f f  a t  s o m e 
w h e r e  a b o u t  s ix  th o u s a n d  fe e t  a n d  
su r v e y e d  th e  d a r k e n in g  h o r iz o n  w ith  a  
fr o w n . H e  w a s  lo o k in g  for b o m b e r s . I t  
w a s  a n  o c c u p a t io n  w h ic h  h a d  b e g u n  b o th  
to  b o r e  a n d  ir r ita te  h im , s in c e  it  w a s  th e  
s ix th  e v e n in g  h e  h a d  b e e n  c a lle d  u p o n  to  
ca rr y  it  o u t .

A n d  e a c h  t im e  i t  h a d  b e e n  e n t ir e ly  
w ith o u t  s u c c e s s .

“  I t ’s  fu n n y  ! ”  m u tte r e d  C ap ta in  
Hardy," f id d lin g  w ith  h is  S id c o t-c o lla r  
th r o u g h  w h ic h  a  p in h o le  o f  ic y  w in d  
w a s  p la y in g  o n  to  h is  A d a m ’s  a p p le . 
“  I t ’s  d a rn ed  fu n n y . C u tt in g -o u t  th e  
fir st n ig h t , th o se  b e g g a r s  s im p ly  c o u ld n ’t  
h a v e  g o t  th r o u g h  w ith o u t  u s  s e e in g  
th e m , if  th e  rep o rt fr o m  H e a d q u a r te r s  
is  r ig h t. W e  c o u ld n ’t  h a v e  m is se d  ’e m . 
S o m e b o d y  a t  H e a d q u a r te r s  m u s t  b e up  
th e  p o le .”

SO M E B O D Y  a t  H e a d q u a r te r s , fo r ty  
m ile s  in  th e  rea r , w a s  a t  th a t  m o m e n t  

v e r y  n e a r ly  e c h o in g  C a p ta in  H a r d y ’s  
s e n t im e n ts .

H e  w a s  a  ta ll o fficer  w ith  a  tired  b u t  
c le v e r  fa c e , red  ta b s  o n  h is  c o a t - la p e ls , a n d  
w e a r in g  a n  e x p r e s s io n  o f  v io le n t  ir r ita t io n .

“  U p  to  h is  tr ic k s  a g a in  ? ”  h e  sn a p p ed  
e c h o in g  th e  r e m a r k  o f  a n o th e r  o ffic ia l. 
“  T h e  H u n  is  m o s t  c e r ta in ly  u p  to  tr ic k s  
a g a in  I A n d  h e ’s  g o t  m e u p  a  g u m -tr e e  
th is  t im e  1 L o o k  h e r e , y o u  I n te llig e n c e  
p e o p le  h a v e  ju s t  g o t  to  ta k e  li f e  s e r io u s ly , 
fo r  o n c e . S ix  t im e s  n o w  y o u ’v e  n o tifie d  
m e  o f  f iv e  H u n  n ig h t-b o m b e r s  c o m in g
o v e r  fr o m  o n e  c e r ta in  d ir e c t io n - - - - ”

H e  ta p p e d  th e  m a p  sp r ea d  o u t  o n  th e  
b ig  ta b le  b e fo r e  h im .

“  S ix  t im e s  I ’v e  h a d  m y  b e s t  s in g le -  
se a te r  sq u a d r o n  o ff th e  g r o u n d  in s id e  
tw o  m in u t e s ,”  h e  w e n t  o n  a c id ly , “  a n d  
t h e y ’v e  n o t  so  m u c h  a s  s m e lt  th o se  
r a id e r s ’ e x h a u s t s  1 S i x  tim es- - - - - ”

H e  d rop p ed  h is  h a n d s  to  h is  s id e s  r a th e r  
h e lp le s s ly .

“  L o o k  h e r e , B a r to n ,”  h e  sa id , fa c in g  
th e  o th e r  : “  T h is  is  n o t  o n ly  s e r io u s —  
i t ’s  id io t ic . I ’v e  h a d  m y  su p p ly  c o lu m n s  
b o m b e d , I ’v e  h a d  d u m p s  b la s te d  o u t  o f  
e x is t e n c e , I ’v e  h a d  r e s t -c a m p s , ro a d s, 
r a ilh e a d s , a ll  p la s te r e d  fo r  a  w e e k  o n  
e n d . N o w  th a t  w a s n ’t  d o n e  b y  a  s q u a d 
r o n  o f  G erm a n  ghosts I  B u t  th e y  g o t  
h e r e  a n d  th e y  s n e a k e d  o ff h o m e  e v e r y  
t im e  w ith o u t  g e t t in g  a s  m u c h  a s  a  th ic k  
e a r . W ith o u t  e v e n  b e in g  seen I  ”

T h e  I n te ll ig e n c e  O fficer s h o o k  h is  
h e a d  a n d  fid d led  w ith  a  p e n c il .

“  I c a n ’t  u n d e r sta n d  it  a n y  m o r e  th a n  
y o u , s ir ,”  h e  sa id  w e a r ily . . “  O ur in fo r 
m a t io n  fr o m  th e  o th e r  s id e  is  re lia b le . 
I c a n  sw e a r  to  it . W e ’v e  g o t  r e a lly  
e x c e lle n t  m e n  th e r e . T h r o u g h  o u r o w n  
sp e c ia l c h a n n e ls  I ’v e  h a d  th e m  c o n ta c te d  
— c h e c k e d  e v e r y  r ep o rt t h e y ’v e  s e n t  
o v e r .”

T h e  ta ll  o ffice r  l i t  a  c ig a r e t te  s o m e w h a t  
v ic io u s ly .  H e  b le w  a  c lo u d  o f  s m o k e .  
H is  v o ic e  b e c a m e  a lm o s t  c a r e ss in g .

“  I ’v e  a n  id e a ,”  h e  sa id  g e n t ly .  
“  W h y  n o t  s ta r t  u s in g  a g e n ts  w h o  k n o w  
th e  G erm a n  la n g u a g e  a l r e a d y ? ”

W a r  h a s  a  c o a r s e n in g  e f fe c t  o n  th e  
b e s t  a n d  k in d lie s t  o f  m e n .

CA P T A IN  H A R D Y  h u n te d  h ig h  a n d  
lo w . H e  to o k  h is  p a t ie n t  fo llo w e r s  

u p  in to  th e  co ld  a n d  lo n e ly  w a s te s  b ey o n d  
t w e n ty  th o u sa n d  fe e t . H e  b r o u g h t th e m  
d o w n  w ith in  th e  h in te r la n d  o f  th e  
G e r m a n  b a c k  a r e a s  a n d  sk im m e d  
a ffr o n te d  a n d  s ta r tle d  T e u to n ic  h e a d s  b y  
w h a t  s e e m e d  lik e  in c h e s .

B u t  h e  fo u n d  n o  b o m b e r s .
H e  d id , h o w e v e r , fin d  o u tb u r s ts  o f  

G e rm a n  in d ig n a t io n . In  fa c t , th o se  
b e lo w  le f t  th e ir  b ed s  a n d  ra n  fo r  m a c h in e -  
g u n s , a c k -a c k s  a n d  e v e n  m inenw erfers, 
w ith  w h ic h  th e y  p e lte d  th e  S q u a d ro n  a s  
th e  d is tu rb ed  o c c u p a n ts  o f  a  su b u rb  
b r e a k  u p  a  c a t s ’ c o n c e r t  w ith  o ld  b o o ts . 
T h e  d is tu rb ers  o f  th e  p e a c e  d id  a  lit t le  
m a c h in e -g u n n in g  o f  th e ir  o w n , h e r e  a n d  
th e r e , if  o n ly  to  be c iv il .

B u t  th e y  fo u n d  n o  b o m b e r s .
G e r m a n  te le p h o n e -w ir e s  h u m m e d  a n d  

g r e w  h o t .  W a r  w a s  w a r , b u t th is  so r t
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o f  th in g  a t  s u c h  a  la te  h o u r  w a s  b e y o n d  
a  jo k e . A t  a n  a d v a n c e d  G e rm a n  a e r o 
d r o m e , p ilo ts  w e n t  r u n n in g  to  a n  e m e r 
g e n c y  c a ll  a n d  to o k  a  s e v e n -s tr o n g  
fo r m a tio n  o f  F o k k e r  D .7S  u p  in to  th e  
h a z y  n ig h t .

Y ou r G erm a n  is  a  tr u ly  m e th o d ic a l  
p e r so n . T h e  r is in g  F o k k e r s  h a d  b e e n  
t im e d -o ff  ju s t  n ic e ly  to  b e  r ig h t  in  
C ap ta in  H a r d y ’s  h o m e w a r d  p a th , w ith in  
h a lf  a  m ile  o f  th e  l in e s . H a z e  or  n o  h a z e ,  
th e y  w e r e  b o u n d  to  m e e t .

T h e y  d id — ju s t  a s  L ie u te n a n t  S tu m p e r -  
to n  w a s  b e g in n in g  to  g e t  u n e a sy .

UP  to  th a t  m o m e n t  th e  S tu m b le r  h a d  
q u ite  e n jo y e d  h im s e lf .  H is  m a c h in e  

w a s  r u n n in g  w e ll ,  a n d  it  w a s  g o o d  fu n  
p u tt in g  p a r t in g s  in  F r it z ’s  h a ir  w ith  y o u r  
u n d e r c a r r ia g e -w h e e ls , a n d  m a k in g  h im  
b u n k  lik e  b illy h o  in  h is  n ig h tsh ir t .

B a c k  b eh in d  L ille , to o , th e r e  h a d  b e e n  
q u ite  a n  in te r e s t in g  d e ta il h e  h a d  n o t  
n o tic e d  b e fo r e , fo r  th e  v e r y  g o o d  r e a so n  
th a t  n e v e r  b e fo re  h a d  h e  f lo w n  so  s u ic i-  
d a lly  lo w . B u t , n e a r  to , th e  b a ttered  
c o u n tr y s id e  s h o w e d  a  m a s s  o f  h o le s ,  
s h a l lo w  b u r r o w in g s  in to  th e  e a r th  w ith  
d u m p -h e a p s  f la tte n e d  a n d  sc a tte r e d  
a ro u n d .

“  I su p p o se  th e  p h o to g r a p h e r s  h a v e  
g o t  it  a lr e a d y ,”  m u se d  th e  S tu m b ler . 
“  S till , i t ’ll b e  w o r th  a  m e n t io n  w h e n  I 
g e t  b a c k . W o n d e r  if  K issm e /S p o tte d  it  ? 
F r itz  is  o b v io u s ly  p u sh in g  fo rw a rd  sa p s  
to  m a k e  a  w h a c k in g  g r e a t  m in e . B u t  
w h a t  a  d is ta n c e  1 M u st b e a b o u t  f if te e n  
m ile s  to  th e  l in e s  fr o m  h e r e . A n d  if  
h e  is  r e a lly  g o in g  to  p la n t a  m in e , i t ’ll  
b e  u n d e r n e a th  th e  tr e n c h e s  s o m e w h e r e  
so u th  o f  M e s s in e s .”

T h e  S tu m b le r  e a se d  h im s e lf  in  h is  s e a t .  
“  G o lly , w h a t  a  jo b  1 ”  h e  re fle c te d . 
"  T h a t ’s  c e r ta in ly  o n e  th in g  a b o u t F r itz ,  
h e  lik e s  d o in g  th in g s  o n  a  b ig  s c a le .  
W e ll,  I ’ll tu r n  in  a  rep o rt a n d — go lly  l  ” 

W ith  th e  sa p -o p e n in g s  d ro p p in g  a s te r n  
o f  h im  a t so m e w h e r e  a b o u t tw o  m ile s  a  
m in u te ,  th e  S tu m b le r  g a v e  v e n t  to  h is  
la s t  r e m a r k  b e c a u s e  h e  h a d  su d d e n ly  
th o u g h t  o f— a rt. H e  h ad  su d d e n ly  r e 
m e m b e r e d  th a t  F r e n c h  illu str a te d  p e r io 
d ic a l le f t  in  C ap ta in  H a r d y ’s o ffice .

T h e  c a p ta in  w a s  t id y  a n d  m e th o d ic a l ,

b u t h is  o r d e r ly -se r g e a n t  w a s  e v e n  m o r e  
s o .  U n le s s  th e  S q u a d ro n  g o t  b a c k  p re tty  
s o o n , th a t  s a m e  o r d e r ly -se r g e a n t  w o u ld  
b e b o u n d  to  g o  to  th e  o ffice  fo r  a  f in a l 
c le a r -u p . H e ’d sh if t  th a t  r e c o r d s-b o o k — ■ 
a n d  h e ’d fin d  th e  p e r io d ic a l u n d e r n e a th  
i t .  A n d  th a t , w ith o u t  a n y  d o u b t a t  a ll , 
w o u ld  b e th e  la s t  th a t  L ie u te n a n t  S tu m -  
p er to n  w o u ld  e v e r  s e e  o f  th e  p e r io d ic a l.

T h e  S tu m b le r  fu m e d . O n e p ic tu r e  
in  th is  w e e k ’s  is s u e  h a d  e sp e c ia lly  
c a u g h t  h is  e y e .  I t  w a s  a  d e lig h tfu l  
p ic tu r e . H e  e s p e c ia lly  w a n te d  to  k eep  
it .

W h e r e u p o n  th e  S tu m b le r  sa id  
“  G o lly  1 ”  a g a in  w ith  s o m e  su d d e n n e ss , 
a n d  je r k e d  h is  s t ic k  fo r c ib ly  b a c k  in to  
h is  s to m a c h . H e  k e p t  it  in  th a t  p o s it io n  
fo r  p o ss ib ly  tw e n ty - f iv e  s e c o n d s  w h ile  
h is  m a c h in e  m a d e  a n  a m b it io u s  a tte m p t  
to  th r o w  o ff b o th  w in g s  a n d  ju m p  o u t  
o f  it s  fa b r ic  a s  it  h ea d ed  d ir e c tly  to w a r d s  
th e  m o o n . M e a n w h ile , a  s w in g in g  b u lle t -  
s tr e a m  fr o m  a  F o k k e r  d istu rb ed  th e  
a tm o sp h e r e  a b o u t  s ix  in c h e s  b e lo w  its  
ta il .

T h e  S tu m b le r  k ic k e d  o v e r  w h e n  h e  fe lt  
h is  m a c h in e  sh u d d e r in g  a t  th e  p o in t  o f  
a  s ta ll .  B e lo w  h im , th e  tu r n in g  F o k k e r  
w a s  o n ly  th e  v a g u e s t  d iffe r e n c e  o f  
sh a d o w  a g a in s t  th e  b la c k  e a r th . B u t  
h e  th o u g h t  h e  h a d  it.

H e  c a m e  d o w n  w ith  e n g in e  o n  ju s t  a s  
a  s ta r -s h e ll  b u r st  f iv e  h u n d re d  y a rd s  
a w a y  a n d  lit  e v e r y th in g  up  in  a n  u n c e r 
ta in , f l ic k e r in g  g la r e . T h e  F o k k e r  p ilo t , 
a c tu a lly  w a s  fa c in g  it .  H e  m a y  h a v e  
b een  d a z z le d  fo r  a  s e c o n d , b u t, w h a te v e r  
th e  r e a so n , h e  d id  n o t  m a k e  th e  e a sy  
s id e s lip  w h ic h  w o u ld  h a v e  s w u n g  h im  
c le a r  o f  th e  S tu m b le r ’s  sp it t in g  gu n S .

“  D a m n  I ”  b rea th ed  th e  S tu m b ler , 
th o r o u g h ly  s h a k e n . H e  s a w  h is  o w n  
tr a c e r s  h a ilin g  o u t  in  a  th in , u n c e r ta in  
l in e , s a w  th e m  sp a tte r  th r o u g h  o n e  red  
w in g -b a y  w h e n  th e y  sh o u ld  h a v e  g o n e  
s tr a ig h t  th r o u g h  th e  p i lo t ’s  c o c k p it .  
H e  k ic k e d  o n  le f t  ru d d er a n d  d e fle c ted  
to  tr u e -u p  h is  a im .

B u t  th e  F o k k e r  s h o t  ro u n d  in  a  s te e p ly -  
b a n k e d  tu rn  a n d  th e  S tu m b ler  h a d  to  le t  
it  g o  for fea r  o f  g e t t in g  o v er  th e  v e r t ic a l.  
A s  it  w a s , h e  w a s  so  c lo se  to  th e  g r o u n d  
a s  h e  f la t te n e d -o u t  th a t  h e  co u ld  a lm o s t  

i®3



AIR STORIES
h e a r  th e  th u n d e r o u s  e c h o  o f  h is  o w n  
e n g in e .

A n o th e r  s ta r - s h e ll  a n d  y e t  a n o th e r  
r o se  u p . M a c h in e -g u n s  b e g a n  to  sp lu tte r  
fr o m  a ll  o v e r  th e  p la c e . S o m e th in g  h it  
th e  S tu m b le r ’s  e n g in e -c o w l in g  w ith  a  
v ic io u s  c la tte r  a s  h e  h a u le d  u p  in to  a  
c lim b , a n d  h e  h a d  th e  v a g u e  im p r e ss io n  
th a t  w a sp s  w e r e  a b o u t.

I t  w a s  a ll  v e r y  u n h e a lth y  a n d  u n tid y .  
A  r e v o lv in g  m ix -u p  o f  m a c h in e s  a p p ea red  
d ea d  a h e a d , a n d  sh a r p , red  sp u r ts  o f  
g u n fir e  s h o w e d  lik e  s ta r s  a ll  a r o u n d . 
T h e  S tu m b le r  m a r k e d  a  F o k k e r  for a  
se c o n d  b y th e  red  g lin t  o n  it s  w in g s  in  
th e  u n c a n n y  lig h t , g o t  h is  A ld is  s ig h t  
d ea d  o n  its  ta il  a n d  p u m p e d  h e a r t i ly .

H e  m is se d  a g a in .
T h is  w a s  c r a z y  1
H e  c h a se d  th e  F o k k e r , w o n d e r in g  

w h e th e r  th e  w h o le  th in g  w a s  a  b ad  d rea m  
or n o t , a n d  w a s  c o n v in c e d  o f  it s  r e a lity  
b y  a  su d d en  th u n d e r c la p  fro m  o v e r h e a d  
a n d  a  w h is t l in g  l in e  o f  G erm a n  tra ce rs  
w h ic h  c o o le d  th e  b a c k  o f  h is  n e c k  a s  a  
d iv in g  H u n  s h o t  p a st .

U p  to  th is  m o m e n t  L ie u te n a n t  S tep h e n  
S tu m p e r to n  h a d  p r iv a te ly  b e e n  o f  th e  
o p in io n  th a t , g iv e n  e lb o w -r o o m , h e  c o u ld  
p u t a  b u rst o f  te n  b u lle ts  fr o m  a  V ic k e r s  
g u n  c le a n  th r o u g h  th e  s a m e  h o le  th e  
fir st o n e  m a d e , fr o m  a  d is ta n c e  o f  fifty  
y a r d s . H e  w a s  n o t  in  th e  h a b it  o f  ta lk in g  
a b o u t  it ,  b u t h is  id e a  o f  h im s e lf  a s  a  
p a ssa b ly  g o o d  m a r k s m a n  w a s  a s  f ir m ly  
r o o te d  a s  h is  b e lie f  th a t  th e  s tra w b e rry  
ja m  w a s  a lw a y s  p in c h e d  b y  th e  A r m y  
S e r v ic e  C orps.

Y e t  n o w  h e  h a d  m is se d . M issed  
“  s i t t e r s .”  T w ic e .

H e  o n ly  m is s e d  e te r n ity  b y  a  fr a c tio n  
o f  a n  in c h  in  th e  n e x t  s e c o n d  w h e n  h is  
c o m m a n d in g -o ff ic e r , h o t ly  p u rsu ed  b y  a  
F o k k e r  w h ic h  h a d  lu c k ily  g o t  h im  in to  
a  d iv in g  tu r n , a lm o s t  m e t  h im  h e a d -o n .  
T h e  S tu m b le r  sw e r v e d  lik e  a  p u p  fro m  
a n  a n g r y  c a t , a n d  h e  c o u ld  h a v e  sw o r n  
th e ir  w in g - t ip s  c l ic k e d . T h e n , fo r  th e  
th ird  t im e , h e  s a w  a  F o k k e r , a n d  su c h  
w a s  h is  s ta te  o f  m in d  th a t  h e  p u r p o se ly  
r isk e d  c o llis io n  b y  r e a r in g  u p w a rd s  a n d  
th u m b in g  b o th  g u n -c o n tr o ls  in  h is  sp a d e -  
grip  a s  h e  y a n k e d  it  b a ck  in to  h is  c h e s t .

T h ere  w a s  a  ro a r— a p a ss in g  s t in k  o f

e x h a u s t  fu m e s — a n d  th e  S tu m b le r  h a d  a  
m o m e n ta r y  v is io n  o f  a  ta tte r e d  F o k k e r  
fu se la g e  d iv in g  p a st  w ith  it s  ta il -p la n e  
c r u m p le d  a n d  f la m in g .

CHAPTER HI 
The Order of the Court

TH E N , q u ite  n o r m a lly  a n d  n a tu r a lly ,  
th e  f ig h t  w a s  o v e r . N o r m a lly  a n d  

n a tu r a lly , b e c a u se  o u tb u r s ts  o f  in te r 
n a t io n a l f e e l in g  b e tw e e n  s in g le - s e a te r  
sq u a d r o n s , a t  n ig h t , w e r e  r a r e . E x c e p t  
in  s p e c ia l c ir c u m sta n c e s , it  w a s  ju s t  a s  
d iff ic u lt  fo r  tw o  p a r tie s  to  c o n ta c t  e a c h  
o th e r  a s  it  w a s  e a sy  fo r  th e m  to  lo se  to u c h .

T h e  S tu m b le r  le v e lle d -o f f  a n d  lo o k e d  
ro u n d  h im . H a r d ly  k n o w in g  h e  h a d  
d o n e  s o , h e  h a d  g a in e d  s o m e  fif te e n  
h u n d re d  fe e t  o f  h e ig h t . B e lo w , a  fe w  
s ta r -s h e lls  b u rst h e r e  a n d  th e r e , lo o k in g  
a s  d e p r e ss in g  a s  n a p h th a -f la r e s  o n  a n  
e m p ty  fa ir g r o u n d . M a c h in e -g u n  p o sts  
sq u a b b led  w ith  e a c h  o th e r  a c r o s s  th e  
l in e s  lik e  sq u ib s . A n d  a t  th r e e  p o in ts  
in  th e  rea r , g u tte r in g  b o n fir e s  sh o w e d  
w h e r e  m a c h in e s  h a d  m a d e  th e ir  la s t  
la n d in g s .

T h e  S tu m b le r  r e a lise d  th a t  m a c h in e s  
w e r e  f ly in g  a lm o s t  le v e l w ith  h im , a n d  
gra b b ed  fo r  h is  g u n -c o n tr o ls . B u t  th e n  
h e  s a w  th e y  w e r e  C a m els , a n d  r a th er  
fa n c ie d  th e  n e a r e s t  w a s  th a t  a lw a y s  
f lo w n  b y  C ap ta in  H a r d y . A n y w a y , th e y  
w e r e  m a k in g  fo r  h o m e . W h e r e  th e  
F o k k e r s  h a d  g o n e  h e  h a d n ’t  th e  fa in te s t  
id e a . H e  th o u g h t  o f  th o se  b o n fires , a n d  
im m e d ia te ly , by  lo n g  p r a c t ic e , ju s t  d id n ’t 
th in k  a b o u t  th e m  a t  a ll  u n t i l  h e  f in a lly  
la n d e d  o n  th e  h o m e  a e r o d r o m e  a n d  
h e a v e d  u p  in  h is  s e a t  to  c o u n t  th e  re s t  
o f th e  r e tu r n in g  flig h t.

F o u r  c a m e  in . C ap ta in  H a r d y , W il l ie  
W ilso n , J a c k  H a r r is  a n d — a n d — y e s  it  
w a s  T o m  R o y a l. H o w e ll w a s  m is s in g .

W e ll,  th e y  w e r e  lu c k y  to  g e t  a w a y  
w ith  o n ly  o n e  k n o c k -o u t  a f te r  a  sc r a m b le  
l ik e  th a t .  P o o r  o ld  D ic k  H o w e ll.  A  
d e c e n t c h a p , e v e n  if  h e  w a s  a  b it  to o  free  
w ith  ja m  in  o th e r  p e o p le ’s  h a ir . S till, 
h e  m ig h t  tu r n  u p  y e t .

T h e  S tu m b le r  h e a v e d  d o w n  o u t  o f  h is  
m a c h in e  a n d  th o u g h t  a b o u t th o s e  th r e e  
b o n fires . T h ree  F o k k e r s  d o w n e d . P r e tty
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g o o d  I H e  w o u ld n ’t  a d m it , e v e n  to  
h im s e lf ,  th a t  o n e  b o n fire  m ig h t  b e  a ll  
th a t  r e m a in e d  o f  H o w e ll . . . b u t h e  
k n e w  it, in w a r d ly , a ll  th e  s a m e .

N o w  th e  o th e r s  w e r e  a m b lin g  o ff t o 
w a r d s  th e  m e s s , w h e r e  fig u res  s to o d  in  a n  
o p en  d o o r w a y , i l le g a l ly  sh e d d in g  a  w e d g e  
o f lig h t .

“  I s a w  h im  g o ,”  c a m e  C ap ta in  H a r d y ’s  
v o ic e . “  G ot it  c le a n  th r o u g h  th e  b a c k .  
A n y w a y , I ’m  p r e tty  su r e  h e  w a s  d ea d  
b efo re  h e  fir ed -u p . . . . ”

T h ere  w a s  a n  u n u s u a l b it te r n e ss  in  
H a r d y ’s  v o ic e . B u t , c u r io u s ly  e n o u g h ,  
th e  S tu m b ler  a u to m a t ic a l ly  c e a se d  to  
th in k  o f  it ,  th e r e  a n d  th e n .

T h e  S q u a d ro n  h a d  d o n e  w e l l— tw o  
d o w n  for o n e . P ity  it  h a d  b e e n  D ic k  
H o w e ll,  b u t it  h a d  to  b e so m e o n e .  
M ig h t b e  y o u r  o w n  tu r n  n e x t . M e a n 
w h ile , if  y o u  w e r e  g o in g  to  fly  a n d  ta k e  
a n  in te r e s t  in  a r t  a n d  m a th e m a t ic s — in  
fa c t , if  y o u  w e r e  g o in g  to  r e m a in  s a n e  
a t  a l l— y o u  ju s t  c o u ld n ’t  th in k  a b o u t  
ch a p s  g e t t in g  k n o c k e d  off.

W a lk in g  q u ie t ly , th e  S tu m b ler  tu r n e d  
a s id e  fro fn  th e  o th e r s  a n d  w a s  r u n n in g  
a lm o s t  o n  t ip to e  b y  th e  t im e  h e  r e a c h e d  
th e  sq u a d ro n  o ffice . In s id e  th e  m a in  
r o o m  a ^ s le e p y  c le r k  h a lf  r o se , b u t th e  
S tu m b ler  m o tio n e d  h im  to  s it  d o w n , a n d  
w e n t  s tr a ig h t  in to  th e  sm a lle r  r o o m .

E v e r y th in g  w a s  u n to u c h e d . T h e  b ig  
r e c o r d s-b o o k  w a s  ly in g  o n  th e  d e sk , 
o p e n . T h e  S tu m b ler  sh if te d  it , a n d  s ig h e d  
w ith  r e lie f  a s  h e  d rew  h is  b e lo v e d  p e r io 
d ic a l fr o m  b e n e a th  it s  s h e lte r . T h e n , 
w ith  p e r fe c t ly  s te a d y  h a n d s  h e  l i t  a  
c ig a r e tte  a n d  o n c e  a g a in  drop p ed  d o w n  
in to  H a r d y ’s  c h a ir . H e  tu rn ed  th e  le a v e s  
th r o u g h , th e n  tu r n e d  th e m  b a c k  a g a in  
a n d  c a r e fu lly  d e ta c h e d  a  s in g le  p a g e .

T o  a n y  h e a lth y -m in d e d  y o u n g  m a n  
w ith  a r t is t ic  le a n in g s , e s p e c ia lly  a  y o u n g  
m a n  sp e n d in g  h is  m o s t  im p r e ss io n a b le  
y e a r s  a m id s t  th e  u g ly  s tr a in  a n d  h o rro r  
o f  c iv ilise d  w a r , th e  p a g e  w a s  a  th in g  o f  
b e a u ty  in d eed . I t  w a s  a  p ic tu re  o f  a  
v e r y  p r e tty  g ir l c h a s in g  a n  o r a n g e  
m o n k e y  w h ic h  w a s  s c r a m b lin g  u p  a  
c u r ta in . In  its  m o u th  th e  m o n k e y  h e ld  
a  th in  s ilk  s to c k in g . T h e  y o u n g  la d y  
w o r e  th e  o th e r  o n e . S h e a lso  w o r e  a n  
e x p r e ss io n  o f  la u g h in g  r e m o n s tr a n c e .

T h e  S tu m b le r  th o u g h t fu lly  la id  th e  
p ic tu r e  f la t  d o w n  o n  th e  o p e n  r e c o r d s-  
le d g e r  w ith  it s  in te r le a v in g  o f  c a r b o n -  
p a p ers . H e  lo o k e d  in  th e  p e n -tr a y  a n d  
fo u n d  w h a t  h e  s o u g h t .  I t  w a s  a  b r o k e n  
b it o f  G ille tte  r a z o r -b la d e . It h a d  a lw a y s  
b e e n  th e r e , e v e r  s in c e  h e  h a d  first  
rep o rte d  to  th e  a e r o d r o m e .

“  M e th o d ic a l o ld  b e a s t— K is s m e ,”  h e  
m u r m u r e d . T h e n  h e  la id  h is  c ig a r e tte  
a s id e  a n d  s ta r te d  o n  a  c a r e fu l p ie c e  o f  
c u t t in g -o u t .

TE N  m in u te s  la te r , th e  S tu m b le r  q u ie t ly  
e n te r e d  th e  h a n g a r  in to  w h ic h  h is  

m a c h in e  h a d  b e e n  h a u le d . A  m a n  w a s  
w o r k in g  o n  it  w ith  a  p a il o f  d op e a n d  a  
s tr e tc h  o f  fa b r ic , p a tc h in g  th e  b u lle t -  
h o le s  in  o n e  w in g - t ip .  F a r th e r  a w a y  
th r o u g h  th e  d im n e ss , a  c o r p o r a l-r ig g e r  
w a s  ju s t  d e p a r tin g  a f te r  th e  r e g u la t io n  
c h e c k -o v e r .

T h e  S tu m b le r  b o rro w ed  th e  d o p e 
b r u sh , d u ck ed  b e n e a th  th e  p ro p e ller , a n d  
w o r k e d  c a r e fu lly  fo r  a  fe w  m o m e n ts ,  
p a st in g  th a t  c u t -o u t  p ic tu r e  o n  th e  b la c k  
s id e  o f  h is  e n g in e  c o w lin g . T h e  m e c h a n ic  
w a tc h e d  h im  w ith  a n  a p p r e c ia tiv e  g r in —  
b u t g a sp e d  s l ig h t ly  a s  S tu m b ler  s to o d  
b a c k  to  v ie w  th e  r e su lts  o f  h is  h a n d iw o r k .

“  S orry  1 ”  sa id  th e  S tu m b ler , h e e d 
le s s ly . “  T h e r e , th a t  lo o k s  q u ite  g o o d . 
M a r v e llo u s  b it  o f  d r a w in g , w h a t  ? G o lly , 
t h a t ’s  o n e  th in g  y o u  c a n  s a y  a b o u t  th e  
F r e n c h , th e y  c a n  d r a w .”

A b s e n t-m in d e d ly  h e  h a n d e d  th e  b ru sh , 
w e t  en d  first, to  th e  h o p p in g  m e c h a n ic ,  
a n d  s t ill  lo o k in g  o v e r  h is  sh o u ld e r , to o k  
h is  d ep a rtu re .

A t  th e  d o o r  h e  p ick ed  h im s e lf  u p , 
flap p ed  s t ic k y  h a n d s , a n d  sw o r e .

‘ ‘ W h a t  th e  d e v il  d id  y o u  w a n t  to  le a v e  
th a t  p a il th e r e  for ? ”  h e  en q u ir e d  
p e e v ish ly . “  M ig h t h a v e  b ro k en  m y  
n e c k  ! ”

“  S orry , s ir ,”  sa id  th e  m e c h a n ic , an d  
s t il l  lim p in g , h e  p ic k e d  u p  th e  p a il a n d  
w e n t  in  s e a r c h  o f  a  sw a b .

L ie u te n a n t  S tu m p e r to n  w e n t  a n g r ily  
b a c k  to  h is  h u t  to  c h a n g e  a n d  w a sh .  
A c tu a lly , h o w e v e r , h is  m in d , su r fe ite d  
o f  art, w a s  n o w  o c c u p ie d  w ith  r e a lity .  
H e  h ad  p u t u p  a  bad  s h o w  th is  e v e n in g ,  
m is s in g  s itte r s  l ik e  th a t . O f c o u r se , in



AIR STORIES
th e  d ark  a n d  a t  h ig h  sp e ed , g u n n e r y  w a s  
tr ic k y  ; s t i l l ,  h is  e y e  h a d  c e r ta in ly  b een  
o u t . H e  n eed ed  a  sp o t  o f  c a r e fu l p ra c tic e .

B a c k  in  th e  a n te r o o m  a fte r  d in n er , 
th e  S tu m b ler  fo u n d  th in g s  r a th er  b o r in g . 
T h r o u g h o u t  d in n er  “  K is s m e  ”  H a rd y  
h a d  ta lk e d , a n d  ta lk e d  a n g r ily , a b o u t a  
lo t  o f  m y s te r io u s  n ig h t-b o m b e r s  th a t  
k e p t  g e t t in g  th r o u g h . A p p a r e n tly  H e a d 
q u a rters  w e r e  r a is in g  a  s tr a fe  a b o u t it. 
W e ll, H e a d q u a r te r s  w e r e  a lw a y s  r a is in g  
a  s tr a fe  a b o u t  s o m e th in g , a n d  th e  
S tu m b ler , n o t  b e in g  p a r tic u la r ly  in te r e ste d , 
gro p ed  in  h is  p o c k e t , fo u n d  h is  N e w to n  
te x tb o o k , a n d  p e e v ish ly  w ip e d  a  la r g e  
s m e a r  o f  p lu m -a n d -a p p le  o ff th e  g r a v i
ta t io n a l th e o r y .

“  G o lly  1 ”  h e  m u tte r e d  to  h im s e lf  
su d d e n ly , far , far a w a y  fro m  th e  h ea ted  
a r g u m e n t  w h ic h  w a s  n o w  r a g in g  a m o n g s t  
th e  b a ttered  a r m c h a ir s . “  G o lly  th a t  
w ould  be a n  id e a  ! F ir s t -c la s s  p r a c tic e . 
B e tte r  th a n  th e  b u tts . I c o u ld  ta k e  a  
p etro l ca n  a n d  drop  it . L e ts  s e e  n o w , it  
o u g h t  to  be e a s y  to  w o r k  o u t  th e  te r m in a l  
v e lo c ity  o f  fa ll , for  a  g iv e n  w e ig h t .  . . . ”

H e fo u n d  a  s tu b  o f  p e n c il a n d  b u sied  
h im s e lf  w ith  f ig u re s .

F r o m  a n o th e r  w o r ld , a n d  e n tir e ly  
u n h e a r d  by th e  S tu m b ler , c a m e  C aptain  
H a r d y ’s  v o ic e , c r e s t in g  th e  g e n e r a l a r g u 
m e n t  lik e  a sh ip  in  a  ro u g h  s e a .

“ N o o n e ’s p ro d u ced  a  p e n n ’orth  o f  
se n se  a b o u t it y e t , ”  h e  sa id . “  O n e a ch  
o c c a s io n  th o s e  b o m b ers  h a v e  fir st b een  
h ea rd  an d  rep orted  to  u s  by  o u r  I n te ll i
g e n c e  p e o p le  o n  th e  o th e r  s id e , s o m e 
w h e r e  n ea r  M e ss in e s . B u t  th e y  h a v e n ’t 
b een  h ea rd  c r o s s in g  th e  lin e s . T h e y  
h a v e n ’t  e v e n  b een  h ea rd  a t  th e  p la c e s  
w h e r e  th e  b o m b in g  to o k  p la c e . N o  o n e  
sa w  th e m  g e t  th e r e , a n d  n o  o n e  h a s  se e n  
th e m  g o  h o m e  ! ”

“  C arry in g  s ile n c e r s  ! ”  su g g e s te d  
W illie  W ils o n .

“ A  p o s s ib i l ity ,”  sa id  H a r d y . “ B u t  
n o t  v ery  l ik e ly . Y o u  k n o w  its  th e  prop , 
th a t  k ic k s  u p  a lm o s t  a s  m u c h  n o ise  a s  
th e  e n g in e  it s e lf . A n d , in  a n y  c a se , 
s ile n c e r s  w o u ld  b r in g  th e  e ff ic ie n c y  d o w n  
so  low  th a t  h e a v y  m a c h in e s ’d  b e to o  
s lu g g ish  to  r isk  a  lo n g  f lig h t fr o m  th e ir  
b a se , far b eh in d  th e  G erm an  lin e s , o v er  
h e r e  an d  b a c k  a g a in . N o w  lis te n , I ’v e

g o t  it  s tr a ig h t  fr o m  I n te llig e n c e  th a t  th e  
r e a l b a se  o f  th o se  m a c h in e s  w o u ld  be  
k n o w n  in  th e  o rd in a ry  w a y . T h eir  
tr a c k s  c o u ld  be p lo tte d , a n d  th e  h o m e  
a e r o d r o m e  fo u n d . B u t  u n ti l  th e y  g e t  
n e a r  M e ss in e s  it  s e e m s  th a t  th e y  tr a v e l 
l ik e  g h o s ts . T h a t ’s  th e  o n ly  sp o t  w h e r e  
t h e y ’v e  b een  h ea rd  a t  a l l . ”

T h ere  w a s  s ile n c e  in  th e  a n te r o o m .  
E v e r y o n e  w a s  p o n d e r in g  th e  p ro b lem .

“  F ille d  w ith  w a te r  . . .  a  p etro l ca n  
w o u ld  drop  a t— l e t ’s  s e e , w h a t ’s th e  
sq u a r e  r o o t  o f  . . .  ”  c a m e  L ie u te n a n t  
S tu m p e r to n ’s  a b sorb ed  m u tte r in g .

W il lie  W ilso n  g r in n e d  in  h is  d ire c tio n  
a n d  th e n  tu rn ed  to  th e  rest o f  th e  c o m p a n y .

“  S e e n  th e  d e c o r a tio n  o n  th e  S tu m b le r ’s 
m a c h in e  ? ”  h e  a sk e d  c h e e r fu lly . “  I 
p a sse d  it  in  th e  h a n g a r  w h e n  I w e n t  to  
ta lk  to  th e  e n g in e -s e r g e a n t  ju s t  b efo re  
d in n e r . Q u ite  fr iv o lo u s , S tu m b le r ’s  g e t 
t in g  in  h is  o ld  a g e . B y  th e  w a y , g e n t le 
m e n , fo r g iv e  m e  fo r  c h a n g in g  th e  su b je c t , 
b u t w e  d o n ’t  s e e m  to  b e g e t t in g  m u c h  
fu r th e r  w ith  it , a n d  I s e e m  to  rem e m b e r  
th a t  th e r e  w a s  a  cer ta in  c o n fu s io n  a b o u t  
s o r t in g  o u t  o u r  g ea r  w h e n  w e  to o k  off 
fo r  th e  p a tro l th is  e v e n in g . F a r  b e it  
fr o m  m e  to  le a p  to  c o n c lu s io n s , b u t th e  
c o a t -r a c k  w a s  b ro k en  d o w n , a n d  th e  
S tu m b le r  w a s  su sp ic io u s ly  n e a r  i t . ”  

T h e r e  w a s  s o m e  la u g h te r , a n d  so m e  
s w e a r in g .

“  N o  m a n  sh o u ld  b e ju d g e d  u n tr ie d ,”  
g r in n e d  W il l ie  W ilso n . “  B u t, I th in k ,  
in  th is  c a s e , a  p rop erly  c o n s t itu te d  c o u r t-  
m a r t ia l . . . ”

A S U B A L T E R N S ’ c o u r t-m a r t ia l is  a  
t im e -h o n o u r e d  in s t itu t io n  o f  th e  B r i

t ish  A r m y . I ts  ru le s  a r e  r ig id  ; its  
d ig n ity  im m e n s e .

T h e  S tu m b ler  w a s  s l ig h t ly  d a zed  w h e n  
s ix  y o u n g  g e n tle m e n  fe ll u p o n  h im  a n d , 
b y  o rd er  o f  C aptain  H a r d y — in s ta n tly  
e le c te d  P r e sid e n t o f  th e  C ourt— b ro u g h t  
h im  in to  th e  d o ck , fo rm ed  b y  a n  u p -e n d e d  
ta b le .

T o m  R o y a l w a s  P r o se c u to r . In  a  lo n g  
a n d  d a m n in g  sp e ech  h e  c h a r g e d  th e  
a c c u s e d  w ith  e v e r y  cr im e  in  th e  ca len d a r  
e x c e p t  th a t  o f  u p se tt in g  a  c o a t -h o o k  ra il, 
a n d  in c lu d in g  h ig h  c o u r a g e  in  th e  fa c e  
o f th e  e n e m y , b it in g  a  G e rm a n  g e n e r a l,
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ro b b ery  o n  th e  h ig h  s e a s , a n d  e a t in g  p e a s  
w ith  a  k n ife .

T h e  P r is o n e r ’s  F r ien d , W il l ie  W ilso n ,  
rep lied  w ith  c o n s id e r a b le  fo r e n s ic  sk ill .  
F r o m  e v id e n c e  h e  sa id  w a s  o n ly  ju s t  to  
h a n d , h e  c o n v in c e d  th e  C ourt th a t  
L ie u te n a n t  S tu m p e r to n  w a s  in  r e a lity  
a  G reek  sa r d in e  m a g n a te  p o s in g  a s  a  
G erm a n  sp y  to  a v o id  m ilita r y  s e r v ic e .  
H e  s u c c e s s fu l ly  a v o id ed  m e n t io n in g  a n y  
o f th e  c h a r g e s  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  b ro u g h t, 
b u t p roved  c o n c lu s iv e ly  th a t  th e  p r iso n er  
w a s  in n o c e n t  o f th e  m u rd er  o f  th e  lit t le  
p r in c e s  in  th e  T o w er . H is  c l ie n t , h e  
p lea d ed , h a d  h a d  o n ly  o n e  c o n v ic t io n  
b efo re , th a t  o f  c h e a t in g  in  a n  e g g -a n d -  
sp o o n  r a c e  in  th e  B o ta n ic a l G ard en s a t  
W ig a n  in  1 8 6 2 . L et th e m  re m e m b e r , 
h e  sa id , th a t  b o y s  w il l  b e b o y s . H e  s a t  
d o w n , w e e p in g .

M u ch  m o v e d , th e  P r e s id e n t o f  th e  
C ourt sa id  it  w a s  a  v e r y  bad  c a s e . In  
th e  in te r e s ts  o f  th e  B r it ish  E m p ire  a t  
w a r , h e  sa id , h e  c o u ld  im p o se  a  s e n te n c e  
n o  le ss  th a n  th a t  th e  p r iso n er  sh o u ld  
im m e d ia te ly  p rep are h im s e lf  for a th le t ic  
e x e r c is e , a n d  ru n  tw ic e  th e  le n g th  o f  th e  
r o o m .

T h e  p r is o n e r ’s  g u a r d s  p rep ared  h im  
fo r  a th le t ic  e x e r c is e . W h e n  th e y  h a d  
fin ish e d , th e  g a sp in g  S tu m b ler  w a s  a s  
e c o n o m ic a lly  a ttire d  a s  th e  y o u n g  la d y  
w h o  d eco ra te d  h is  m a c h in e . H e  w a s  
le f t  h is  b o o ts .

P r iv a te ly , a lth o u g h  h e  h a d  g r in n in g ly  
e n te r e d  in to  th e  sp ir it  o f  th e  th in g , h e  
w a s  w o n d e r in g  w h y  h e  h a d  b een  le t o ff  
w ith  su c h  a  l ig h t  s e n te n c e . S u b s .’ 
c o u r t-m a r t ia ls  u su a lly  en d ed  w ith  h ig h ly  
a la r m in g  r e su lts  fo r  th e  v ic t im s  th e r e o f .

H e  w a s  s e t  on  h is  fe e t . H is  g u a r d s  
s to o d  a w a y  from  h im , a n d  th e  P r e s id e n t  
o f  th e  C ourt s to o d  u p  w ith  a  ra ise d  
h a n d k e r c h ie f .

“  O n ce th e r e  a n d  b a c k  I ”  h e  sa id  
s te r n ly . “  W h e n  I drop  th is  h a n d k e r c h ie f  
— ru n . N o w  I ”

T h e  S tu m b ler  s ta r te d  o ff  lik e  a  tr a c k  
c h a m p io n . In su c h  c ir c u m sta n c e s , if o n e  
w a s  s e n te n c e d  to  ru n , it  w a s  w e ll to  ru n  
h ard  an d  c a u se  n o  u n n e c e s sa r y  d isp le a su r e .

T h a t so m e o n e  h a d  tied  h is  b o o t la c e s  
to g e th e r  h e  d id  n o t  fu lly  d isc o v e r  u n t i l  
h e  w a s  to tte r in g  in  m id -a ir .

CHAPTER IV 
Stumbler Registers a Hit

BE F O R E  p a tro l t im e  o n  th e  fo llo w in g  
m o r n in g , L ie u te n a n t  S tu m p e r to n  w a s  

o n  th e  w in g . H is  n o se  w a s  r a th er  red  
a n d  h e  h a d  a n  a c h in g  ja w . O n e sh o u ld e r  
fe lt  a s  th o u g h  it  h a d  b e e n  d is lo c a te d  ; 
w h ic h , a s  a  m a tte r  o f  fa c t , w a s  n o t  far  
fr o m  th e  tr u th . F o r  th e  S tu m b ler  h a d  
p ro v ed  o n c e  a g a in  th a t  N e w to n  w a s  r ig h t. 
E v e r y th in g  w h ic h  w e n t  u p  h a d  to  c o m e  
d o w n .

W h e n  h e  h a d  c o m e  d o w n  o n  th e  a n te 
r o o m  flo o r  a fte r  th e  s u b s .’ c o u r t-m a r tia l  
o n  th e  p r e v io u s  n ig h t , th e  S tu m b ler  h a d  
v e r ily  s h a k e n  th e  fo u n d a t io n s . In d e e d , 
h e  h a d  s t il l  b een  in  a  d azed  s ta te  w h e n  a  
c o u p le  o f  g r in n in g  m e ss -o r d e r lie s  u n tie d  
h is  b o o tla c e s , sw a th e d  h im  d e c e n tly  in  
ta b le c lo th s  a n d  a s s is te d  h im  to  h is  s le e p in g  
h u t.

A fte r  so m e  c o n s id e r a b le  s e a r c h in g , h is  
b a tm a n  m a n a g e d  to  fin d  h is  c lo th e s ,  
w h ic h  th e  l ig h t-h e a r te d  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  
c o u r t-m a r t ia l h a d  le f t  d e c o r a tin g  e v e r y  
a ir y  p erch  a b o u t  th e  a er o d r o m e , fr o m  
th e  to p  o f  o n e  o f  th e  h a n g a r s  to  th e  
s u m m it  o f  th e  d r o g u e -p o s t , w h e r e  h is  
b r e e c h e s  h ad  ta k e n  th e  p la ce  o f  th e  
c a n v a s  tu b e  a n d  w e r e  ro v e  t ig h t  in  th e  
h a ly a r d s . B y  th e  t im e  th e  p ersp ir in g  
b a tm a n  r e tu rn ed , h o w e v e r , th e  S tu m b ler  
h a d  a n o in te d  h im s e lf  w ith  e m b r o c a tio n , 
c lim b e d  in to  h is  p y ja m a s , a n d  w a s  
a c tu a lly  o n c e  a g a in  a t  w o r k  w ith  h is  
p e n c il a n d  n o te b o o k .

“  G ood  m a n , B o k e r  1 ”  sa id  th e  
S tu m b ler  c h e e r fu lly . “  A ll r ig h t, s h o v e  
’e m  d o w n  th e r e . B u t  lo o k  h ere , B o k e r , 
w h a t  t im e  d o es  it  g e t  l ig h t  ? ”

“  ’A lf  p a st f iv e , s i r ,”  sa id  th e  b r e a th le ss  
a ir  m e c h a n ic  B o k e r . “  B u t  su r e ly  y o u  
d o n ’t  w a n t- - - - ”

“  F in e , B o k e r , f in e  ! ”  sa id  th e  
S tu m b ler , la y in g  a s id e  h is  pad a n d 'p e n c il . 
“  I co u ld  h a v e  g o t  it  d o n e  so o n e r  if  th o se  
c h u c k le -h e a d e d  a s se s  h a d n ’t  in terru p ted  
m e  w .th  a ll th a t  fo o le r y . J o lly  n e a r ly  
b ro k e  m y  sh o u ld e r , to o . B u t I ’v e  g o t  
it  a ll  w o rk ed  o u t  n o w , B o k er . It s ta n d s  
to  re a so n  th a t  a n y  fa ll in g  b od y  m u s t  
h a v e  a  te r m in a l v e lo c ity . I ’v e  g o t  a ll  
th e  d e ta ils  a b o u t  i t  s o m e w h e r e  a t  h o m e ,
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a m o n g  m y  p h y s ic s  n o te s . B u t  i t ’s  e a sy  
to  w o r k  o u t , a n y h o w . Y o u  ju s t  h a v e  
to  a l lo w  fo r  th e  fr ic t io n  o f  th e  a ir  a n d  
th a t  k in d  o f  th in g , a g a in s t  th e  g r a v i
ta t io n a l p u l l .”

“ Y — y e s , s ir ,”  g a sp e d  B o k e r , “ y e s ,  
s ir . N o t ’a lf  y o u  d o n ’t , s ir . I s  th e r e  
a n y th in g  m o r e , s ir  ? ”
• “  Q u ite  in te r e s t in g , i s n ’t  it  ? ”  sm ile d  

th e  S tu m b le r . “  W e ll ,  n o w , a  p etro l c a n  
f illed  w ith  w a te r  w o u ld  fa ll a t  ju s t  
a b o u t- - - - ”

H e  c a u g h t  th e  e x p r e ss io n  u p o n  h is  
fa ith fu l s e r v a n t ’s  fa c e  a n d  s ig h e d .

“  Y o u  k n o w , B o k e r , I d o n ’t  b e lie v e  
y o u  u n d e r sta n d  th e  fir st th in g  a b o u t  
p h y s ic s ,”  h e  ch id ed .

“  O h , if  i t ’s  f is s ic  y o u ’r e  w a n t in g ,  
s ir  ? ”  sa id  B o k e r  h e lp fu lly . “  T h e r e ’s  
s o m e  m e d ic in e - - - - ”

“  H o p  it  1 ”  sa id  L ie u te n a n t  S tu m p er -  
to n , a  li t t le  p e tt ish ly . “  G o o n , b u zz  o ff. 
G rea t S n a k e s , th is  is  th e  m o s t  s c ie n t if ic  
a r m  o f  a ll th e  B r it ish  fo rces  in  th e  fie ld , 
a n d  y e t  n o b o d y  a r o u n d  h e r e  h a s  g o t  a s  
m u c h  in te r e s t  in  r e a l s c ie n c e  a s  a —

H e  g ro p ed  a s id e  to  s tu b  h is  c a n d le  
o u t .

”  W a k e  m e  a t  f iv e ,”  h e  o rd ered . 
“  F iv e  sh a r p , m in d  y o u . A n d  fill a n  
o rd in a ry  p e tr o l c a n  w ith  w a te r , s c r e w  th e  
ca p  o n  t ig h t ,  a n d  p u t it  in  m y  m a c h in e ,  
b eh in d  th e  s e a t . G ot th a t  ? ”

“  Y e s , s i r ,”  sa id  B o k e r , b a c k in g  to 
w a r d s  th e  d o o r  th a n k fu lly .

“  T h en  g o o d  n ig h t  to  y o u ,”  sa id  th e  
S tu m b ler .

AT  h a lf  p a s t  fiv e  th e  fo llo w in g  m o r n in g  
l L ie u te n a n t  S tu m p e r to n  le v e lle d  h is  

m a c h in e  o u t  a t  a b o u t  e ig h t  th o u sa n d  
fe e t  im m e d ia te ly  a b o v e  th e  a e r o d r o m e , 
g r o p e d , b e h in d  h is  s e a t ,  a n d  th o u g h t  a  
lo t  b e tter  o f  A ir -m e c h a n ic  B o k e r  w h e n  
h e  fo u n d  a  filled  p e tro l c a n  ly in g  th e r e ,  
a c c o r d in g  to  o rd ers .

T h e  S tu m b le r  p u t h is  m a c h in e  in to  a  
s te e p  le f t -h a n d  tu r n . A s  h e  d id  so  h e  
le a n t  o u t  h o ld in g  th e  h e a v y  p etro l c a n  
in  o n e  h a n d . A  g lin t  o f  e a r ly  s u n lig h t  
s h o w e d  th e  p ic tu r e  o f  a n  e c o n o m ic a lly  
d r e sse d  y o u n g  la d y  d e c o r a t in g  th e  s id e

o f  h is  e n g in e  c o w lin g . H e  reg a rd ed  it  w ith  
p le a su r e — a n d  th e n  le t  th e  p etro l ca n  g o .

N a tu r a lly  e n o u g h  it  d rop p ed  lik e  a  
s to n e . T h ere  w a s  a  lig h t  w r e a th in g  o f  
m is t  fa r  d o w n  b e lo w , a  m is t  w h ic h  
e n tir e ly  o b sc u r ed  th e  a e r o d r o m e  b u ild in g s  
a n d  a ls o  tr ick ed  th e  S tu m b le r  in to  
th in k in g  th a t  h e  w a s  r e a lly  a  m ile  o r  so  
w e s t  o f  h is  o w n  h e a d q u a r te r s , w h e r e  
th e r e  w a s  n o th in g  b u t u n in h a b ite d , s h e ll-  
to r n  g ro u n d .

T h e  S tu m b le r  p u t h is  m a c h in e  d o w n  
in to  a n  e n g in e -o n  d iv e  a n d  w e n t  a fte r  
th a t  fa ll in g  p e tro l c a n  l ik e  a  p o u n c in g  
e a g le . H e  k e p t  h is  e y e s  o n  it , s a w  it  
d isa p p e a r  in to  a  w r e a th  o f  m is t , lo s t  it 
in  th e  v a p o u r , s a w  it  a g a in , a n d  le v e lle d  
h is  s ig h ts  o n  it  a s  h e  c a m e  w ith in  ra n g e .

T h e n  h e  th u m b e d  b o th  m a c h in e -g u n  
c o n tr o ls  h e a lth ily .

T h e  c a n  s t ill  fe ll w ith  a  le v e l m o tio n .  
I t d id  n o t  je r k . N o  sp o u ts  o f  w a te r  c a m e  
fr o m  su d d e n ly -m a d e  h o le s  in  its  s id es .

“  D a m n  l  ”  b rea th ed  th e  S tu m b ler  
th r o u g h  h is  te e th . B y  a ll th e  ru le s  o f th e  
g a m e , a n d  h is  o w n  p o w e r s  o f  s h o o tin g ,  
th a t  p e tr o l ca n  sh o u ld  h a v e  b een  a s  w e ll  
p ep p ered  a s  a  s ie v e  b y  n o w . B u t  it  
w a s n ’t.

T h e  S tu m b le r  cu rsed . P lu n g in g  d o w n  
th e  s k y  lik e  th is  a fte r  a  t in y  o b je c t  w a s  
d iff ic u lt  e n o u g h . T ru e , it  w a s  a  fir st-  
c la s s  m e th o d  o f  p r a c t is in g  sh o o t in g .  
B u t th e  s h o o t in g  it s e lf— w a s  a w fu l I

T h e  S tu m b le r  ro a red  • a s id e , m a d e  a  
d iv in g  tu r n  b a c k  a g a in , s ig h te d  th e  ca n  
c a r e fu lly  a n d  le t  f ly . H e  h a d  lo s t  h is  
te m p e r  n o w . H e  w a s  g o in g  to  h it  th a t  
c a n  i f  h e  h a d  to  d iv e  c le a n  th r o u g h  it.

I n s te a d , h e  v e r y  n e a r ly  h it  th e  
sq u a d r o n -o ffic e  r o o f.

W ith  a  su d d e n  a p p a lled  g a sp  h e  sa w  
th e  v a g u e  g r e y  sh a p e  o f  th e  b u ild in g  
s h o o t in g  u p  a t  h im  th r o u g h  th e  lo w  
g r o u n d  m is t . F r a n tic a lly  h e  k ic k e d  h is  
ru d d er s tr a ig h t , e a se d  h is  s t ic k  b a ck , 
a n d  c a m e  u p  o u t  o f  th a t  d iv e  w ith  w in g s  
sh u d d e r in g . L ik e  a n  e x p lo s io n , h e  sh o t  
a w a y  a c r o s s  c o u n tr y , to  tu r n  sh a r p ly  
a n d  m a k e  for a  la n d in g  o n  th e  a e r o d r o m e  
it s e lf .

M e a n w h ile , C apta in  H a r d y  a n d  a  
c e r ta in  h ig h ly -p la c e d  o ff ic ia l fr o m  H e a d 
q u a r te r s  w e r e  c o l le c t in g  th e m s e lv e s



THE INVISIBLE RAIDERS



AIR STORIES
d a z e d ly , a n d  k n u c k lin g  w a te r , d u st  a n d  
b la n k  a m a z e m e n t  o u t  o f  th e ir  e y e s .

A b o v e  th e m , th e  sq u a d r o n -o ff ic e  r o o f  
sh o w e d  a  la r g e  to rn  o p e n in g . In  th e  
m id d le  o f  th e  floor  w a s  a  sh a tte r e d  ta b le  
s tr e a m in g  w ith  w a te r — a n d  th e  r e m a in s  
o f w h a t  lo o k e d  l ik e  a  p e tro l c a n  w h ic h  
h a d  ex p lo d ed .

T h e  H e a d q u a r te r s  o ffic ia l w a s  ly in g  
o n  h is  b a c k  w ith  a  c h a ir  u n d e r n e a th  
h im  a n d  h is  fe e t  in  th e  a ir . C apta in  
H a r d y  w a s  s it t in g  w ith  le g s  o u ts tr e tc h e d  
a n d  p a p ers  in  a  so d d en  c o n fu s io n  litte r e d  
a ll  a ro u n d  h im .

“  B y  g o lly , w e  w e r e  lu c k y  I ”  p a n ted  
th e  s e n io r  o fficer , h e a v in g  h im s e lf  u p . 
“  T h a t  H u n  m u s t  h a v e  sco red  a  d irect  
h it  ! B y  g o lly , it  c a m e  d o w n  d ea d  b e tw e e n  
u s . M u st h a v e  b e e n  a  dud  I T h a n k  
H e a v e n  it  d id n ’t  e x p lo d e .”

“  Y es , s i r ,”  p a n te d  C apta in  H a rd y . 
“  Y es . Y e s , in d eed — O h — o h  y e s - - - - ”

H e  sta red  a t  th e  sh a tte r e d  p etro l c a n .  
H e  h ea rd  a  m a c h in e , w h ic h  a  m o m e n t  
b e fo r e  h a d  p a sse d  s tr a ig h t  o v e r h e a d , 
s w in g  ro u n d  a n d  c o m e  h u m m in g  in  o n  
to  th e  a e r o d r o m e . H is  b ra in  w o r k e d  lik e  
l ig h tn in g  a n d  h is  fa c e  b e c a m e  h o m ic id a l.  
B u t , ta c t fu lly , h e  to o k  h is  s e n io r ’s  a rm  
a n d  led  h im  o u t  to  w h e r e  s ta r tle d  
m e c h a n ic s  w e r e  g a th e r in g .

“  B e tte r — b e tte r  c o m e  a lo n g  to  th e  
m e s s -r o o m , s ir ,”  h e  p a n te d . “  I ’ll h a v e  
s o m e o n e  g iv e  y o u  a  b ru sh  d o w n , s ir . 
W e  c a n  c o n t in u e  o u r  ta lk  th e r e . B u t ,  
m e a n w h ile , if  y o u ’ll ju s t  e x c u s e  m e  a  
m in u te - - - - ”

“  G et H e a d q u a r te r s  o n  th e  'p h o n e  a t  
o n c e ,”  p a n te d  th e  o th e r . “ T h e y  m u s t  
c o n ta c t  th e  n e a r e s t  H .E . b a tte r y  a n d  p u t  
o v e r  a  c o u n te r -a t ta c k . B y  J o v e , th e  
H u n  h a s  c e r ta in ly  g o t  h is  s h o o t in g -e y e  in  
th is  m o r n in g - - - - ”

S till c o n s id e r a b ly  s h a k e n , h e  to tte r e d  
a w a y  to w a r d s  th e  m e s s .

CA P T A IN  H A R D Y  m a d e  s tr a ig h t  for  
th e  n e w ly  a rr iv ed  S tu m b ler , w h o  h a d  

c lim b e d  o u t  o f  h is  m a c h in e  a n d  w a s  
ta lk in g  e a r n e s t ly  to  a  s e r g e a n t-r ig g e r .

“ I ’m  g o in g  c u c k o o  1 ”  p a n te d  th e  
S tu m b ler . “ S e r g e a n t , I c a n ’t  shoot I 
I ’m  m is s in g  a ll  o v e r  th e  p la c e . D o n ’t  
k n o w  if  i t ’s  m y  e y e s - - - - ”

T h e  s e r g e a n t , a  m a n  o f  lo n g  a n d  b itte r  
e x p e r ie n c e , lo o k e d  o v er  th e  m a c h in e  
w ith  a  p ra c tised  e y e . S u d d e n ly  h e  r e a c h e d  
u p  a n d  to u c h e d  th e  fro n t p art o f  th e  A ld is  
s ig h t . I t  v ery  n e a r ly  c a m e  off in  h is  
h a n d . C loser e x a m in a t io n  sh o w e d  th a t  
it s  b a se  h a d  b een  w r e c k e d  b y  a  G erm a n  
b u lle t  o n  th e  n ig h t  b efo re .

“  Y o u  n e e d n ’t  w o r r y  n o  m o r e  a b o u t  
y o u r  e y e s , s ir ,”  sa id  th e  s e r g e a n t  c h e e r 
fu lly . “  I ’ll h a v e  th a t  c o r p o r a l-r ig g e r ’s  
str ip e s  o ff- - - - ”

B u t th e  S tu m b ler  w a s  n o t lis te n in g , for  
b y  th a t  t im e  C ap ta in  H a rd y  h a d  a rr iv ed .

“  J u s t  a  m in u te , S tu m b le r ,”  sa id  
C ap ta in  H a rd y , b r e a th in g  h e a v ily . H is  
fa c e  w a s  w e t , a n d  th e r e  w a s  s t ill d u st  
o n  h is  h a ir . “ J u s t  a  m in u te . D id  y o u  
b y  a n y  c h a n c e  drop  a n y th in g  ? D id  
y o u - - - - ? ”

“  O h , h u llo , K is s m e ,”  sa id  th e  S tu m 
b ler . “  M y d ea r  fe l lo w , I sh a ll h a v e  to  
a p p ly  fo r  le a v e  to  g o  a n d  s e e  an  o c u lis t ,  
or s o m e th in g . M o st e x tr a o r d in a r y  1 
M issed  tw ic e  la s t  n ig h t  a n d  th e n  a g a in  
th is  m o r n in g — lo o k  h e r e , th e r e ’s  n o  
d o u b t a b o u t  it .  I c h e c k e d  o n  it, r a th er  a  
b r ig h t id e a  a s  a  m a tte r  o f  fa c t . I to o k  
up  a  jo lly  o ld  p etro l c a n  fu ll  o f w a te r , 
h e a v e d  i t  o v erb o a rd  a n d  d iv ed  a fte r  it, 
s h o o t in g .”

“  Y o u  dropped  a  p e tr o l c a n  ? ”  sa id  
C ap ta in  H a rd y  in  te n se , tr e m b lin g  to n e s .  
“  L is te n , y o u — y o u — n o w  w a it a n d  lis te n  
to  m e - - - - - ”

“ Y o u  m e a n  it  d rop p ed  so m e w h e r e  
o n  th e  a e r o d r o m e  ? ”  a sk e d  th e  S tu m b ler , 
a g h a s t . “  O h, b y  J o v e , I ’m  fr ig h tfu lly  
so r r y . B u t  th e r e  w a s  a  sp o t  o f  m is t  
a b o u t. I to ld  y o u  m y  e y e s - - - - ”

B u t C ap ta in  H a r d y  w a s  v e r y  b ad ly  
s h a k e n . F o r  a  sp a c e  o f  t e n  m in u te s  by  
th e  c lo c k  h e  a d d ressed  L ie u te n a n t  S tu m -  
p e r to n  in  te r m s  w h ic h  e v e n  m a d e  th e  
se r g e a n t-r ig g e r  g a sp , a n d  w h ic h  b r o u g h t  
se v e r a l o th e r  a w e d - lo o k in g  m e m b e r s  o f  
th e  S q u a d ro n  c lo se  to  th e  sp o t. It w a s  
a fte r w a r d s  o p e n ly  s ta te d  th a t  C apta in  
H a r d y  o n ly  d rew  b rea th  th r e e  t im e s  an d  
n e v e r  o n c e  r ep ea te d  h im s e lf .  O n e o f  th e  
o n lo o k e r s  sw o r e  th a t  h is  w a tc h  sto p p ed .

“ A n d  t h a t ’s  th a t I "  s tu tte r e d  C ap ta in  
H a r d y , d r a w in g  a  m ig h ty  b re a th  a t  th e  
en d  o f  h is  r e c ita l. “ I ’m  a  fo o l n o t  to

n o
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h a v e  y o u  c o u r t-m a r t ia lle d . I ’m  g u ilty  
o f c r im in a l n e g le c t  o f  d u ty  in  n o t  h a v in g  
y o u  sh u t  up  in  a  p ad ded  c e l l ,  r ig h t  a w a y .  
I h a v e n ’t t im e  to  sa y  m o r e , n o w .”

T h e  S tu m b le r ’s  to n g u e  m o v e d  d ry ly  
w ith in  h is  m o u th .

11 B u t ,”  sa id  C apta in  H a rd y , “  u n d e r 
s ta n d  th is , S tu m b ler . F r o m  th is  m o m e n t  
o n w a r d s , if  y o u  try  o u t  a n y  m o r e  o f  y o u r  
b r ig h t id e a s  w ith o u t  m y  p e r m iss io n —  
if  y o u  do a  s in g le  th in g  w h ic h  is  n o t  in  
th e  w a y  o f  c a r r y in g  o u t  o rd in a ry  a e r o 
d ro m e d u tie s — I ’ll ru n  y o u  b a c k  to  th e  
P i lo t ’s  P o o l a s  u n fit  fo r  fu r th er  s e r v ic e .  
I ’ll ru n  y o u  o u t  o f  th e  S q u a d ro n  1 I ’ll—  
I ’l l - - - - ”

C ap ta in  H a r d y ’s  v o c a b u la r y  a t  la s t  
b ro k e  d o w n  u n d e r  th e  s tr a in . H e  m o v e d  
h is  m o u th  a  fe w  t im e s . It g a v e  forth  a  
g o b b lin g  n o is e  lik e  a  tu r k e y . T h en , 
sc a r le t  o f  fa c e , h e  tu r n e d  a n d  s ta m p e d  o ff  
b a c k  in  th e  d ir e c tio n  o f  th e  m e ss .

W h e n  h e  g o t  th e r e  h e  a g ree d  w ith  th e  
v e r y  s e n io r  o fficer  w h o  w a s  g la d  .th a t  
th e  G erm a n  lo n g -d is ta n c e  g u n  sh o w e d  
n o  fu rth er  s u p e r -e x c e l le n c e  th a t  m o r n in g .

S lo w ly  Ih e  S tu m b ler  m a d e  h is  d a zed  
w a y  to w a r d s  h is  h u t.

H e  lo o k e d  lik e  o n e  w h o  w o u ld  n e v e r  
s m ile  a g a in .

CHAPTER V
The Man from Headquarters

AS is  o f te n  th e  w a y  in  th e  c u r io u s  
m e lt in g -p o t  o f  w a r , th e  S tu m b le r ’s 

sq u a d ro n  c o n ta in e d  m e n  o f d iv e r se  te m 
p e r a m e n ts , a n d  o f  u n e x p e c te d  ta le n ts .  
L ie u te n a n t  W il lia m  W ilso n  h a d  ta le n t ,  
a s  w e ll a s  th e  S tu m b ler . M o stly , L ie u 
te n a n t  W il s o n ’s ta le n ts  w e r e  th o s e  o f  th e  
b o rn  c o m e d ia n , b u t lik e  m a n y  c o m e d ia n s ,  
h e  a lso  h a d  a  g if t  for th e  s im p le r  m a tte r s  
o f m e c h a n ic s .

W h ic h  w a s  u n d o u b te d ly  w h y , on  th e  
S tu m b le r ’s r e t ir e m e n t to  h is  h u t, h e  
o c c u p ie d  h im s e lf  in  h a lf - f i l l in g  a n  e m p ty  
p etro l ca n  w ith  lu m p s  o f  ca rb id e . T h is  
a c c o m p lish e d , h e  th e n  rob b ed  th e  S q u a 
d r o n ’s  fo o tb a ll o f  it s  b la d d er , w h ic h  h e  
sq u e e z e d  th r o u g h  th e  to p  o f  th e  p etro l ca n  
c o n ta in in g  th e  ca rb id e . W ith  e x tr e m e  
c a r e  h e  th e n  filled  th e  b la d d er  w ith  w a te r  
a n d  tie d  it s  en d  se c u r e ly  w ith  s tr in g .

T o th e  g r in n in g  T o m  R o y a l, w h o  w a s  
w a tc h in g  th is  o p e r a t io n , M r. W ilso n  
m a d e  a  w h isp e r e d  r e m a r k  a s  h e  sc r e w e d  
th e  p etro l c a n  to p  o n  t ig h t ly .

‘ ‘ N ic e  li t t le  B r o c k ’s  b e n e fit  ! ”  h e  
m u r m u r e d . “  Y o u  k n o w  w h a t  th e  
S tu m b le r  is . W h e n  w e  c o m e  in  fr o m  
p a tro l th is  a fte r n o o n , I ’ll b e t  y o u  h e ’ll 
p u sh  o ff c lea r  o f  th e  a e r o d r o m e , c h u c k  
h is  p e tr o l c a n  o u t  a n d  h a v e  a n o th e r  
s ta b  a t  h is  s h o o t in g  p r a c t ic e , in  sp ite  o f  
w h a t  K is s m e  s a id .”

“  I t ’s  a  s a fe  b e t ,”  c h u c k le d  T o m  
R o y a l. “  B u t I d o n ’t  k n o w  m u c h  o f  
th e s e  th in g s . W h a t ’s  th e  b ig  id ea  ? ”

“  T ra c ers  I ”  g r in n e d  M r. W ilso n .  
”  D ir e c t ly  h is  tr a c e r  b u lle ts  g o  th r o u g h  
th is  c a n  t h e y ’ll  p u n c tu r e  th e  fo o tb a ll  
b la d d er . T h a t ’ll m e a n  th a t  th e  w a t e r ’ll 
fa ll o u t  a ll  o v er  th e  ca rb id e . C a rb id e’s  
w h a t  y o u  u se  in  a c e ty le n e  la m p s . W h e n  
y o u  w e t  it , it  g iv e s  o ff a  g a s . In  fa c t ,  
it  m a k e s  g a s  a t  a  tr e m e n d o u s  sp e ed  so  
th a t  in s id e  a  s e c o n d  th e  p ressu r e  in s id e  
th is  c a n ’ll be te r r if ic .”

“  Y o u  m e a n  i t ’ll b lo w  u p  ? ”  a sk e d  
T o m  R o y a l h o p e fu lly .

“  I m e a n  th a t  i t ’ll b lo w  u p  w ith  a  
b e a u tifu l b u rst o f  f la m e ,”  sm ile d  W ils o n ,  
e c s ta t ic a lly . “  T h e  fir st tr a c e r  th a t  h it s  
it  w ill  s e t  th e  w h o le  lo t  a l ig h t . T h e r e ’ll  
b e o n e  b ig  w a llo p in g  b a n g , a n d  d ear o ld  
S tu m b le r  w ill  ju m p  c le a n  o u t  o f  h is  s e a t  
w ith  fr ig h t . W e ’ll h a n g  a b o u t c lo se  to  
h im  a n d  w a tc h  th e  f u n .”

L ie u te n a n t  R o y a l f lu n g  b a c k  h is  h e a d  
a n d  ro a red  w ith  la u g h te r . T h e  v is io n  
o f  th e  S tu m b le r ’s  u tte r  a m a z e m e n t  a t  a  
p e tr o l c a n  filled  w ith  “  w a te r  ”  b e h a v in g  
in  th is  u n u s u a l m a n n e r  w a s  r ich  in d e e d .

“  T h ere  w e  a r e  n o w ,”  c h u c k le d  W il l ie  
W ilso n , g iv in g  th e  s c r e w -to p  a  f in a l  
tw is t . “ I ’ll s lip  th is  to  h is  m e c h a n ic  
ju s t  b e fo re  th e  p a tr o l s ta r ts , a n d  te ll h im  
to  p u t it  b eh in d  th e  S tu m b le r ’s  s e a t .  
I ’ll  te l l  h im  to  w a r n  th e  S tu m b ler  i t ’s  
th e r e , ju s t  b e fo re  h e  ta k e s  o ff. T h e  d ear  
b o y  w il l  p ro b a b ly  th in k  th a t  K issm e  h a s  
g iv e n  p e r m iss io n  fo r  it . In  a n y  c a se  th e  
te m p ta t io n  to  tr y  h is  p r e c io u s  s tu n t  a g a in  
w ill  b e  m u c h  to o  s tr o n g  for h im  to  r e s i s t .”  

T h e  tw o  c o n sp ir a to r s  th e n  c h e e r fu lly  
l i t  c ig a r e tte s  a n d  e m e r g e d  in to  th e  w o r ld  
o f  o rd in a ry  m e n .

in
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IN  th e  S q u a d r o n ’s  m e s s -r o o m  C apta in  
H a r d y  a n d  th e  o fficer  fr o m  H e a d 

q u a r te r s  h a d  s te a d ie d  th e m s e lv e s  d o w n  
w ith  th e  a id  o f  c e r ta in  s tr o n g  w a te r s , a n d  
w e r e  d eep ly  in v o lv e d  w ith  a  k n o tty  a n d  
d iff ic u lt  p ro b lem .

“  W e l l ,”  sa id  th e  m a n  fr o m  H e a d 
q u a rters , “  y o u  k n o w  a s  m u c h  a s  w e  do  
n o w , H a rd y . B u t  c o u n te r -e s p io n a g e  o n  
th is  s id e  is  ju s t  a s  g o o d  a s  ou r o w n  o v er  
th e r e . T h a t ’s  w h y  th e  C h ief d ec id ed  to  
se n d  y o u  v erb a l o rd ers  in s te a d  o f  b y  th e  
o r d in a r y  w a y  o v e r  th e  te le p h o n e . F r o m  
n o w  o n  y o u r  sq u a d ro n  is  o n  s p e c ia l d u ty  
to  in te r c e p t  th e s e  b o m b e r s— to  g e t  to  th e  
b o tto m  o f th e  m y s te r y . Y o u  w il l  drop  
a ll  o rd in a ry  r o u t in e . Y o u  w ill  u n d e r ta k e  
n o n e  o f  th e  o rd in a ry  o ffe n s iv e  p a tr o ls .”  

“ T h a n k s ,”  sa id  H a r d y  w ith  a  s ig h ,  
“ b u t, if  y o u ’ll fo r g iv e  m e , s ir , i t ’s  a ll  
v e r y  w e ll to  sa y  I k n o w  a s  m u c h  a s  y o u  
d o— b u t w h a t  do  I k n o w  ? ”

H e  r o se  to  h is  fe e t , l ig h t in g  a  c ig a r e tte .  
T h e n  h e  b e n t  o v e r  a  la r g e  m a p  w h ic h  
h a d  b e e n  sp r ea d  o u t  o n  th e  ta b le  b e tw e e n  
th e m .

“  I k n o w  th a t  th o s e  b o m b e rs  h a v e  g o t  
th r o u g h  n o w  fo r  s e v e n  n ig h ts  in  s u c c e s 
s io n ,”  h e  sa id  g r im ly . “  I k n o w  th a t  
y o u  te l l m e  th e y  ta k e  th is  d ir e c t  l in e  
fr o m  w h e r e  w e  a re  n o w , to  L ille . I a lso  
k n o w  th a t  I ’v e  b e e n  o v e r  on  t lje  o th e r  
s id e  o f  th e  l in e  in  th e  G erm a n  b a c k  a r e a s , 
w h e n  th e  b e g g a r s  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  c o m in g  
h o m e . A n d  I ’m  w ill in g  to  b e t a n y th in g  
y o u  lik e  th a t  i f  th e y  d id  g o  h o m e  th a t  w a y  
I c o u ld n ’t  h a v e  m is se d  t h e m .”

“  I t ’s  a  q u e e r  b u s in e s s ,”  a g r e e d  th e  
o th e r . “  A n d  a ll  I c a n  te ll y o u  is  th a t  
w e  do  k n o w  th o se  m a c h in e s  to o k  th a t  
e x a c t  r o u te  h o m e . L a st  n ig h t  w e  w e r e  
lu c k y . A  p a tr o l fr o m  2 5  S q u a d ro n  
a c tu a lly  c o n ta c te d  th e m  a lm o s t  im m e 
d ia te ly  a fte r  th e y  h a d  drop p ed  th e ir  lo a d . 
T h e  b e g g a r s  w e n t  s tr a ig h t  o n , d ea d  in  
th e  d ir e c tio n  o f  M e ss in e s— b u t o u r  m e n  
lo s t  t o u c h .”

H e  s ig h e d .
“  I t ’s  d iff ic u lt  to  m a k e  h e a d  or  ta il  

o f  th e s e  r e p o r ts ,”  h e  f in ish e d . “  I d o n ’t  
l ik e  to  th in k  th a t  2 5  w e r e  m a k in g  w e a k  
e x c u s e s  fo r  th e m s e lv e s .  B u t  t h e y  sa id  
th a t  th o se  b o m b e r s  e ith e r  h a d  a  c o lo ssa l  
tu r n  o f  sp e ed , far g r e a te r  th a n  a n y  w e

h a v e  e v e r  k n o w n  b e fo r e , a n d  so  c lim b e d  
c le a n  o u t  o f  r a n g e , or  e ls e  th e y  s h u t  th e ir  
e n g in e s  o ff a n d  w e n t  d o w n  to  la n d . 
In  th e  c o n fid e n tia l rep o rt a t  H e a d q u a r te r s  
w e  w e r e  to ld  th a t  th e  e x h a u s t  f la m e s  
fr o m  th e  b o m b e r s ’ e n g in e s — th e  o n ly  
th in g  e a s y  to  fo llo w  in  th e  d a r k n e ss—  
su d d e n ly  d isa p p e a red  a lto g e th e r . A t  a  
s ig n a l fr o m  th e ir  le a d e r , o u r  sq u a d ro n  
c u t  o ff th e ir  e n g in e s  a n d  g lid e d  for q u ite  
a  w h ile .  B u t  th e y  co u ld  h e a r  n o t h in g .”

“  W e ll ,  a  f lo c k  o f  H u n  e g g -c r a te s  
c o u ld n ’t  p o ss ib ly  d isa p p ea r  lik e  a  w h iff  
o f s m o k e ,”  sa id  H a r d y  te s t i ly .  “  A n d  
th e  s to r y  o f  th e ir  c o lo ssa l c l im b in g  p o w e r s  
is  a l l  ‘ m y  e y e . ’ I t  m ust b e , th o u g h  I ’v e  
g o t  a s  w h o le s o m e  a  r e sp e c t  for th e  
e n g in e e r in g  H u n  a s  a n y o n e  e lse . B u t  
n o  h e a v y  b o m b in g  m a c h in e  co u ld  c lim b  
c le a r  a w a y  fro m  a  s c o u t  p a tro l a n d  le a v e  
it  s ta n d in g .”

H e  s h o o k  h is  h e a d  a n d  fe ll to  p a c in g  
th e  r o o m .

“ I t ’s  th is  b u s in e ss  o f  s i le n c e  th a t  
w o r r ie s  m e ,”  h e  sn a p p ed . “  I t ’s  so — so  
id io t ic . I t ’s  l ik e  s o m e  lu r id  m y s te r y -  
m e lo d r a m a — n o t  rea l a t  a ll . T h e y  couldn’t 
h a v e  s h u t  o ff th e ir  e n g in e s . I w a s  
c o m in g  a lo n g  p r e tty  lo w  o v e r  M e ss in e s  
ju s t  a b o u t  th a t  t im e . I f  t h e y ’d s h u t  o ff  
t h e y ’d h a v e  b een  b o u n d  to  c o m e  n e a r  
th e  g r o u n d  s o m e w h e r e  c lo se  to  m e , a n d  
I ’d h a v e  s e e n  th e m . I w a s  le a d in g  m y  
b o y s  a lo n g  so m e  te n  fe e t  fr o m  th e  g ro u n d . 
In  fa c t , th e  b e g g a r s  w o u ld  h a v e  h a d  to  
la n d  l  ”

H e  p a u se d  a n d  th u d d ed  o n e  f is t  in to  
th e  o th e r .

“ A n d  I c a n  te l l  y o u ,”  h e  fin ish e d , 
“  th a t  th e r e  i s n ’t  a  fla t s tr e tc h  o f  g ro u n d  
w h ic h  i s n ’t  to rn  to  p ie c e s  b y  s h e ll-h o le s  
fo r  te n  m ile s  in  a n y  d ir e c t io n  fro m  th a t  
sp o t. T h e r e  i s n ’t  a  s in g le  p la c e  n e a r  
th e r e  w h e r e  a n y  b o m b e r  c o u ld  m a k e  a  
la n d in g  w ith o u t  c o m in g  to  g r ie f .”

“  W e l l— w e ll ,  th e r e  it  is ,  H a r d y ,”  
sa id  th e  o th e r . I ’d fin d  th e  w h o le  th in g  
d ifficu lt to  b e lie v e  if  I h a d n ’t  n e a r ly  b een  
b la sted  o u t  o f  e x is te n c e  b y  a  b o m b  th e  
n ig h t  b e fo r e  la s t . W e ’v e  s im p ly  g o t  to  
so lv e  th e  m y s te r y — y o u 've  g o t  to  so lv e  
it .  A f te r  a ll , w e ’re  g iv in g  y o u  a  free  
h a n d , y o u  k n o w .”

“  N ic e  o f  y o u ,”  a n sw e r e d  C apta in
112
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H a r d y , w h o  in  h is  a g ita t io n  w a s  b e g in 
n in g  to  fo r g e t  th e  r esp ec t d u e  to  su p er io r  
r a n k . “ Y o u  m ig h t  c h u c k  in  a  p a ir  o f  
s e v e n - le a g u e  b o o ts  a n d  a n  in v is ib le  c lo a k ,  
a n d  a  m a g ic  ca rp et a s  w e ll .  I 'v e  g o t  to  
s o lv e  th e  m y s te r y  1 W h y , I ’v e  b een  
c r u is in g  a b o u t  th e  s k y  n ig h t  a fte r  
n ig h t , g e t t in g  fro stb ite  a t  a ll  a lt itu d e s ,  
g o in g  a lo n g  th e  lin e s  y o u  p eo p le  la id  
d o w n . If y o u  c a n  prove  a n y  b o m b e r  
p a sse d  m e , I ’l l— d a m n  it , I ’ll re s ig n  1 
I ’ll s en d  in  m y  p a p ers . I ’ll jo in  th e  
A .S .C . a n d  d ie  o f  a  su r fe it  o f  s tra w b e rry  
ja m  ! ”

H is  se n io r  r o se  a n d  p ick ed  u p  h is  h a t.
“  W e ll,  H a r d y , th e r e  it  i s , ”  h e  sa id  

in  a  s l ig h t ly  d iffere n t to n e , w h ic h  h e ld  
a  fa in t  re m in d e r  o f  a u th o r ity . “ I ’m  
so r r y  I c a n ’t  h e lp  y o u  fu r th er . Y o u  
w ill— er— ca rry  o n .”

“  Y es , s ir ,”  sa id  C ap ta in  H a r d y .
H e  to sse d  h is  c ig a r e t te  a w a y  a n d  

b e c a m e  fr ig id ly  p o lite . H e  fe lt  lik e  
a s k in g  w h e th e r , in  th e  u n lik e ly  e v e n t  
o f  h is  f in d in g  th e  b o m b e r s , h e  sh o u ld  
w r a p  th e m  u p  a n d  sen d  th e m  to  H e a d 
q u a rters , or  w a it  u n ti l th e y  w e r e  c o lle c te d .  
B u t h e  h e ld  h is  p e a c e .

“  G ood  n ig h t , H a r d y ,”  sa id  th e  s e n io r  
w ith  a  n o d .

“  G ood n ig h t , s ir ,”  sa id  C apta in  H a rd y .
B u t  a s  th e  d oor c lo se d  h e  s lu m p e d  

d o w n  in  h is  c h a ir  a n d  ra n  a  h a n d  a c r o ss  
h is  e y e s .

T o  th e  c e i l in g  h e  r e m a r k e d  :
“  G ood  g r ie f  ! ”

CHAPTER VI 
The Phantom Bombers

TO th e  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  d e la y e d  a f te r 
n o o n — n o w  th e  e v e n in g — p a tro l w h o  

w e r e  a s se m b le d  o u ts id e  th e  h a n g a r s  a  
fe w  h o u r s  la te r , C a p ta in  H a r d y  sp o k e  
q u ie t ly  a n d  in  a  to n e  w h ic h  w a s  far  
fr o m  h is  u su a l c h e e r fu ln e ss .

“  I w a s n ’t to ld  to  k e e p  it  a ll  to  m y s e l f ,”  
h e  sa id  f in a lly , “ a n d , a n y w a y , I c a n ’t  
s e e  a n y  s e n se  in  s e c r e c y , a s  th in g s  are . 
N o w  a ll  o f  y o u  k n o w  a s  m u c h  a s  H e a d 
q u a rters  d o e s— a s  m u c h  a s  I d o . I ’v e  
b e e n  g iv e n  a  free  h a n d , so  w e ’ll g o  to  
w o r k  a n d  tr y  a n  id e a  I ’v e  th o u g h t  u p ,

a lth o u g h  I ’ll a d m it  I d o n ’t  c o n s id e r  it  
e x a c t ly  b r il l ia n t .”

H e n o d d ed  to  W il l ie  W ilso n .
“  Y o u ’ll ta k e  c h a r g e  o f  th is  p a tr o l ,”  

h e  sa id . “  Y o u ’ll g e t  u p  a s  h ig h  a s  y o u  
c a n , a n d  w h e n  y o u  r e a c h  th e  c e i l in g  y o u ’ll 
s ta y  th e r e  a s  lo n g  a s  y o u r  ju ic e  la s ts .  
R o y a l, y o u  o p era te  a b o u t  fo u r  th o u sa n d  
fe e t  lo w e r  th a n  W ils o n . H a r r is , y o u r  
p la c e  is  a b o u t  fo u r  th o u s a n d  fe e t  lo w e r  
th a n  t h a t .”

H e  g la n c e d  to w a r d s  th e  S tu m b ler .
“  Y o u r  p la ce  w ill  b e a t  a  h e ig h t  o f  

a b o u t  th r e e  or fo u r  th o u sa n d  fe e t  fr o m  
th e  g r o u n d ,”  h e  sa id  sh o r t ly . “  B e c a u se  
y o u  h a v e n ’t g o t  to  c lim b , y o u ’ll h a v e  th e  
lo n g e s t  o u tw a r d  r a n g e  o f  a n y . Go a s  far  
a s  y o u  c a n  b e fo re  tu r n in g  b a c k  a n d  g o  
d o w n  lo w  from  t im e  to  t im e .”

H e  p la n ted  h is  h a n d s  o n  h is  h ip s .
“  T h a t m a k e s  a  r e a so n a b le  k in d  o f  

la d d er , a n d  if  a n y  H u n  b o m b e rs  m a n a g e  
to  s lip  th r o u g h  th e  r u n g s  a n y w h e r e , o n e  
or o th e r  o f  y o u  w il l  b e b o u n d  to  s e e  
t h e m ,”  h e  fin ish e d . “  K e ep  y o u r  e y e s  
o p e n . I sh a ll b e fo llo w in g  b eh in d . I ’ll 
ta k e  a  m id d le  c o u r se  a t  ro u n d  a b o u t  
e ig h t  th o u sa n d . In  fa c t , I sh a ll d o d g e  
u p  a n d  d o w n . A ll  r ig h t n o w , g e t  g o in g .”

T h e  p ilo ts  tu r n e d  a w a y  to  th e ir  
m a c h in e s , b u t a s  th e y  d id  so , W il l ie  
W ilso n  w in k e d  a t  T o m  R o y a l.

“  I t ’s  a ll  s e t , ”  h e  b rea th ed . “  I s a w  
th e  S tu m b le r ’s  m e c h a n ic  ju s t  n o w  a n d  
h a n d e d  h im  th a t  p e tro l c a n . T h e  m o o n  
w ill  b e  up  in  a  l i t t le  w h ile  an d  I ’ll b e t  
y o u  o ld  S tu m b ler  w o n ’t  b e  a b le  to  r e s is t  
ta k in g  a  fe w  p o t  s h o ts ,  s o m e w h e r e  
a r o u n d  h e r e , w h e n  h e  g e ts  b a c k . W e ’ll  
h a v e  to  la n d  b e fo re  h e  d o es , o f  c o u r se —  
b u t if  w e  d o n ’t  s e e  f ir e w o r k s  h a p p e n in g  
som ew here^ - - - - ’ ’

S m o th e r e d  la u g h te r  r o se  fro m  b e tw e e n  
th e  tw o . T h r o u g h  th e  ra p id ly  d e e p e n in g  
tw il ig h t  th e y  w e n t  to  th e ir  w a it in g  
m a c h in e s , a n d  in  a  m in u te  or  so  w e r e  
r o a r in g  a w a y  off th e  g ro u n d .

B u t  L ie u te n a n t  S te p h e n  S tu m p er to n  
w a s  le s s  fo r tu n a te . W h e n  h e  r e a c h e d  
h is  m a c h in e  h e  fo u n d  a  sq u a re  b o a rd  
h a n g in g  o n  its  p ro p e ller  b o ss— a b o a rd  
c a r r y in g  th e  w o r d  “  T E S T  ”  in  red  
p a in t . L ik e  m a n y  a e r o d r o m e s  ru n  b y  
a  c o m m a n d e r  w ith  a  p a ss io n  for o r d e r li-
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n e s s ,  th is  o n e  w a s  su b je c t  to  cer ta in  
v e r y  s e n s ib le  ru le s , n o t  th e  le a s t  im p o r 
ta n t  o f  w h ic h  w a s  a  r u le  fo rb id d in g  a n y  
m a c h in e  to  b e ta k e n  s tr a ig h t  o ff, on  an  
a c t io n  p a tro l, a fte r  a n y  k in d  o f  rep a ir , 
u n le s s  it  h a d  first b een  su b je c te d  to  a  te s t  
f lig h t .

‘ ‘ Y ou  n e e d n ’t  w o r r y  a b o u t  y o u r  e y e s , 
s i r ,”  g r in n ed  th e  se r g e a n t-r ig g e r , c o m in g  
u p  a s  th e  S tu m b ler  p a u sed . “  T h a t s ig h t  
p in  w a s  n e a r  k n o c k e d  o ff— a n d  I very  
n ea r  k n o c k e d  off th e  c o r p o r a l’s b lo ck  
for n o t  h a v in g  s e e n  it  w h e n  h e  m a d e  
h is  te s t  y e s te r d a y .”

“  O h, g o o d ,”  b rea th ed  th e  S tu m b ler . 
“  G ood , th a t 's  f in e . T h a t  r e lie v e s  m e  a  
lo t .  B u t— b u t I ’m  su p p o sed  to  b e ta k in g  
o ff o n  p a tro l, s tr a ig h t  a w a y . I c a n ’t
h a n g  a b o u t a n d  do a  te s t  f lig h t n o w - - - - ”

F r o m  b eh in d  h im  C ap ta in  H a r d y  c a m e  
u p  o u t  o f  th e  g lo o m . H e  w a s  s t il l  a n g r y  
w ith  th e  S tu m b ler . M o reo v er , th e  se r 
g e a n t  h a d  o v erh ea r d  th a t  ea r lier  d r e s s in g -  
d o w n , a n d  H a rd y  w a s  in  n o  m o o d  to  
r e le n t  y e t , e s p e c ia lly  in  fr o n t o f  an  
N .C .O .

”  T a k e  m y  m a c h in e ,”  h e  sn a p p ed . 
‘ ‘ A n d  p le a se  h u r r y , M r. S tu m p e r to n . 
I ’ll g iv e  y o u r s  a  sh o r t  te s t , a n d  c o m e  o n  
b e h in d  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  f l ig h t .”

‘ ‘ A ll r ig h t ,”  b re a th e d  th e  S tu m b ler . 
“  Oh y e s , o f  c o u r se — b u t, I s a y , y o u
k n o w  I ’m  fr ig h tfu l ly  so r r y  a b o u t- - - - ”

‘ ‘ Please h u r r y ,”  sa id  C apta in  H a rd y  in  
a  v o ic e  th a t  w a s  a ll  b ro k en  g la s s ,  v itr o l  
a n d  liq u id  d y n a m ite .

T h e  S tu m b ler  h u rr ie d . T h e  S tu m b ler  
w a s  b a d ly  d e p r e sse d . H e  w a s  g e n u in e ly  
fo n d  o f  H a r d y , w h o  h a d  th e  g if t  o f  
fr ie n d sh ip  a n d  c h a r m , a s  w e ll a s  b e in g  a  
b o rn  le a d e r . In  th e  S tu m b le r ’s  o p in io n  
th a t  b u s in e ss  o f  th e  p etro l c a n  w a s  ju s t  
r o tte n  bad lu c k . D a sh  it  a ll , h e  w o u ld n ’t 
h a v e  m eant to  d o  a  th in g  lik e  th a t , a n d  
H a r d y  n e e d n ’t  h a v e  g o t  so  w ild  a b o u t  it . 
C om e to  t h in k  o f  it , h e ’d n e v e r  h a d  su c h  
a  c h o k in g -o f f  s in c e  th e  d a y s  w h e n  h e  
w a s  a  ra w  c a d e t  a n d  c o u ld  b e b u llie d  b y  
s e r g e a n ts .

In  a  m o o d  o f  m e la n c h o ly  th e  S tu m b ler  
sc ra m b led  u p  in to  H a r d y ’s o w n  sa cred  
m a c h in e  a n d  b u c k le d  h is  b e lt  w h ile  a  
m e c h a n ic  w a ite d  a t  th e  p ro p e ller . H is  
o n e  c o n s o la t io n  w a s  th a t  th a t  fea r  a b o u t

h is  s h o o t in g  h a d  b een  p ro v ed  n o th in g  
b u t a  n ig h tm a r e , a fte r  a ll . U n d er  
H a r d y ’s  r u th le ss  d isc ip lin e  th e  a e r o d r o m e  
o r g a n isa t io n  w a s  so  g o o d  th a t  th e  
S tu m b ler  h a d n ’t  e v e n  c o n s id ere d  th a t  th e  
fa u lt  m ig h t  b e w ith  h is  m a c h in e . H e  
e v e n  h a d  a  fa in t s e n se  o f  sy m p a th y  w ith  
th e  co r p o r a l-r ig g e r  a s  h is  p ro p e ller  s w u n g  
a n d  h is  e n g in e  c la tte r e d  in to  e a r -sp lit t in g  
life .

T h e  S tu m b ler  to o k  o ff in to  th e  v o id  o f  
g a th e r in g  d a r k n e ss , to o k  th e  d irect lin e  
fo r  d is ta n t  L ille  a n d  d u tifu lly  c lim b e d  to  
ju s t  a b o u t  fou r th o u sa n d  fe e t .

A F E W  m in u te s  la te r  C ap ta in  H a rd y  
w a s  a lso  in  th e  a ir  fo llo w in g  th e  rest  

o f h is  flo c k  a t  a  d is ta n c e  o f  a b o u t fiv e  
m ile s  in  th e  rear .

W ith o u t  h a v in g  th e  s l ig h te s t  id ea  o f  
a n y  su c h  th in g , h e  w a s  c a r r y in g  w ith  
h im  a  p etro l t in  in g e n io u s ly  d e s ig n e d , 
in  c e r ta in  g iv e n  c ir c u m sta n c e s , to  tr a n s 
fo r m  its e lf  in to  a  g a so m e te r . T h is  
h ig h ly  d a n g e r o u s  o b je c t  w a s  r e p o s in g  
s n u g ly  b eh in d  th e  a lu m in iu m  b u c k e t o f  
h is  s e a t , b u t, a s  so m e  a n o n y m o u s  p h ilo 
so p h e r  o n c e  la id  d o w n , “  W h a t  th e  e y e  
c a n ’t  s e e ,  th e  h e a r t  d o e s n ’t  g r ie v e  f o r .”  

In  b lis s fu l ig n o r a n c e , C ap ta in  H a rd y  
fle w  u p o n  h is  w a y . In  e q u a l ig n o r a n c e  
o f  th e  p lo t  th a t  h ad  g o n e  w r o n g , th e  
S tu m b le r  b ored  th e  b la c k n e s s  a h e a d  o n  
th e  tra il o f  T o m  R o y a l an d  W il l ie  W ilso n ,  
th o s e  je s te r s  w h o  h a d  b u ild ed  v e r y  
d iffe r e n tly  to  w h a t  th e y  h a d  in te n d e d .

T h e  w h o le  sq u a d ro n , in  its  c u r io u s  
fo r m a tio n , w ith  its  le a d e r  b r in g in g  up  
th e  rea r , th u n d ere d  a w a y  o v e r  th e  lin e s ,  
o v e r  th e  b a c k  a r e a , p a st  M e ss in e s  an d  
to w a r d s  L ille .

F iv e  m in u te s  la te r , c e r ta in  s ta r -s h e lls  
a r c h in g  u p  in to  th e  a ir  a t c e r ta in  o c c u lt in g  
in te r v a ls  fro m  th e  G erm a n  s id e  c a u se d  
m e m b e r s  o f  th e  I n te ll ig e n c e  o n  th e  
E n g lish  s id e  to  sw e a r  in  e x a sp e r a t io n  a n d  
p u z z le m e n t.

F o r th o s e  s ta r -s h e lls  ca rr ied  a  m e s s a g e .  
A n d  th e  m e ssa g e  w a s  th a t  th e  m y s 

te r io u s  b o m b e rs  w ere  a lr e a d y  in  th e  a ir —  
a n d  on  th e ir  w a y  1

B o th  C apta in  H a rd y  a n d  th e  S tu m b ler  
s a w  t h e  s ta r -s h e lls — b u t, n o t  b e in g  
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m e m b e r s  o f  th e  I n te llig e n c e  S e r v ic e , th e y  
h a d  n o  id e a  th a t  s ig n a ls  w e r e  b e in g  
p a sse d . T h e  S tu m b ler , f ly in g  lo w  d o w n  
n e a r  th e  g r o u n d , w a s  s t ill  d ep ressed  a n d  
w o rr ie d . H e  w a s  w o rr ied  b e c a u se  th e  
F a te s  h ad  s e e n  fit o n  th is  e v e n in g  o f  a ll  
e v e n in g s , to  sen d  w r e a th in g  b a n k s  o f  
m is t  w h ic h  w o u ld  n e u tr a lis e  a n y  g o o d  
w o r k  th a t  th e  S q u a d ro n  m ig h t  h a v e  a  
c h a n c e  o f  d o in g .

T h ree  or fo u r  m ile s  b eh in d  th e  fo r m a 
t io n , a n d  f ly in g  a t  a b o u t fou r th o u sa n d  
fe e t , C ap ta in  H a rd y , to o , b e c a m e  a w a r e  
o f th e  m is t-d r if ts , a n d  sw o r e  in  q u ite  a n  
a r t is t ic  m a n n e r . F o r  u se  in  c a se  o f  
n e c e s s ity , h e  h a d  in tro d u ced  a n  e la b o r a te  
s y s te m  o f V ery  lig h t s ig n a ls  w ith  w h ic h  
to  c a ll th e  a t te n t io n  o f h is  m e n , w h e r e v e r  
th e y  m ig h t  be a b o u t th e  sk y . B u t  w ith  
th is  m is t  h a n g in g  a b o u t in  la y e r s  it  
w a s  m o r e  th a n  p ro b a b le  th a t  th e y  
w o u ld n ’t s e e  a n y  s ig n a ls  if  h e  s e n t  th e m  
u p .

H a rd y  p u lled  h is  s t ic k  b a ck , g a v e  h is  
e n g in e  e v e r y th in g  it  h a d , a n d  c lim b ed  
s te e p ly . F o r  a  few  m o m e n ts  h e  g lim p se d  
t in y  fainfr lig h ts  far a h e a d  w h ic h  h e  
th o u g h t  m ig h t  be th e  e x h a u s t  f la m e s  o f  
th e  S q u a d r o n ’s m a c h in e s  a t  d iffere n t  
h e ig h ts  in  th e  s k y . P le a se d  th a t  h e  h a d  
b e e n  a b le  to  see  a s  m u c h , h e  d iv ed . H e  
w e n t  r ig h t d o w n  u n til h is  a lt im e te r  w a s  
sh o w in g  le s s  th a n  th ree  h u n d re d  fe e t .  
In  th e  o rd in a ry  w a y  h e  w o u ld  n o t h a v e  
d r e a m t o f  d o in g  su c h  a  th in g . T h ere  w a s  
n o  s e n se  in  it .  T h e  S q u a d ro n , e v e n  
th o s e  a h e a d , w e r e  n o t  y e t  far e n o u g h  
b eh in d  th e  G erm a n  lin e s  to  fin d  a  c le a r  
sp a c e  w h e r e  a n y  k in d  o f  s e c r e t  a e r o d r o m e  
c o u ld  b e h id d en .

Y et C apta in  H a r d y , a t  th a t  m o m e n t ,  
e x p e r ie n c e d  a  p e c u lia r  s e n sa t io n .

F or o n e  sh o r t m o m e n t  h e  w a s  a b so 
lu te ly  su r e  th a t  a  fo r m a tio n  o f  la r g e  
m a c h in e s  h a d  su d d e n ly  p a ssed  h im  in  
th e  u n c e r ta in  d a r k n e ss  1

TH E R E  is  a  n a tu r a l p h e n o m e n o n  
a b o u t f ly in g , e s p e c ia lly  f ly in g  a t  n ig h t ,  

w h ic h  w ill  be e a s ily  u n d e r sto o d . T h e  n o is e  
o f  a  p i lo t ’s  o w n  e n g in e , so  c lo se  to  h is  
e a r s , d e a fe n s  h im  so  th a t  h e  c a n n o t  h e a r  
o th e r  e n g in e s , h o w e v e r  c lo se  th e y  m a y  b e .

M o re o v er , tw o  m a c h in e s  p a ss in g  e a c h  
o th e r  a t  a  c o m b in e d  sp eed  o f  so m e w h e r e  
in  th e  r e g io n  o f  th r e e  h u n d re d  m ile s  a n  
h o u r , a re  o n ly  g o in g  to  h a v e  th e  b r ie fe st  
s ig h t  o f  e a c h  o th e r . H a v in g  e s ta b lish e d  
c o n ta c t , th e y  lo se  it  in  a  sp lit  s e c o n d .  
W ith  d a r k n e ss  to  s w a llo w  b o th  o f th e m  
u p , s u c h  a  c o n ta c t  h a s  th e  e ffec t  o f  a  
m ir a g e , a  d rea m — or a n  h a llu c in a t io n  o f  
th e  s e n se s .

C ap ta in  H a rd y , a lm o s t  le a p in g  o u t  o f  
h is  s e a t , th o u g h t  th a t  h e  h a d  ex p e r ie n c e d  
a  m ix tu r e  o f  a ll th r e e .

N e v e r th e le s s , in s t in c t , b o rn  o f  lo n g  
p r a c tic e , m a d e  h im  y a n k  th e  s t ic k  b a ck , 
k ic k  h is  ru d d er o v e r  a n d  g o  rou n d  in  a  
s c r e a m in g  tu rn  w h ic h  to o k  h im  in  th e  
o p p o site  d ire c tio n  in  a  h e a d lo n g  c lim b .

“  I t ’s  n o t  p o ss ib le  ! ”  h e  a rg u ed  to  
h im s e lf .  “ I ’m  c r a z y  1 I f  th o se  w e r e  
th e  b o m b e rs  th e y  w o u ld n ’t  dare fly  so  
lo w , so  c lo se  to  th e  l in e s . W ith  a ll th a t  
e x p lo s iv e  on  b o a rd  it  w o u ld  be sh e e r  
su ic id e . C o m in g  a lo n g  fro m  th e  b a ck  
a r e a s  lik e  th a t , th e y  w o u ld n ’t  h a v e  an  
e x a c t  e n o u g h  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  la n d  
c o n to u r s  to  a v o id  b iffin g  in to  b u ild in g s  
or tr e e s , or  a n y th in g  o f  th a t  k in d . T h e y  
m ig h t  g e t  a w a y  w ith  it  o n c e — b u t th e y  
w o u ld n ’t  do it  r e g u la r ly . A n d  y e t  I 
co u ld  sw e a r - - - - ”

N a tu r a lly  e n o u g h , C ap ta in  H a r d y ’s 
d ir e c tio n  o f  f lig h t  w a s  n o w  ta k in g  h im  
a w a y  fro m  h is  o w n  fo llo w e r s  a t  a  d iz z y  
sp e ed  o f  r e c e s s io n . T h e  g a p  b e tw e e n  
th e m  w a s  w id e n in g  w ith  th e  s e c o n d s  to  
th r e e  m ile s — fo u r  m ile s - - - -

H a r d y ’s C a m el th u n d e r e d  th r o u g h  a  
g h o s t ly  b a n k  o f  m is t ,  s h o t  o u t  in to  c le a r  
d a r k n e ss  b ey o n d , p o in te d  it s  b lu n t n o se  
H e a v e n w a r d s .

T h e n  C aptain  H a r d y  sa w  s ta r s  I
H e  su d d e n ly  s a w  a  s c a tte r  o f  s ta r s  

w a v e r in g  u n c e r ta in ly  in  th e  v o id  a h e a d  
o f  h im . H e  c h o k e d , b lin k e d  h is  e y e s  
a n d  tr ied  to  m a k e  su r e  th a t  h e  w a s  n o t  
d r e a m in g .

F o r  th o se  s ta r s  co u ld  o n ly  b e e x h a u s t  
f la m e s . T o -n ig h t , b y  s e c r e t  o rd ers, h is  
o w n  sq u a d ro n  w a s  th e  o n ly  B r itish  u n it  
o p e r a t in g  in  th a t  s e c to r . A n y  o th e r  
m a c h in e s , th e r e fo r e , m u s t  be G erm a n .

A n d , b y  a  lo g ic a l  p r o c e ss  o f  th o u g h t ,  
th e y  m u s t  b e— th e  m y s te r io u s  b o m b e r s  1
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W IT H  a n  a lm o s t -c h ild l ik e  su r p r ise  
C ap ta in  H a r d y  fo u n d  th a t  fro m  th e  

m o m e n t  o f s ig h t in g  th e  e x h a u s t  f la m e s  to  
a c tu a lly  c o m in g  le v e l w ith  th e  m y s te r io u s  
m a c h in e s , th e  t im e  w a s  u n e x p e c te d ly  
s h o r t . H a d  h e  b u t k n o w n  it , h is  fa s t  
s in g le - s e a te r  s c o u t  w a s  c a tc h in g  th e m  
u p  a t th e  r a te  o f  a  g o o d  f if ty  m ile s  a n  
h o u r .

B e lo w  h im  in  th e  d a r k n e ss  s lid  th r e e ,  
b ig  sh a p e s , v a g u e , u n c e r ta in , b u t a m a z 
in g ly  c lea r  in  d e ta il to  h is  m in d ’s  e y e .

H a rd y  g r ip p ed  h is  g u n  c o n tr o ls— a n d  
p ressed .

A n d  h is  d r e a m  c a m e  tr u e  I 
A  s tr e a m  o f tra ce r  b u lle ts  w h ip p ed  

fr o m  h is  g u n s , a n d  to re  a n d  sm a sh e d  
a lo n g  a  d u ll, b la c k -p a in te d  fu se la g e ,  
th e n  sw e r v e d  a s id e  a s  h e  k ic k e d  o v er  
in to  a  tu rn .

In  th a t  m o m e n t  th r e e  G erm a n  g u n n e r s  
a n d  a  r e lie f -p ilo t  d ied . B u t , o w in g  to  
b lin d  s h o o t in g , H a r d y  h a d  m is s e d  th e  
v u ln e r a b le  p o in t— th e  p etro l ta n k . N ex t  
in s ta n t  h e  fo u n d  h im s e lf  th e  c e n tr e -p o in t  
o f c o n c e n tr a te d  fire fro m  th e  w e ll- tr a in e d  
g u n n e r s  o f  th e  o th e r  tw o  G erm a n  
m a c h in e s .

H a r d y  c lim b e d  lik e  a  s ta r tle d  c a t . H e  
gra b b ed  in s id e  h is  o ffice  for h is  V ery  
p is to ls , a n d  cu rsed  a s  h e  p lu n g e d  in to  
m is t  a n d  k n e w  th a t  th e  c h a n c e s  o f  h is  
m e n  se e in g  s ig n a ls  fro m  su c h  a  d is ta n c e ,  
a n d  c o m in g  to  th e  a t ta c k , w e r e  n il.

H is  fe e t  ju m p e d  o n  th e  ru d d er-b a r  a s  
a  c o u p le  o f  b u lle ts  ripped  a  b^>ot-sole 
a w a y . H is  r ig h t w in g  b a y  sh u d d ered , 
a n d  fa b r ic  ripped  a n d  to re  a w a y  in  f ly in g  
s tr ip s . T h e r e  w a s  a  n a s ty  c la n g  fro m  th e  
d ire c tio n  o f  h is  p ro p e ller , a n d  th e  e n g in e  
se t  up  a  s ic k e n in g , u n e v e n  r h y th m .

B u t C ap ta in  H a r d y , w ith  te e th  se t , 
w a s  b en t o n  f in ish in g  a  g o o d  jo b  o n c e  h e  
h a d  sta r ted  it .  H ig h  in  th e  m is t  h e  h a lf -  
r o lled  a n d  c a m e  d o w n  in  a  s c r e a m in g  
d iv e , k n o w in g  fu ll w e ll  th a t  h e  c h a n c e d  
a n  a p p a llin g  h e a d -o n  c o llis io n . F o r  o n e  
b rie f in s ta n t  h e  s a w  th e  v a g u e  o u t lin e  
o f  a  b o m b e r  ju s t  a w a y  to  h is  le f t . H e  
s a w  it  tu r n in g — s a w  th a t  th e  o th e r s  w e r e  
tu r n in g , to o .

In  th a t  in s ta n t  h e  u n d e r sto o d  w h y .  
T h e  m a c h in e s  h ad  b een  p la y in g  a  c le v e r  
g a m e . N o w  th a t  th e y  h ad  b e e n  sp o tte d

th e y  w e r e  tu r n in g  fo r  h o m e  a s  fa s t  a s  
th e y  co u ld  g o , b e fo re  th is  E n g lish  p ilo t  
c o u ld  c a ll  up  h e lp . B y  f ig h t in g  th e y  
h a d  e v e r y th in g  to  lo se  a n d  n o th in g  to  
g a in .

“  W e ll,  h e r e ’s  s o m e th in g  to  r e m e m b e r  
m e  b y , F r itz  I ”  b rea th ed  H a r d y , a n d  
fired  a g a in .

B u t  b o m b e rs  a re  sp in y  th in g s  to  
a tta c k . E v en  a s  h is  o w n  b u lle t - tr a il  
f lick ed  o u t , H a rd y  w a s  k n o c k e d  h a lf -  
s e n se le s s  a n d  h is  g o g g le s  w e r e  s e n t  f ly in g . 
T h e  b u lle t  w h ic h  h a d  g ra ze d  h is  h e a d  fe lt  
l ik e  a  v io le n t  b lo w . H is  in s tr u m e n t-  
b oard  c o lla p se d  in  f ly in g  g la s s . F r o m  
b eh in d  h im  th e r e  c a m e  a  p e c u lia r  so u n d  
— a  d r u m m in g  so u n d .

A  m o m e n t  la te r  a  v io le n t  e x p lo s io n  
to o k  p la c e  im m e d ia te ly  b eh in d  C ap ta in  
H a r d y , a n d  th e  e n tir e  rea r  p art o f  h is  
m a c h in e  b u rst in to  sp r e a d in g , b lo s so m in g  
f la m e s  1

AS h a s  b een  sa id  b e fo r e , ca rb id e  o f  
c a lc iu m — a c e ty le n e — g iv e s  off g a s  a t  

terr ific  p ressu re  w h e n  d ren ch ed  in  w a te r . 
S h o u ld  s o m e th in g  in f la m m a b le  m e e t  it  
w h ils t  th a t  p ressu r e  o f  g a s  is  b e in g  
c r e a te d — w e ll , th e n  th e  fu n  s ta r ts  1 T h e  
fu n  in  th is  c a se  w a s  L ie u te n a n t  S tu m p er -  
t o n ’s  sh o o t in g -p r a c t ic e  p etro l c a n ,  
th o u g h t fu lly  re filled  b y  h is  h u m o r o u s  
c o m r a d e s  a n d  p la ced  b y a n  u n su sp e c t in g  
m e c h a n ic  b eh in d  h is  s e a t .  O n ly , by  a  
fr e a k ish  c h a in  o f  c ir c u m sta n c e s , it  w a s  
C ap ta in  H a rd y  w h o  in h a b ite d  th e  s e a t  
a t th e  c r it ic a l m o m e n t  I

W ith o u t  th e  fa in te s t  id e a  o f  w h a t  h ad  
c a u se d  th is  a m a z in g  p h e n o m e n o n , H a rd y  
p lu n g e d  d o w n  th r o u g h  th e  d e a th  o f  
se v e r a l th o u sa n d  h a ilin g  b u lle ts , to o  
s tu n n e d  an d  p reo cc u p ied  to  r e a lise  th e ir  
a d d ed  d a n g er . H e  h a lf - tu r n e d  ro u n d —  
a n d  r e a lise d  th a t  h is  p o s it io n  w a s  c o m 
p le te ly  h o p e le s s . B y  s o m e  e x tra o r d in a ry  
m is c h a n c e  h is  m a c h in e  w a s  o n  fire fro m  
th e  b a c k  o f  th e  c o c k p it  to  th e  ta il .  
I t w a s  ra p id ly  d is in te g r a t in g  in to  b la z in g  
s tr u ts  a n d  m e lt in g  m e ta lw o r k .

C ap ta in  H a rd y  did n o t lik e  fire . T h ere  
w a s  n o t  a  s in g le  p ilo t in  th e  e n tir e  F ly in g  
C orps d u r in g  th e  W a r  w h o  d id  n o t  regard  
fire  in  th e  a ir  a s  ju s t  a b o u t  th e  m o st  
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u n p le a s a n t  a n d  g h a s t ly  th in g  th e  m in d  
o f  m a n  c o u ld  c o n te m p la te . In  th e  W a r , 
th e  p a r a c h u te  h a d  n o t  y e t  c o m e  in to  its  
o w n  ; in  fa c t , it  h a d  n o t  c o m e  in to  th e  
o r b it  o f  s c o u t -p i lo t s  a t  a l l .  I t  w a s  
reg a r d e d  a s  th e  s o m e w h a t  h u m o r o u s  
a n d  e x tr e m e ly  d a n g e r o u s  p la y th in g  o f  
th a t  s e c t io n , im p o lite ly  c a lle d  th e  
“  b a llo o n a t ic s ,”  or th e  K ite  B a llo o n  
O b serv a tio n  C orps.

C ap ta in  H a rd y , w ith  h is  b a c k  h a ir  
g o n e , h is  n e c k  sc o r c h e d  a n d  h is  h e a r t  
a  m ix tu r e  o f  ic e  a n d  w a te r , f lick ed  
u n d o n e  h is  s a fe ty -b e lt  a n d  rea red  u p  
s p a sm o d ic a lly .

I f  h e  sp o k e , if  h e  sh o u te d  or y e lle d , h e  
k n e w  n o th in g  a b o u t it . O ne th in g  a lo n e  
d o m in a te d  h is  m in d , a s  in  tr a g ic  c ir c u m 
s ta n c e s  it  h a d  d o m in a te d  th e  m in d s  o f  
m a n y  b ra v e  m e n  b e fo re  h im .

O n e th in g  w a s  c e r ta in . In  th e  n e x t  fe w  
s e c o n d s  h e  w a s  g o in g  to  m e e t  h is  d e a th  
in  o n e  o f  tw o  w a y s . D e a th  b y  r o a s t in g ,  
i f  h e  s ta y e d — or p o ss ib le  bad in ju ry  in  
th e  r e su lt in g  c r a sh , a n d  to r tu re  b y  fire  
u n til  h is  s e n se s  le ft h im .

A s  a n  a lte r n a tiv e , th e r e  w a s  o n ly  th e  
a p p a llin g , b u t c le a n  a n d  su d d en , m e th o d  
o f  fa ll in g  s tr a ig h t  o n  to  th e  ea r th  a w a y  
fr o m  th e  f la m e s .

C ap ta in  H a rd y  ju m p e d .

CHAPTER Vn 
Newton Wa» Right

SO M E W H E R E  a b o u t  f iv e  m in u te s  
b efo re  C ap ta in  H a r d y ’s C am el c a u g h t  

a lig h t ,  L ie u te n a n t  S te p h e n  S tu m p e r to n  
s w u n g  h is  m a c h in e  ro u n d  fro m  w h e r e  it  
w a s  f ly in g  a t  le s s  th a n  fifty  fe e t  a b o v e  
th e  sh e ll- to r n  g ro u n d . H e  w a s , h e  k n e w ,  
a  fe w  m ile s  o n  th e  G erm an  s id e  o f  
M e ss in e s , a lth o u g h  a s  to  th e  a c tu a l p o in t  
in  to p o g r a p h y , h e  w a s  n e c e s sa r ily  v a g u e .

B u t  th r o u g h  th e  w r e a th in g , s ic k e n in g  
m is t  h e  h a d  s e e n  s o m e th in g  p e c u lia r . 
H e  h a d  s e e n  w h a t  lo o k e d  lik e  th r e e  
tr e n c h e s , a ll  dead  s tr a ig h t , in  th a t  s h e l l -  
to r n  a r e a . H e  w a s  p rep ared  to  sw e a r  
th e y  h a d  n o t  b een  th e r e  y e s te r d a y . H is  
k e e n , p ra c tica l m in d  im m e d ia te ly  m a d e  
h im  w o n d e r  w h a t  o n  ea r th  th e  H u n  
c o u ld  h a v e  b u ilt  th e m  fo r . T h e ir  p re
s e n c e  h e r e  d id  n o t  m a k e  s e n se . T h is

d is tr ic t  w a s  o n ly  ju s t  w ith in  r a n g e  o f  
h e a v y  sh e ll- f ir e . T r e n c h e s  in  s u c h  a  
p la c e  w o u ld  be id io tic .

H e  ro a red  b a c k  in  th e  m is t , fo u n d  th a t  
it  h a d  c lo se d  in  b eh in d  h im  an d  th a t  
h e  co u ld  n o t  s e e  a  th in g . H e  tu rn ed  a n d  
f le w  h ig h e r , k n o w in g  th e  d a n g e r  o f  
k e e p in g  a t  a  lo w  a lt itu d e  in  su c h  b lin d  
c ir c u m sta n c e s , a n d  a s  w a s  h is  w a y , h e  
tu r n e d  th e  p ro b lem  o v e r  c a r e fu lly  in  h is  
m in d . H e  tr ied  to  r e a so n  it  o u t ,— in  so  
d o in g  h e  co v e r e d  th r e e  or fo u r  m ile s  
in  th e  r e v e r se  d ir e c t io n . T h e n  h e  c a m e  
to  a  su d d en  d e c is io n .

D e a r  o ld  “  K is s m e  ”  w a s  o il in g  a lo n g  
so m e w h e r e  b eh in d  th e  S q u a d ro n , ju s t  
h e r e a b o u ts . T h e  S tu m b ler  w a s  a n x io u s  
to  r e g a in  h is  p o s it io n  in  K is s m e ’s  reg a r d . 
H e  w a s  a n x io u s  to  p ro v e  h im s e lf  a  k e e n  
a n d  in te l lig e n t  o fficer .

“  I ’ll h o p  u p , le t lo o se  a  V ery , a n d  se e  
if  I c a n  ca ll h is  a t t e n t io n ,”  m u se d  th e  
S tu m b ler . “  T h e  m is t  m a y  b rea k — w e  
m ig h t  g o  d o w n  a n d  g e t  a n o th e r  c le a r  
lo o k  a t  th o se  c o m ic  t r e n c h e s .”

H e  c lim b ed  s te e p ly , g la n c e d  a t  h is  
a lt im e te r , an d  s a w  in  so m e  su r p r ise  th a t  
h e  w a s  a lr e a d y  h ig h e r  th a n  h e  h a d  
th o u g h t , a  c o m m o n  e n o u g h  h a p p e n in g  
w h e n  f ly in g  in  m is t . A t  fo u r  th o u sa n d  
fe e t  h e  g ro p ed  fo r  h is  V ery  p is to l, 
a n x io u s ly  s e a r c h in g  th e  b la n k  w a ll  o f  
fo g .

A n d  th e n  h e  v e r y  n e a r ly  fe ll o u t  o f  h is  
m a c h in e .

A  b u rst o f  m a c h in e -g u n  fire  h a d  
su d d e n ly  b ro k en  o u t  a  li t t le  w a y  a b o v e  
h im  a n d  n o t  m o r e  th a n  e ig h t  h u n d red  
y a rd s  to  h is  le f t . M o m e n ta r ily , h e  s a w  
th e  fa in t  flic k e r  o f  tra ce rs  an d  t in y  
d a n c in g  f la m e s . G a sp in g , h e  sw e r v e d  
a s id e  an d  roared  to w a r d s  th e  in cr ed ib le  
d is tu r b a n c e . T h e  b u lle ts  an d  g u n -f la m e s  
d isa p p ea red  in  th e  m is t— th e n , su d d e n ly ,  
h e  s a w  th e m  a g a in .

I t w a s  a  g o o d  th in g  th a t  L ie u te n a n t  
S tu m p e r to n  w a s  w e a r in g  h is  s a fe ty -b e lt ,  
or h e  w o u ld  c e r ta in ly  h a v e  ju m p e d  c le a n  
o u t  o f  h is  m a c h in e  w h e n  h is  d a zed  e y e s  
su d d e n ly  b eh e ld  th e  lu rid  sp la sh  o f  fire  
w h ic h  b u rst o u t  ju s t  a b o u t fifty  fe e t  a b o v e  
h im .

In  its  g la r e  th e  S tu m b ler  s a w  C ap ta in  
H a r d y . H e  s a w  C ap ta in  H a r d y ’s  m a c h in e  
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— h is  o w n  m a c h in e — d is so lv e  in  f la m e s  
fr o m  th e  c o c k p it  rea r w a r d s , w h ile  s t ill  
d iv in g  w ith  e n g in e  o n . I t  w a s  a  b la z in g ,  
g la r in g  b o n fire , ren d ere d  m u c h  b r ig h ter  
th a n  u su a l by  th e  b u r n in g  o f  th e  a c e ty le n e  
g a s . F o r  a  fe w  se c o n d s  i t  w a s  a lm o s t  
a s  b r ig h t a s  m a g n e s iu m .

It li t  u p  tw o  b la c k -p a in te d  b o m b e rs  
w h ic h  w e r e  n o w  tu r n in g  a n d  d iv in g  b a c k  
to w a r d s  G e r m a n y . I t  sh o w e d  c le a r ly  a  
th ird , w ith  fa b r ic  r ip p in g  a w a y  fro m  its  
b u lle t - to r n  fu s e la g e , a n d  w ith  o n ly  o n e  
m a n  le ft  a l iv e  o n  b o a rd , s t il l  h a n d lin g  
th e  c o n tr o ls .

T h e  S tu m b ler  g a v e  a  y e l l  o f  a m a z e 
m e n t , w h ic h  q u ic k ly  tu rn ed  to  a  y e l l  o f  
h o rro r . T h e  b la z in g  b o n fire  p a sse d  h im . 
H e  sa w  H a r d y  rear  u p , s te a d y  h im s e lf  
fo r  a n  in s ta n t, th e n  sp r in g  o u t  h e a d lo n g ,  
to  fa ll w h ir lin g  h e a d -o v e r -h e e ls  a b o u t  
te n  fe e t  a w a y  fro m  h is  f la m in g  m a c h in e .

“ O h, m y  God 1 ”  b rea th ed  th e  S tu m 
b ler . “  K issm e- - - - ”

A n d  in s t in c t iv e ly  h e  d iv ed , to o .
A c tu a lly , h e  w a s  y e l lin g  fr a n tic a lly —  

u n c o n sc io u s ly . H e  w a s  s e e in g  a  m a n  h e  
lik e d  b etter  th a n  a n y o n e  liv in g  d ro p p in g  
d o w n  to  a  c e r ta in , s m a sh in g  d ea th . 
H a r d y  fe ll fa s te r  th a n  th e  b u r n in g  
m a c h in e , w h ic h  s t il l  h a d  its  m a in  p la n e s . 
H is  b o d y  w a s  fa ll in g  sp r ea d ea g le d , b u t  
s te a d ie r  n o w  in  m o v e m e n t .

A n d  su d d e n ly  a  th o u g h t  f la sh e d  in to  
th e  S tu m b le r ’s  c h a o t ic  m in d . H e  fo u n d  
h im s e lf  g o in g  h e a d lo n g  d o w n  th e  s k y  
w ith  h is  e y e s  fix ed  o n  o n e  s m a ll  o b je c t . 
B y  a  n a tu r a l r e a c t io n  o f  su b c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  
h e  fe lt  a s  h e  h a d  d o n e  ea r lier  th a t  s a m e  
a fte r n o o n , w h e n  d iv in g  th r o u g h  th e  
c lo u d s  a fte r  a  fa ll in g  p etro l c a n .

“  T h e  sp e ed  o f  a  fa ll in g  b o d y ,”  
b rea th ed  th e  S tu m b ler  to  h im s e lf .  “  H e  
w e ig h s  a b o u t  tw e lv e  s to n e . It w o u ld  b e—  
i t  w o u ld  b e— r o u g h ly , th e  te r m in a l v e lo -  
c i t y ’d b e r o u g h ly  a b o u t  130- - - - - ”

T h e  S tu m b le r  s te a d ie d  h is  d iv e , g lu e d  
h is  e y e s  o n  th a t  fa ll in g  f ig u re , b u t  
c h a n c e d  a  g la n c e  a s id e  a t  h is  a ir  sp eed  
in d ic a to r .

It w a s  s h o w in g  a b o u t  o n e  h u n d re d  a n d  
fo rty  m ile s  a n  h o u r . Im m e d ia te ly , h e  
cu t h is  e n g in e . T h e  sp eed  o f  h is  d iv e  
b e c a m e  le s s . T h e  a lt im e te r  drop p ed  b a c k . 
A n d  th a t  fa ll in g  fig u r e , n o w  d im m e d  b y

r e a so n  o f  it s  d is ta n c e  fr o m  th e  b la z in g  
fa l l in g - le a f  o f  w r e c k a g e  a b o v e , c a m e  
c lo se r .

T h e  S tu m b ler  d iv ed  o n  an d  g o t  th e  
sp r e a d e a g le d  fig u re  in  h is  g u n -s ig h ts .  
T h e n , a t  th e  la s t  cr it ic a l m o m e n t  h e  e a se d  
a s id e  s l ig h t ly  a n d  b r o u g h t th e  c r o ssed  
b r a c in g -w ir e s  o f  h is  le f t  w in g  b ay  deqd  
a c r o ss  th a t  fa ll in g  fig u re , w ith  a  s ic k e n in g  
th u d  1

AL T O G E T H E R , it  w a s  a  n ic e  d isp la y  of 
l p ilo t in g  sk ill  an d  m e n ta l a r ith m e tic .  

T h e  te r m in a l v e lo c ity  o f  fa ll o f  an  
a v e r a g e  g r o w n  m a n  is  o n e  h u n d red  a n d  
tw e n ty  m ile s  a n  h o u r . T h e  S tu m b le r ’s 
b r a c in g -w ir e s  c a m e  up  a g a in s t  th e  fa ll in g  
C apta in  H a r d y ’s  b a c k  a n d  s id e  w h ils t  th e  
m a c h in e  w a s  d iv in g  a t  a b o u t  o n e  h u n d red  
a n d  th ir ty . T h e  r e su lta n t  sp e ed  o f  im p a c t  
w a s  a b o u t  ten  m ile s  an  h o u r , a n d  h e a v y  
e n o u g h , in  a ll c o n s c ie n c e . H a r d y ’s  b o d y  
w a s  b en t s id e w a y s  w ith  a  su d d en  w r e n c h , 
a n d  o n e  o f  h is  o u ts tr e tc h e d  a r m s, h is  
sh o u ld e r  a n d  h ea d  c a m e  th r o u g h  th e  
to p  o f  th e  b r a c in g  w ir e s  w h e r e  th e y  
cro ssed .

“  H a n g  o n  ! ”  b e llo w e d  th e  S tu m b ler . 
“  F o r th e  lo v e  o f  G od, h a n g  ON 1 Grab  
h o ld  o f  th o se  w ir e s , K issm e . H a n g  on I  ”  

F o r  a  m o m e n t  h is  m a c h in e  sw e rv ed  
d r u n k e n ly , a n d  h e  s la m m e d  on  h ard  
r ig h t ru d d er, hard  r ig h t b a n k , a t  th e  sa m e  
t im e  p u llin g  th e  s t ic k  b a c k  w ith  v ic io u s  
fo r c e . ^

B a c k  in  th e  o ld  d a y s , b e fo r e  d iv in g  
sp e ed s  w e n t  u p  b ey o n d  th e  h u n d re d s, 
it  w a s  a  fo n d  f ic tio n  a m o n g s t  s c ie n t is ts  
th a t  a n y  m a n  w h o  fe ll fro m  a h e ig h t  
w o u ld  b e d ead  b efo re  h e  rea c h e d  th e  
g r o u n d . T h e  f ic tio n  a c tu a lly  p ers isted  
in  th e  ea r ly  d a y s  o f  f ly in g  u n til it w a s  
d isp ro v ed  on  v a r io u s  o c c a s io n s  by m en  
w h o  h a d  fa lle n  from  th e ir  m a c h in e s  an d  
la n d e d  o n  h a y s ta c k s  or th a tc h e d  ro o fs . 
N a tu r a lly  e n o u g h , su c h  m e n  w e r e  u su a lly  
b a d ly  in ju r e d — b u t th e y  w e r e  a liv e .  
S o m e  o f  th e m  e v e n  r e c o v e r e d  fro m  th e ir  
in ju r ie s .

N o n e  o f  th e m  co u ld  e v e r  g iv e  a  c lea r  
im p r e ss io n  o f  h is  th o u g h ts  d u r in g  th e  
g h a s t ly  t im e  o f  h is  fa ll . P r o b a b ly , w h e n  
a  m a n  is  la u n c h e d  to w a r d s  w h a t  h e
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reg a r d s  a s  c e r ta in  a n d  u n a v o id a b le  d e a th , 
th e r e  is  a  c e r ta in  m e r c ifu l n u m b n e ss  o f  
th e  b ra in .

In  a fter  d a y s  C ap ta in  H a rd y  w a s  u n a b le  
to  add  to  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  s c ie n t if ic  
r e se a r c h , a n y  m o r e  th a n  a n y o n e  e ls e .  
H e  c o u ld  n e v e r  re m e m b e r  th a t  h e  a c tu a lly  
fe lt  th o se  b r a c in g -w ir e s  s tr ik e  h im . H is  
m e m o r y  o n ly  s e e m e d  to  c o m e  b a c k  w h e n  
h e  fo u n d  h im s e lf  in  th e  u n r e a l p o s it io n  
o f  h a n g in g  fr a n tic a lly  o n  to  th e  w ir e s ,  
w ith  a  c o lo s s a l p ressu r e  o f  w in d  b e a r in g  
h im  a g a in s t  th e m — a n d  w ith  th r e e  s to v e -  
in  r ib s to  k e e p  h is  th o u g h ts  o c c u p ie d .  
H e  h u n g  o n  m o r e  b y  in s t in c t  th a n  b y  
a n y th in g  e ls e .

A t  th e  c o n tr o ls  th e  S tu m b le r  k n e w  
th a t  h e  h a d  ta k e n  a  m il l io n - to -o n e  
c h a n c e . T h e  m is t  p a r ted , w r e a th e d , a n d  
h e  s a w  th e  g ro u n d . S in c e  h e  h a d  first  
s e e n  th a t  b u r st  o f  f la m e  h e  h a d  lo s t  
a ll  s e n se  o f  d ir e c t io n . A c tu a lly , h e  w a s  
n o w  d iv in g  d r u n k e n ly  b a c k  to w a r d s  
G e rm a n y , w ith o u t  h a v in g  th e  fa in te s t  
k n o w le d g e  o f  it .  B u t  h e  a lm o s t  w e p t  
w ith  d e lig h t  a s  th e  n o se  g r a d u a lly  c a m e  
u p , a s  th e  m a c h in e  flew  m o r e  or le s s  
le v e l, w ith  r ig h t-h a n d  b a n k  o n  it  a s  h a rd  
a s  h e  co u ld  p u sh  th e  c o n tr o l s t ic k  a c r o ss .

L ik e  a  d ro o p in g  sc a r e c r o w , H a rd y  
w a s  drap ed  o v e r  th e  b r a c in g  w ir e s . I f  
h e  w a s  a liv e , h e  g a v e  n o  s ig n  o f  it .  T h e  
S tu m b le r  c u t - in  h is  e n g in e  a n d  f le w  d ead  
le v e l , e a s in g  th e  s t ic k  b a c k  g r a d u a lly  a n d  
tr y in g  to  g e t  h e ig h t . T h e  g ro u n d  b e lo w  
w a s  n o  m o r e  th a n  f if te e n  o r  tw e n ty  fe e t  
a w a y .

T h e n  th e  S tu m b le r  g o t  h is  d ir e c tio n . 
H e  g o t  it  b e c a u se  h e  s a w  th o se  p e c u lia r  
tr e n c h e s  a g a in . A t  first h e  th o u g h t  th a t  
in  th e  g e n e r a l s tr a in  h e  m u s t  h a v e  g o n e  
c le a n  c r a c k e d — fo r  th e  tr e n c h e s  w e r e  
w id e n in g  ! T h ree  g r e a t  s lit s  in  th e  g ro u n d , 
w id e n e d , b e c a m e  r e c ta n g le s , b e c a m e  
sq u a r e s , e v e n  a s  h e  w a tc h e d . T h e n  a  
su d d e n  c o n c e n tr a te d  b u rst o f  g u n fire  
v o lle y in g  u p  fr o m  th e  g r o u n d  ripp ed  a n d  
to r e  a ll a b o u t h im .

L ie u te n a n t  S tep h e n  S tu m p e r to n  p o s i
t iv e ly  sh r ie k e d  w ith  e x c ite m e n t  a s  h e  
b r o u g h t h is  m a c h in e  r o u n d  in  a  w id e ,  
s lu g g is h  c ir c le  an d  h ea d ed  in  th e  o p p o site  
d ire ctio n .. F o r  th a t  d ir e c t io n , h e  k n e w ,  
m e a n t  h o m e .

TH E  S tu m b le r ’s la n d in g  o n  th e  h o m e  
a e r o d r o m e  a  li t t le  le s s  th a n  h a lf  a n  

h o u r  la te r , w a s  s p e c ta c u la r .
A t  th e  so u n d  o f  h is  e n g in e , f lo o d lig h ts  

w e r e  sw itc h e d  o n . T h o se  b e lo w  s a w  th e  
m a c h in e  d r ift in g  in , lo w  ; s a w  th e  s e t  
o f it s  a ile r o n s  a n d  ru d d er. A s to n is h e d ,  
th e y  a ls o  s a w  s o m e  v a g u e , in d is t in c t  
m a s s  d ro o p in g  in  th e  b r a c in g  w ir e s  o f  
th e  le f t  w in g  b a y . S o m e b o d y  b e llo w e d  
a n  ord er . M en  d a sh e d  fo r  th e  a m b u la n c e  
a n d  s ta r te d  th e  e n g in e .

T h e  S tu m b ler  c a m e  in , m a d e  a  s lu g g is h  
a n d  u n su c c e s s fu l  a tte m p t to  tu rn  in to  
th e  w in d  a s  s h o w n  b y  a  s m o k e -p o t . It  
se e m e d  th a t  h e  h a d  d iff ic u lty  in  g e t t in g  
h is  ta il  d o w n , fo r  h e  to u c h e d  g r o u n d  
r a th er  to o  fa s t , sw e r v e d  fr a n tic a lly , a n d  
th e n  w e n t  u p  o n  h is  n o se  w ith  a  fin e  
c r a c k lin g  o f  s tr u ts  a n d  fab ric .

W h e n  th e  a m b u la n c e  a rr iv ed  a  fe w  
se c o n d s  la te r , th e  m e n  h a d  d iffic u lty  in  
p u llin g  th e m s e lv e s  to g e th e r  a n d  g a th e r in g  
u p  th e ir  c o m m a n d in g  o ffice r  w h o  w a s  
ly in g  o n  th e  g r o u n d  b e n e a th  th e  w r e c k .  
M e a n w h ile , L ie u te n a n t  S tep h e n  S tu m 
p er to n  c la m b e r e d  a w k w a r d ly  o u t  o f  h is  
c o c k p it , d a b b in g  a t  a  s tr e a m in g  n o se .

CHAPTER VIII 
The Secret Aerodrome

IN  th e  sq u a d ro n  o ffice , th e  n e a r e s t  
b u ild in g  to  th e  s c e n e  o f  th e  c r a sh , 

th e  M .O . ro se  u p  fr o m  h is  w o r k  a n d  
h e a v e d  a  s ig h  o f  r e l ie f .  O n a  s tr e tc h e r  
in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  flo o r , la y  C ap ta in  
H a r d y , s e e m in g ly  sw a th e d  in  b a n d a g e s  
fr o m  h e a d  to  fo o t . B u t  a  lig h te d  c ig a r e t te  
w a s  s t ic k in g  u p  o u t  o f  h is  m o u th  a n d  a  
fa in t  c o lo u r  w a s  c o m in g  b a c k  in to  h is  
d ra w n  c h e e k s .

A t  th e  te le p h o n e , L ie u te n a n t  S tu m 
p er to n , w ith  a  b a n d a g e d  le f t  a rm , f in ish e d  
a  c o n v e r sa t io n  a n d  h u n g  u p  th e  r e c e iv e r .  
F r o m  o v e r h e a d  th e  d ro n e  o f  h e a v y  
m a c h in e s  co u ld  b e h e a r d .

“  O h w h a t -h o , w h a t -h o , W H A T -  
H O  I ”  c h a n te d  S tu m b le r . “  D o  y o u  h e a r  
’e m , K issm e  ? T h ere  th e y  g o . A n d , by  
g o lly , in  fiv e  m in u t e s ’ t im e  th o se  tr ic k y  
F r itz e s , w ith  th e ir  c o m ic  u n d e r g r o u n d -  
c a v e  a er o d r o m e , w ill  be le a r n in g  a  th in g  
or tw o  I I w a s  a b le  to  p lo t  th e  p o s it io n
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e x a c t ly . B y  g o lly , K is s m e , d o n ’t  y o u  
r e m e m b e r  I sp o k e  to  y o u  th e  o th e r  d a y  
a b o u t  a  lo t  o f  m in e -s a p  o p e n in g s  I sp o tte d  
b eh in d  M e ss in e s  ? I th o u g h t  th e n  th a t  
F r itz  w a s  r u n n in g  o u t  s o m e  c o lo ss a l sa p  
to  a  m in e  u n d er  o u r lin e s . B u t , o f c o u r se , 
h e  w asn’t !  H e  w a s  m e r e ly  d ig g in g  o u t  
a  w h a c k in g  g r e a t  c a v e  so u th  o f  M e ss in e s , 
w ith  a  s lo p in g  r u n w a y  le a d in g  u p  to  th e  
g r o u n d , a n d  fa c in g  in  th is  d ir e c tio n .  
H e  m u s t  h a v e  ca rr ied  o u t  a l l  th e  w o r k  
a t  n ig h t— o n  m o o n le s s  n ig h ts  w h e n  it  
c a m e  to  th e  la s t  p art o f  it .  T h o se  
s lo p in g  r u n w a y s  to  th e  su r fa c e , o f  c o u r se , 
h a d  to  b e co v e r e d  o v e r . So h e  co v ered  
th e m  o v er  w ith  d a rn ed  g r e a t  s c r e e n s  o f  
c a n v a s , c a r e fu lly  p a in te d  to  lo o k  lik e  
s h e l l -h o le s  fro m  a b o v e . B u t  I s a w  ’e m  
m o v in g . I ’d th o u g h t  th e y  w e r e  tr e n c h e s
a  fe w  se c o n d s  b e fo r e- - - - ”

“ Y e s ,”  b re a th e d  H a r d y . “ Y es , it  
w a s  a  sm a r t  tr ic k . O f c o u r se , th e  H u n  
fitte d  s ile n c e r s  to  th o s e  b o m b e rs , p a in ted  
’e m  b la c k , a n d  h a d  ’e m  s p e c ia lly  l ig h 
te n e d . Y o u  s e e , th e y  o n ly  h a d  to  fly  
a b o u t  a  f if th  o f  th e  u su a l jo u r n e y  for a  
b o m b in g  ra id , so  th e  la c k  o f  e ff ic ie n c y  
c a u se d  by th e  s ile n c e r s  w o u ld n ’t  m a tte r .  
I t ’s  o b v io u s  n o w  th a t  th e y  ju s t  w a ite d  u n til  
o u r  p a tro ls  h a d  p a sse d , a n d  th e n  n ip p ed  up  
in to  th e  a ir  b eh in d  u s . W h e n  th e y  w e r e  
c o m in g  b a c k , o f  c o u r se , th e y  f le w  lo w , c u t  
th e ir  e n g in e s  o u t  a n d  d rop p ed  d o w n , lik e  
b a ts  g o in g  in to  a  h o le . P r e tty  sm a r t ! ”  

H e  tu r n e d  a s id e  w ith  a n  e ffo r t a n d  
sm ile d  u p  a t  h is  su b o r d in a te .

“ A n d , b y  G o lly , S tu m b le r ,”  h e  sa id . 
11 Y o u  w e r e  p re tty  sm a r t , to o  ! I th o u g h t  
I w a s  d o n e  for ! T h e  w a y  y o u  c a m e  
a fte r  m e  a n d  p ick ed  m e  u p  l ik e  a  g u ll
d iv in g  fo r  a  f ish - - - - ”

“ K e ep  q u ie t , K is s m e ,”  sa id  th e  M .O ., 
a n x io u s ly . “ Y o u  ’v e  h ad  a  n a s ty  s h a k in g  
u p  a n d  y o u ’re b a d ly  c u t  a b o u t . I t ’s  
g o in g  to  b e a  c o u p le  o f  m o n th s  or  so  
b efo re  th e y  le t  y o u  o u t  o f  h o sp ita l. S till, 
y o u ’v e  g o t  n o th in g  to  w o r r y  a b o u t if  
y o u ’ll o n ly  rest- - - - ”

“ A ll r ig h t, D o c , d o n ’t  flap  a b o u t  lik e  
a n  a g ita te d  h e n ,”  sa id  C ap ta in  H a rd y  
w ith  a  g r in . “ S tu m b ler , y o u ’ll h a v e  
to  ta k e  o v e r . N o w  I ’d ju s t  l ik e  to  
c h e c k  u p  b e fo re  I g o . G et d o w n  th a t  
r e c o r d s-b o o k , a n d  I ’ll  s h o w  y o u - - - - ”

TH E  S tu m b ler  b rea th ed  sh a r p ly  w ith  
d e lig h t . H e  a lr e a d y  k n e w  h e  w a s  

b e in g  r e c o m m e n d e d  fo r  a  d e c o r a t io n .  
M o d e stly , h e  h a d  tr ied  to  r e fu se  it. 
B u t h e  k n e w  th a t  w h a te v e r  h e  d id , 
H a r d y  w o u ld  p u t it  th r o u g h . B u t  n o w ,  
in  a d d itio n  to  th a t , th e r e  w o u ld  b e  a n  
ex tr a  p ip  1

“  D e a r  o ld  b o y , d o n ’t  w o r r y  y o u r s e lf  
a b o u t  th in g s  lik e  th a t , n o w ,”  h e  sa id , 
a n d  h e a v e d  th e  c lo se d  r e c o r d s-b o o k  
d o w n . “  I c a n  lo o k  a f te r  e v e r y th in g .  
It w o n ’t  ta k e  m e  a  m in u te  or tw o  to  
c h e c k  u p . Y o u  k n o w , I ’m  p re tty  h o t
a t  f ig u r e s , o n e  w a y  a n d  a n o th e r - - - - ”

C h e er fu lly  h e  o p en ed  th e  r e c o r d s-b o o k , 
h o ld in g  it  w ith in  th e  r a n g e  o f  C apta in  
H a r d y ’s g a z e . H e  o p en ed  it  a t  th e  la s t  
e n tr y . T h e  c e n tr e  o f  th e  p a g e  cu rv ed  
a n d  h a lf - f e l l  o u t.

“ W h a t  th e  d e v il- - - - ? ”  b rea th ed
H a rd y .

F o r  th e  c e n tr e  o f  th e  p a g e  w a s  n o w  
a  n e a t ly  c u t -o u t ,  b u t u n m is ta k a b le  rep re
s e n ta t io n  o f  a  fe m a le  fo r m . A  v ery  
fe m a le  fo rm .

“  H o ly  S m o k e  1 ”  b re a th e d  th e  
S tu m b le r , a n d  n e a r ly  d rop p ed  th e  b o o k . 
T h e  p a g e s  f lick ed  o v e r . S ev era l o f  th e  
in te r le a v in g  ca rb o n s fe ll o u t , a n d  o n  e a c h  
n e a t  p a g e  th e r e  a p p ea red , in  p u rp le-  
ca rb o n  o u t lin e , y e t  a n o th e r  fe m a le  fo rm . 

A n  e x tr e m e ly  fe m a le  fo rm .
“  F ig u r e s  ! ”  b rea th ed  C ap ta in  H ard y ,

“  a n d  y o u  sa id  y o u  w ere  g o o d  a t- - - - ”
H e  la u g h e d . H e  h e a v e d  w ith  la u g h te r . 

H e  la u g h e d  w h ils t  h is  e y e s  b e c a m e  w e t  
w ith  te a r s .

T h e  M .O . b e c a m e  m o r e  a g ita te d  a n d  
h e n - l ik e  th a n  ev er .

NEXT MONTH
An Enlarged and Improved  “  AIR STORIES  ”

See the Special Announcement on Page 189
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The Gentleman from Java
A  Hawker H art was the Bait 
in a Deadly Sky Trap set by 
Kinley of the Secret Service to 
bring a K iller to the Flaming 
Doom he had Planned for the 

Gentleman from Java

By
Captain J. E. G U R D O N , D .F.C .

CHAPTER I
Secret Service

ON  th e  v ita l  T u e sd a y  m o r n in g  e v e r y  
l it t le  d e ta il h a d  b een  se tt le d  a s  to  
th e  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  th e  y o u n g  

g e n t le m a n  fr o m  J a v a  w a s  to  p er ish  in  
th e  a ir  o v er  K e n t  a t  fo u r  p .m . p rec ise ly .

A t  tw o  o ’c lo c k  th a t  a fte r n o o n  F lig h t  
L ie u te n a n t  'K in ley  w a lk e d  m o o d ily  up  
W h ite h a ll a n d  m a d e  h is  w a y  to  a  cer ta in  
l i t t le  c lu b  in  P a ll M all, w h e r e  th e  m e m 
b ers o f  th e  m o s t  s ile n t  o f  a ll S ile n t  S er
v ic e s  m e e t  fro m  th e  e n d s  o f  th e  e a r th .

A s  h e  h a d  e x p e c te d , T o n y  C arew  w a s  
in  h is  fa v o u r ite  a r m c h a ir  b y  th e  w in d o w , 
h is  e y e s  c lo se d  a n d  a n  illu str a ted ; w e e k ly  
o n  h is  k n e e s .

“  B ee n  a  d ev il o f  a  t im e ,”  m u tte r e d  
T o n y , a s  th o u g h  ta lk in g  in  h is  s lee p .

“  T h e r e ’s  b een  a  d ev il o f  a  lo t  o f  
t a lk .”

T h e  f ig u re  in  th e  a r m c h a ir  o p en ed  o n e  
eye.

“  J o b  ? ”  h e  en q u ired .
“  Y e s .”
“  F ly in g  ? ”
“  Y e s .”
“  In te r e s t in g  ? ”
K in le y  sh r u g g e d , g r u n te d  a n d  p ressed  

a  b e ll . A fte r  a  sp e c u la t iv e  g la n c e  T o b y  
a p p ea red  to  c o m p o se  h im s e lf  for s lu m b er  
a g a in .

‘ ‘ In te r e s t in g  ? ”  h e  rep ea te d  d ro w sily , 
w h e n  th e  ta n k a r d  o f  b eer  h ad  b een  
ord ered  a n d  b ro u g h t.

“  I f  y o u  lik e  p u sh in g  p ra m s— y e s .” As the world spun round, he glimpsed the deadly 
curtain beneath the stars. . . .

12 J
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“  I s e e . So  w e ’re  n u r se m a id s  a g a in ,  

a r e  w e  ? W h o ’s  th e  d is t in g u ish e d  in fa n t  
th is  t im e  ? ”

“  A  D u tc h  g e n t le m a n  fro m  J a v a  w ith  
a  fr e n z y  for f ly in g  a n d  th e  p u ll o f  an  
e le p h a n t  a m o n g  th e  P o w e r s -T h a t-B e . A t  
a n y  ra te , to  h e a r  th e m  ta lk  y o u ’d th in k  
h e ’s  ra th er  m o r e  p r e c io u s  th a n  h is  w e ig h t  
in  ru b ies . A n d  s o ,”  c o n tin u e d  K in le y , 
m o r o s e ly  f in ish in g  h is  b eer , ”  w e ’v e  g o t  
to  g o  f ly in g  w ith  h im . A n d  k eep  on  
f ly in g  w ith  h im . A n d  b eg in  f ly in g  w ith  
h im  a t th r e e -th ir ty  p ip  e m m a  th is  a fte r 
n o o n  a s  e v e r  w a s .”

A b r u p tly  h e  ro se  to  h is  fe e t  a n d  sta red  
o u t  in to  P a ll M all, j in g lin g  th e  c o in s  in  
h is  p o c k e t . T o n y  ch u c k le d .

“  T u t, tu t  ! ”  h e  rep ro v e d . “  P e e v is h 
n e s s  ill b e c o m e s  y o u . N o t b u t th a t  I a m  
s y m p a th e t ic . A t  t im e s , lik e  y o u r s e lf ,  I 
d ep lo re  th is  jo b  o f  o u rs . T h e  s to r y  
w r ite r s  h a v e  g o t it  a ll  w r o n g . N o  s to le n  
c o d e -b o o k s  o f  v ita l n a t io n a l im p o r ta n c e . 
N o  g la m o r o u s  s h e -sp ie s  d r u g g in g  K in g ’s  
M e sse n g e r s  w ith  s c e n te d  c ig a r e tte s . N o 
th in g  b u t m o n th  a fte r  m o n th  o f  to t in g  
ro u n d  w ith  e m in e n t  a lie n s , m a k in g  su re  
th e y  d o n ’t  se e  a n y th in g  th e y  w a n t  to  se e , 
a n d  p r o te c t in g  th e m  fr o m  o th e r  e m in e n t  
a lie n s  w h o  w o u ld  lik e  to  s tr a n g le  ’e m  in  
th e  co rn er  o f a  h a n g a r . B y  th e  w a y ,”  
a d d ed  T o n y  su sp ic io u s ly , “  ju s t  w h y  is  
th e  g e n t le m a n  fr o m  J a v a  su p p o sed  to  be  
so  v a lu a b le  ? ”

K in le y  sa id  n o th in g , b u t fa c e d  h is  c o m 
p a n io n  w ith  a  s lo w  g r in .

“  Y o u ’v e  g u e s se d  i t , ”  h e  m u r m u r e d .
“ N o t a — n o t a n  i n v e n t o r ? ”  cro a k ed  

T o n y .
K in le y  n o d d e d .
‘ ‘ O n e o f  th o se  r e v o lu t io n a r y  in v e n to r s  

w e  read  a b o u t in  th e  p a p ers  ev er y  S u n 
d a y  ? ”

“  N a tu r a lly . W h a t  d o  y o u  e x p e c t ?
. . . N o . Y o u ’re n o t  g o in g  to  h a v e  
a n o th e r  d r in k . I t ’s  t im e  w e  g o t  th e  
B e n tle y  o u t .  W e ’r e  d u e to  m e e t  o u r  
fr ien d  a t  th e  E s tu a r y  F ly in g  C lub in  
e x a c t ly  fo r ty  m in u te s ’ t im e . A n d , for  
o u r  s in s , o n e  o f  u s  w ill be d ro n in g  a b o u t  
K e n t w ith  h im  a t fou r p .m . p r e c is e ly .”
" 'T 'O U C H I N G  th is  in v e n t io n ,”  sa id

A T o n y , a s  th e  B e n tle y  w e a v e d  its

w a y  in  a n d  o u t o f  th e  tra ffic . "  H a v e  y o u
a n y  id e a  w h a t  it  is  ? ”

“  G .S .I . ,”  re tu rn ed  K in le y  b r ie fly .
“  W h a t th e  d e v i l ’s  th a t  ? ”
“  G rou n d  Speed  In d ica to r . S o m e  so r t  

o f  g a d g e t  w h ic h  m e a su r e s  th e  a c tu a l  
sp e ed  o f  a  m a c h in e  in  r e la t io n  to  th e  
g r o u n d , ir resp ec tiv e  o f w in d  or  d rift, an d  
w h e th e r  th e  g ro u n d  is  v is ib le  or n o t . A t  
le a s t , t h a t ’s  w h a t  E in th o v e n  c la im s .”

‘ ‘ H e  b e in g  th e  J a v a n e s e  g e n t  ? ”
“  H o lm e s , y o u  a m a z e  m e  1 Y es, y o u n g  

M r. E in th o v e n  is  th e  la te s t  a p p le  o f  o u r  
e y e . A  D u tc h m a n , to o . T h a t ’s  o n e  o f  
th e  p u z z lin g  fe a tu r e s  o f  th is  a ffa ir . In  
fa c t, it  b r is tle s  w ith  p u z z le s . I m e a n  to 
s a y , i f  E in th o v e n  r e a lly  h a s  h it  o n  s o m e 
th in g  g o o d , w h y  c o m e  to  u s  w ith  it 
in s te a d  o f  g o in g  to  h is  o w n  G o v e rn m en t  
l ik e  a  p a tr io tic  H o lla n d e r  ? W h e n  I 
ra ise d  th e  p o in t th is  m o r n in g  a n  o ff ic io u s  
fo o l fr o m  th e  T re a su ry  to ld  m e  to  m in d  
m y  o w n  b u s in e ss , an d  n o n e  to o  p o lite ly  
a t  th a t . H e n c e  th e  to u c h  o f  ir a sc ib ility  
w h ic h  y o u  n o tic e d . I d o n ’t  lik e  w o r k in g  
in  th e  d ark . A fte r  a ll , w h a t ’s  th e  u se  o f  
b e in g  in  th e  fr ig h tfu lly  S ecre t  S erv ice  if 
o n e ’s  n o t  a llo w e d  to  k n o w  fr ig h tfu l  
s e c r e ts  P ”

“  N o  g o o d  a t  a l l ,”  a g r e e d  T o n y . ”  If  
th is  la d ’s  te l lin g  th e  tr u th , th o u g h , h e ’s  
d o n e  s o m e th in g  g o o d  e n o u g h  to  c a u se  
q u ite  a  lo t o f a  f lu tter  o n c e  th e  n e w s  le a k s  
o u t .”

F o r  a  m o m e n t  K in le y  d id  n o t  rep ly .
‘ ‘ T h ere  m a y  b e s o m e th in g  in  t h a t ,”  

h e  a d m itte d . ‘ ‘ A n y w a y , h e ’s  g o in g  to  
s h o w  u s  th e  w o r k s  a fte r  o u r  lit t le  b it o f  
a v ia t io n  th is  a fte r n o o n . M e a n w h ile , I ’ll 
b et h e  tu rn s  o u t to  b e  a  tw e n ty -s to n e  
F ly in g  D u tc h m a n  w h o  d o e s n ’t k n o w  a  
w o rd  o f E n g lis h .”

CHAPTER II 
The Red Blast

IT  w a s  a  b e t  w h ic h  K in le y  w o u ld  h a v e  
lo s t .
T h e  y o u n g  m a n  w h o m  th e  c lu b  s e c r e 

ta r y  in tr o d u c e d  w a s  ta ll ,  le a n , fa ir -h a ir e d  
a n d  b e sp e c ta c le d  ; a lso  h e  sp o k e  E n g lish  
w ith  c o m p le te  e a se  a n d  o n ly  th e  b a rest  
tr a c e  o f a  g u ttu r a l a c c e n t . B e c a u se  o f  
h is  s e lf -p o s se ss e d  y e t  q u ie t  c o u r te sy , both
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K in le y  a n d  T o n y  to o k  a n  im m e d ia te  
l ik in g  to  h im .

“ It is  v e r y  g o o d  o f  y o u  b o th  to  c o m e  
d o w n ,”  h e  b e g a n . “  I w ill ,  o f  c o u r se ,  
m a k e  y o u  a s  c o m fo r ta b le  a s  I c a n , b u t so  
fa r  o n ly  a  l i t t le  o f  m y  fu r n itu r e  h a s  
a r r iv e d .”

“  Y o u r  fu r n itu r e  ? ”  K in le y  lo o k e d  
u p  in  su r p r ise . “  I th o u g h t  y o u  w e r e  
s ta y in g  h ere  a n d  th a t  w e  w e r e  g o in g  to  
do th e  s a m e .”

* ‘ I w a s  s ta y in g  h e r e  u n ti l q u ite  r e c e n t ly  
b u t I h a v e  ju s t  b o u g h t  a  h o u se  n e a r  b y , 
M a rn ley  M a n o r . I t  w ill be q u ite  p le a sa n t ,  
I th in k , a fte r  r e n o v a tio n  a n d  so  fo r th . 
B u t ,”  E in th o v e n  lo o k e d  a t  h is  w a tc h ,  
“  I w a s  h o p in g  w e  m ig h t  do a  li t t le  f ly in g  
th is  a fte r n o o n . I w a n t  y o u  to  te ll m e  
w h a t  y o u  th in k  o f  o n e  o f  m y  m a c h in e s .  
W ie sm a n n  d e s ig n e d  h er  sp e c ia lly  for m e .  
I t is  n o w  ju s t  a fte r  h a lf -p a s t  th r e e

“  O f c o u r s e .”  K in le y  ju m p e d  to  h is  
fe e t . “  L e t ’s  g e t  a lo n g .”

W a lk in g  a c r o ss  to  th e  sh e d s , h e  
s c r a tc h e d ,h is  c h in  r e fle c tiv e ly .

M a rn ley  M a n o r  ? O ne o f  th e  b ig g e s t  
e s ta te s  in  th e  H o m e  C o u n tie s . So E in 
th o v e n  m u s t  h a v e  m o n e y . L o ts  o f  m o n e y .  
H e  w o n d er ed  if  th is  m ig h t  a c c o u n t  fo r  
th e  p rese n c e  o f th e  u n p le a sa n t  T r e a su r y  
o ffic ia l a t  th a t  m o r n in g ’s  c o n fe r e n c e  in  
W h ite h a ll .

S u d d en ly  h e  r e a lise d  th a t  th e y  h a d  
rea c h e d  th e  ta r m a c  a n d  w e r e  s ta n d in g  b y  
a  g le a m in g  lit t le  tw o -s e a te r . E in th o v e n  
w a s  ta lk in g  to  a  s to u t , sw a r th y  lit t le  m a n  
d ressed  in  g r im y  o v e r a lls .

“  M y m e c h a n ic ,”  h e  ex p la in e d , tu r n 
in g  to  h is  g u e s ts . “  S ch w a r tz , b y  n a m e ,  
a n d  a  g e n iu s  b y  g o o d  lu c k . H e lo o k s  a fte r  
m y  tw o  m a c h in e s  a n d  h is  b ro th er  is  th e  
d o m e s t ic  s ta ff  a t h o m e . A n d  n o w ,”  h e  
g e s tu r e d  to w a r d s  th e  m a c h in e , ‘ ‘ w h a t  do  
y o u  th in k  o f h er  ? ”

K in le y  to o k  in  th e  p o in ts  w ith  o n e  
q u ick , c r it ic a l g la n c e , n o t in g  th e  sh o r t  
sp a n  a n d  n a rro w  ch o rd  o f th e  ta p e r e d , 
sw e p t-b a c k  m e ta l w in g s  ; th e  p o lish e d  
f in ish  o f  th e  o v a l-s e c t io n e d  fu se la g e  ; th e  
e x c e p tio n a lly  s m a ll  fin  a r e a , a n d  th e  
s e n s it iv e , b a la n c e d  e le v a to r s .

“  L o o k s  f a s t ,”  h e  su m m e d  u p . “  N ip p y  
o n  th e  c o n tr o ls . A n d , I sh o u ld  im a g in e ,

a  b it  o f  a  b ru te  to  la n d , in  sp ite  o f  th o se  
e le g a n t  fla p s. P r e tty  to  lo o k  a t , b u t w h y  
a  b ip la n e  ? B it  o ld - fa s h io n e d , i s n ’t  it  ? ”  

T h e D u tc h m a n  la u g h e d .
“ T e c h n ic a l r e a so n s . I w il l  ex p la in

la te r . M e a n w h ile , s h a l l  w e - - - - ? ”
J u st  fo r  a n  in s ta n t  K in le y  p a u se d , s lo w ly  

d ra w in g  o n  h e lm e t  a n d  g o g g le s  th e  w h ile  
h e  s ta red  a t  th e  m a c h in e  th r o u g h  n a r 
r o w ed  e y e s , m e n ta lly  p ic tu r in g  e v e r y  
p o ss ib le  tr ic k  o f  h er f ly in g .

“ S ee  y o u  la te r , T o n y ,”  h e  sa id  su d 
d e n ly , a n d  c lim b e d  in to  th e  c o c k p it .

US E D  th o u g h  K in le y  w a s  to  m a c h in e s  
o f e v e r y  ty p e , th e  b ip la n e ’s  ta k e -o f f  

s ta r tle d  h im . S c a r c e ly  h a d  h e  e v e n  
th o u g h t  o f  e a s in g  th e  s t ic k  b a c k  b efo re  
sh e  dropped  h er  ta il a n d  sc r e a m e d  in to  th e  
z e n ith  lik e  a  s h e ll .

“  P h e w ,”  w h is t le d  K in le y . “  T h e  
k i t e ’s  c la ir v o y a n t .”

T h e  sa m e  a lm o s t  u n c a n n y  im p r e ss io n  
th a t  th e  m a c h in e  co u ld  a c tu a lly  read  h is  
th o u g h ts  m a r k e d  e v e r y  m a n o eu v re . F or  
m a n y  y e a r s  p a st h is  h a n d lin g  o f s t ic k  an d  
ru d d er-b a r  h a d  b een  p u re ly  a u to m a tic .  
If h e th o u g h t  o f  a  ro ll, h is  h a n d s  a n d  fee t  
did th e  rest w ith o u t  b id d in g . In  e v e r y  
o th e r  m a c h in e  th a t  h e  h a d  e v e r  flo w n , 
th o u g h , th e r e  h a d  b een  a  t im e  la g , h o w 
e v e r  sh o r t, b e fo re  th e  c o n tr o ls  to o k  e ffe c t .  
In  th e  W ie s m a n n  b ip la n e , th e y  s e e m e d  
to  w o rk  in s ta n ta n e o u s ly , a lm o s t  in  a d 
v a n c e  o f  h is  w ill .

K in le y  s ig h e d  w ith  s a t is fa c t io n .  
“ T h is ,”  h e  m u r m u r e d  a lo u d , “ is  

w h a t  I ca ll a  rea l a e r o p la n e .”
H e p u t h is  lip s  c lo se  to  th e  m o u th p ie c e  

o f th e  te le p h o n e s .
“  S h e ’s  a w in n e r ,”  h e  s h o u te d . “  H o w  

are  y o u  ? F e e lin g  h a p p y  ? ”
T h e  D u tc h m a n ’s  v o ic e  c a m e  c le a r ly  

th r o u g h  a b o v e  th e  e n g in e ’s  sn a r l a n d  th e  
w a ilin g  w in d .

“  F in e , th a n k s , b u t w il l  y o u  s te a d y  h er
fo r  a  m o m e n t  ? I w ish  to  o b se r v e- - - - ”

It w a s  th e n  th a t  it  h a p p e n e d .
K in le y  h ea rd  a  fa in t  sh a rp  c r a c k , lik e  

b r e a k in g  m e ta l, a n d  th e n  th e  red  b la st  
w a s  u p o n  h im .

A t  first, it  s e e m e d  a s  so lid  a s  a  s h e e t  
o f sc a r le t  g la s s ,  f lu n g  a g a in s t  h is  fa c e  to  
b rea k  in to  a  th o u s a n d  p ie c e s  e n d  s h o w e r  
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a r o u n d  th e  c o c k p it  in  g lit te r in g  fr a g 
m e n ts . N o t u n ti l th e  first sh a r p  s la sh e s  
o f  p a in  h a d  c h a n g e d  to  th e  fu ry  o f  h e a t  
did  h e  r e a lise  th a t  th e  sc a r le t  g la s s  w a s  
fire  a n d  th e  fr a g m e n ts  f la m e s .

“  G od I ”  h e  g a sp e d , sn a p p ed  o ff th e  
p e tr o l, o p e n e d  th e  th r o tt le  to  its  w id e s t  
a n d  ripped  a t  th e  c a tc h  o f  h is  h a r n e ss .

F r o m  b eh in d  h im  th e r e  c a m e  th e  sh o r t, 
h o a r se  cry  o f  a  m a n  w h o  s e e s  d ea th .

O n ce b e fo re , w h e n  a tra ce r  h a d  p ierced  
h is  fro n t ta n k , K in le y  h a d  m et a n d  
g ra p p led  w ith  fire in  th e  a ir . T h ere  h a d  
b een  n o  p a r a c h u te s  th e n , y e t  h e  h a d  su r 
v iv e d . H e  h a d  n o  p a r a c h u te  n o w , y e t  h e  
fo u g h t .

A fte r w a r d s , h e  n e v e r  rem e m b e red  h o w  
h e  g o t  o u t  o f  th e  c o c k p it  o n  to  th e  w in g .  
O f th a t  m o m e n t , a ll  th a t  lin g e r e d  w ere  
m e m o r ie s  o f  a  c o ld ly  fierce  d e te r m in a tio n  
to  su c c e e d  ; o f  a  s e c o n d ’s  H e a v e n -se n t  
r e lie f  w h e n  th e  red  tid e  s e e m e d  for an  
in s ta n t  to  b e su c k e d  b a ck  w h e n c e  it c a m e  ; 
a n d  o f a  sm e ll th a t  lin g e r e d  lo n g  a n d  
s ic k e n in g ly , th e  sm e ll o f  th e  fu r  sm o u ld e r 
in g  on  h is  h e lm e t ’s  p ea k .

T h e  se c o n d  p a ssed  a n d  h e  w a s  h a n g in g  
in  sp a c e , fe e t  s lith e r in g  o n  th e  lo w e r  
p la n e , o n e  h a n d  c la m p e d  to  a  c e n tr e -  
s e c t io n  s tr u t , th e  o th e r  th r u s t  o v er  th e  
c o c k p it ’s  e d g e , s t il l  g r im ly  g r ip p in g  th e  
s t ic k .

A s  a t  a ll t im e s  o f  d a n g er  h e  fo u n d  h im 
se lf  m u tte r in g  a lo u d —

“  B lo w  th e  f la m e s  s id e w a y s ,”  h e  
p a n te d . “  S id e w a y s. T h a t ’s  th e  tic k e t.  
K eep  ’e m  b e tw e e n  th e  w in g s .  K eep  ’e m  
a w a y .”

A g a in  th e  f la m e s  g u sh e d  fro m  th e  
e n g in e , b u t th e  m a c h in e  w a s  n o w  fa llin g  
o n  a  v e r t ic a l w in g -t ip , h er  p la n e s  a s  sh e e r  
a s  th e  w a lls  o f  a  sh a ft .

K in  l e y ’s  m u sc le s  c r a c k e d  a s  th e y  h e ld  
h is  s w a y in g  w e ig h t , u n t i l  o n e  g r o p in g  
fo o t  fo u n d  a  s tr u t a n d  e a s e d  th e  p u n ish 
in g  s tr a in . H e a d  f lu n g  b a c k  to  s e e  th e  
s k y , h e  g lim p se d  th e  f la m e s  s tr e a m in g  
u p w a rd s  b e tw e e n  th e  w in g s  in  ta tte r e d  
b a n n e r s  a n d  r ip p lin g  fo ld s .

AS su d d e n ly  a s  it  b e g a n , th e  in fer n o  
c e a se d .

T h e  la s t  o f  th e  sc a r le t  f la m e s  to r e  th e m 
s e lv e s  a d r ift  l ik e  th e  p e ta ls  o f  a  tu lip  b e in g

p lu c k e d  fro m  its  s te m . A fte r  th e m  sh o t  
a  p u ff o f  b la ck  s m o k e  w h ic h  sp read  a n d  
s ta in e d  th e  sk y  lik e  a  b lo t o f  d r a u g h ts
m a n ’s  in k  o n  a b lu e -p r in t . T h en  s ile n c e  
fe ll a n d  th e  d isc  o f th e  p rop eller  lo s t  its  
g lit te r in g  tr a n sp a r e n c y  a s  th e  b la d es  
b e g a n  to  s lo w  d o w n .

“ G o o d ,”  g r u n te d  K in le y . “ S h e ’s  
d ry . E in th o v e n  1 ”

T h e  g a le  w h ip p e d  th e  w o r d s  fr o m  h is  
lip s .

“  E in th o v e n  ! E in thoven  I  ”
L u d icro u s ly , lik e  th e  h ea d  o f  a  se a l  

r is in g  a b o v e  a  r o c k ’s  r im , th e  D u tc h 
m a n ’s  h e lm e t  p eered  d o w n  fro m  h is  
c o c k p it , th e  su n  g lin t in g  o n  h is  g o g g le s .

A fte r  o n e  h a s ty  g la n c e  th e  h ea d  d is
ap p ea red . K in le y  g r itte d  h is  te e th  a n d  
sh u t  h is  e y e s  in  im p o te n t  e x a sp e r a t io n .  
So th e  fo o l w a s n ’t g o in g  to  do a n y th in g  1 
H e ’d th r o w n  h is  h a n d  in  a n d  w a s  ju s t  
w a it in g  for th e  b u m p . W e ll,  th a t  
f in ish e d  it  1

A lm o s t , in  th a t  m o m e n t , h e  to y e d  w ith  
th e  id ea  o f  le t t in g  g o  a n d  g e t t in g  it  o v er . 
A n  in cred ib le  h a p p e n in g  sca ttere d  h is  
a n g e r . F e eb ly , but u n m is ta k a b ly , th e  
s t ic k  b eg a n  to  tu g  a t h is  n u m b e d  fin g ers.

K in le y  lo o k ed  up .
G r o tesq u e ly  b en t b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  se a ts , 

E in th o v e n  w a s  g r o p in g  in  th e  forw ard  
c o c k p it . T h e  tu g g in g  o f  th e  s t ic k  
s tr e n g th e n e d . W ith  a  c r a c k e d  la u g h , 
K in le y  re lea sed  h is  g r ip , s w u n g  w ild ly  
o u tw a r d s  a n d  b a ck w a r d s , th e n , w ith  o n e  
la s t  e ffo rt o f  h is  a c h in g  le g , h e a v e d  h im 
s e lf  u p  a n d  h o o k e d  th e  e lb o w  o f  h is  free  
a rm  ro u n d  th e  c e n tr e -se c t io n  stru t w h ic h  
h e  h e ld .

T h e  m a c h in e  ro ck ed  v io le n t ly , lev e lled  
u p , a n d  n e a r ly  ro lled  o v e r  o n  th e  o p p o site  
b a n k .

“  S tea d y  1 ”  y e lled  K in le y , a ll  b u t  
p itc h e d  c le a n  o v e r  th e  fu se la g e . “  H o ld  
h er  le v e l .”

O n e h a n d  c lu tc h in g  th e  w in d sc r e e n ,  
th e  o th e r  p ressed  h ard  a g a in s t  th e  c o c k 
p i t ’s  e d g e , h e  s tr u g g le d , h e a v e d , s lu n g  a  
fo o t  o n  to  th e  s e a t , sn a tc h e d  th e  s t ic k  
fr o m  E in th o v e n ’s fin g er s, a n d  s lid  d o w n  
to  fin d  th e  ru d d er-b ar w ith  h is  fee t .

“  L ord  1 ”  h e  w h isp e r e d . “  A n d  th e y  
s a y  th e  a g e  o f  m ir a c le s  is  p a st 1 E n g in e  
o n  fire  a n d  a  te n  th o u sa n d  fo o t  s id es lip  o n
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a  ’b u s  lik e  a  ju m p in g  flea , y e t  w e ’re s t ill  
h ere  1 ”

H e  g la n c e d  a t  th e  a lt im e te r , w h ic h  
sh o w e d  a  b a re  tw o  th o u sa n d  fe e t . T h e  
e n g in e  c o u g h e d  a n d  b e llo w e d  a s  it  s u c k e d  
in  fresh  fu e l.

“  N o w ,”  g r u n te d  K in le y , s u d d e n ly  
g r im , ‘ ‘ n o w , M r. B la s te d -T r e a su r y -  
O ffk ia l, n o w  w e  w ill s ta r t  m in d in g  o u r  
o w n  b u s in e s s .”

W ith  v ic io u s  sk ill  h e  s w u n g  th e  b ip la n e  
ro u n d  a n d  h e a d e d  h er  for h o m e .

CHAPTER in
Attempted Murder

A W H IT E -F A C E D  T o n y , fo llo w e d  b y  
th e  e n g in e e r , ran  s tu m b lin g ly  t o 

w a r d s  th e  b ip la n e  a s  K in le y  ta x ie d  u p  to  
th e  ta r m a c . U n a b le  a t first to  find  h is  
b rea th , T o n y  c lu n g  to  a  s tru t an d  h e lp ed  
to  s w in g  th e  m a c h in e  ro u n d  rea d y  to  ru n  
in to  th e  h a n g a r .

In  th e  sh a d o w e d  lig h t , K in le y  fe lt  a  
b lo w  b e tw e e n  th e  sh o u ld e rs  a n d  lo o k e d  
ro u n d  to* find  h is  p a sse n g e r  h o ld in g  o u t  a  
h a n d .

“  M a rv e llo u s  ! ”  cr ied  th e  D u tc h m a n .  
“  M a r v e llo u s  ! I th o u g h t  w e  w e r e  d o n e  
for . H o w  d id  y o u  p u t it  o u t ? ”

K in le y  ra ised  h is  g o g g le s  to  w ip e  a w a y  
th e  sw e a t  w h ic h  w a s  tr ic k lin g  in to  h is  
e y e s .

“  I d id n ’t , ”  h e  rep lied . “  It b le w  o u t . 
A ll I d id  w a s  to  c u t th e  ju ic e  a n d  g iv e  
h er  fu ll th r o tt le  to  ru n  th e  ca rb u re tto r s  
d ry  a s  q u ic k ly  a s  p o ss ib le . O n ce  an  
e n g in e ’s  o n  fire i t ’s  th e  o n ly  th in g  to  do . 
B u t, w h y  th e  d e v il d id  s h e  c a tc h  lik e  th a t  
— H e llo , T o n y  1 E n jo y  th e  p y r o te c h n ic  
d isp la y  ? ”

L o o k in g  u p  a t  th e  c o c k p it , T o n y  d rew  
a  d eep  b rea th .

“  G au d y , b u t n o t  n e a t ,”  h e  g r o w le d . 
“  I h o p e- - - - ”

T h e  c l ic k  o f  m e ta l  o n  c o n c r e te  c u t  sh o r t  
h is  w o rd s.

S c h w a r tz  h a d  r e m o v e d  a  s e c t io n  o f  
c o w lin g  a n d  w a s  p eer in g  a n d  fu m b lin g  
in s id e  th e  e n g in e . T h e  D u tc h m a n  sp o k e  
in  a  la n g u a g e  n e ith e r  K in le y  n o r  T o n y  
co u ld  u n d e r sta n d , a n d  th e  e n g in e e r  rep lied  
w ith o u t  lo o k in g  u p .

“  H e  s a y s  h e  h a s  fo u n d  a  b ro k en  e le c 

tr ic a l c o n n e c t io n ,”  E in th o v e n  tr a n s la te d . 
‘ ‘ T h a t, o f  c o u r se , w o u ld  a c c o u n t  fo r  th e  
tr o u b le . It h a s  h a p p e n e d  to  a e r o p la n e s  
b e fo r e .”

K in le y  fr o w n e d .
“  It h a s ,”  h e  a d m itte d  s lo w ly . “ A ll  

th e  s a m e - - - - ”
S u d d e n ly  a n d  q u ic k ly  h e  b e g a n  to  c lim b  

o u t  o f  h is  s e a t , g r ip p in g  E in th o v e n ’s  a rm  
a s  h e  d id  s o .

“  Call y o u r  m a n  o f f ,”  h e  sa id . “  N o  
d o u b t h e ’s  r ig h t. I w a n t  to  lo o k  m y se lf ,  
th o u g h . T o n y , g e t  b u sy  w ith  th e  c lu b  
se c r e ta r y  a n d  sh o o  a w a y  th e  in q u is it iv e .  
S a y  w e  ’ll p u t in  a ll rep orts  a n d  w h a tn o ts  
la te r . M e a n w h ile - - - - ”

S c h w a r tz  s to o d  a s id e  a s  h e  le a p t to  th e  
g r o u n d , b u t p o in ted  to  a  c h a fe d  a n d  
b ro k en  h ig h  te n s io n  le a d .

“  H u m p h ,”  g ru n ted  K in le y , th e n  fish ed  
a n  e le c tr ic  to r c h  fro m  h is  p o c k e t  an d  
b e g a n  a  m e t ic u lo u s  e x a m in a t io n  o f  th e  
e n g in e .

T en  m in u te s  la te r  h e  s to o d  u p , id ly  
s tu ffin g  th e  to r c h  a n d  a  h a n d k e r c h ie f  b a ck  
in to  h is  p o c k e t . R e tu r n in g  fro m  h is  ta sk  
o f  p ersu a d in g  th e  in ter este d  lit t le  cro w d  
to  d isp erse , T o n y  n o tic e d  th a t  h is  fr ie n d ’s 
fa c e  h ad  se t  in  fa m ilia r  lin e s  o f  c o n c e n 
tra ted  th o u g h t .

W ith  a  n o d  o f  a c k n o w le d g m e n t  to  th e  
m e c h a n ic  K in le y  b e c k o n e d  E ith o v e n  
a s id e .

‘ ‘ C an w e  g e t  a lo n g  to  y o u r  p la c e  w ith 
o u t  b e in g  h e ld  up  a t  th e  c lu b h o u s e ,”  h e  
a sk e d . “  I w a n t  to  ta lk  to  y o u .”

T h e D u tc h m a n  lo o k e d  a t  h im  c u r io u s ly  
b u t sa id  n o th in g  a n d  led  th e  w a y  to  th e  
b a c k  o f  th e  h a n g a r , w h e r e  h e  o p en ed  a  
s id e  door.

“  A c r o ss  th is  road  a n d  a  c o u p le  o f  fie ld s  
a n d  w e  a re  h o m e ,”  h e  sa id . “  N o w  
w h a t  ? ”

“ Y o u r  e n g in e e r ,”  b e g a n  K in le y  
a b ru p tly . “  A r e  y o u  a b so lu te ly  su r e  h e ’s 
re lia b le  ? ”

“  A b so lu te ly . H e  k n o w s  a lm o s t  a s  
m u c h  a b o u t  m y  r e se a r c h e s  a s  I do  
m y s e lf .”

K in le y  w h is t le d .
“  T h e  d e v il h e  d o e s  ! T h a t ’s  in te r e s t 

in g .”
“  E x c e p t, o f  c o u r se , fo r  th e  r e su lts  o f  

th e  c o n c lu d in g  a n d  c r u c ia l e x p e r im e n ts ,”
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c o n tin u e d  E in th o v e n . “  B u t  th e n  e v e n  
I c a n ’t  q u ite  te l l h o w  th o s e  a re  g o in g  to  
tu r n  o u t .”

”  N o ,”  a g ree d  K in le y . “  I su p p o se  
n o t .  A n d  d o es  S c h w a r tz  k n o w  th e  n a tu r e  
o f  th e  e x p e r im e n ts  y o u  h a v e  in  m in d  ? ”  

T h e  rep ly  w a s  d e c is iv e .
“  H e  d o es  n o t . A s  a n  e x p er t a s s is ta n t  

I a llo w  h im  to  fo llo w  m y  r e se a r c h e s , b u t  
n o t  to  p reced e  t h e m .”

W ith  a  s ig h  K in le y  ra n  a  h a n d  th r o u g h  
h is  h a ir .

“  A n o th e r  g o o d  id e a ’s  g o n e  b u st t h e n ,”  
h e  la m e n te d . “  H a v e  y o u  k n o w n  h im  
lo n g  ? ”

”  H e  a n d  h is  b ro th er  h a v e  b een  w ith  
m e  se v e r a l y ea rs . In  fa c t  th e y  a c c o m 
p a n ied  m e  fro m  J a v a .”

E in th o v e n  p a u sed  a n d  la u g h e d .
“  If y o u ’re  su s p e c t in g  p oor S ch w a r tz  

o f  a n y th in g  w o r se  th a n  a  lit t le  c a r e le ss 
n e s s  y o u ’re w a s t in g  y o u r  t im e ,”  h e  c o n 
t in u e d . “  I sh o u ld  be lo s t  w ith o u t  h im . 
H e  n o t  o n ly  lo o k s  a fte r  m y  e n g in e s , a n d  
h e lp s  in  th e  p r a c tic a l la b o r a to r y  w o rk , 
b u t h a s  a lso  d o n e  a  lo t  o f f ly in g  for m e . 
H e  is  a  f ir st-ra te  p ilo t , w h e r e a s  m y  e y e s  
a r e  n o t  so u n d  e n o u g h  fo r  m e  to  h a n d le  
a n y th in g  b u t th e  e a s ie s t  m a c h in e s . T h a t  
w a s  w h y  I b eg g ed  th e  s e r v ic e s  o f  so m e o n e  
lik e  y o u r se lf . I w o u ld  n o t  tru st ev e n  
S ch w a r tz  w ith  th e  W ie sm a n n , or w ith  th e  
a e r o p la n e  w h ic h  I h o p e  w e  s h a l l  b e u s in g  
to - m o r r o w .”

K in le y  n o d d ed .
'* I h ea rd  a b o u t  it  th is  m o r n in g . 

S p e c ia lly  b u ilt  fo r  h ig h  f ly in g , a n d  so  
fo r th , e h  ? Y o u  w a n t  to  te s t  y o u r  
a p p a r a tu s  a t  fo r ty  th o u sa n d  fe e t  or  th e r e 
a b o u ts  ? Q u ite  so . W e ll ,  s in c e  th e  
b ro th ers  S c h w a r tz  are  b y  w a y  o f  b e in g  
p a ls  o f  y o u r s , I su g g e s t  y o u  p u t th e m  on  
g u a rd  o v e r  th e  m o n o p la n e , a n d  m a k e  
th e m  s ta y  p u t a l l  n ig h t .”

E in th o v e n  h a lte d  in  h is  tr a c k s , b u t  
K in le y  m o tio n e d  h im  to  s ile n c e .

“  J u s t  a  m in u te . I u n d e r sta n d  th a t  
y o u r  r e se a r c h  m a c h in e  h a s  b een  k e p t  
u n d e r  lo c k  a n d  k e y  evejr s in c e  sh e  
a rriv ed  ? ”

“  T h a t is  so , b u t - - - - ”
“  W h e r e a s  th e  b ip la n e  h a s  b een  in  an  

o p e n  h a n g a r  w ith  p e o p le  c o m in g  a n d  
g o in g  a ll  th e  t im e  ? ”

T h e  D u tc h m a n  lo o k e d  K in le y  s tr a ig h t  
in  th e  e y e s .

“  Y e s ,”  h e  a n sw e r e d . “  A n d  y o u  a re  
te l l in g  m e  th a t  y o u  su sp e c t s a b o ta g e ,  
e h  ? W e ll ,  th a t w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b een  
im p o ss ib le , b e c a u se  S c h w a r tz  h a s  sp e n t  
m u c h  o f h is  t im e  o n  th e  m o n o p la n e .”  

K in le y  g la n c e d  a t  h is  w a tc h .
“  C an y o u  len d  m e  a  ca r  ? ”  h e  a sk e d . 

“  I a m  g o in g  to  T o w n , b u t th e  B e n t le y  
m u st s ta y  h ere . So m u st  y o u , T o n y . I f  
th e r e ’s d irty  w o r k  a fo o t  I w a n t  it  to  s e e m  
th a t  w e ’re s t ill  on  th e  p r e m is e s .”

IT  w a s  ju st  tw o  h o u r s  la te r  th a t  K in le y  
d rove E in th o v e n ’s  sp o r ts -c a r  a w a y  fr o m  

th e  la b o ra to r y  o f  th e  d is t in g u ish e d  c h e m is t  
w h o  m o re  th a n  o n c e  h a d  h e lp ed  th e  S er
v ic e , b u t h e  d rove w ith o u t  th e  e le c tr ic  
to r c h  a n d  th e  h a n d k e r c h ie f  w h ic h  h e  h a d  
s to w e d  a w a y  so c a s u a lly  in  th e  h a n g a r .

“  T h ere  are  g ly c e r in e  s ta in s  o n  th e  
h a n d k e r c h ie f  w ith  w h ic h  y o u  c le a n e d  th e  
e n g in e  b e a r e r s ,”  th e  c h e m is t  h a d  sa id . 
“  T h e  c r y s ta ls , w h ic h  y o u  scra p ed  up  in  
th e  cap  o f  th e  to r c h  fr o m  th e  b o tto m  o f  
th e  c o w lin g , c o n s is t  o f  p e r m a n g a n a te  o f  
p o ta sh . B o th  o f  th e m  v e r y  c o m m o n  su b 
s ta n c e s  a n d  y e t  in  c o n ta c t  w ith  o n e  a n 
o th e r  th e y  in fa ll ib ly  p ro d u ce  fire . I 
a ssu m e  th a t  th e y  w e r e  c o n ta in e d  in  
se p a r a te  c o m p a r tm e n ts  o f  a  v e s s e l m a d e  
o f  so m e  c o m b u stib le  m a te r ia l a n d  
eq u ip p ed  w ith  a  s im p le  t im in g  d ev ic e  
w h ic h  w o u ld  c a u se  th e m  to  m ix  a t  a  pre
a r r a n g e d  m o m e n t . M a y  I k e e p  th e se  
e x h ib its  ? T h e  id ea  is  m o s t  in g e n io u s .”  

T u r n in g  th e se  w o rd s  o v er  in  h is  m in d  
a s  h e  d ro v e , K in le y  su d d e n ly  g r in n ed .

“ M o s t ,”  h e  w h isp er ed  s o f t ly  to  h im 
s e lf ,  a n d  to o k  a  sh o r t c u t  to  th e  T re a su ry .

BY  a r r a n g e m e n t, K in le y  a n d  T o n y  
sh a r ed  a  r o o m  a t M a m le y  M a n o r  th a t  

n ig h t .
“  I w a n te d  to  ta lk  to  y o u  a lo n e ,”  

K in le y  e x p la in e d , s h u t t in g  th e  b ed ro o m  
d o o r . ”  T h e r e ’s  s o m e th in g  v e r y  q u eer , 
v e r y  c o m p lic a te d , a n d  v e r y  f ish y  g o in g  o n . 
I d o n ’t  w a n t  E in th o v e n  to  k n o w  it  y e t , so  
I k e p t  m u m  th is  e v e n in g , b u t th a t  
’b u s- - - - ”

“  W a s  d e lib e r a te ly  s e t  o n  f ir e ,”  c o m 
p le te d  T o n y .
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“  E x a c t ly . S o m e  so r t o f  in fe r n a l  

m a c h in e  h a d  b een  s tu c k  b e tw e e n  th e  
e n g in e  a n d  th e  fro n t ta n k . If w e  h a d n ’t  
k ep t th e  f la m e s  b lo w in g  o u t a t  o n e  s id e  
th e  h e a t  w o u ld  h a v e  m a d e  th e  ta n k  g o  
b a n g . A n d  th e r e  w o u ld n ’t  h a v e  b een  
m u c h  n e e d  to  b o th er  th e  co r o n e r  a fte r  
t h a t .”

“  S c h w a r tz , o f  c o u r se  ? ”
“  A p p a r e n tly  n o t . T h a t ’s  th e  q u eer  

part o f  it . H e  is  th e  o b v io u s  su sp e c t , b u t  
it  s e e m s  w e ’v e  g o t  to  w a sh  h im  o u t  
b e c a u se  i t ’s  d ead  a g a in s t  h is  in te r e s ts  to  
do E in th o v e n  in . H e  a lr ea d y  k n o w s  a ll 
th e r e  is  to  k n o w  a b o u t th is  p r e c io u s  
g a d g e t, a n d  if  o n ly  h e  w a its  u n ti l  th e  la s t  
e x p e r im e n ts  are  fin ish ed  h e ’ll h o ld  th e  
w h o le  b a g  o f  tr ic k s . S u p p o sin g , th e r e fo r e , 
th a t  h e  r e a lly  is  w o r k in g  for a  d o u b le -  
c r o ss , h is  g a m e  m u st  be to  ch e r ish  th e  
y o u n g  m a s te r  u n ti l  h e ’s  d e liv ered  th e  
g o o d s . A g r e e d  ? ”

T o n y  sc r a tc h e d  h is  h ea d .
“  P u t in  th a t  w a y  it so u n d s  s e n s e ,”  h e  

a d m itte d . ‘ ‘ Y et th e r e ’s  a  n ig g e r  in  th e  
th ic k e t  so m e w h e r e . G ot a n y  id e a s  ? ”  

F o r  a  m o m e n t  K in le y  w a s  s ile n t .
“  It m a y  so u n d  c r a z y ,”  h e  sa id  s lo w ly ,  

“  b u t I c a n ’t  g e t  th a t  T rea su ry  b lo k e  o u t  
o f  m y  m in d . H e  d o e s n ’t  fit in to  th e  
p u z z le  a n d  y e t  I fee l cer ta in  h e ’s  th e  k e y  
p ie c e . I m e a n , th is  is  e s s e n t ia lly  a  S erv ice  
jo b , so  w h y  d rag  h im  in  ? I sa w  h im  
a g a in  th is  a fte r n o o n  a n d  a sk e d  h im  w h y ,  
p o in t-b la n k . H e  ju s t  sm ile d  a n d  sa id  
th a t  h e  w o u ld  re fe r  m y  en q u ir y  to  th e  
h e a d  o f  h is  D e p a r tm e n t. T h a t h a d  m e  
b e a t for to -n ig h t  a t  a n y  ra te . So I c a m e  
b a c k . T o -m o r r o w  th o u g h . . . . A n d  
ta lk in g  o f  to -m o r r o w  r e m in d s  m e  th a t  
w e ’re d u e  to  fly  to  c o lo ssa l h e ig h ts  a t  
d a w n . G o o d -n ig h t .”

K in le y  c lim b ed  in to  b ed  a n d  r esp o n d e d  
to  a ll fu rth er  q u e st io n s  b y  fe ig n in g  c o m 
p le te  u n c o n sc io u sn e s s .

CHAPTER IV 
Death in the Heights

DA W N  fo u n d  b oth  a ir m e n  in  th e  
se a le d  ca b in  o f  th e  h ig h -f ly in g  m o n o 

p la n e  w h ic h  E in th o v e n  h a d  h a d  b u ilt  to  
h is  o w n  d e s ig n . K in le y  w a s  a t  th e  c o n 
t r o ls  w ith  T o n y  b y  h is  s id e , a n d  th e

D u tc h m a n  sa t su rro u n d ed  b y  e le c tr ic a l  
a p p a ra tu s  in  a  sea t ju s t  b eh in d  th e m .

A t first, n e ith e r  h a d  b een  q u ite  h a p p y  
a t th e  p ro sp e c t o f f ly in g  to  su c h  g rea t  
h e ig h ts  w ith o u t  p ressu re  s u its , or  e v en  
o rd in a ry  o x y g e n  a p p a ra tu s , b u t in  th e  
en d  e a c h  w a s  rea ssu red  b y  th e  in g e n u ity  
o f E in th o v e n ’s d e v ic e s  for th e  iso la t io n  o f  
th e  c a b in  a n d  th e  u n fa i l in g  su p p ly  o f  
b r ea th a b le  a ir  a t v a r y in g  a tm o sp h e r ic  
p ressu r es . F r o m  th is  r e a ssu r a n c e  sp r a n g  
a  k e e n  a d m ir a tio n  for th e  in v e n to r ’s  
b ra in s , a n d , p a r tic u la r ly  in  K in le y ’s  
m in d , a  g r o w in g  r e a lisa t io n  o f  th e  g rea t  
f in a n c ia l r e so u r c e s  w h ic h  h e  m u s t  h a v e  
a t  h is  c o m m a n d .

W ith  th e  a lt im e te r  s h o w in g  tw e n ty -f iv e  
th o u sa n d  fe e t , K in le y  sw u n g  e a stw a r d s  
to w a r d s  th e  s e a . T h e s u n , a lr e a d y  h ig h  
o v e r  • lo n g  h o r iz o n ta l b a n k s  o f c lo u d , 
s tr u c k  a  m y r ia d  o r a n g e  sp a rk s  fro m  th e  
ribs an d  fa n s  o f  ic e  w h ic h  fro sted  th e  
ca b in  w in d o w s . In s id e  th e  ca b in  a ll w a s  
w a r m  a n d  q u ie t  e x c e p t for th e  s te a d y  
d r u m m in g  o f  th e  e n g in e s .

A t  tw e n ty -e ig h t  th o u sa n d  K in le y  
lo o k e d  a t T o n y  a n d  sm ile d . ‘ ‘ D o n ’t  
s t ic k  y o u r  e lb o w  th r o u g h  th e  w in d o w ,”  
h e  w a r n e d . ‘ ‘ I t  w o u ld n ’t  b e a lto g e th e r  
h e a lt h y .”

B e h in d  th e m  th e  D u tc h m a n  c h u c k le d .
‘ ‘ H e ’d h a v e  to  u se  a  h a m m e r  to  b rea k  

th e  g la s s ,”  h e  re to r ted . “  W e ’re sa fe  
e n o u g h . W il l  y o u  fly  tru e  n o r th  m a g n e t ic  
n o w , p le a se  ? A n d  w o u ld  y o u  lik e  to  h ea r  
h o w  th e  a p p a r a tu s  w o r k s  ? ”

“ W e ’v e  b e e n  w a it in g ,”  sa id  K in le y  
tr u th fu lly .

“  It is  so  s im p le ,”  e x p la in e d  E in th o v e n ,  
a lm o s t  a p o lo g e t ic a lly . “  T h e  e a r th — th e  
w o r ld — h a s  a  m a g n e t ic  fie ld . I f  a  co il o f  
w ir e  c u ts  th a t  m a g n e t ic  fie ld  y o u  g e t  a  
cu rre n t o f e le c tr ic ity , an d  th e  m o r e  c o ils  
y o u  h a v e , a n d  th e  fa s te r  y o u  cu t th e  fie ld , 
th e  g r e a te r  th e  f lo w  o f e le c tr o m o t iv e  
fo r c e .

“  A ll r ig h t . N o w , in  th e  m a g n e t ic  fie ld  
w e  h a v e  o u r  s ta n d a rd  for m e a s u r in g  
g r o u n d  sp eed  a n d  d rift, a  s ta n d a rd  w h o lly  
u n a ffe c te d  b y  th e  s tr e n g th  or  d ire c tio n  o f  
th e  w in d . I t  is  th e  o n ly  c o n c e iv a b le  
s ta n d a rd . T h e  l in e s  o f  fo rce  in  th e  
m a g n e t ic  fie ld  g iv e  u s  o u r  m ile s to n e s .  
A n d  so  fo r  lo w  a lt itu d e  w o r k  I u se
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a  b ip la n e  to  g iv e  m o r e  sco p e  in  th e  
w in g s  fo r  th e  n e c e s s a r y  c o ils . T h a t  
a n sw e r s  o n e  o f  y o u r  q u e s t io n s , F lig h t  
L ie u te n a n t . B u t, in  a d d itio n  to  th a t , w e  
r o ta te  o u r  c o ils . T h e y  a re  in s id e  th e  
w in g s — v e r y  s im p le  w h e n  y o u  k n o w  th e  
m e c h a n is m — so  th a t  a n y  p o in t  o n  th e  co il 
is  m o v in g  n o t  o n ly  ro u n d  b u t forw ard , 
l ik e  a  sp e c k  o f  m u d  o n  th e  r im  o f a  
b ic y c le  w h e e l. In  fa c t , w e  m ig h t  c o m 
p a re  it  to  a  sp ira l sp r in g  b e in g  p u lled  o u t. 
A n d  th e n - - - - ”

“  S o rry  to  in te r r u p t ,”  sa id  K in le y ,
“  b u t th e r e ’s  s o m e th in g  w h ic h  I ’d ra th er  
l ik e  to  lo o k  in t o .”

H is  e y e s  w ere  fix ed  u p o n  a  fa in t d is 
c o lo u r a tio n  in  th e  r o o f  p a n e llin g . A t  th e  
m o m e n t  it  w a s  n o  b ig g e r  th a n  a  p en n y , 
b u t it  w a s  sp r ea d in g  ra p id ly  o u tw a r d s , 
a lo n g  a  s e m i-c ir c u la r  e d g e , l i k e . th e  
g r o w th  o f  fu n g u s  o n  a  d a m p  w a ll.

T h r o tt lin g  b a ck , K in le y  e a se d  th e  s t ic k  
fo rw a rd , a n d  s i le n c e  fe ll l ik e  th e  so ft  
d e sc e n t  o f  a  b la n k e t . I t  w a s  a  s ile n c e  
b ro k en  o n ly  b y  th e  s ig h  o f  a ir  e sc a p in g  
fr o m  th e  c a b in . „

“  G osh  I ”  c h o k e d  T o n y , th e n  c o u g h e d  
an d  g a sp e d .

E in th o v e n  w r e n c h e d  a t  h is  co lla r , a s  
th o u g h  to  te a r  it  a w a y , th e n  c lap p ed  h is  
h a n d s  to  h is  ea rs  a n d  g r o a n e d .

L ik e  a  s tr a n g e r  s h o u t in g  a b o v e  th e  roar  
o f  th e  s e a , K in le y  h ea rd  h is  o w n  v o ic e ,  
b u t lo u d e r  e v e n  th a n  h is  v o ic e  th e r e  
h isse d  th e  im p a tie n t  e sc a p in g  a ir . T h e  
d isc o lo u r a tio n  h a d  g r o w n  to  th e  sp a n  o f  
a  m a n ’s  h a n d , w eb b e d  lik e  a  sp id e r ’s  w eb  
b y  s ilv e r y  c r a c k s . T h e  g r o o v e s  o f  th e  
p a n e llin g  w e r e  r a t t lin g  w ith  b r ittle  
c r a c k le s .

“  S w a l lo w ,”  h e  c a lle d , y e t  th e  cry  w a s  
a  c r o a k . “  K eep  o n  s w a llo w in g . D o n ’t 
le t  a ir  p ressu r e  . . . b u rst . . . ear  
d ru m s . . . c a r e fu l n o w  . . . e v e r y 
t h in g ’ll b e a ll  r ig h t. . . . ”

T h e  m a n y  w o rd s  ju m b le d  in to  o n e , y e t  
a  w o rd  w h ic h  a c te d  lik e  a  ta lism a n , w h ic h  
h is  m in d  k ep t re p e a tin g  a g a in  a n d  a g a in .
. . . “  E v e r y th in g  w ill  be a ll  r ig h t. . . . ”
O f c o u r se  e v e r y th in g  w o u ld  b e  a ll r ig h t.
. . . I t  h a d  to  b e a ll  r ig h t . . . .  I t  m u st  
be a ll  r ig h t.

T h e  s tr a in e d  p a n e l sp lit  s ta r w ise  fro m  
th e  b r o w n e d  c e n tr e , a n d  p a r ted  a lo n g  its
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g lis te n in g  r ibs, to  b e sh a tte r e d  b y  th e  g a le  
in  a  flu rry  o f  t r ia n g le s , s c im ita r s  a n d  
g le a m in g  fla k es .

K in le y  tr im m e d  th e  ta il  fo r  g lid in g  a n d  
p ressed  th e  h e e ls  o f  h is  h a n d s  a g a in s t  h is  
h e a d . H is  ears d r u m m ed  a n d  h is  te m p le s  
p u lse d . A s  h e  sw a llo w e d , h is  p a la te  
s e e m e d  to  r in g  to  th e  b r e a k in g  o f  b u c k le d  
t in .

H is  fist fo u n d  th e  s t ic k , a n d  th e  m u sc le s  
o f  h is  le g s  te n se d , th e n  re la x ed  to  th e  
fa m ilia r  b a la n ced  p ressu re  o f  th e  ru d d er-  
b a r . T h e  m a c h in e ’s  n o se  s te a d ie d  a n d  
th e  r u sh in g  a lt im e te r  c h e c k e d  to  a  g e n t le  
drop .

“  A ll w e ll ,  T o n y  ? ”
“  N o . I ’m  g o in g  to  b e s ic k .” .
‘ ‘ T h en  b e , w ith  m y  b le s s in g . H o w ’s  

E in th o v e n  ? ”
“  A in ’t - h o v in ’ a  lo v e ly  t im e . H a , h a  ! 

J o k e  ! . . . ”
T h e  a lt im e te r  n e e d le  w a v e r e d  a ro u n d  

f if te e n  th o u sa n d  b e fo r e  b e g in n in g  a  
s te a d y , c o m fo r ta b le  fa ll .

“  J o k e  o v e r ,”  sa id  K in le y .

BE C A U S E  h e  w ish e d  to  a v o id  m a k in g  
a  se c o n d  sp e c ta c u la r  a p p e a r a n c e  u p o n  

th e  c lu b  a er o d r o m e , K in le y  la n d ed  in  a  
lo n g  m e a d o w  b eh in d  M a rn ley  M an or, 
a fte r  a  d e scen t w h ic h  h e  d e lib e ra te ly  p ro
lo n g e d  so  a s  to  a c c lim a t is e  h im s e lf  a n d  h is  
p a sse n g e r s . T h a n k s  to  th is  p r e c a u tio n , 
e a c h  h a d  m a d e  a  g o o d  r e c o v e r y  b y  th e  
t im e  th e y  rea c h e d  th e  g r o u n d , th o u g h  
t h e y  w e r e  s t ill  su ffe r in g  fr o m  p a rtia l d e a f
n e s s  a n d  sp litt in g  h e a d a c h e s .

B e fo r e  th e  m a c h in e  h a d  ru n  to  a  s ta n d 
s t i l l  a  th ic k -s e t  lit t le  m a n  e m e r g e d  fr o m  
th e  h o u se  a n d  tr o tte d  to w a r d s  th e m .  
K in le y  sw itc h e d  o ff, o p e n e d  th e  r o o f, a n d  
s to o d  u p .

“  S ch w a r tz  m in o r  ? ”  h e  a sk e d  q u ick ly , 
w ith  a  n od  to w a r d s  th e  h u r r y in g  figu re .

E in th o v e n  n od ded  in  s ile n c e  a n d  s w u n g  
o n e  le g  o v e r  th e  s id e  o f  th e  fu se la g e .

‘ ‘ T h e n  te l l  h im  th a t  th e  m a c h in e ’s  n o t  
to  b e  m o v e d , a n d  th a t  b o th  h e  a n d  h is  
b r o th e r  h a v e  g o t  to  s ta y  r ig h t h ere . T h e  
tr u s ty  m e c h a n ic  is  b o u n d  to  b e a lo n g  in  a  
m in u te — in  fa ct I s e e  h im  sc o o t in g  u p  
th e  road  n o w . W e ll, le t  h im  s c o o t . W e  
th r e e  h a v e  g o t to  do a  sp o t o f  e a r n e st  
ta lk in g . A ls o , I co u ld  m a n a g e  a  d r in k .”
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“  S a m e  h e r e ,”  T o n y  a g ree d  fe r v e n t ly .
E in th o v e n  ju m p e d  to  th e  g r o u n d  a n d  

sp o k e  r a p id ly  in  D u tc h . T h e  m a n se r v a n t  
b o w e d  g r a v e ly , th o u g h  h is  e y e s  w e r e  fix ed  
o n  K in le y  w ith  a n  e x p r e ss io n  o f  in te n se  
c u r io s ity .

“ A n d  n o w ,”  en d ed  E in th o v e n , c la p 
p in g  a  h a n d  o n  T o n y ’s sh o u ld e r , “ w e  
w ill  g o  u p  to  th e  h o u se  a n d  sa m p le  
s o m e  r a th e r  sp e c ia l w h isk e y  I h a v e  
r e c e n tly  a c q u ir e d .”

In  a  r o o m  c le a r ly  u se d  a s  a  s tu d y , 
E in th o v e n  p ro d u ced  d eca n te r  a n d  g la s se s  
a n d  p o u red  o u t  th r e e  s tr o n g  d r in k s . 
E x c e p t fo r  a  m u tte r e d  to a s t , n o n e  sp o k e  
u n til  th e  g la s s e s  h a d  b een  e m p tie d  a n d  
refilled .

“  D e f in ite ly  w h a t  th e  d o c to r  o r d e r e d ,”  
d ecid ed  K in le y , s in k in g  in to  a  c h a ir  a n d  
f il lin g  a  p ip e . “  B ra in s  b e in g  c le a r  o n c e  
m o r e , w e  w il l  n o w  g o  in to  c o m m itte e , a n d  
th e  first i t e m  o n  th e  a g e n d a , M r. E in 
th o v e n , c o n s is t s  o f  o n e  q u e s t io n —  
‘ W h e r e  d o e s  th e  T re a su ry  c o m e  in  on  
th is  s h o w  ? ’ ”

F r o w n in g  a s  th o u g h  em b a r r a sse d , E in 
th o v e n  h p sita te d .

“ W e l l ,”  h e  b eg a n  s lo w ly , “ I a m  
r e a lly  h a r d ly  a t  lib e r ty  to - - - - ”

“  O ne m o m e n t ,”  K in le y ’s  v o ic e  w a s  
s o ft , a lm o s t  p u rr in g , b u t T o n y  d e te c te d  a  
fa m ilia r  s t e e ly  u n d e r to n e . “ J u s t  o n e  
m o m e n t , M r. E in th o v e n . W ith in  th e  la s t  
tw e n ty - fo u r  h o u r s  w e  h a v e  e sc a p e d , b y  
a m a z in g  g o o d  lu c k , tw o  c o ld -b lo o d e d  a n d  
d a m n a b le  a t te m p ts  a t  m u r d e r .”

“  T w o  ? ”
“ Y es— tw o . A n  in c e n d ia r y  g a d g e t  

h a d  b een  r ig g e d  u p  in s id e  th e  W ie s m a n n ,  
a n d  w h e n  y o u  e x a m in e  th e  m o n o p la n e  
I ’v e  n o  d o u b t y o u  w il l  fin d  th a t  th e  
o r ig in a l s a fe ty  g la z in g  o f  th e  r o o f  h a s  
b een  rep la ced  b y  s o m e  m a te r ia l sp e c ia lly  
in ten d ed  to  c h a n g e  its  c h e m ic a l s tr u c tu r e  
a f  lo w  te m p e r a tu r e s , a n d  so  g o  p h u t  
th r o u g h  u n e q u a l c o n tr a c t io n . A n y  c o m 
p eten t c h e m is t  co u ld  w o r k  o u t  th e  n e c e s 
sa r y  fo r m u la ;. A t  th e  m o m e n t , th o u g h ,  
I a m  n o t in te r e ste d  in  m e th o d s , I ’m  o n ly  
in ter este d  in  fa c t s — a n d  th e  p r in c ip a l fa c t  
w h ic h  in te r e s ts  m e  is  th e  m o t iv e  b eh in d  
th e s e  r u th le s s  e ffo r ts  to  b u m p  y o u  o f f .”

“  M y s c ie n t if ic  w o r k - - - - ”
K in le y  sn o r te d .

“  F o r g iv e  m y  b e in g  b lu n t , b u t y o u ’d 
b etter  te l l  th a t  to  th e  M a r in e s ,”  h e  
in ter ru p ted . “  I q u ite  g r a n t  th a t  y o u r  
g r o u n d  sp e ed  in d ic a to r  is  im p o r ta n t— so  
im p o r ta n t , in  fa c t , th a t  n o  s a n e  m a n  is  
g o in g  to  try  to  do y o u  in  u n ti l  y o u ’v e  
w o r k e d  o u t  th e  fu ll d e ta ils . So w e  ca n  
w a s h  t h a t  o u t  a s  a  m o t iv e . N o , th e r e ’s  
s o m e th in g  m o r e  b eh in d  a ll  th is , a n d  th a t  
s o m e th in g  lin k s  y o u  up  w ith  th e  T re a su ry . 
T h a t b e in g  o b v io u s , w il l  y o u  k in d ly  
e x p la in  ? ”

W ith  a  tro u b le d  fa c e  E in th o v e n  rose  
a n d  p a ced  th e  r o o m . H is  r ep ly , w h e n  it  
c a m e , s e e m e d  u tte r ly  fa n ta s t ic .

“  I s h a l l  b e tw e n ty -f iv e  y e a r s  o ld  to 
m o rro w ’, ”  h e  a n n o u n c e d .

T h ere  w a s  s ile n c e  u n ti l  T o n y  m u rm u red  
a  p o lite  “  M a n y  h a p p y  r e tu r n s .”

“  M y c o n g r a tu la t io n s  a l s o ,”  ad ded  
K in le y . “  I c o n fe s s , th o u g h , th a t  th e  
o c c a s io n  h a r d ly  s e e m s  to  c a ll fo r  e ith e r  
in c in e r a t io n  o r  s u f fo c a t io n .”

A t  th a t  E in th o v e n  la u g h e d , a n d  K in le y  
w a s  r e lie v e d  to  s e e  th e  o b s t in a c y  le a v e  h is  
e y e s .

“  V e r y  w e ll , t h e n ,”  h e  c h u c k le d , “ I ’ll 
te l l  y o u  a ll  a b o u t i t . ”

CHAPTER V 
Motive for Murder

FO R  t h e  n e x t  tw e n ty  m in u te s  K in le y  
a n d  T o n y  lis te n e d , w ith  c lo se  a t te n 

t io n  b u t im p e r fe c t  u n d e r s ta n d in g , to  a n  
e x p la n a t io n  w h ic h  so u n d ed  to  th e m  lik e  a  
le c tu r e  o n  in te r n a tio n a l f in a n c e , s tr o n g ly  
fla v o u re d  w ith  m e lo d r a m a .

“  I s e e — m o r e  o r  le s s ,”  m u se d  K in le y ,  
w h e n  a t la s t  th e  r e c ita l w a s  en d ed . “  It  
a m o u n ts  to  th is , th e n . Y o u r  fa th e r  w a s  
D u tc h  a n d  y o u r  m o th e r  a n  E n g lis h 
w o m a n . A t  th e  a g e  o f  tw e n ty - f iv e , u n d e r  
th e  te r m s  o f  y o u r  fa th e r ’s  w il l ,  y o u  c o m e  
in to  so le  p o sse s s io n  o f  p ro p erty  w h ic h  w ill  
n o t  o n ly  m a k e  y o u  o n e  o f  th e  w e a lth ie s t  
m e n  in  t h e  F a r E a s t , b u t w h ic h  a ls o  in 
c lu d e s  m in e r a l a n d  o th e r  c o n c e s s io n s  
w h o se  v a lu e  c a n n o t  b e e s t im a te d . B e 
c a u se  y o u  a re  h a lf  E n g lish , y o u  w a n t  th is  
c o u n tr y  to  sh a r e  th o se  c o n c e s s io n s ,  a n d  
th a t  is  w h e r e  w e  first m a k e  c o n ta c t  w ith  
th e  C ity  o f  L o n d o n  a n d  th e  h a d d o c k -fa c e d  
tr o u t a t  th e  T re a su ry .
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"  B u t  y o u r  p o te n t ia l p ro p erty  a lso  

in c lu d e s  c e r ta in  is la n d s  o f  g r e a t s tr a te g ic  
v a lu e , a n d  fo r  th a t  r e a so n  th e  w h o le  
b u s in e s s  h a s  in v o lv e d  e x tr e m e ly  h u sh -  
h u sh  p o w -w o w s  b e tw e e n  th e  N eth e r la n d s  
G o v e r n m e n t a n d  o u r  o w n . T h e  n e g o t ia 
t io n s  h a v e , h o w e v e r , n o w  b e e n  s a t is 
fa c to r i ly  se tt le d , a n d  it  o n ly  r e m a in s  fo r  
y o u  to  r e a c h  th e  a g e  o f  tw e n ty -f iv e  a n d  
th e n  y o u  c a n  s ig n  o n  th e  d o tted  lin e  to  
th e  s a t is fa c t io n  o f  a l l  c o n c e r n e d . W h e r e 
u p o n , n o  d o u b t, c e r ta in  s to c k s  w ill  so a r , 
c e r ta in  in te r e sts  in  t h e  C ity  w ill  m a k e  a  
p ile , a n d  th e  T r e a su r y  w i l l  b a g  a  b rand  
n e w  fie ld  fo r  fu tu r e  ta x a t io n . H e n c e  th e  
s m u g  se c r e c y  o f  th a t  f is h - fa c e d  b lo o d 
s u c k e r .”

“  I th o u g h t  y o u  sa id  h e  w a s  a  t r o u t ,”  
T o n y  co rr ec ted  g e n t ly .

K in le y  ig n o r e d  h im .
“  T h ere  is ,  h o w e v e r , a  n ig g e r  in  th e  

o in tm e n t  a n d  a  fly  o n  th e  w o o d  p i le ,”  h e  
c o n t in u e d  fir m ly , “  fo r  i f  y o u  d o n ’t  r ea ch  
th e  m a tu r e  a g e  o f  tw e n ty - f iv e , th e n , 
a c c o r d in g  to  th e  w il l ,  th e  w h o le  ca b o o d le , 
lo c k , s to c k  a n d  b arrel, g o e s  to  a  cer ta in  
c o u s in  H a n s , a n d  l i t t le  H a n s— so  I 
g a th e r — h a s  p la n s  v e r y  d iffere n t fr o m  y o u r  
o w n . W h a t  th o se  p la n s  a re  n e e d n ’t  c o n 
cer n  u s  fo r  th e  m o m e n t ,  e x c e p t fo r  tw o  
p o in ts  o f  c o n s id e r a b le  p e r so n a l in te r e st .  
. . . O n e is  th a t  th e  sa id  p la n s  h a v e  
a lr e a d y  in v o lv e d  tw o  s tr e n u o u s  e ffo rts  to  
c u t  sh o r t  y o u r  p r o m is in g  ca reer . T h e  
o th e r  is - - - - ”

“ Y e s ? ”  p ro m p ted  E in th o v e n  w h e n  
K in le y  p a u se d .

K in le y  w a s  s m ilin g , th o u g h  h is  e y e s  
w e r e  co ld  w ith  r e s o lu t io n  a s  h e  le a n e d  
fo r w a r d  a n d  ta p p ed  t h e  D u tc h m a n ’s  
k n e e .

“  T h e  o th e r  is  th a t  y o u ’v e  g o t  to  d ie  
b e fo r e  m id n ig h t  t o - n ig h t ,”  h e  en d ed .

“  L o u d  c r ie s  o f 1 S h a m e  ’ 1 ”  e ja c u la te d  
T o n y  w ith  in d ig n a tio n . “  A n d  y e t ,”  h e  
a d d ed  th o u g h tfu lly , “  y o u r  a n a ly s is  o f th e  
s itu a t io n  is  u n d o u b te d ly  c o rr ec t. I t ’s  
o b v io u s  e n o u g h  th a t  q u ite  a  n u m b er  o f  
p e o p le  c o n s id e r  th a t  M r. E in th o v e n  h a s  
a lr e a d y  lin g e r e d  fa r  to o  lo n g . Q u estio n  
is — a r e  th e y  lik e ly  to  h a v e  a n o th e r  cra ck  
a t  h im  b efo re  B ig  B e n  b o o m s  ? ”

“  P r e tty  c e r ta in  t o ,  I t h in k ,”  sa id  
K in le y . “  T h a t  b e in g  s o  I s u g g e s t  w e

s ta r t  a  l i t t le  p r iv a te  h a te  o f  o u r  o w n .”  
“  M e a n in g  ? ”

FO R  a  m o m e n t  K in le y  d id  n o t  r ep ly , 
b u t w a tc h e d  th e  s m o k e  c u r lin g  u p 

w a r d s  fr o m  h is  p ip e . E in th o v e n  lo o k e d  
fr o m  o n e  to  th e  o th e r , a n d  T o n y  n o te d  
w ith  a p p ro v a l th a t  th e  c ig a r e tte  b e tw e e n  
h is  fin g er s  w a s  g lo w in g  w ith o u t  a  tr e m o r .

K in le y  sp o k e  s u d d e n ly  a s  th o u g h  h e  
h a d  s e e n  h is  p la n s  c o m p le te  a n d  fo u n d  
th e m  g o o d . H e  g r in n e d  a t  T o n y .

“  T o -n ig h t ,”  h e  sa id , “  th r e e  sq u a d r o n s  
o f  b o m b e rs  a n d  fo u r  o f  in ter cep to rs  w il l  
b e  in  th e  a ir  c a r r y in g  o u t  e x e r c is e s  to  t e s t  
th e  d e fe n c e s  o f  L o n d o n . N o w , i s n ’t  t h a t  
n ic e  fo r  u s  ? ”

T o n y  w r in k le d  h is  n o se  in  th o u g h t .
“  W h y  ? ”
* ‘ B e c a u se , b y  s p e c ia l p e r m iss io n  o f  th e  

A ir  C o u n c il, w e  s h a l l  jo in  t h e m .”
“ A g a in  w h y ?  I sh o u ld  h a v e  th o u g h t  

a  b e tter  p la n  w o u ld  h a v e  b een  to  e s c o r t  
o u r  fr ien d  h ere  to  th e  n e a r e s t  p o lic e  
s ta t io n  a n d  h a v e  h im  lo c k e d  u p  u n d e r  
a r m e d  g u a rd  u n til  1 2 .1  a .m .,  w h e n  h e  c a n  
s ig n  h is  v a r io u s  p a p ers  a n d  c o u s in  H a n s  
c a n  g o  a n d  ju m p  in to  th e  r iv e r .”

“ A s  a  m a tte r  o f  fa c t  I w a s  g o in g  to  
p ro p o se  s o m e th in g  o f  th e  s o r t ,”  sa id  
K in le y . “  M y s c h e m e , th o u g h , is  a  tr ifle  
le s s  a u s te r e .”  H e  tu r n e d  to  E in th o v e n .  
“  I t  s e e m s  to  m e ,”  h e  w e n t  o n , “  th a t  
y o u  w o n ’t  r e a lly  b e o u t  o f  th e  w o o d  e v e n  
i f  y o u  d o su r v iv e  th e  n ig h t  a n d  a tte n d  to  
t h e  n e c e s s a r y  fo r m a lit ie s  to -m o r r o w .  
L a w y e r s  h a v e  a  m o s t  d a m n a b le  g e n iu s  
fo r  s t ir r in g  u p  tr o u b le  a n d  h o ld in g  u p  
g o o d  in te n t io n s . I f ,  th e r e fo r e , y o u r  s w e e t  
c o z . m a n a g e s  to  g e t  y o u  b lo tted  o u t w ith in  
th e  n e x t  w e e k  or s o , I ’ll b et a  d rin k  to  a  
d u m m y  th a t  a n  a s so r te d  g a n g  o f b ig w ig s  
w ill  r a ise  su c h  a  d u st  a b o u t  w in d in g  u p  
y o u r  a ffa ir s  th a t  th e  w h o le  b u s in e ss  m a y  
d ra g  o n  fo r  y e a r s — a n d  d u r in g  th d t  
t im e  a n y th in g  m a y  h a p p e n . D o n ’t  y o u  
a g r e e  ? ”

“  I d o ,”  sa id  E in th o v e n  s im p ly .
“ In  a d d itio n  to  t h a t ,”  c o n t in u e d  

K in le y , “  w e ’v e  g o t  to  re m e m b e r  th a t  
y o u r  G .S .I . w o r k  i s n ’t  f in ish ed  y e t . N o w  
th a t  w e ’v e  g o t to  th e  b o tto m  o f it  a ll  w e  
r e a lis e  th a t  th e  G .S .I . is  o n ly  a  s id e lin e  
a s  fa r  a s  th e  B ig  B u s in e s s  in te r e sts  a r e
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c o n c e r n e d . In  fa c t  th e  T r e a su r y — or  
w h o e v e r  ’# b eh in d  th e m — s im p ly  m a d e  
u se  of it  in  o rd er  to  g iv e  u s  S e r v ic e  p e o p le  
th e  r e sp o n s ib ility  o f  lo o k in g  a f te r  y o u .  
T h e y  w e r e  th e  c a t, w e  w e r e  th e  m o n k e y ’s  
p a w , an d  y o u  w e r e  th e  c h e s tn u t  in  th e  fire  
— o n ly  th e y  d id n ’t w a n t  u s  to  k n o w  th a t  
th e  fire w a s  a c tu a lly  th e r e  in  c a s e  w e  le t  
a w h isp e r  g e t  a r o u n d  a n d  th e ir  li t t le  
m o n e y -m a k in g  s c h e m e s  w e r e  e n d a n 
g e r e d .”

T o n y  u tte r e d  a  c u r io u s  w h in n y  o f  p e n t-  
u p  ra g e .

“  M ay t h e y  b e- - - - ”
“  H u sh  1 ”  rep ro v ed  K in le y . “  W e  

w ill d ea l fa ith fu lly  w ith  th e m  la te r .  
M e a n w h ile  I w a n t  to  p o in t  o u t  th a t ,  fr o m  
th e  S erv ice  p o in t  o f  v ie w , y o u r  G .S .I . is  a  
s ig h t  m o r e  v a lu a b le  th a n  y o u r  m in e r a l  
c o n c e s s io n s . A n d  so — if  fo r  th a t  r ea so n  
a lo n e — w e ’v e  n o t  o n ly  g o t  to  s e e  y o u  
th r o u g h  to -n ig h t ,  b u t ’ ’— h e  p a u se d , s m il
in g  s lo w ly  a s  th o u g h  r e lis h in g  s o m e  
p ro sp ect— “ b u t w e ’v e  g o t  to  c le a r  th e  
a ir , o n c e  a n d  fo r  a ll . T h a t b r in g s  u s  to  
T o n y ’s id e a  o f  lo c k in g  y o u  u p  in  th e  
p o lic e  s ta t io n , a n d  m y  o w n  r a th e r  m o r e  
c o m fo r ta b le  a lte r n a tiv e . I p ro p o se  to  ta k e  
y o u  to  a  c lu b  o f  o u rs  in  P a ll M a ll. T h ere  
w e  sh a ll f in d  tw o  u tte r ly  re lia b le  b lo k e s  
w h o  w ill s t ic k  to  y o u  lik e  sh a d o w s . A fte r  
w h ic h  I w a n t  y o u  to  s ta y  in s id e  th e  c lu b , 
n o  m a tte r  w h a t  h a p p e n s , u n t i l  fu r th e r  
n o t ic e  . .  .  a n d  le a v e  th e  re s t  to  u s . ”

“  I sh a ll d o  e x a c t ly  w h a t  y o u  w a n t  in  
e v e r y  w a y ,”  th e  D u tc h m a n  p ro m ised .

“  G o o d .”
K in le y  ju m p e d  to  h is  fee t .
“  In  th a t  c a s e ,”  h e  sa id , “  w e  w ill  b e a t  

it  fo r  L o n d o n  a s  fa s t  a s  w e  c a n  in  m y  
ca r . T h e r e ’s  a  lo t  to  b e fixed  u p . B e fo r e  
w e  g o , h o w e v e r , I w a n t  y o u  t o  e x p la in  
v e r y  c le a r ly  to  th e  B r o th e r s  S c h w a r tz  
th a t  y o u  w il l  b e  u p  w ith  u s  w a tc h in g  th e  
a ir  e x e r c is e s  to -n ig h t  ; th a t  w e  s h a l l  b e  
f ly in g  a b o u t h e r e , b e tw e e n  te n  a n d  m id 
n ig h t , in  a  m a c h in e  c o n s p ic u o u s ly  i l lu 
m in a te d  b y  tw o  w h ite  lig h ts  o n  e a c h  
w in g , in  a d d itio n  to  e x tr a  b r ig h t n a v ig a 
t io n  lig h ts  ; th a t  y o u  su sp e c t sa b o ta g e  in  
c o n n e c t io n  w ith  b o th  th e  W ie sm a n n  a n d  
th e  m o n o p la n e , a n d  th a t  y o u  th e r e fo r e  
c h a rg e  th e m  to  k eep  th e  s tr ic te s t  g r o u n d  
w a t c h .”

“  W h o o p s  I ”  sa id  T o n y .
“  W h e n  w e  g e t  to  T o w n ,”  K in le y  c o n 

t in u e d , “ w e  w ill  m a k e  th e  n e c e s sa r y  
a r r a n g e m e n ts  fo r  t o - n ig h t ’s  a v ia t io n .  
D u r in g  th e  n ig h t  w e  sh a ll  do a  li t t le  a ir -  
c le a r in g . A n d  to -m o r r o w — or p o ss ib ly  
e v e n  th is  a f te r n o o n — I s h a l l  v is it  th e  
T r e a su r y , a n d , in  a  fe w  w e ll - c h o s e n  w o rd s, 
e x p la in  th e  m e r its  o f  c a n d o u r  w h e n  d e a l
in g  w ith  th e  S e c r e t  S e r v ic e  to  a  cer ta in  
tr o u t- fa c e d  h a d d o c k .”

“  S o  h e ’s  c h a n g e d  sp e c ie s  a g a in ,”  T o n y  
r e flec ted . “  T h a t ch a p  c e r ta in ly  s e e m s  
a  v e r y  q u e e r  f is h .”

CHAPTER VI 
The Web of Doom

CH IL L Y  d r iz z le  b le w  a c r o s s  th e  ta r m a c  
a t te n  o ’c lo c k  th a t  e v e n in g  a s  K in le y  

a n d  T o n y  stro d e  to  a n d  fro  in  fro n t o f  th e  
h a n g a r , w a it in g  fo r  th e  e n g in e s  o f  th e ir  
tw o  a ir c r a ft  to  w a r m  u p .

“  G - g o s h ,”  s tu tte r e d  T o n y , h itc h in g  u p  
h is  p a r a c h u te  h a r n e s s .,  “  i s n ’t  i t  c -c o ld  ? 
W ish  I w a s  b a c k  a t  th e  c lu b  s w ig g in g  
S c o tc h  w ith  jo l ly  o ld  J a v a .”

K in le y  g r u n te d  a b se n t-m in d e d ly . T o n y  
b ab b led  o n  th r o u g h  c h a tte r in g  te e th .

‘ * A n d  a s  fo r  th a t  T r e a su r y  tr o u t— or  
is  h e  a  h a d d o c k  ?— I h o p e  y o u  g a v e  h im  
o n e  d a m n  g o o d  t ic k in g -o f f .”

“ I d id ,”  sa id  K in le y  g r im ly . “ T h e  
fo o l 1 K e e p in g  a ll  th e  e s s e n t ia l  fa c ts  to  
h im s e lf  a n d  le t t in g  u s  b lu n d e r  b lin d ly  
in to  a  d e a th -tr a p . O b v io u s ly  w e  w o u ld n ’t  
s u sp e c t  S c h w a r tz  a s  lo n g  a s  w e  th o u g h t  
it  w a s  o n ly  a  m a tte r  o f  th e  G .S .I ., b u t if  
I ’d d r e a m t fo r  a  m o m e n t  th a t  m o n e y  h a d  
a  f in g er  in  th e  p ie— w e ll I w o u ld n ’t  h a v e  
ta k e n  th a t  m o n o p la n e  o ff  th e  g r o u n d  
w ith o u t  p u llin g  e v e r y  b it o f  i t  to  p ie c e s .  
In  fa c t , a l l  o u r  liv e s  w e r e  r isk e d  fo r  th e  
u su a l id io t  n o t io n  o f  h a v in g  to  p reserv e  
f in a n c ia l se c r e c y  a t  a ll  c o s ts . A n d  n o w —  
b la st  it— y o u ’v e  g o t  to  ru n  a  h e ll  o f  a  r isk  
ju st  to  m a k e  li f e  s w e e t  a n d  s a fe  fo r  th e  
T r e a su r y  T ro u t, th e  C ity  C o v es a n d  th e  
y o u n g  g e n t le m a n  fro m  J a v a .”

T o n y  la u g h e d  c h e e r fu lly .
“ O h, I ’ll b e  a ll  r ig h t. W h a t ’s  m o r e ,  

i t ’s  a b o u t  t im e  w e  g o t  g o in g . W e ll— is  
e v e r y th in g  c le a r  ? . . .  N o  s ig n a ls  b e 
tw e e n  u s  in  c a se  th e  F irs t M u rd erer p ic k s
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’e m  u p . . . . Y o u  w il l ,  h o w e v e r , g iv e  m e  
o n e  b u z z  o n  th e  w ir e le s s  w h e n  i t ’s  l ig h t in g -  
u p  t im e , a n d  tw o  b u z z e s  w h e n  th e  g r e a t  
m o m e n t  h a s  c o m e . C orrect ? ”

“  C o rrec t,”  e c h o e d  K in le y  g r a v e ly . 
“  B e  b o th  g o o d  a n d  c a r e fu l .”

W ith  a  n o d  th e y  se p a r a te d  a n d  c lim b ed  
in to  th e ir  c o c k p its . T w o  e n g in e s  roared  
a n d  tw o  m a c h in e s , o n e  a  F a ir e y  B a tt le  
b o m b e r  a n d  th e  o th e r  a  H a w k e r  H art, 
sk im m e d  th e  s ilv e r e d  tu r f , to  b e  sw a llo w e d  
u p  b y  th e  n ig h t  lik e  m o th s  in  o u te r  d a rk 
n e s s .

FO R  h a lf  a n  h o u r  K in le y  flew  b y  
in s tr u m e n ts  a lo n e , fo c u s in g  e v e r y  

fa c u lty  o f  h is  m in d  u p o n  th e  p ro b lem  o f  
n a v ig a t io n  o n  w h ic h  T o n y ’s  life  d ep en d ed .

A t  fo u r te e n  th o u s a n d  fe e t  th e  a ir  w a s  
c le a r , th o u g h  a  h ig h , m o o n lit  m is t  d o m ed  
th e  s k y  w ith  a  g r e e n ish  s h e e n . S o m e 
w h e r e  b e tw e e n  th e  c lo u d s  b e lo w  a n d  th e  
m is t  a b o v e  th e r e  f le w , h e  w a s  su r e , a  
k il le r . P e e r in g  a r o u n d  a n d  b eh in d  h e  
p ra y ed  th a t  T o n y  h a d  n e v e r  lo s t  s ig h t  o f  
h is  ta i l - l ig h t .

A n o th e r  s e v e n  m in u te s  p a ssed , th e n  
h is  g lo v e d  h a n d  fir m ly  p ressed  a  k e y  b y  
h is  s id e .

F iv e  th o u sa n d  fe e t  b e lo w  h im  T o n y ’s  
e a r p h o n e s  b u z z e d , a n d , fo r  th e  first t im e  
s in c e  le a v in g  th e  a e r o d r o m e , h e  tu rn ed  
o n  a ll  h is  l ig h ts .  F o r ty  m ile s  a w a y , o n  th e  
g r o u n d , a  te c h n ic a l o fficer  h ea rd  th e  sa m e  
b u z z , a n d  p u lle d  th e  le v e r  o f  a  s w itc h .

K in le y  s ig h e d  w ith  r e l ie f  a s  h e  sa w  
th e  l i t t le  c r o ss  o f  l ig h ts  p ier ce  th e  g lo o m  
b e n e a th  h im , fo r  h e  k n e w  th e n  th a t  
T o n y ’s  f ly in g  h a d  b e e n  tr u e . S ta r in g  
a h e a d  a g a in  h e  p ic k e d  o u t  a  ro w  o f fa in t  
g r e e n  s ta r s  s lu n g  a c r o ss  th e  sk y lin e .

F in g e r s  to u c h in g  th e  w ir e le s s  k ey , h e  
w a tc h e d  th e  ro w  o f  s ta r s  sw e e p  s w if t ly  
a n d  s te a d ily  to w a r d s  h im . T h e  se c o n d  
h a n d  o f  h is  s to p -w a tc h  je r k e d  te n  t im e s . 

T h e  k e y  c lic k e d  tw ic e .
O n  a  v e r t ic a l w in g  h e  s w u n g  a b o u t a n d  

th r o tt le d  b a c k  h is  e n g in e . A  tu g  on  a  
r in g  r e le a se d  a  p a r a c h u te  flare . W h ite  
a n d  d a z z lin g  it s  l ig h t  s ta b b e d  d o w n .

A s  th e  w o r ld  sp u n  ro u n d  h e  g lim p se d  
th e  d ea d ly  cu r ta in  w h ic h  h u n g  b en ea th  
th e  s ta r s  ; s a w  a lso  a  b r ig h t ly - l it  m a c h in e  
w h ic h  p lu n g e d  in to  th e  d a n g lin g  w ir e s , to

b a u lk  a n d  b rea k  lik e  a  fly  in  a  w e b  : a n d  
c lo s e  u p o n  th e  first th e r e  a lso  h u r tle d  a  
g r e y , w in g e d  s h a p e , th e n  a ll  b e c a m e  
m e r g e d  in to  o n e  sp lin te r in g  sp la sh  o f  
sc a r le t .

‘ ‘ G od 1 ’ ’ b rea th ed  K in le y .
S ic k  a n d  co ld  h e  h e ld  th e  d iv e , s e a r c h 

in g  th e  w h ite  c o n e  o f  l ig h t .  S e c o n d s  
p a sse d  in to  m in u te s , a n d  th e  sw e a t  g r e w  
ic y  u p o n  h is  fa c e  b e fo r e  h e  p ick ed  o u t  a  
t in y  g lis te n in g  t h in g  th a t  w a s  s in k in g  
e a r th w a r d s , g e n t ly , y e t  s w a y in g  so  th a t  
a t  t im e s  it  sh o w e d  a  c u p - lik e  r im  w ith  
sc a llo p e d  ed g es .

“ G ood  o ld  T o n y  1 ”  h e  y e lle d , y e t  
n e v e r  k n e w  th a t  h e  h a d  sp o k e n . “  O h , good  
o ld  T o n y  I ”

EIN T H O V E N  lo o k e d  u p  fr o m  th e  
m o r n in g  p ap er  w ith  a n  a w e d  a ir .

“  It o n ly  s a y s  h e r e ,”  h e  rem a r k e d , 
“ th a t  d u r in g  la s t  n ig h t ’s  a ir  e x e r c is e s  
tw o  m a c h in e s  c r a sh e d  in to  a  b a llo o n  
a p r o n . T h e  p ilo t  o f  o n e  e sc a p e d  b y  
p a r a c h u te , b u t th e  s e c o n d  m a c h in e  
ex p lo d ed  fro m  s o m e  u n k n o w n  c a u se  a n d  
i t s  o c c u p a n t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  d isco v er ed . D o
y o u  m e a n  to  sa y — do y o u - - - - ? ”

U n b e lie v in g ly , h e  s ta r e d  fr o m  K in le y  
to  T o n y  a n d  b a c k  a g a in .

“ W e  d o ,”  b e a m e d  T o n y . “ In  m e  
y o u  b e h o ld  th e  th o u g h t fu l  g e n t  w h o ’d  
r e m e m b e r e d  to  ta k e  h is  u m b r e lla . B ro th er  
S c h w a r tz  I r eg r e t— o r  a m  g la d — to  s a y  
w a s  th e  e x p lo d e e . V o ild .”

“ Y o u  s e e ,”  e x p la in e d  K in le y , a s  
E in th o v e n  g till s tr u g g le d  fo r  w o r d s, “ it  
w a s  fa ir ly  cer ta in  th a t  S c h w a r tz  w o u ld  
h a v e  a n o th e r  g o  a t  y o u  a s  so o n  a s  y o u  
to ld  h im  w e ’d a ll  b e f ly in g  a ro u n d  in  th e  
n e ig h b o u r h o o d , a l l  l i t  u p  lik e  a  C h r istm a s  
tr e e . J u s t  w h a t  s tu n t  h e ’d tr y , o f  c o u r se ,  
w e  c o u ld n ’t  b e  su r e  a b o u t, b u t I r a th e r  
su sp e c te d  h e ’d s n e a k  u p  r e a lly  c lo se  a n d  
n e a t ly  drop  so m e  s o r t  o f  b o m b  o n  u s .  
J u d g in g  fr o m  th e  w a y  h e  w e n t  b a n g  a t  
t h e  f in ish , th a t  w a s  p r e c ise ly  h is  id ea . So  
w e  ju s t  lu red  h im  o n , so  to  sp e a k , u n ti l  
h e ’d c o m e  a  p u r ler  i f  h e  w a s  u p  to  a n y  
d irty  w o r k , a n d , h a v in g  lu re d , T o n y  b a ile d  
o u t  in  th e  n ic k  o f  t i m e .”

“ B u t  h o w  c o u ld  y o u  ju d g e - - - - ? ”
b e g a n  E in th o v e n .

“  O n e b u z z , s w itc h  on  lig h ts  w h e n
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a lr e a d y  c lo s e  to  s n a r e ,”  in te r r u p te d  
T o n y . “  B y  sp e c ia l p e r m iss io n  o f  th e  
P o w e r s -T h a t -B e , sa id  b u z z  w a s  a lso  
s ig n a l fo r  w ir e le s s  w a lla h  o n  th e  g ro u n d  
to  il lu m in a te  b a llo o n s , th u s  a s s is t in g  
y o u n g  K in le y  fo r  o u r  se c o n d  a c t— n a m e ly ,  
tw o  b u z z e s , w h e n  c ra sh  w a s  im m in e n t  
a n d  it  w a s  t im e  fo r  m e  to  p u t up  th e  
u m b r e lla . . . . A n d  I d o n ’t  m in d  te l lin g  
y o u  I w a s  g e t t in g  a  tr ifle  im p a t ie n t .”

F o r  a m o m e n t  E in th o v e n  sa id  n o th in g ,  
th e n  s o le m n ly  sh o o k  h a n d s  w ith  ea c h  
m a n  in  tu rn .

“  T h a n k  y o u ,”  h e  sa id . “  I— I c a n n o t  
p ro p er ly  ex p ress  m y se lf . I — I a m  su r 
p rised  b y  S c h w a r tz ’s  c o n d u c t . . . . ”

S o o th in g ly , T o n y  p a tted  h is  sh o u ld e r .
“ C heer u p ,”  h e  b eg g ed . “ I ’ll  b et  

y o u ’re n o th in g  l ik e  a s  su r p r ised  a s  h e  
w a s .”

NEWS OF THE AIR ;
TRIBAL WARFARE AVERTED BY TH E R.A.F.

Eight Vickers Vincents Quell Native Unrest Without A Single Shot—Britain’s 
Air Strength Grows Apace—R.A.F. Personnel Now Exceeds 60,000

DETAILS have recently been released of 
operations performed by the Royal Air Force 

in the Middle East for the protection of the Beir 
tribe against attacks by the Annuak tribe.

The local authorities in the Pibor district had 
asked for the assistance of the Royal Air Force, and 
it was arranged that reconnaissances and demon
strations should be made over Ajwira and Utalo. 
Eight Vickers Vincent aeroplanes belonging to 
No. 47 (Bomber) Squadron therefore flew to Malakal 
and on the day after they arrived there the first 
demonstration was made.

It was intended to allow an interval of three days 
and then to make another demonstration ; but 
meanwhile an affray occurred near Abiche and it 
was decided that the second demonstration was 
immediately necessary. The aeroplanes again went 
out and, as a result of their menacing appearance, 
the political authorities were satisfied that the 
desired result had been achieved.

Afterwards the aircraft were withdrawn to 
Khartoum. Malakal, from which they made their 
flights, is some 250 miles distant from the scene of 
unrest. Consequently the machines had to fly 
over 500 miles for each operation. Their difficulties 
were increased by bad weather, with heavy rain 
and by the absence of landing-grounds along almost 
the entire route. y

An R A J . “ Maid of All Work”
COMING in the category of general purpose air

craft, the Vickers Vincent, with which No. 47 
Squadron performed these operations, is a three- 
seater biplane, powered by a Bristol Pegasus 
engine. In order to fit it for a large variety of 
different duties, the Vincent, which is the “  maid 
of all work ” of the R.A.F., carries unusually com
prehensive equipment.

This includes navigational instruments, hand- 
operated inertia engine starter, sleeping-bags for 
the crew, drinking water tank and emergency 
rations, intercommunication speaking-tubes, 
oxygen-breathing apparatus, first-aid outfit, wire
less telegraphy and telephone, both transmitting 
and receiving, with masts for emergency use from 
the ground, electrical gear for lighting and other 
purposes, automatic air cameras, a Very pistol and 
a set of pyrotechnic signals, fire extinguisher, 
safety-belts, parachutes, maintenance ladder and 
tool kits, message picking-up gear, a full comple
ment of guns and bombs and, as an alternative to 
the armament load, an underslung auxiliary fuel

tank. With this tank in use the cruising range is 
extended to 1,250 miles. In all about 4,250 lb. of 
fuel, crew and military load can be carried.

The general purpose aeroplane is a type which has 
been extensively developed for the Royal Air Force, 
and which has been found to be valuable for the 
performance of police duties in outlying parts of the 
Empire. Flying qualities which are needed in this 
type are good speed range, the ability to land with a 
short run and good manoeuvrability both on the 
ground and in the air. Wing slots are fitted to the 
Vincent to give it a wide speed range, and the 
machine also has wheel brakes and oleo-pneumatic 
shock absorbers.

RA.F. Expansion Progress
LATEST figures show that the Royal Air Force 

expansion scheme decided upon in May, 1935, is 
now reaching its peak. Not only is the production 
of the new aeroplanes working up to full pressure, 
but, in addition, the personnel strength of the Ser
vice is being rapidly increased. Already over 
twenty-five new stations and armament training 
camps have been opened and a further twenty-one 
sites have been selected.

Since April 1st, 1935, some 3,850 pilots have been 
selected and some 3,500 have already completed or 
are in the course of completing their training. 
Since the same date 25,200 airmen have entered 
the Service, this figure being made up of 1,164 
skilled fitters, 8,050 mates, flight mechanics and 
flight riggers, 3,526 wireless operators, armourers 
and photographers and 12,460 other trade?. In 
addition, about 4,840 boys are undergoing training 
at Halton and Cranwell as aircraft apprentices, and 
elsewhere 960 as boy entrants. The total strength 
of the force is now about 60,500.

Meanwhile, the squadrons have received the new 
aeroplanes which were ordered “  off the drawing 
board ”  when the expansion first began. Among 
the new types already in service with full strength 
squadrons are the Bristol Blenheim, fastest bomber 
in service in the world, the Vickers Wellesley, the 
geodetic monoplane, the Handley Page Harrow 
heavy bomber and the Fairey Battle single-engined 
bomber.

The total strength of the Royal Air Force is 
always an official secret, but recently it was 
officially announced that R.A.F. strength in first 
line aircraft, that is immediately effective machines, 
and exclusive of reserves, training types, etc., 
amounted to approximately 169 squadrons.
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FAMOUS AIRCRAFT of
Warplanes of Qermany and the Allies

THE ALBATROS B.2
A FAMOUS “ early bird ” which first saw active 

service late in 1914, the Albatros B.2 was a 
two-bay biplane whose extensive wire-bracing 
earned it the nickname of “ The Parrot Cage ” 
among pilots. Powered with a 100-h.p. Mercddis 
engine, it had a top speed of about 78 m.p.h. and 
was one of the first German aircraft to be fitted with 
a machine-gun. An infantry-type Maxim was 
mounted on a primitive type of gun-ring on the 
observer’s cockpit, and, despite the great weight of 
both gun and mounting, the installation gave good 
service for some time. The curious-looking 
structure over the top of the engine was the 
exhaust manifold system which led exhaust gases

from the engine up and over the top of the main 
plane.

The Albatros B.2 became obsolete late in 1915, 
but remained in use as a training machine for some 
time after it had been withdrawn from active ser
vice. It was, incidentally, one of the first military 
aeroplanes to be designed by Doctor Heinkel, the 
talented German aircraft designer who was later to 
be responsible for many of the Brandenburg and 
Gotha types, and whose name is still famous in the 
Gprman aircraft industry of to-day.

The chief dimensions of the B.2 were a span of 
43 feet 7 i inches, a length of 31 feet 8 inches, and a 
height of 11 feet 6 inches.

TH E BRANDENBURG P.I2
THIS curious-looking twin-float seaplane came 

on to the scene in 1916 and saw much action 
off the Belgian coast, where it was opposed by 
R.N.A.S. squadrons. Several flights of Branden
burgs were stationed at Zeebrugge and were respon
sible for numerous raids on Belgian coast towns 
and for the harassment of British men-of-war in 
the Dover Patrol.

The placing of the fin and rudder almost entirely 
below the elevators gave the fuselage a curiously 
upside-down look, but the arrangement had the 
advantage of affording the rear gunner an excep

tionally wide field of fire, without risk of shooting 
his own tail-unit.

The sketch below depicts the machine which was 
flown by the famous German naval “ ace,” Chris- 
thansen, C.O. of the Flanders’ seaplane squadrons, 
and was the one in which he had a number of 
spectacular encounters with R.N-A.S. pilots from 
Dunkirk.

The P.12 was fitted with a 120-h.p. Mercedes 
engine and had a maximum speed of 94 m.p.h. It 
was 25 feet 6 inches long, 9 feet 4 inches high and 
had a wing span of 34 feet 6 inches.
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the GREAT WAR
Described and Illustrated 

By A. C. LEVERINGTON

TH E BALILLA
THOSE who are familiar with the appearance of 

War-time aircraft will at once notice the close 
resemblance of this Italian-built single-seater to 
the famous French Spad. The similarity is no 
coincidence for the Balilla was, in fact, based on 
designs drawn by the French S.P.A.D. concern and 
was after known as the Spad 6.a.

The biplane was used in large numbers by the 
Italian Air Service and, though primarily intended 
as a scout, was also used with considerable success 
for bombing purposes, the bombs being carried in 
racks beneath the lower main planes. Various

types of engines were fitted from time to time, 
including the 220-h.p. Ansaldo, the 220-h.p. 
Hispano-Suiza, and the S.P.A. The most popular 
installation was the Hispano-Suiza, and with this 
power-unit the Balilla had a top speed in the region 
of 122 miles an hour.

Principal dimensions were a span of 26 feet 
8 inches, a length of 20 feet 6 inches, and a height 
of 8 feet io j  inches.

ANOTHER k>f the “ early birds "  of the Great 
War, the R.E.7 was a two-seater biplane designed 

and built by the Royal Aircraft Factory at Farn- 
borough. It first appeared in 1915, and though its 
initials stood for “  Reconnaissance Experimental,” 
the type was used for fighting and bombing duties 
as much, if not more, than for reconnaissance work.

A 1 5 0 - h .p .  Raf engine gave it a top speed of 
about 88 m.p.h. It had an endurance of six hours 
and a service ceiling of 6,500 feet. Its chief dimen
sions were a span of 57 feet, a length of 31 feet 
10 inches and a height of 12 feet 7 inches. The

TH E R.E.7

third landing wheel, carried on an outrigger pro
jecting beyond the engine, was a precaution against 
the machine nosing-over on rough ground.

The R.E.7 was superseded by the R.E.8, or 
“ Harry Tate,” but before it passed it won a place 
in history as the mount in which Second-Lieutenant 
W. B. Rhodes-Moorhouse won the first V.C. ever 
awarded to an airman.
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No Pilot of the Fleet A ir  
A rm  ever Disgraced Himself 
by Scoring more “ D ’s ”  than 
did “ The Scrubber ” —and 
his Last was the Greatest 

“ D ”  of A ll

CHAPTER I
Enter “ The Scrubber”

HIS fo n d  b u t m isg u id e d  p a ren ts  h a d  
c h r iste n e d  h im  D a v id  P a tr ick  
A n d r e w  S t. G eo rg e  P a r k e r . H is  

sh ip m a te s  a t  o n e  t im e  p rop osed  to  
c a ll h im  th e  “  U n ite d  K in g d o m ,”  or  
“ U .K .”  for sh o r t , b u t , d a m p  th o u g h  
th e  c l im a te  o f  th e  B r it ish  I s le s  m a y  b e, 
i t  w a s n ’t  n e a r ly  a s  w e t  a s  y o u n g  P ark er . 
S o  ‘ ‘ T h e  S cru b b er ”  h e  b e c a m e , a n d  I , 
w h o  w a s  h is  o b se rv er , o n ly  o n c e  ca lled  
h im  a n y th in g  e lse  or, to  b e  m o r e  a c c u r a te ,  
a n y th in g  e lse  th a t  c a n  b e  rep ea ted .

O n e n ig h t  in  th e  w a r d r o o m  a fte r  
d in n e r , w h e n  th e r e  w a s  to  b e n o  f ly in g  
n e x t  d a y  a n d  th e  S cru b b er  w a s  n e a r ly  
a s  w e t  in s id e  a s  o u t , h e  co n fid ed  to  m e  
th a t  h is  a m b it io n  w a s  to  b e  c a lle d  D a v id . 
H e  sa id  it  w a s  a  s ig n  th a t  o n e  w a s  
p o p u la r , th a t  m e n  a c c e p te d  y o u  a s  th e ir  
e q u a l, i f  y o u  w e r e  k n o w n  b y  y o u r  C hris
t ia n  n a m e  ; th a t  h e  h a d  a lw a y s  b een  
c a lle d  “  D a v id  ”  a t  s c h o o l, a n d  th a t  h e  
h a d  h o p e d , w h e n  h e  to o k  a  sh o r t  se r v ic e  
c o m m is s io n  in  th e  R o y a l A ir  F o r ce , 
th a t  h e  w o u ld  s t il l  b e c a lle d  “  D a v id .”  

H e  w a s  a  r o m a n tic  y o u n g ste r , a n d  I 
th in k  th a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  r e a d in g  to o  m u c h  
K ip lin g  a n d  “  S ap p er ”  a n d  o th e r  w r iter s  
o f th e  w id e -o p e n  sp a c e s  w h e r e  m e n  are  
m e n , a n d  h a d  g o t h is  id e a s  a  b it m u d d led . 
B u t  th e  w a r d r o o m  o f  o n e  o f h is  M a je s ty ’s  
a ir c r a ft  ca rr iers is  n o t  a  w id e  o p en  
sp a c e , i t ’s  a  d a m n e d  u n c o m fo r ta b ly  
e n c lo se d  o n e , w h e r e  C h r istia n  n a m e s  
a r e  n o t  m u c h  in  u se . A n d , s in c e  a  
scru b b e r , w h ic h  is  a  b ru sh  u sed  to  w a sh  
th e  d e c k s  w h e n  th e y  a r e  b e in g  s lu ic e d  
d o w n  w ith  w a te r  fr o m  th e  f ir e -h o se s  
every m o r n in g , w a s  th e  w e tte s t  th in g  w e

"D 's" FOR

“ A skilful turn gave me the opportunity to put a 
burst of bullets straight into the enemy’s 
cockpit. . . . ”



DAVID An Exciting Story 
o f  a British Aircraft

" .  . . The pilot fell forward over his controls 
and the monoplane turned and slipped into a 
spin ”

Carrier in Action

By

Lt.-Cmdr. M. O. W. MILLER,
R.N.

k n e w , “  T h e  S cru b b er ”  D a v id  P a tr ic k  
A n d r e w  St. G eo rg e  P a rk er  b e c a m e .

T h r o u g h  n o  fa u lt  o f  m y  o w n , I w a s  
fa ted  to  p la y  a  la r g e  p art in  th e  S cr u b b e r ’s  
l i fe , a n d  m y  ro le  b e g a n  e v e n  b e fo re  h e  
jo in e d  th e  sh ip .

T h ere  h a s  a lw a y s  b een  a n  im p r e ss io n  
th a t  th e  d u a l co n tro l o f  th e  F le e t  A ir  
A r m  b y  th e  A ir  M in istry  a n d  th e  A d 
m ir a lty  c a u se d  fr ic tio n  b e tw e e n  n a v a l  
a n d  A ir  F o r c e  o fficers . T h is  w a s  n o t  
tr u e , o f  c o u r se , b e c a u se  th e  r e la t io n s  
b e tw e e n  th e m  w e r e  a lw a y s  o f  th e  b est, 
a n d  s e n io r  o fficers  o f  a ir c r a ft  carr iers  
u se d  to  ta k e  a  g o o d  d ea l o f  tr o u b le  to  
k eep  th e m  g o o d . O ne o f  th e  id ea s  th a t  
o u r c o m m a n d e r  in  th e  “  T e n a c io u s  ”  
h a d  w a s  th a t ,  w h e n e v e r  a  n e w  R .A .F .  
officer  a rr iv ed  in  M a lta  to  jo in  th e  sh ip , 
a  n a v a l o fficer  sh o u ld  g o  a n d  m e e t  h im .

T h ere  a r e  tw o  w a y s  o f  g o in g  o u t  to  
M a lta . O n e is  to  g o  a ll th e  w a y  b y  s e a  
in  a  P . &  O . lin e r , w h ic h  ta k e s  a b o u t  
te n  d a y s , b u t is  v e r y  c o m fo r ta b le . T h e  
o th e r  is  to  g o  a c r o ss  E u r o p e  b y  tra in  
a n d  ta k e  a  b o a t fr o m  S y r a c u se  in  S ic ily , 
w h ic h  is  d a m n e d  u n c o m fo r ta b le , b u t  
h a s  th e  a d v a n ta g e  th a t  it  o n ly  ta k e s  
fo u r  d a y s  a n d  so  g iv e s  o n e  a n  ex tra  s ix  
d a y s ’ le a v e  a t  h o m e . T h e  S cru b b er  
w a s  s e n t  o u t  b y  tra in  a n d  a rriv ed  in  
M a lta  o n e  S u n d a y  e v e n in g  in  th e  “  Q u een  
o f th e  M ed iterra n ea n  ”  o f  g lo r io u s  b u t  
ra th er  ir r ita t in g  m e m o r y  ; g lo r io u s  
b e c a u se  s h e  g e n e r a lly  u se d  to  s ta r t  o n e  
o ff o n  o n e ’s  h o m e  le a v e , a n d  ir r ita tin g  
b e c a u se  s h e  w a s  fu ll o f  b u g s . Q u ite  b y  
c h a n c e , I w a s  th e  n a v a l o ffice r  se le c te d  
to  g o  a n d  m e e t  th e  S cru b b er a n d , a s  I 
h a d  b een  a sk e d  o u t  to  su p p er  th a t  n ig h t ,  
I d id  n o t  b le ss  th e  u n fo r tu n a te  n e w  
a rr iv a l w h o  m a d e  m e  c a n c e l m y  p a rty .
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AIR STORIES

I W E N T  in  o n e  o f  t h e  s h ip ’s  b o a ts  a n d  
t o o k  a w o r k in g  p a r ty  w ith  m e  to  

c o l le c t  h is  lu g g a g e . A f te r  a  b u m p in g  
m a tc h  w ith  th e  u su a l cro w d  o f dghaisas, 
th e  M a lte se  v e r s io n  o f  th e  g o n d o la , 
m y  b o a t m a n a g e d  to  g e t  a lo n g s id e  th e  
“  Q u ee n  ”  a n d  I w e n t  a b o a rd . A t  th e  
to p  o f  th e  la d d er , I s a w  w h a t  lo o k e d  lik e  
a sc h o o lb o y  o f  s ix te e n  o r  s o , a n d  I 
b r u sh e d  p a st  h im  to  g o  d o w n  to  th e  
s a lo o n  w h e r e  I e x p e c te d  to  fin d  m y  m a n  
d r in k in g  a  s t ir r u p -c u p  to  p u ll h im s e lf  
to g e th e r  a fte r  a  r a th er  r o u g h  a n d  u n 
p le a s a n t  c r o s s in g . T h ere  w a s  n o  p u rser  
in  th a t  sh ip , lik e  th e r e  is  in  a  P . &  O. 
b o a t, fr o m  w h o m  I c o u ld  m a k e  en q u ir ie s , 
so  I h a d  to  se a r c h  th e  sh ip  m y se lf  fo r  
th e  n e w  a r r iv a l. D e c id in g  a t la s t  th a t  
h e  m u s t  e ith e r  h a v e  m is se d  a  tra in  
s o m e w h e r e  o n  th e  jo u r n e y  o r  e lse  h a v e  
ta k e n  a  dghaisa  w h ile  I w a s  d o w n  b e lo w , 
I  w a s  a b o u t to  c a ll m y  b o a t  a lo n g s id e  
w h e n  I sa w  th e  y o u n g s te r  s t i l l  s ta n d in g  
a t th e  h e a d  o f  th e  g a n g w a y . H e  lo o k e d  
v e r y  lo s t  a n d  fo r lo rn  a n d  w a s  o b v io u s ly  
v e r y  t ir e d  a n d  su ffe r in g  fr o m  th e  e ffec ts  
o f  a  b ad  c r o s s in g . I w e n t  u p  to  h im  a n d  
a sk e d  h is  n a m e .

“  D a v id ,”  h e  rep lied .
“  D a v id  w h a t ,  b o y  ? ”  I  a sk e d . I 

th o u g h t  th a t  I m ig h t  k n o w  h is  p a ren ts  
a n d  b e  a b le  to  h e lp  h im .

“  D a v id  P a tr ic k  A n d r e w  S t. G eorge  
P a r k e r ,”  h e  rep lied .

“  G o l ly ,”  I sa id , a n d  n e a r ly  fe ll  
b a c k w a r d s  d o w n  th e  g a n g w a y  w h e n  I 
r e a lise d  th a t  th is  w a s  m y  m a n . I h a d  
b e e n  to ld  th a t  th e  n e w  a rr iv a l w a s  
s tr a ig h t  o u t  o f  th e  b a g , o r  r a th er  th e  
F .T .S .,*  b u t th is  m a n  w a s  s t ill  w e t  
b e h in d  th e  e a r s . H o w e v e r , w h a t  h e  w a s  
l ik e  w a s  n o  c o n c e r n  o f  m in e , so  I se n t  
th e  w o r k in g  p a r ty  to  g e t  h is  g e a r  d o w n  
in to  th e  b o a t a n d  th a n k e d  m y  s ta r s  th a t  
th e  n e w  a rr iv a l h a d  b een  s e n t  o u t  to  fill 
a  v a c a n c y  in  a  f ig h ter  f lig h t . I w a s  a n  
o b se r v e r , so  th e  m e r its  o f  s in g le -s e a te r  
p ilo ts  w e r e  n o  g r e a t  c o n c e r n  o f  m in e .

P a r k e r  w a s  q u ie t in  t h e  b o a t o n  th e  
w a y  a c r o s s  th e  h a rb o u r  to  th e  *' T e n a 
c io u s ,”  b u t I c o u ld  s e e  th a t  h e  w a s  
th r illed  b y  th e  r o m a n c e  o f  it  a ll . A n d

th e  G rand  H a r b o u r  o f  V a le tta  is  r a th er  
im p r e ss iv e  w h e n  y o u  first s e e  it , p a r 
t ic u la r ly  a t  n ig h t . T h e  b a stio n s  o f  th e  
fo r ts  s ta n d  o u t  b la c k  a g a in s t  th e  s k y  
a n d  g r e a t  w a r sh ip s  lo o m  u p  o n  e v e r y  
s id e , th e ir  b u g le s  a n d  sh r ill  b o s u n ’s  
p ip e s  c a l lin g  th e ir  c r e w s  a b o u t  th e ir  
d u tie s  a s  th e y  h a v e  d o n e  fo r  h u n d re d s  
o f  y e a r s . A  th o u s a n d  lig h ts  a re  re flec ted  
in  th e  s t il l  w a te r s  o f  th e  c r e e k s  a n d  th e  
dghaisas  g lid e  n o is e le s s ly  p a st, th e ir  s ile n c e  
b r o k e n  o n ly  b y  a n  o c c a s io n a l flood  o f  
im p r e c a t io n s  a s  s o m e  e x c ite d  dghaisa- 
m a n  a v o id s  a  c o llis io n .

W e  c a m e  a lo n g s id e  th e  carr ier  a n d  I 
p u sh e d  h im  o u t o f  th e  b o a t a n d  u p  th e  
g a n g w a y  o n  to  th e  q u a r te r -d e c k  w h e r e  a  
g r o u p  o f o fficers  w a s  s ta n d in g . A s  h e  
g o t  to  th e  to p  o f  th e  la d d er , P a r k e r  
h a lte d , tu r n e d  a f t , t o o k  o ff h is  h a t— h e  
w a s  w e a r in g  p la in  c lo th e s , o f  c o u r se —  
a n d  b o w e d . I su p p o se  h e  h a d  b een  
ta u g h t ,  q u ite  r ig h t ly , th a t  w h e n e v e r  
o n e  s te p s  o n  b o a rd  a  m a n -o f -w a r , o n e  
m u s t  s a lu te  th e  q u a r te r -d e c k . B u t th is  
c e r e m o n io u sn e s s  w a s  a  b it to o  m u c h  
fo r  th e  sp e c ta to rs , w h o  b u rst in to  g u ffa w s  
o f  la u g h te r  a s  I , b lu s h in g ly , b u n d led  
m y  c h a r g e  in to  th e  h a lf -d e c k  b efo re  h e  
c o m m itte d  a n y  m o r e  s o le c is m s .

I to o k  h im  d o w n  to  h is  c a b in , m a d e  h is  
se r v a n t  b rin g  h im  s o m e  h o t  w a te r , a n d  
to ld  h im  to  c le a n  h im s e lf  w h ile  I re tu rn ed  
to  th e  q u a rte r -d e c k  to  s e e  a b o u t h is  
lu g g a g e .

“  W h o  th e  d e v i l ’s  th a t  ? ”  a sk e d  
P u g g y  L a w r e n c e , c o m m a n d e r  o f  th e  
f ig h te r  f lig h t  a s  I r e jo in e d  th e  g ro u p  o f  
o fficers  o n  d eck .

“  T h a t ’s  D a v id  P a tr ic k  A n d re w  St. 
G e o rg e  P a r k e r , y o u r  n e w  p ilo t  o ff ic e r ,”  
I rep lied .

“ M y G o d ,”  sa id  P u g g y . “ W h a t  
h a v e  I d o n e  to  d e se r v e  th a t  ? H e  lo o k s  
a s  w e t  a s  a  scru b b er 1 ”

A n d  s in c e  th e  n a m e  fitted , it  s tu c k .

CHAPTER H 
David Scores a “ D ”

WE  w e n t  to  s e a  to  do f ly in g  e x e r c ise s  
th e  n e x t  d a y . M y  o w n  m a c h in e  

h a d  h a d  a  d iffere n c e  o f  o p in io n  w ith  th e  
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“  D’s  ”  FOR DAVID
p a lisa d e s  a  c o u p le  o f  d a y s  p r e v io u s ly  
a n d  s o , a s  I h a d  n o th in g  to  d o , I w a s  
s e n t  u p  a s  o ffice r  o f  th e  w a tc h  o n  th e  
b rid g e  fo r  th e  fo r e n o o n .

I t is  a  p le a s a n t  e n o u g h  jo b , if  s l ig h t ly  
b o r in g . A ll y o u  h a v e  to  do is  to  s e e  
th a t  th e  sh ip  d o e s n ’t  b u m p  in to  a n y th in g  
a n d  to  k e e p  h er  h e a d  in to  w in d  w h e n  
f ly in g  o p e r a t io n s  a r e  in  p ro g ress . Y o u  
h a v e  to  k e e p  h er  p r e tty  a c c u r a te ly  in to  
th e  w in d , b u t  th e r e  is  a  b ro a d  w h ite  
l in e  p a in te d  d o w n  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  
f lig h t  d eck  a n d  a  s te a m  je t  c o m e s  o u t  o f  
a  h o le  in  t h e  fo r e m o s t  en d  o f  i t .  Y o u  
ju s t  k eep  th e  s te a m  f lo w in g  d o w n  th e  
w h ite  lin e  b y  a lte r in g  c o u r se  a  d e g r e e  o r  
tw o  w h e n e v e r  th e  je t  s tr a y s  fr o m  its  
s tr a ig h t  a n d  n a r r o w  p a th .

I t d o e s n ’t  do  to  a llo w  a  m a c h in e  to  
la n d -o n  u n le s s  th e  w in d  is  d ea d  fo re  
a n d  a f t  b e c a u se  th e  d eck  is  o n ly  a  h u n d re d  
fe e t  w id e , a n d  th e  s lig h te s t  a m o u n t  o f  
d rift w ill  t a k e  h e r  in to  th e  p a lisa d e s ,  
g r e a t  s te e l c h a n n e l-b a r s  s t ic k in g  o u t  
a t a n  a n g le  o f  4 5  d eg rees  w ith  th r e e -  
in c h  w ir e  n e t t in g  in  b e tw e e n  to  c a tc h  
a n y  m a c h in e  w h ic h  m a y  try  to  g o  o v e r  
th e  s id e . T h e y  s a v e  th e  p ilo t  fr o m  a  
d u c k in g  a ll  r ig h t , b u t th e  m a c h in e  is  
n o t  m u c h  g o o d  a fte r  b e in g  c a u g h t  in  th e m .

T h e  b est  p a r t o f  b e in g  o fficer  o f  th e  
w a tc h  is  th a t  y o u  g e t  a  “  g o o f  ”  in  
p erfec t  s a fe ty  in s te a d  o f  h a v in g  to  s ta n d  
n e a r  th e  “  is la n d  ”  a n d  ta k e  y o u r  c h a n c e  
o f  b e in g  w r it te n -o f f  b y  a  m a c h in e  th a t  
tr ie s  to  f ly  in to  th e  su p e r str u c tu r e . 
A n d , a s  th e  S cru b b er  w a s  to  do h is  first  
d e c k - la n d in g s  th a t  m o r n in g , I w a s  q u ite  
p le a se d  to  b e to ld  o ff fo r  th e  d u ty .

W e  s ta r ted  th e  d a y , a s  u su a l, b y  s e n d in g  
th e  I II . F ’s  o ff  o n  a  n a v ig a t io n  e x e r c is e ,  
fo llo w e d  b y  th e  R ip o n s  w h ic h  to o k -o f f  
to  p ra c tise  d u m m y  torp ed o  a t ta c k s .  
H a v in g  c le a r e d  th e m  o u t  o f  th e  w a y  
fo r  th r e e  o r  fo u r  h o u r s , a  N im r o d  w a s  
b r o u g h t u p  o n  th e  li f t  to g e th e r  w ith  a ll  
th e  “ g o o fe r s ,”  th a t  is  e v e r y b o d y  w h o  
c o u ld  fin d  a n  e x c u s e  to  le a v e  h is  jo b  in  
ord er  to  w a tc h  th e  n e w  p ilo t  d o  h is  
p ra ctice  la n d in g s . I t  is  a  c ru e l p a s t im e  
a n d  o n e  c a lc u la te d  to  g iv e  a n y  n e w  p ilo t  
th e  j itte r s , b u t th e  sp ir it th a t  m a d e  
p e o p le  w a tc h  th e  g la d ia to r ia l c o m b a ts  
o f o ld  s t ill  l iv e s  o n .

T h e  S cru b b er c a m e  u p  to  th e  b rid g e  
a n d  rep o rted  to  th e  W in g  C o m m a n d er  
fo r  o rd ers w h ile  h is  m a c h in e  w a s  b e in g  
ru n  u p .

“  T h e  u su a l s t u f f ,”  sa id  W in g s ,  
“  M a k e  th r e e  a p p r o a c h e s  a n d  th e n , if  
y o u  s e e  th e  * A ffir m a tiv e  ’ g o  u p , y o u  
c a n  try  a  la n d in g . I ’ll g iv e  y o u  p le n ty  
o f  w in d  sp e e d  o v e r  th e  d e c k  so  d o n ’t  
c o m e  o n  to o  fa s t . D o n ’t  fo r g e t  th a t  if  
y o u  lo o k  l ik e  s c o r in g  a  * D , ’ i t ’s  s a fe s t  
to  s w itc h  o n  a g a in  a n d  g o  ro u n d  a n d  h a v e  
a n o th e r  s h o t .”

“ A y e , a y e , s ir  1 ”  sa id  th e  S cru b b er, 
s a lu t in g  sm a r tly .

I t ’s  a  c u r io u s  th in g  th a t  w o r d s  w h ic h  
fr o m  o n e  m a n  so u n d  p e r fe c t ly  co rr ec t  
w ill g iv e  y o u  q u ite  a  s h o c k  i f  s o m e o n e  
e ls e  u se s  th e m . I su p p o se  a  n a v a l p ilo t  
a n d  a n  A ir  F o r c e  o n e , w h e n  d ressed  in  
S id co t s u i t s  a n d  f ly in g  h e lm e ts , lo o k  
e x a c t ly  th e  s a m e , y e t  if  th e  n a v a l m a n  
r e p lie s , “  V e r y  g o o d , s ir  1 ”  o r  th e  a ir 
m a n , “  A y e , a y e  I ”  w h e n  g iv e n  o rd ers, 
b oth  r e p lie s  so u n d  e q u a lly  in c o n g r u o u s .

A s  th e  S cru b b er tu rn ed  to  c lim b  d o w n  
th e  la d d ers to  th e  f lig h t  d e c k , th e  C aptain  
tu r n e d  to  m e  :

“ Y o u ’d b e tte r  b rea k  h im  o f  th a t ,  
D e n s h a m ,”  h e  sa id , a n d  I r e a lis e d , w ith  
a  s h o c k , th a t , th r o u g h  th e  m e r e  a c c id e n t  
o f  m y  h a v in g  b een  s e le c te d  to  m e e t  h im ,  
I  s e e m e d  to  h a v e  b een  p la c e d  in  loco- 
paren tis  to  o u r  in fa n t  p h e n o m e n o n .

TH E  S cru b b er  g o t  in to  h is  m a c h in e  
a n d  te s te d  th e  c o n tr o ls . I tu rn ed  

th e  sh ip  in to  w in d  a n d  w o r k e d  u p  h er  
sp e ed . ,  A s  s o o n  a s  th e  in d ic a to r  sh o w e d  
th a t  th e  w in d  sp e ed  o v e r  th e  d e c k  w a s  
c o rr ec t, W in g s  w a v e d  h is  f la g s . T h e  
s ig n a l w a s  s e e n  b y  th e  f lig h t l ie u te n a n t  
in  c h a r g e  o f  th e  f lig h t d e c k , w h o  w a v e d  
a w a y  th e  c h o c k s  w h ic h  w e r e  p r e v e n tin g  
th e  m a c h in e  fr o m  b e in g  b lo w n  b a ck w a r d s , 
a n d  p u t u p  a  lit t le  w h ite  f la g  a s  a  s ig n a l  
to  th e  p ilo t  to  ta k e -o f f .

T h e  a ir c r a ftm e n  ly in g  fla t  o n  th e  d eck  
p u lled  a w a y  th e ir  c h o c k s , th e  S cru b b er  
o p en ed  u p  h is  e n g in e , f la sh e d  p a st th e  
b rid ge in  le v e l f lig h t , a n d  b e fo r e  h e  w a s  
tw o  h u n d re d  y a r d s  a h e a d  o f  th e  sh ip , 
did  a  flic k  r o ll.
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A s  h e  w a s  s t ill  le v e l w ith  th e  f lig h t  

d e c k  a n d  so  o n ly  a b o u t  s e v e n ty  fe e t  
a b o v e  th e  w a te r , th e  S c r u b b e r ’s  f ly in g  
d eb u t w a s , to  sa y  th e  le a s t  o f  it ,  u n p r o -  
p it io u s . A n d  w h e n , a s  h e  fo llo w e d  h is  
f lic k  r o ll u p  b y  a  se r ie s  o f  lo o p s  a n d  
r o lls  ca rr ied  o u t  a t  a  h e ig h t  o f  a b o u t  
fiv e  h u n d re d  fe e t , I c o u ld  s e e  a  lo o k  o n  
W in g s ’ fa c e  th a t  b o d ed  ill fo r  th e  
y o u n g s te r  w h e n  h e  r e tu r n e d  o n  b oard .

T h e  s ig n a l to  b e g in  h is  p ra c tice  a p 
p r o a c h e s  w e n t  u p  w h ile  th e  S cru b b er  
w a s  in  th e  m id d le  o f  h is  e x h ib it io n  an d , 
a n t ic ip a t in g  th e  w o r s t , I h a d  th e  s e a -  
b o a t m a n n e d  r e a d y  to  p ic k  h im  u p  if  
h e  w e n t  o v e r  th e  s id e  in to  th e  d rin k .

T h e  S cru b b er d id  th r e e  a lm o s t  p er fec t  
a p p r o a c h e s , a n d  th e n  th e  A ffir m a tiv e  
w e n t  u p  to  te l l  h im  to  do a  la n d in g .  
H e  s a w  it  a s  h e  f le w  fo rw a rd  p a st  th e  
b rid g e , p iv o te d  r o u n d  o n  h is  p o rt w in g -  
tip  a n d , d o in g  a  s ta ll  tu r n  a s  h e  c a m e  
a b r e a s t  th e  a f te r  en d  o f  th e  f lig h t d e c k , 
fo u n d  h im s e lf  d ro p p in g  a s te r n  o f  th e  
fa s t -m o v in g  d e c k . A t  o n c e , h e  o p en ed  
u p  h is  e n g in e  to  r e c o v e r  sp e e d  a n d  fo u n d  
h im s e lf  o n  th e  d eck  b e fo re  h e  h a d  t im e  
to  th r o tt le  b a c k  a g a in . A s  h e  ru sh e d  
p a st  th e  b r id g e , w e  p ra y ed  th a t  h e  
w o u ld  h a v e  e n o u g h  s e n s e  to  g iv e  h er  
th e  g u n  a n d  g o  ro u n d  a g a in , b u t h e  
e v id e n t ly  h a d  n o  s u c h  in te n t io n , a n d  
en d ed  u p  w ith  a  d o z e n  sa ilo r s  h a n g in g  
o n  to  h is  ta il  a n d  th e  n o se  o f  h is  m a c h in e  
lo o k in g  o v e r  th e  f o r ’rard  ed g e  o f  th e  
f lig h t d e c k  o n  to  th e  f o ’c ’s le  th ir ty  fe e t  
b e lo w . H e  h a d  sc o r e d  a s  p er fec t  a  
“  D  ”  a s  I h a v e  e v e r  s e e n .

T h e  fo rw a rd  en d  o f  th e  f lig h t  d e c k  is  
cu rv ed  a n d , w ith  th e  w in d -s h ie ld  ly in g  
fla t a c r o s s  th e  d eck  ju s t  a b a ft  i t , 'm a k e s  
a n  a lm o s t  p er fec t le tte r  “  D  ”  w ith  th e  
c u r v e  p o in t in g  fo rw a rd . G o in g  o v e r  th e  
ed g e  o f  th a t  c u r v e  in v o lv e s  y o u  e ith e r  
in  a  d u c k in g , if  y o u  g o  o v e r  th e  s id e , or  
a  th ir ty  fo o t  drop i f  y o u  g o  o v e r  th e  fro n t  
en d  o f  it  o n  to  th e  f o ’c ’s le . H e n c e ,  
“  s c o r in g  a  D  ”  a s  it  is  c a lle d , is  n o t  a  
p a st im e  to  b e r e c o m m e n d e d  b e c a u se , 
so o n e r  o r  la te r , y o u  are  b o u n d  to  go  
o v er  th e  ed g e , h o w e v e r  m u c h  th e  flig h t  
d eck  p a r ty  m a y  e n d a n g e r  th e ir  liv e s  b y  
f lin g in g  th e m s e lv e s  o n  y o u r  ta il  a s  y o u  
fla sh  p a st . In  a n y  c a se , i t  is  bad  fo r  th e

n e r v e s  o f  th e  s e n io r  o fficers  w a tc h in g  
y o u  fr o m  th e  b r id g e , a n d  s t i l l  w o r se  fo r  
th o s e  o f  y o u r  o b se r v e r  i f  y o u  h a p p e n  
to  b e f ly in g  a  tw o -se a te r .

T h e  S cru b b er d id  s ix  d eck  la n d in g s  
th a t  d a y  a n d  sc o r e d  s ix  “  D ’s . ”  H e  
w o u ld  p rob ab ly  h a v e  sco red  m o r e  i f  
w e  h a d n ’t  h a d  to  fo ld  h im  u p  a n d  p u t  
h im  d o w n  b e lo w  to  g e t  o u r  r e c o n n a is 
s a n c e  m a c h in e s  a n d  to r p e d o -b o m b e r s  o n  
b oard .

TH E  S cru b b er’s  li fe  a s  a  s in g le -s e a te r  
p ilo t  w a s  e v e n tfu l, b u t fa ted  n o t  to  

la s t  fo r  lo n g . I n e v e r  q u ite  u n d e r sto o d  
h im . N o  o n e  d id  fo r  th a t  m a tte r . H e  
w a s  v e r y  q u ie t in  th e  w a r d r o o m  a n d  
r a th e r  k ep t a p a rt fr o m  e v e r y b o d y  e ls e .  
I u se d  to  d o  m y  b e st  to  ta lk  to  h im , b u t  
h e  w a s  so  m e e k  a n d  m ild  a s  to  be p o s i
t iv e ly  u n in te r e s t in g . Y e t, p u t h im  up  
in  th e  a ir  in  h is  N im r o d  a n d  th e r e  w a s  
n o  h o ld in g  h im .

I n e v e r  fo u n d  o u t  w h e th e r  i t  w a s  th a t  
h e  d e lib e r a te ly  d iso b ey ed  o rd ers or  
w h e th e r  h e  ju s t  g o t  so  e x c ite d  in  th e  
a ir  th a t  h e  fo r g o t, b u t  n o th in g  c o u ld  
k e e p  h im  fr o m  lo w  s tu n t in g , a n d  n o th in g  
c o u ld  p r e v e n t h im  la n d in g  o n  so  fa s t  
th a t  h e  ra n  s tr a ig h t  o n  to  th e  “  D . ”  
W in g s  b e c a m e  so  w o r r ie d  a b o u t h im  
in  th e  en d  th a t  e v e r y  t im e  th e  S cru b b er  
w a s  g o in g  to  fly  h e  m a d e  h im  g o  u p  to  
th e  b rid g e  a n d  s ig n  a  d e c la r a t io n  to  th e  
e ffe c t  th a t  h e  w o u ld  ca rr y  o u t  n o  s tu n ts  
a t  a  h e ig h t  o f  le ss  th a n  tw o  th o u sa n d  
fe e t .  T h e n , im m e d ia te ly  a fte r  s ig n in g  
th e  p ap er , th e  S cru b b er w o u ld  ta k e -o f f  
a n d  do a  ro ll b e fo re  h e  w a s  tw o  h u n d red  
y a r d s  a h e a d  o f  th e  sh ip .

I t  w a s  o b v io u s  th a t  th is  so r t o f  th in g  
c o u ld  n o t  g o  o n , b u t I g o t  r a th er  a  s h o c k  
w h e n  I fo u n d  th a t  I h a d  b een  se le c te d  
to  p u t a  s to p  to  it .

T h e  tr o u b le  w ith  s in g le -s e a te r s  a t  
s e a  is  th a t  th e y  c a n n o t  g o  o u t  o f  s ig h t  
o f  th e  ca rr ier . T h e r e ’s  n o  “ f ly in g  b y  
B r a d sh a w  ”  * a t  s e a  a n d  n o  s ig n p o sts  
in  th e  w a y  o f  w o o d s  a n d  r iv ers  to  lea d  
y o u  b a ck  to  y o u r  h o m e  w h ic h , in  a n y  
c a s e , h a s  p ro b a b ly  m o v e d  a b o u t s ix ty

* i.e., following railway lines and checking 
one's position by reading the names on station 
platforms.—EDITOR’S NOTE.
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m ile s  a w a y  fr o m  w h e r e  y o u  le f t  i t  b y  
th e  t im e  y o u  w a n t  to  g e t  b a ck . N or c a n  
th e r e  be a n y  fo rce d  la n d in g s . Y o u  h a v e  
to  fly  b y  d e a d -r e c k o n in g  th e  w h o le  w a y  
a n d , o f  c o u r se , a  s in g le -s e a te r  p ilo t  
c a n ’t g o  fo o lin g  a b o u t w ith  a  c h a r t  a n d  
d iv id ers in  m id -a ir . S o , w h e n  th e  tw o -  
se a te r  O sp reys w e r e  in tro d u ced  in to  th e  
F le e t  A ir  A r m , it  w a s  d ec id ed  to  a tta c h  
o n e  to  e a c h  f ig h te r  flig h t a n d  p u t a n  
o b se rv er  in to  it  to  a c t  a s  n a v ig a to r .

T h e  S cru b b er h a d  b een  p a r t ic u la r ly  
o b str ep ero u s  a b o u t  th is  t im e , a n d  s o m e 
o n e  h a d  th e  b r a in w a v e  o f  g iv in g  h im  a n  
O sp rey  w ith  a n  o b se r v e r  in  th e  b a c k 
s e a t  to  k e e p  h im  u n d e r  c o n tr o l. I d id  
n o t  g iv e  th r e e  h e a r ty  c h e e r s  w h e n  I 
fo u n d  th a t  I h a d  b een  s e le c te d  a s  th a t  
o b serv er .

“ S c r u b b e r ,”  I sa id  to  h im , “ J u s t  
try  a n d  r e m e m b e r  th a t  y o u ’v e  g o t  a  
v a lu a b le  li fe  in  y o u r  h a n d s  n o w , m in e  ; 
so  try  to  cu rb  y o u r  tra n sp o r ts  a  b it . 
A n d  if  y o u  sc o r e  a  ‘ D  ’ a g a in  w ith  m e  
o n  b oard , I ’ll  r in g  y o u r  r u d d y  l i t t le  
n e c k  fo r  y o u  ! ”

“  Y es , s ir ,”  h e  rep lied . “ I ’ll  tr y  n o t  
to , b u t s o m e h o w , a s  I g e t  a b r e a s t  th e  
a fte r  en d  o f  th e  sh ip , I a lw a y s  fe e l a s  if  
I ’m  g o in g  to  m is s  h er  if  I d o n ’t  tu r n  
im m e d ia te ly  a n d  la n d - o n .”

“  N e v e r  y o u  m in d  a b o u t  m is s in g  h e r ,”  
I sa id , “ Y o u  c a n  g o  so  far a s te r n  th a t  
y o u  lo se  s ig h t  o f  h er  c o m p le te ly  if  y o u  
w a n t  to . I ’l l  n a v ig a te  y o u  b a ck . B u t  if  
y o u  la n d  o ff  a  s ta ll  tu rn  a g a in , G od  h e lp  
y o u  1 B y  th e  w a y , c a n  y o u  s te e r  a  
c o u r se  ? ”

S te e r in g  a  s te a d y  co u r se  a n d  k e e p in g  
a  s te a d y  sp e e d  a r e  p r e tty  im p o r ta n t  a t  
s e a  w h e r e  a n  erro r  o f  tw o  or th r e e  m ile s  
in  a  th r e e  h u n d r e d  m i le s ’ ru n  m ig h t  
m a k e  y o u  m is s  y o u r  carr ier  a lto g e th e r  
o n  y o u r  re tu rn , i f  th e  v is ib il ity  is  p o o r .

“  I th in k  s o , ”  h e  rep lied .
A n d  h e  c o u ld , to o . H e  to o k  m e  u p  

th a t  v e r y  a fte r n o o n  a n d  s h o w e d  m e . 
F or th r e e  h o u r s , w e  ca reered  ro u n d  th e  
s k ie s  w h ile  I c h e c k e d  h is  c o u r se s  a n d  
sp eed s  e v e r y  tw o  or  th r e e  m in u te s . I 
n e v e r  c a u g h t  h im  m o r e  th a n  a  d eg ree  
o r  a  k n o t  o u t  a n d , a fte r  s te e r in g  a  d o z e n  
co u r se s , w e  a r r iv e d  b a c k  w ith in  h a l f  a  
m ile  o f  th e  sh ip .

1 F O U N D  o u t  a  g o o d  d ea l a b o u t  th e  
S cru b b er d u r in g  th e  n e x t  th r e e  m o n th s  

I sp e n t  a s  h is  o b se rv er . F o r  o n e  th in g , I 
fo u n d  th a t , th o u g h  h e  w a s  o n ly  ju s t  
n in e te e n , h e  h a d  a  m in d  o f  h is  o w n  a n d  
w a s  n o t  a  b it  im p re ssed  b y  th e  w e ig h t  
o f  g o ld  la c e  o n  m y  s le e v e . I d isco v er ed  
th a t  th e  first t im e  I tr ied  to  fly  th r o u g h  
a  th u n d e r s to r m  w ith  h im .

W e  h a d  ta k e n -o ff  o n  a  n a v ig a t io n  
e x e r c is e , a n d  a b o u t  tw e n ty  m in u te s  
a fte r  w e  h a d  le ft  th e  sh ip , w e  ra n  in to  
a s  n a s ty  a  th u n d e r s to r m  a s  I h a v e  e v er  
se e n .

“  D o  y o u  th in k  w e  o u g h t  to  g o  o n , 
s ir  ? ”  in q u ir e d  th e  S cru b b er d o w n  th e  
v o ic e -p ip e .

I w a s  b u sy  n a v ig a t in g  a t  th e  t im e  
a n d  r a th e r  a n n o y e d  a t  b e in g  in ter ru p ted .

“ O f c o u r se  w e  o u g h t ,”  I sn a p p ed  
b a ck . “  W h a t ’s  th e  m a tte r  w ith  a  
th u n d e r s to r m  ? A r e  y o u  fr ig h te n e d  o f  
i t  ? I te s te d  th e  b o n d in g  y e s te r d a y , so  
w e ’re  q u ite  s a fe  fr o m  lig h tn in g . G et o n  
w ith  i t . ”

“ W e ll ,  I d o n ’t  l ik e  i t , ”  h e  rep lied  
a n d , b e fo re  I c o u ld  s to p  h im , h e  h a d  
tu r n e d  th e  m a c h in e  ro u n d  a n d  w a s  
h e a d e d  b a c k  fo r  th e  sh ip .

T h a t p u t m e  in  m y  p la c e  a ll  r ig h t—  
in  th e  b a c k  s e a t  w h e r e  I o u g h t  to  h a v e  
b een  a n d  n o t  in  fro n t w h e r e , o w in g  to  
th e  S c r u b b e r ’s  y o u th  a n d  r e p u ta t io n  fo r  
w e tn e s s ,  I h a d  b een  tr y in g  to  b e .

I b e g a n  to  s tu d y  th e  S cru b b er  a fte r  
th a t  a n d  I d ec id e d  th a t  h is  o n ly  tr o u b le s  
w e r e  h is  y o u th , w h ic h  w a s  h a r d ly  h is  
fa u lt , a n d  h is  r o m a n tic  m in d , w h ic h  w a s  
a  d isea se .

It w a s  a b o u t  th is  t im e  th a t  h e  co n fid ed  
to  m e  'th a t  i t  w a s  h is  a m b it io n  to  be  
k n o w n  b y  h is  C h r istia n  n a m e , a n d  h e  
se e m e d  to  h a v e  s o m e  id e a  th a t  h is  
r e p u ta t io n  fo r  lo w  s tu n t in g  w o u ld  c o n 
tr ib u te  to w a r d s  th is  e n d . I to ld  h im  
th a t  m y  a m b it io n  w a s  fo r  h im  to  la n d  
m e  o n  th e  d e c k  w ith o u t  s c o r in g  a  “  D .”  
A ll th e  s a m e , I w a s  b e g in n in g  to  d ev e lo p  
a  r esp ec t fo r  h im , a n d  w e  c a m e  to  a n  
a g r e e m e n t  th a t  I w o u ld  le t  h im  k n o w  
a s  s o o n  a s  I h a d  f in ish e d  m y  n a v ig a t in g  
e a c h  t im e  w e  f le w  a n d  th a t  h e  w o u ld  
th e n  b e  a t  lib e r ty , a fte r  g iv in g  m e  a  fe w  
m in u te s  to  se c u r e  m y s e lf  a n d  m y  g e a r ,  
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to  th r o w  th e  m a c h in e  a b o u t  a s  m u c h  a s  
h e  lik e d  b e fo r e  la n d in g  o n  d e c k .

CHAPTER HI 
Sailing Orders

TH E  M ed iterra n ea n  is  n o t , n o r m a lly , a  
p a r tic u la r ly  e x c it in g  s ta t io n , b u t e v e r y  

n o w  a n d  th e n  a  b it  o f  e x c ite m e n t  tu rn s  
u p  to  r e l ie v e  th e  m o n o to n y . A fte r  I 
h a d  b e e n  f ly in g  w ith  th e  S cru b b er  fo r  
a b o u t  th r e e  m o n th s  a n d  w a s  g e t t in g  
ju s t  a b o u t  fed  u p  w ith  h im  a n d  h is  
d a m n e d  h a irb re a d th  e s c a p e s  fr o m  g o in g  
o v e r  th e  b o w s  o f  th e  f lig h t  d eck , I fe lt  
th a t  w e  w e r e  a b o u t  d u e  fo r  a n o th e r  
flap , a n d  su r e  e n o u g h  it  tu r n e d  u p .

I t  w a s  a  b o ilin g  h o t  s u m m e r ’s  a f te r 
n o o n  a n d  I h a d  ju s t  g o t  u p  a n d  d ressed  
a fte r  a n  a f t e r n o o n ’s  c a u lk  in  m y  s tu ffy  
c a b in . I h a d  to  k eep  t h e  first d o g -w a tc h ,  
a n d  th e  p ro sp e c t o f  w a lk in g  u p  a n d  d o w n  
th e  q u a r te r -d e c k  d o in g  n o th in g  fo r  tw o  
h o u r s  w a s  n o t  v e r y  in sp ir in g . I w a lk e d  
in to  th e  w a r d r o o m  a n d , f lin g in g  m y  
w a tc h k e e p in g  im p e d im e n ta  o n  to  a  s e t te e ,  
p ic k e d  u p  a  p ap er  to  ta k e  in to  te a  w ith  
m e . A s  I tu r n e d  to  g o  o u t , th e  S cru b b er  
w a lk e d  in to  th e  r o o m .

“  H u llo , S c r u b b e r ,”  I sa id , “  W h a t  
a re  y o u  d o in g  h e r e  ? ”

W h e n  th e  sh ip  w a s  a t  M a lta , w e  u se d  
to  la n d  o u r  f lig h ts  a t  th e  s h o r e  a ero d ro m e , 
a n d  it  w a s  e x c e p t io n a l to  s e e  a  p ilo t  o n  
b oard .

“ O h , I c a m e  in  w ith  m y  f lig h t  s e r 
g e a n t  to  ta k e  o u t  s o m e  m o r e  s to r e s .  
W e ’re  ju s t  o ff a g a in .”

“  L u c k y  d o g  ! T h a n k  y o u r  lu c k y  s ta r s , 
y o u n g  S cru b b er, th a t  y o u ’re in  th e  A ir  
F o r c e  a n d  d o n ’t  h a v e  to  do  a n y  w a tc h 
k e e p in g  I ”

“  Y e s , s ir ,”  sa id  th e  S cru b b er d u ti
fu lly . “  B u t  y o u  w o n ’t  h a v e  to  d o  a n y  
m o r e  w a tc h k e e p in g  fo r  s o m e  t im e , w ill  
y o u  ? ”

“ W h a t  d ’y o u  m e a n  ‘ w o n ’t  h a v e  to  
do a n y  m o re  w a tc h k e e p in g  fo r  so m e  
t im e  ? ’ ”  I d em a n d e d .

“  W e l l ,  w e ’ll b e o n  a c t iv e  s e r v ic e  
s o o n , a n d  th e n  th e  s h ip ’s  o fficers  d o  a ll 
th e  w a tc h k e e p in g , d o n ’t  th e y  ? ”

“  W h a t  b u z z  h a v e  y o u  b een  l is te n in g  
to  n o w , y o u  c h u m p  ? ”  w a s  m y  reto r t.

“ W e ll, s i r ,”  h e  rep lied , “ M y flig h t  
s e r g e a n t  te lls  m e  th a t  th e  C h ief Y e o m a n  
o f  S ig n a ls  to ld  h im  . . . ”

“ E n o u g h , S cru b b er I A s  G eorge  
R o b e y  w o u ld  s a y , ' D e s is t  1 ’ I f  y o u ’v e  
s ta r te d  lis te n in g  to  lo w e r  d e c k  b u z z e s ,  
b e fo r e  y o u  k n o w  w h e r e  y o u  a re  y o u ’ll 
b e lie v e  th a t  w e ’v e  b e e n  to ld  o ff to  ca rr y  
o u t  a  ra id  o n  th e  m o o n  I ”

I w a s  a n g r y  w ith  th e  b o y  fo r  a r o u s in g  
m y  h o p e s  in  v a in , a n d , p ic k in g  u p  m y  
p a p er , I w a lk e d  in  to  te a .

B u t  th e  S cru b b er w a s  r ig h t . L o w er  
d e c k  b u z z e s  s o m e t im e s  a r e  r ig h t . B e fo r e  
I  h a d  b een  o n  w a tc h  h a lf  a n  h o u r , th e  
s ig n a lm a n  c a m e  r u n n in g  d o w n  to  m e  
w ith  a  s ig n a l fr o m  th e  C -in -C  o rd er in g  
u s  to  e m b a r k  o u r  f lig h ts  a t  d a w n  th e  
n e x t  m o r n in g  a n d  s a il  fo r  P a le s t in e  
“  w ith  th e  u tm o s t  d e s p a tc h .”

T h e  N a v y  is  u se d  to  s e t t in g  o u t  fo r  
th e  e n d s  o f  th e  ea r th  a t  h a lf  a n  h o u r ’s  
w a r n in g  a n d , s in c e  it  ca rr ie s  it s  h o m e  
ro u n d  w ith  it ,  s h o r t  n o t ic e  d o e s n ’t  
b o th e r  it  v e r y  m u c h . T h e  A ir  F o r c e  is  
le s s  fo r tu n a te , a n d  I sh o u ld  n o t  c a re  to  
h a v e  b een  w ith  th e  f lig h ts  a sh o r e  th a t  
n ig h t ,  s tr u g g lin g  to  p a c k  u p  a ll th e ir  
g e a r  in to  lo r r ie s  in  th e  d ark  a n d  g e t  
th e ir  a e r o p la n e s  s e r v ic e a b le  a t  th e  sa m e  
t im e .

T h e ir  lo r r ie s  a r r iv e d  a lo n g s id e  th e  
s h ip  a t  4  a .m . a n d , a n  h o u r  la te r , a fte r  
u n lo a d in g  th e m , w e  s lip p ed  fr o m  th e  
j e t t y  a n d  p ro ceed ed  to  s e a  w h e r e  th e  
f lig h ts  w e r e  f ly in g  a r o u n d , w a it in g  fo r  
u s . W ith in  h a lf  a n  h o u r  w e  h a d  e m 
b a r k e d  fo r ty - tw o  m a c h in e s  a n d  P u g g y  
L a w r e n c e  to o k  m e  b y  th e  a r m  ju s t  a s  
th e  m e n  p u lled  th e  S cru b b er o u t  o f  th e  
“  D  ” — w e  w e r e  g e t t in g  u se d  to  h im  b y  
n o w , a n d  h e  w a s  a lw a y s  m a d e  to  la n d  
o n  la s t  so  th a t  th e  o th e r  m a c h in e s  w o u ld  
n o t  h a v e  to  w a it  w h i le  w e  c o lle c te d  th e  
b its , a s  w e  w e r e  b o u n d  to  h a v e  to  d o  
s o o n e r  o r  la te r . P u g g y  led  m e  to  th e  
O b se r v e r s ’ O ffice  w h e r e  w e  c o u ld  h a v e  a  
q u ie t  ta lk  o v e r  a  cu p  o f  c o c o a .

“  W h a t  th e  h e l l ’s  a l l  th is  flap  a b o u t ? ”  
h e  b e g a n , “  W e  k n o w  n o th in g  e x c e p t  
th a t  w e  w e r e  to ld  to  p a c k  up  a n d  e m b a r k  
a t  d a w n . I t  m ig h t  h a v e  m a d e  u s  a  b it
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m o r e  c h e e r fu l if  th e y  h a d  to ld  u s  w h a t  
a ll th e  fu ss  w a s  a b o u t .”

*' I d o n ’t  th in k  w e  k n o w  to o  m u c h  
a b o u t it  o u r se lv e s , a t  p r e s e n t ,”  I rep lied , 
“  B u t  a s  fa r  a s  I c a n  g a th e r , th e r e  s e e m s  
to  b e  a b o u t  s e v e n  d iffe r e n t so r ts  o f  h e ll  
le t  lo o s e  in  P a le s t in e .”

“  B y  th a t , I su p p o se  y o u  m e a n  th a t  a  
c o u p le  o f  A r a b s  h a v e  k n o c k e d  a n o th e r  
J e w  o n  th e  h e a d ,”  sa id  P u g g y  sa r 
c a s t ic a l ly . “  O r t ’o th e r  w a y  ro u n d . 
T h o se  c h a p s  s e e m  to  sp e n d  m o s t  o f  th e ir  
t im e  c r a c k in g  e a c h  o th e r  o n  th e  h ea d . 
B u t w h y  th e  d e v il c a n ’t  th e  lo c a l R .A .F .  
d ea l w ith  i t  ? ”

“  S h a m e  o n  y o u , P u g g y  ! ”  I cried , 
“  Y o u  a n  R .A .F . o fficer  s w e a r in g  a t  
y o u r  o w n  1 ”

“  T o  b la z e s  w ith  th a t  1 ”  re to r ted  
P u g g y . “  W h e n  I ’m  a sh o r e  I ’m  R .A .F .  
a n d  w h e n  I ’m  in  a n  a ir c r a ft-c a r r ie r , I ’m  
F le e t  A ir  A r m . B u t  w h a t ’s  i t  a l l  a b o u t, 
a n y w a y  ? ”

“  W e ll ,  i t ’s  a  b it  m o r e  c o m p lic a te d  
th a n  lo c a l  r io t in g  th is  t im e ,”  I rep lied , 
* ‘ A s  fa r  a s  I c a n  g a th e r , p r e tty  se r io u s  
r io t in g  h a s  b r o k e n  o u t  a l l  o v e r  P a le s 
t in e  a n d  tr o u b le  h a s  s ta r te d  s im u l
ta n e o u s ly  in  T ra n sjo rd a n  a n d  E g y p t .”

“  P h e w ,”  sa id  P u g g y  w ith  a  w h is t le ,  
“  N o  w o n d e r  th e  lo c a l  R .A .F . c a n ’t  
d ea l w ith  it  b y  th e m s e lv e s .”

“  T h a t ’s  r ig h t  1 W e ’v e  b een  se n t  
fo r  to  g iv e  th e m  a  h a n d . W in g s  a n d  th e  
S e n io r  O b server  a re  in  w ith  th e  O w n er  
n o w , w o r k in g  o u t  th e  p a tr o ls .”

CHAPTER IV 
Mystery of the Nimrods

T H E  o ld  “  T e n a c io u s  ”  c o u ld  slip  
a lo n g  p r e tty  u se fu l ly  w h e n  s h e  w a s  

p u t to  it ,  a n d  it  to o k  u s  o n ly  tw o  d a y s  to  
d o th e  1 ,2 0 0  m ile s  fr o m  M a lta  to  th e  
P a le s t in e  c o a s t . T h e y  w e r e  fa ir ly  b u sy  
d a y s  fo r  u s , to o , a n d  m o s t  o f  o u r  t im e  
w a s  sp e n t  in  tu n in g  u p  th e  m a c h in e s  
a n d  c h e c k in g  g u n s ig h ts  o n  ta r g e ts  r ig g ed  
up  o n  th e  flig h t d eck .

T h e  n ig h t  b efo re  w e  a r r iv e d  o ff  th e  
c o a s t , th e  O w n er  c a lle d  a ll  th e  p ilo ts  
a n d  o b se r v e r s  to  h is  c a b in  to  g iv e  th e m

th e ir  ord ers a n d  te l l th e m  a ll  th a t  w a s  
k n o w n  a b o u t th e  s itu a t io n .

“  I e x p e c t  y o u  k n o w  r o u g h ly  w h a t  a ll  
th is  is  a b o u t ,”  h e  sa id  w h e n  w e  w e r e  
a s se m b le d . “  W e ’v e  g o t  p r a c t ic a lly  th e  
w h o le  o f  P a le s t in e  to  p a tro l. L u c k ily , 
w e  h a v e  n o  e n e m y  u p  a g a in s t  u s  in  th e  
a ir , a n d  o u r  m a in  jo b  is  to  d isc o v e r  a n d  
rep o rt a n y  c o n c e n tr a t io n s  o f  tr ib e sm e n  
in  th e  h ills  a n d , o f  c o u r se , to  b rea k  
th e m  u p  b y  a ir  a c t io n . T h e  f lig h ts  w ill  
w o r k  in  p a irs , o n e  f lig h t  r e l ie v in g  th e  
o th e r , d u r in g  d a y lig h t  h o u r s . E a c h  
p a ir  w il l  b e g iv e n  a n  a r e a  w h ic h  th e y  
w ill  p a tro l, th e  m a c h in e s  w o r k in g  s in g ly  
s o  a s  to  c o v e r  th e  w h o le  o f  it  a s  th e  
a r e a s  a r e  p re tty  b ig . In  e a c h  a r e a , a  
f ig h te r  f lig h t  w ill  w o r k  w ith  a  R ip o n  or  
III  F  f lig h t, o n e  r e l ie v in g  th e  o th e r , so  
th a t  th e r e  w il l  a lw a y s  b e a  f lig h t o f  
f ig h te r s  e ith e r  in  a n  a r e a  o r  e ls e  o n  board  
r e a d y  to  p ro ceed  to  it  in  c a se  o f  n e c e s 
s ity .  T h e  f lig h t  o p e r a t in g  in  th e  so u th e r n  
a r e a  w il l  le a v e  o n e  m a c h in e  to  w a tc h  
t h e  c o a s t . Is  th a t  a l l  c le a r  ? A n y  
q u e r ie s  ? A ll r ig h t . F l ig h t  c o m m a n d e r s  
r e m a in  b eh in d  to  g e t  th e ir  a r e a s . R e 
m a in d e r , ca rry  o n .”

IT  w a s  th e  first sp o t  o f  a c t iv e  se r v ic e  
th a t  m o s t  o f  u s  h a d  h a d , a n d  it  w a s  a  

p r e tty  te n se  c r e w  th a t  g a th e r e d  rou n d  
P u g g y  L a w r e n c e  fo r  o u r  f in a l o rd ers  
n e x t  m o r n in g .

“  H e r e  y o u  a re , c h a p s ,”  h e  sa id , 
u n fo ld in g  th e  c h a r t. “  M a k e  a  n o te  o f  
y o u r  a r e a s , a n d  if  y o u  s e e  a n y th in g  th a t  
lo o k s  lik e  a  lo t  o f  tr ib e sm e n  g a th e r in g  
to g e th e r , y o u  a re  a t  c o m p le te  lib e r ty  
to  s h o o t  ’e m  u p  ! W e ’v e  d ra w n  th e  
so u th e r n  a r e a  a n d , B la k e n e y , y o u  ca n  
ta k e  th e  c o a s t  p a tro l a s  y o u ’re  s e c o n d  
in  c o m m a n d . Y o u  c a n  fly  r ig h t  d o w n  
th e  c o a s t  to  S in a i i f  y o u  h a v e  t im e , b u t  
y o u  m u s t  s e a r c h  th e  c o a s ta l  h ills  a s  w e ll .  
A n d  fo r  g o o d n e ss  s a k e  d o n ’t  tu r n  r o u n d  
so  la te  th a t  y o u  ru n  o u t  o f  p etro l b e fo re  
y o u  c a n  g e t  b a c k  1 W e  a ll  m e e t  a t  R a s  
e l A r ish — t h a t ’s  th is  c a p e  h e r e — th r e e  
a n d  a  h a lf  h o u r s  a f te r  w e  b rea k  fo r m a 
t io n  o v e r  it  to  g o  to  o u r  a r e a s . A n d  w e  
w a it  fo r  n o b o d y . I f  y o u ’re n o t  th e r e , 
D e n s h a m  w ill  lea d  u s  b a c k  to  th e  sh ip  
w ith o u t  y o u . W e ’ll  o n ly  ju s t  h a v e

144



“  D’s ” FOR DAVID
e n o u g h  ju ic e  to  g e t  b a c k  to  th e  sh ip  a s  
i t  is , a n d  I ’m  n o t  g o in g  to  le a d  th e  w h o le  
o f  m y  flig h t in to  th e  s e a  ju s t  b e c a u se  
s o m e  s illy  a s s  c a n ’t  g e t  b a c k  to  th e  
r e n d e z v o u s  in  t im e  ! A ll s e t  ? R ig h to  1 
O ff to  y o u r  m a c h in e s  1 ”

A s  w e  c lim b e d  in to  o u r  c o c k p its , t h e  
g r e a t  carr ier  w a s  tu r n e d  in to  th e  w in d  
a n d , ta k in g -o f f , th e  f lig h t  fo r m e d  u p  
b e h in d  th e  S cru b b er a n d  m y s e lf  a n d  w e  
led  th e m  o ff  to  o u r  a rea .

O ver R a s  e l A r ish , th e  f lig h t  b ro k e  
fo r m a tio n  a s  a r r a n g e d , a n d  th e  S cru b b er  
a n d  I flew  a lo n g  w ith  B la k e n e y  u n ti l  
th e  t im e  c a m e  fo r  u s  to  tu rn  in la n d  to  
o u r  a r e a , le a v in g  h im  to  c o n t in u e  o n  
h is  w a y  d o w n  th e  c o a s t .

I f  th e  S cru b b er w a s  to  b e b e lie v e d ,  
th e  tr ib e sm e n  o n  th o se  r u g g e d  h ills id e s  
b e n e a th  u s  w h e n  w e  first a rr iv ed  in  o u r  
a r e a  w e r e  a s  th ic k  a s  th e  c ro w d  a t  a  
Cup F in a l, b u t a fte r  w e  h a d  s h o t  u p  
h a lf  a  d o zen  b a re  r o c k s , h e  se t t le d  
d o w n  a n d  th e  re s t  o f  o u r  p a tro l p ro cee d e d  
w ith o u t  in c id e n t .

P u n c tu a l to  th e  m in u te , I a rr iv ed  o v e r  
R a s  e l A r ish , th r e e  a n d  a  h a lf  h o u r s  
a fte r  w e  h a d  b r o k e n  u p  ou r fo r m a tio n . 
B u t  a lth o u g h  f iv e  o f  o u r  m a c h in e s  h a d  
tu r n e d  u p , th e r e  w a s  s t ill  o n e  m is s in g .

“ S c r u b b e r ,”  I sh o u te d  d o w n  th e  
v o ic e -p ip e , “  do  y o u  k n o w  w h o ’s  
m is s in g  ? ”

“  Y e s ,”  h e  sh o u te d  b a ck . “  B la k e n e y .  
H e w a s  th e  c h a p  w h o  h a d  th e  c o a s t  
p a tr o l.”

“ O h, w e l l ,”  I sa id , “ I su p p o se  h e ’s  
m isju d g e d  th e  t im e  a  b it . H o w  m u c h  
p etro l h a v e  y o u  g o t  le f t  ? ”

‘ ‘ O n ly  a b o u t  fo r ty  m in u te s  o n  o u r  
reser v e  t a n k s .”

‘ ‘ H e ll ! W e  m u s t  b e  o ff. F ly  u p  
a lo n g s id e  P u g g y ,”  I sa id .

W e  ca m e  c lo se  a lo n g s id e  th e  f lig h t  
c o m m a n d e r , a n d  I co u ld  se e  th a t  h e  
a g ree d  w ith  m e  th a t  w e  c o u ld  n o t  w a it  
a n y  lo n g e r , a n d  th a t  B la k e n e y  w o u ld  
h a v e  to  ta k e  h is  c h a n c e .

1 F O R G O T  a b o u t  B la k e n e y  d u r in g  th e  
n e x t  h a lf  h o u r . R e tu r n in g  to  o n e ’s  

carr ier  is  a lw a y s  a n x io u s  w o r k  fo r  
a n  o b serv er , b u t w h e n  th e  “  T e n a c io u s  ”  
w a s  s a fe ly  u n d e r n e a th  u s  a g a in , I h a d
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a  lo o k  ro u n d . B u t  th e r e  w a s  s t il l  n o  
s ig n  o f  o u r  m is s in g  m a c h in e .

1' D id  a n y o n e  s e e  B la k e n e y  a f te r  w e  
b ro k e  u p  ? ”  a sk e d  P u g g y  w h e n  w e  
h a d  h a u le d  th e  S cru b b er o u t  o f  th e  
“ D  ”  a g a in  a n d  I h a d  re tu r n e d  to  th e  
O b se r v e r s ’ O ffice.

“  I s a w  h im  c a r e e r in g  o ff d o w n  th e  
c o a s t ,”  I r ep lied . “ F ly in g  a t  a b o u t  
f iv e  h u n d re d  fe e t . B u t  w h a t e v e r ’s  h a p 
p e n e d  to  h im , h e ’s  d o w n  b y  n o w . H is  
p etro l m u s t  h a v e  ru n  o u t  q u a rter  o f  a n  
h o u r  a g o .”

“ H e ’s  p ro b a b ly  d o w n  o n  th e  b ea ch  
s o m e w h e r e ,”  sa id  P u g g y  h o p e fu lly . 
“  W e ’ll  s ig n a l th e  R ip o n s  to  k e e p  a  
lo o k -o u t  fo r  h im .”

B u t w h e n , th r e e  h o u r s  la te r , w e  
g a th e r e d  in  th e  o ffice  a g a in , p rep a ra to ry  
to  r e l ie v in g  th e  R ip o n s , th e r e  w a s  s t ill  
n o  n e w s  o f  B la k e n e y , a n d  w e  h a d  to  
ta k e  th e  a ir  o n e  m a n  sh o r t.

“  W o r r a l l ,”  sa id  P u g g y , to  th e  n e x t  
s e n io r  p ilo t , “  y o u  ta k e  th e  c o a s t  p a tro l 
th is  t im e  a n d  w e ’ll  a ll  in c r e a se  o u r  a r e a s .  
K e ep  a n  e y e  o p e n  fo r  y o u n g  B la k e n e y .  
A n d  d o n ’t  fo r g e t  to  tu r n  b a c k  in  p le n ty  
o f  t im e . I d o n ’t  w a n t  a n o th e r  o f  m y  
m a c h in e s  in  th e  d r in k  I ”

T h a t s e c o n d  p a tr o l w a s  m u c h  th e  
s a m e  a s  th e  first o n e . In  fa c t , i t  w a s  a  
b it  to o  m u c h  l ik e  o u r p r e v io u s  o n e ,  
b e c a u se  w h e n  w e  fo r e g a th e r e d  o v e r  
R a s  e l A r ish  to  re tu rn  to  th e  sh ip  o u r  
c o a s t  p a tro l m a c h in e  w a s  m is s in g  a g a in .  
N o r did  th e  R ip o n s , in  th e  la s t  p a tro l 
o f  th e  d a y , s e e  a n y  s ig n s  o f  e ith e r  o f  o u r  
lo s t  m a c h in e s .

W e  w e r e  a  sa d ly  d ep le te d  f lig h t  w h e n  
w e  g a th e r e d  in  th e  C a p ta in ’s  c a b in  th a t  
n ig h t  to  rep o rt o n  o u r  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  
th e  d a y  a n d  to  r e c e iv e  o u r o rd ers  fo r  th e  
n e x t  m o r n in g .

A fte r  r e c e iv in g  a ll  o u r  r ep o rts , th e  
C apta in  tu r n e d  to  th e  W in g  C o m m a n d er .

“ W e ll, W in g  C o m m a n d e r ,”  h e  sa id , 
“  s in c e  n o  o n e  h a s  s e e n  a n y  s ig n s  o f  
e n e m y  a c t iv ity ,  I th in k  w e ’ll ca rr y  o n  
s e n d in g  th e  m a c h in e s  o n  th e ir  p a tro ls  
s in g ly  a g a in  to -m o r r o w . D o  y o u  a g r e e  ? 
R ig h t . N o w  w h a t  a b o u t L a w r e n c e ’s  
m is s in g  m a c h in e s  ? G ot a n y  id e a s , 
L a w r e n c e  ? ”

“  N o n e  a t  a l l ,  s ir . T h e y ’v e  b o th
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r e c e n t ly  d o n e  a n  o v e r h a u l a n d  th e ir  
e n g in e s  a n d  a ir fr a m e s  o u g h t  to  h a v e  
b e e n  a ll  r ig h t . In  a n y  c a s e , I c a n ’t  
b e lie v e  th a t  th e y  w o u ld  b o th  h a v e  g iv e n  
o u t ,  a n d  b o th  o n  th e  s a m e  p a tro l to o  1 
A t le a s t , i t ’s  a n  a m a z in g  c o in c id e n c e  i f  
th a t  is  w h a t ’s  r e a lly  h a p p e n e d  1 ”

“  W h a t  e x a c t ly  w e r e  y o u r  ord ers to  
th e m  ? ’ ’ ch ip p ed  in  W in g s .

‘ ‘ T o  g o  a s  fa r  d o w n  th e  c o a s t  a s  th e y  
c o u ld  a n d  th e n  tu r n  b a c k  in  t im e  to  
r e a c h  R a s  e l A r ish  th r e e  a n d  a  h a lf  
h o u r s  a fte r  w e  b r o k e  fo r m a t io n ,”  rep lied  
P u g g y .

“  W e r e  th e y  to  k e e p  s tr ic t ly  to  th e  
c o a s t  a ll  th e  t im e  ? ”  a sk e d  th e  Sk ip per.

‘ ‘ T h e  c o a s t  a n d  t h e  c o a s ta l h ills .  
B u t  W ilso n  sa y s  h e  s e a r c h e d  th e  h ills  
th o r o u g h ly  in  h is  R ip o n  a n d  s a w  n o  
s ig n s  o f  w r e c k a g e  a n y w h e r e . N o t e v e n  
a  p a tc h  o f  o il in  th e  s e a .”

“  L o o k s  to  m e  a s  i f  th e y  m u s t  h a v e  
f lo w n  in to  th e  s e a , a l l  th e  s a m e ,”  sa id  
th e  S k ip p er . “  A fte r  a l l ,  i f  th e r e  h a d  
b e e n  a n y  tr o u b le , w h y  o n ly  th e  tw o  
N im r o d s  ? W h y  w e r e n ’t  th e  R ip o n s  
b r o u g h t  d o w n  a s  w e ll  ? T h e y ’re  m u c h  
s lo w e r  m a c h in e s  a n d  a  m u c h  e a s ie r  
ta r g e t , y e t  t h e y  w e r e n 't  e v e n  s h o t  a t .  
S e e m s  to  m e  a s  th o u g h  e ith e r  m is -  
ju d g m e n t  o f  th e  t im e  to  tu r n  b a c k  o r  
e ls e  e n g in e  fa ilu r e  w a s  th e  r e a so n —  
n e ith e r  o f  th e m  v e r y  c r e d ita b le  to  y o u r  
f lig h t , L a w r e n c e .”

CHAPTER V 
The Coast Patrol

IT  w a s  a  v e r y  w o r r ie d  f lig h t th a t  
a sse m b le d  in  th e  O b se r v e r s ’ O ffice  

n e x t  m o r n in g  to  d rin k  s o m e  s h ip ’s  c o c o a  
a n d  g e t  it s  o rd ers b e fo re  ta k in g -o f f , a n d  
P u g g y  v o ic e d  a ll  o u r  th o u g h ts  w h e n  h e  
b ro k e  o u t  b it te r ly  :

“  T h e r e  s e e m s  to  b e  s o m e th in g  th e  
m a tte r  w ith  o u r  d a m n e d  ’b u se s  ! T w o  
m a c h in e s  lo s t  th r o u g h  e n g in e  fa ilu r e  
in  a  s in g le  d a y  1 I t ’s  a  b it  o v e r  th e  od d s, 
I m u s t  s a y .”

‘ ‘ B u t  a r e  y o u  su r e  t h a t  th e y  w e r e  
lo s t  fr o m  e n g in e  fa ilu r e  ? ”  a sk e d  th e  
S cru b b er.

“  W e l l ,  w h a t  th e  h e ll e ls e  w a s  it  ? ”

sn a p p e d  P u g g y , w h o  a lw a y s  fo u n d  d iffi
c u lty  in  k e e p in g  h is  p a t ie n c e  w ith  y o u n g  
P a r k e r . ‘ ‘ A n d  y o u , y o u n g  fe l le r -m e -  
la d , w e ’ll lo se  y o u  to o  i f  y o u  d o n ’t  lo o k  
o u t . Y o u r  D -s c o r in g  a m u se d  m e  w h e n  
w e  w e r e  ju s t  p la y in g  a b o u t, b u t it  w o n ’t  
d o n o w  th a t  w e ’re  o n  a c t iv e  s e r v ic e . 
J u s t  s e e  th a t  it  d o e s n ’t  h a p p e n  a g a in .”

I s a w  th e  S c r u b b e r ’s  fa c e  fa ll. H e  
w a s  a  s e n s it iv e  y o u n g s te r , a n d  I k n e w  
th a t  h is  bad  la n d in g s  w e r e  th e  r e su lt  o f  
tr y in g  to o  h a rd . A fte r  a ll ,  w h e n  y o u ’v e  
b e e n  tr a in e d  o n  a  g r o u n d  a e r o d r o m e , it  
d o e s  ta k e  a  b it  o f  g e t t in g  u se d  to  o n e  
th a t  i s  r u n n in g  a w a y  fr o m  y o u  a t  
th ir ty  m ile s  a n  h o u r .

“  B u t  y o u  k n o w , P u g g y ,”  I  ch ip p ed  
in ,  “  th e r e  a r e  o th e r  p o ss ib ilit ie s , in  
sp ite  o f  w h a t  th e  O w n e r  sa id  la s t  n ig h t .  
E n e m y  a c t io n , fo r  o n e .”

“  E n e m y  a c t io n , m y  fo o t  1 ”  P u g g y  
r e to r te d , “  B la k e n e y  a n d  W o r r a ll c a m e  
d o w n  in  th e  s e a . I f  t h e y ’d c o m e  d o w n  
o n  la n d , th e  R ip o n s  w o u ld  h a v e  s e e n  
s o m e th in g . Y o u  d o n ’t  th in k  th e s e  tr ib e s 
m e n  h a v e  b een  b u ild in g  a  n a v y , do y o u  ? ”  

“  P e r h a p s  th e  R ip o n s  d id n ’t  s e a r c h  
v e r y  t h o r o u g h ly ,”  I su g g e s te d .

“  Y o u ’d b etter  te l l  T h o r n to n  th a t , h e ’s  
th e ir  f lig h t c o m m a n d e r  1 A n d  h e  w o n ’t  
s a y  th a n k  y o u  1 ”

“  B u t  i f  y o u  c o m e  to  th in k  o f  i t , ”  
I p e r s is te d , ‘ ‘ th e  R ip o n s  c r u ise  a t  a b o u t  
n in e ty  k n o ts , w h e r e a s  B la k e n e y  a n d  
W o r r a ll m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  f ly in g  a t  a b o u t  
a  h u n d re d  a n d  fo r ty . I t  s ta n d s  to  r e a so n  
t h a t  th e  N im ro d s w e n t  a  g o o d  d ea l 
fa r th e r , th o u g h , o f  c o u r se , w e  d o n ’t  
q u ite  k n o w  in  w h a t  d ir e c tio n . A n d  
w h a te v e r  h a p p e n e d  to  th e m , m ig h t  h a v e  
h a p p e n e d  a t  th e  fa r  e n d  o f  th e ir  p a tr o l.”  

“  T h e r e ’s  s o m e th in g  in  th a t , D e n sh a m .  
A n y w a y , y o u  a n d  t h e  S cru b b er h a d  
b e tte r  ta k e  th a t  c o a s t  p a tr o l th is  m o r n 
in g .  A n d  se e  th a t  y o u  d o  y o u r  n a v ig a t in g  
p r o p er ly  a n d  tu r n  b a c k  in  t im e  ! I ’m  
n o t  g o in g  to  h a v e  a n y  m o r e  o f  th is  
n o n s e n s e  1 A n d  d o n ’t  fo r g e t , y o u n g  
S cru b b er , i f  y o u  sc o r e  a  ‘ D  ’ a g a in , I ’ll 
h a v e  y o u  c o u r t-m a r t ia lle d . I f  y o u  fin d  
B la k e n e y  a n d  W o r r a ll, o f  c o u r s e ,”  h e  
a d d e d  c r u e lly , “ I ’l l  s e e  th a t  ev e r y b o d y  
in  th e  b la sted  w o r ld  c a lls  y o u  D a v id , 
o r  w h a te v e r  it  i s  y o u  w a n t  to  b e  c a lle d ,
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s in c e  th a t  s e e m s  to  b e a t  th e  b o tto m  o f  
m o st  o f  y o u r  e c c e n tr ic it ie s  in  th e  a ir  I ”

T h e  S cru b b er flu sh e d  u p  a n d  I to o k  
h im  b y  th e  a r m  a n d  led  h im  o u t  to  o u r  
m a c h in e . H e  w a s  a  q u eer  la d , b u t I 
w a s  b e g in n in g  to  lik e  h im . B e s id e s , it  
w a s  I w h o  h a d  sp lit  o n  h is  c o n fid e n c e s ,  
a n d  h e  h a d n ’t  k n o w n  th a t  h is  s e c r e t  
a m b it io n  h a d  b e e n  d isco v er ed .

W e  led  th e  f lig h t  to  o u r  u su a l s ta r t in g  
p o in t  o v e r  R a s  e l  A r ish  a n d  th e n  h e a d e d  
so u th  o n  o u r  c o a s t lin e  p a tro l, k e e p in g  
o u r  e y e s  s k in n e d  fo r  a n y  s ig n s  o f  o u r  
m a c h in e s . I d id n ’t  e x p e c t  to  fin d  a n y  
u n ti l  w e  g o t  w e l l  so u th  b e c a u s e  th e  
R ip o n s  h a d  ca rr ied  o u t  a  p re tty  th o r o u g h  
se a r c h  a s  fa r  a s  th e y  h a d  g o n e , b u t  
w h e n  w e  c a m e  to  th e  p o in t  w h e r e  I h a d  
c a lc u la te d  th a t  th e y  m u s t  h a v e  tu r n e d  
b a c k , w e  r ed o u b led  o u r  w a tc h fu ln e s s .

B u t  w e  s a w  n o  s ig n s  o f  o u r  tw o  m is s in g  
m a c h in e s , a n d  I d ec id e d  th a t  it  w a s  
t im e  fo r  u s  to  tu r n  b a c k . I w a s n 't  
g o in g  to  b e  c a u g h t  o u t  th r o u g h  r u n n in g  
sh o r t  o f  p etro l o n  th e  w a y  h o m e .

“  S c r u b b e r ,”  I c a lle d  o u t , l i f t in g  th e  
voice-p ipe* to  m y  m o u th , “  A b o u t  tu r n .  
T im e  to  g o  h o m e .”

“  W h a t ’s  th a t  d o w n  th e r e  ? ”  h e  
sh o u te d  b a ck .

I lo o k e d  a lo n g  h is  p o in t in g  a r m .  
A h e a d  o f u s  w a s  a  s m a ll  h e a d la n d  
s h e lte r in g  a  b a y  o n  th e  fa r  s id e . A s  w e  
r e a c h e d  it ,  I c o u ld  ju s t  m a k e  o u t  a  s m a ll  
s te a m e r  ly in g  a lo n g s id e  a  je t ty .

“ I t ’s  o n ly  a  tr a m p  s te a m e r  u n lo a d 
in g ,”  I rep lied .

“  W o u ld  y o u  l ik e  to  g o  a n d  h a v e  a  
lo o k  a t  i t  ? ”  a sk e d  th e  S cru b b er.

“ N o  t h a n k s ,”  I rep lied , “ I ’v e  s e e n  
sh ip s  b e fo r e . T h is  i s n ’t  S o u th a m p to n  
W a te r  a n d  t h e r e ’ll  b e  n o  lo v e lie s  to  
w a v e  a t  1 B e s id e s , i t ’s  h ig h  t im e  w e  
m a d e  fo r  h o m e , u n le s s  y o u  w a n t  a  
s w im .”

“ R ig h t o ,”  sa id  th e  S cru b b er, tu r n in g  
th e  m a c h in e  n o r th w a r d . “  H o m e  i t  i s . ”
“  A N Y  lu c k  ? ”  a sk e d  P u g g y  a s  w e

x A .  c lim b ed  u p  to  th e  b r id g e  to  m a k e  
o u r  rep o rts  o n  o u r  re tu rn  to  th e  s h ip .

“  N a ry  a  th in g . T o ta l b a g , o n e  tr a m p  
s te a m e r , a n d  s h e  d id n ’t  lo o k  v e r y  
e x c i t in g .”

“  W h e r e  d id  y o u  s e e  h er  ? ”  h e  a sk e d .  
“ S h e  w a s  a lo n g s id e  a  j e t t y  in  a  b ay  

ju s t  b e y o n d  H a fiz  P o in t , o r  R a s  e l  
H a fiz , o r  w h a te v e r  th e y  c a ll c a p e s  in  
th is  p art o f  th e  w o r ld . I t  w a s  h ig h  t im e  
w e  tu r n e d  fo r  h o m e — w e ’d b e e n  f ly in g  
o v e r  th e  h il ls  a  b it— so  w e  d id n ’t  g o  
b e y o n d  th e  p o in t . W h y  ? ”

“ O h, I ju s t  th o u g h t  th a t  s h e  m ig h t  
h a v e  h a d  s o m e  n e w s  o f  o u r  m is s in g  
m a c h in e s  i f  s h e ’s  b e e n  th e r e  so m e  
t im e . S h e  m ig h t  h a v e  s e e n  th e m  p a ss  
o v e r h e a d  a n d  n o t  c o m e  b a c k , o r  s o m e 
th in g  o f  th a t  s o r t .”

“  W e ll ,  I c a n  f ly  s tr a ig h t  th e r e  th is  
a fte r n o o n  in s te a d  o f  p la y in g  a b o u t  in  
th e  h il ls ,  i f  y o u  l ik e . T h a t ’ll g iv e  u s  
t im e  to  f ly  ro u n d  h e r  a n d  c a ll h er  up  
w ith  th e  A ld is  la m p .”

“ R ig h t o ,”  P u g g y  a g r e e d , “ I w is h  
y o u  w o u ld .”

CHAPTER VI 
The Secret Squadron

WE  t o o k -o f f  a f te r  lu n c h  to  r e lie v e  
th e  R ip o n s , a n d  th e  S cru b b er a n d  

I m a d e  s tr a ig h t  fo r  H a fiz  P o in t  a n d  o u r  
tra m p  s te a m e r . W e  s a w  h e r  a s  w e  
cr o sse d  t h e  h ig h  g r o u n d  ro u n d  th e  
p o in t . S h e  s e e m e d  to  be th e  u su a l ty p e  
o f  M ed iterra n ea n  ca rg o  b o a t , a n d  w a s  
ly in g  in  a  s m a ll  b a y , u n lo a d in g  a lo n g 
s id e  a  r o u g h ly -c o n s tr u c te d  je t ty .

T h e  S cru b b er  f le w  r o u n d  h er  fo r  a  
w h ile  a t  a  h e ig h t  o f  a b o u t th r e e  h u n d re d  
fe e t  w h ile  I tr ied  to  g e t  h er  to  a n sw e r  
m y  fla sh in g  la m p . S h e  w a s  u n lo a d in g  
la r g e  w o o d e n  c r a te s  in to  lo r r ie s  d raw n  
u p  a lo n g s id e , a n d  I w a s  r a th e r  su r p r ised  
th a t  s h e  d id n ’t  s e n d  a n  o fficer  u p  t o ’ th e  
b rid g e  to  re p ly  to  m y  s ig n a ls . S h e  w a s  
f ly in g  th e  R e d  E n s ig n , a n d  B r it ish  tra m p s  
a r e  fo r  th e  m o s t  p a r t, n o w a d a y s , s u p 
p lie d  w ith  la m p s  fo r  s ig n a ll in g  to  a ir 
c r a ft , a n d  th e ir  o fficers  a r e  u su a lly  
r a th e r  k e e n  to  h a v e  s o m e  p r a c t ic e .  
B u t , a lth o u g h  so m e  o f  h er  c r e w  w a v e d  
to  u s , w e  c o u ld  g e t  n o  o th e r  a n sw e r  o u t  
o f  h er , s o , a f te r  f ly in g  ro u n d  fo r  a b o u t  
fo r ty  m in u te s , th e  S cru b b er a n d  I d ecid ed  
i t  w a s  t im e  to  re tu rn  h o m e .

T h e  S cru b b er  tu r n e d  n o r th  a n d , a fte r  
c lim b in g  to  tw o  th o u s a n d  fe e t  to  g iv e
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h im s e lf  t im e  to  th in k  x  if  *"the e n g in e  
s ta r te d  m is b e h a v in g  it s e lf ,  s e t t le d  d o w n  
to  th e  ra th er  b o r in g  trip  b a c k  to  R a s  e l  
A r ish  to  p ick  u p  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  f lig h t  
a n d  ta k e  th e m  h o m e .

I b e n t d o w n  to  m y  c h a r t  to  c h e c k  o ff  
th e  d is ta n c e  b a ck  a n d , e v e n  a s  I d id  s o ,  
th in g s  s ta r ted  to  h a p p e n .

T acca , tacca, tacca  . . .
B u lle ts  z ip p ed  p a st  m y  h e a d , te a r in g  

g r e a t  fids o f  fa b r ic  o u t  o f  th e  w in g s .  
I w a s  so  su r p r ised  th a t  it  to o k  m e  a  
se c o n d  o r  tw o  to  r e a lis e  w h a t  w a s  h a p 
p e n in g , a n d  w h e n  I w o k e  u p  a n d  jerk ed  
r o u n d , I s a w  fo u r  o f  th e  w ic k e d e s t -  
lo o k in g  m o n o p la n e s  I h a v e  e v e r  s e e n .  
T h e y  w e r e  ju s t  a p p e a r in g  o u t  o f  th e  
a fte r n o o n  s u n , f ly in g  in  fo r m a tio n  a b o u t  
a  m ile  a w a y  a n d  a b o u t  a  th o u sa n d  fee t  
a b o v e  u s . C loser u p , a n o th e r  o f  th e  
s a m e  b reed , w h ic h  h a d  a p p a r e n tly  o u t 
str ip p ed  it s  fe l lo w s , w a s  tu r n in g  b e lo w  
u s  a f te r  d e liv e r in g  it s  v ic io u s  a tta c k .

S o  fa r  a s  w e  k n e w , t h e  o n ly  a ir cra ft  
w ith in  a  th o u s a n d  m ile s  o f  u s  w e r e  
B r it is h , a n d  th e y  o u g h t  to  h a v e  r e c o g 
n ise d  u s  w ith  o u r  ta ils  a n d  ta r g e ts  a n d  
th e  ‘ ‘ T e n a c io u s  ’ ’ g r e e n  b a n d  r o u n d  o u r  
fu s e la g e . A n y w a y , B r it ish  o r  n o t , th e se  
c u s to m e r s  e v id e n tly  d id n ’t  l ik e  u s , a n d  
I ju m p e d  to  m y  g u n  a n d  ja m m e d  a  
d ru m  o f  a m m u n it io n  o n  to  th e  sp in d le  
a s  t h e y  p u t th e ir  n o se s  d o w n  a n d  sw o o p e d  
d o w n  to  c o m p le te  th e  w o r k  th e ir  co m ra d e  
h a d  s ta r te d .

I d r e w  a  b ea d  o n  th e  le a d in g  m a c h in e  
a s  h e  d iv ed  a t  u s , b u t  th e  S cru b b er, 
b le ss  h im , h a d  s e e n  th e  o n ly  w a y  o u t  
o f  th e  s itu a t io n . L eft to  h im s e lf ,  I 
h a v e  n o  d o u b t th a t  th e  r o m a n t ic  y o u n g  
fo o l  w o u ld  h a v e  ta k e n  o n  a l l  f iv e  o f  
th e  e n e m y  s in g le -h a n d e d , b u t, h a v in g  
s o m e o n e  e lse  to  lo o k  o u t  fo r , h e  d ec id ed  
th a t  d is c r e tio n  w a s  th e  b e tte r  p a rt o f  
v a lo u r . P u t t in g  h is  n o se  d o w n , h e  d iv ed  
to  w ith in  a b o u t s ix  fe e t  o f  th e  su r fa c e  
o f  th e  w a te r  a n d  s ta r te d  to  s tr e a k  n o r th 
w a rd , tw is t in g  a n d  tu r n in g  lik e  a  sn ip e  
to  a v o id  b e c o m in g  a  ta r g e t  fo r  b o m b s.

S e e in g  th a t  th e y  c o u ld  n o t  a t ta c k  u s , 
a n d  p ro b a b ly  th in k in g  th a t  th e y  w e r e  
b e in g  led  in to  a  tra p , th e  m o n o p la n e s  
a b a n d o n e d  th e  c h a s e  a n d  I w a tc h e d  
th e m  c u r io u s ly  a s  th e y  c irc le d  r o u n d

o v e r  th e  b a y  w h e r e  w e  h a d  ju s t  le f t  th e  
ca r g o  b o a t, a n d  th e n  h ea d ed  in la n d . I 
w o n d e r e d  i f  B la k e n e y  a n d  W o r r a ll h a d  
g o t  a s  far so u th  a s  th a t  b a y . I f  th e y  
h a d , th e r e  w a s  p le n ty  o f  r e a so n  w h y  
t h e y  h a d  fa iled  to  c o m e  b a ck .

WE  fo u n d  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  f lig h t  
w a it in g  fo r  u s  a t  e l  A r ish , a n d  th e  

lo o k  o n  P u g g y  L a w r e n c e ’s  fa c e  a s  h e  
sp o tte d  o u r  b u lle t-r id d le d  w in g s  w a s  
w o r th  s e e in g . B u t  th e r e  w a s  n o  t im e  to  
lo s e , so  w e  w a v e d  to  h im  a n d  h ea d ed  
fo r  th e  sh ip .

A s  so o n  a s  w e  h a d  a rr iv ed  o n  b o a rd , 
w e  ru sh e d  up  to  th e  C ap ta in  to  te l l  h im  
o u r  s to r y .

“  W h e r e  d id  y o u  s ig h t  th a t  s te a m e r  ? ”  
h e  a sk e d .

“ In  a  b a y  ju s t  b e y o n d  H a fiz  P o in t .  
Y o u  c a n  h a rd ly  se e  it  o n  o u r  f ly in g  c h a r t, 
b u t  th e  n a v ig a to r ’s  la r g e -s c a le  ch a r t w il l  
p ro b a b ly  g iv e  it , s ir . T h e r e ’s  a  p ier  in  
th e  m id d le  o f  it  fo r  u n lo a d in g  c a r g o .”

W e  w e n t  in to  th e  c h a r t-h o u se  a n d  th e  
P ilo t  g o t  o u t  h is  la r g e -sc a le  c h a r t.

“  H a v e  y o u  g o t  i t  c o rr ec ted  u p  to  
d a te , P i lo t  ? ”  a sk e d  th e  S k ip p er , “  B e 
c a u s e  I d o n ’t  se e  a n y  p ier  m a r k e d .”  

“ Y e s , s ir . R ig h t  u p  to  th e  la s t  
N o tic e  to  M a rin ers. A n d  a s  i t ’s  B r it ish  
te r r ito r y , w h o e v e r  b u ilt  th a t  p ier  m u s t  
h a v e  g iv e n  n o t ic e  to  th e  a u th o r it ie s  
b e fo r e  h e  s ta r ted  b u ild in g , so  th a t  it  
c o u ld  b e s h o w n  o n  t h e  c h a r t s .”

“  T h a t ’s  a ll  r ig h t  if  i t  w as b u ilt  b y  
t h e  B r i t is h ,”  sa id  th e  S k ip p er . “  W h a t  
so r t  o f  p ier  w a s  i t  e x a c t ly  ? ”  h e  a s k e d ,  
tu r n in g  to  u s .

1 ‘ N o w  I c o m e  to  th in k  o f  it ,  s ir , i t  
w a s  a  p r e tty  r o u g h  o n e . W e  fle w  fa ir ly  
lo w  o n c e  o r  tw ic e ,  a n d  i t  lo o k e d  to  m e  
a t  t im e s  a s  if  it  w a s  s w a y in g  u n d e r  
t h o s e  lo r r ie s . I t  w a s  m o r e  lik e  a  w o o d e n  
j e t t y  th a n  a  p rop er p ie r .”

“  L a rg e  w o o d e n  c r a te s  th e y  w e r e  
u n lo a d in g , d id  y o u  s a y  ? ”  ch ip p ed  in  
W in g s .  “  E v er  s e e n  a n  a e r o p la n e  b e in g  
tr a n sp o r te d  b y  s e a  ? D id  th e y  lo o k  
a n y th in g  lik e  th a t  ? ”

“  D a m n  1 ”  sa id  th e  S k ip p er . “  W h y  
d id n ’t  w e  th in k  o f  th a t  b e fo re  ? T h e  
w h o le  t h in g ’s  a s  p la in  a s  a  p ik e s ta ff  1 
D o n ’t y o u  s e e  ? W e  k n e w  th e s e  tr o u b le s  
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w e r e  b e in g  h e lp e d  fr o m  o u ts id e , b u t w e  
n e v e r  th o u g h t  th a t  a n y o n e  w o u ld  h e lp  
th e m  b y  le n d in g  a ir c r a ft  1 B u t  w h a t  
c o u ld  b e e a s ie r  th a n  to  la n d  a ir c r a ft  
fr o m  a  sh ip  a t  a  d eserted  p a rt o f  th e  
c o a s t , a n d  a s se m b le  th e m  a sh o r e  ? T h e y  
k n e w  th a t  t h e  R .A .F . w o u ld  b e  fu lly  
e m p lo y e d  in  h e lp in g  th e  A r m y  in la n d  
a n d  th a t  th e  tr o u b le s  e lse w h e r e  w o u ld  
p r e v e n t th e  R .A .F . s e n d in g  r e in fo r c e 
m e n ts  in  th e  u su a l w a y . I su p p o se  
th e y  fo r g o t a b o u t  u s . W e ll,  t h e y ’re  
g o in g  to  fin d  o u t  th e ir  m is t a k e .”

‘ ‘ T h a t ’s  r ig h t , s ir  1 T h e  o n e  t h in g  
th e s e  tr ib e sm e n  n e e d  to  p u t h e a r t  in to  
th e m  is  a  fe w  a ir c r a ft . I su p p o se  t h e y ’v e  
b e e n  a s se m b lin g  th e m  a sh o r e  a n d  w a it in g  
t i l l  th e y  w e r e  a l l  re a d y  b e fo re  th e y  to o k  
th e  fie ld . P o o r  B la k e n e y  a n d  W o r r a ll  
m u st  h a v e  s ig h te d  th a t  s te a m e r , g o n e  
d o w n  to  in v e s t ig a te  a n d  b e e n  s h o t  d o w n  
fo r  th e ir  c u r io s i ty .”

‘ ‘ I t ’s  n o  u s e  c r y in g  o v e r  W o r r a ll  
a n d  B la k e n e y , ’ ’ sa id  th e  S k ip p er . ‘ ‘ W h a t  
w e ’v e  g o t  to  d o  n o w  is  to  s to p  th is  n o n 
se n se  b efo re  it  g o e s  a n y  fa r th er . M es
se n g e r , te l l  th e  C o m m a n d er  a n d  th e  
M ajor o f  M a r in es  I w a n t  th e m . T h o se  
ch a p s  h a v e  o b v io u s ly  s e t  u p  s o m e  s o r t  
o f  a e ro d ro m e a s h o r e  a n d  w e ’l l  h a v e  to  
se n d  a  la n d in g  p a r ty  to  d e s tr o y  i t . ”

‘ ‘ W e  c a n  d o  th a t ,  s ir  1 ”  o ffere d  
W in g s .

“  Y e s , I k n o w  y o u  c a n , W in g  C o m 
m a n d e r , b u t w e ’v e  g o t  to  sen d  s o m e o n e  
a sh o r e  to  m o p  u p  th e  r e m a in s  a f te r  
y o u ’v e  fin ish e d . W h a t  I ’m  p ro p o s in g  
to  do is  r e c a ll a l l  th e  flig h ts  fro m  p a tr o l  
a n d  se n d  th e  b o m b e r s  o ff  to  d e s tr o y  th e  
sh ip  w h ile  th e  f ig h te r s  d ea l w ith  th e  
a e r o p la n e s . T h e n  I ’ll  la n d  th e  M a r in es  
a t  n ig h t  to  f in is h  o ff  th e  g o o d  w o r k .  
T h e r e ’s  n o th in g  l ik e  d o in g  a  jo b  w e ll .  
C h ief Y e o m a n , s e n d  o ff  a  s ig n a l r e c a ll in g  
a ll  f lig h ts  1 ”

CHAPTER VH 
Flight of Vengeance

GR A D U A L L Y , th e  p a tro l f lig h ts  fo u n d  
th e ir  w a y  b a c k  to  th e  sh ip , a n d  th e  

“ T e n a c i o u s ”  tu r n e d  a n g r ily  fr o m  h e r  
c o u r se  to  la n d  th e m  o n  a s  sh e  ru sh e d

so u th w a r d  o n  h e r  m is s io n  o f  v e n g e a n c e .  
A s  so o n  a s  a l l  th e  m a c h in e s  w e r e  o n  
b o a rd  a n d  s to w e d , th e  lif ts  s ta r te d  b r in g in g  
th e m  u p  fr o m  th e  h a n g a r s  a g a in , a n d  
th e y  w e r e  r a n g e d  o n  d e c k  w h ile  th e  
a r m o u r e r s  fitted  th e  b o m b s a n d  th e  r ig 
g e r s  a n d  f itte r s  g a v e  la s t  m in u te  to u c h e s  
to  th e  m a c h in e s .

W h ile  th e  e n g in e s  w e r e  b e in g  ru n  u p , 
th e  p ilo ts  a n d  o b se r v e r s  g a th e r e d  in  th e  
O b se r v e r s ’ O ffice to  r e c e iv e  th e ir  in s tr u c 
t io n s  fr o m  t h e  W in g  C o m m a n d er . A s  
s o o n  a s  h e  h a d  f in ish e d  g iv in g  d e ta iled  
o rd ers  a s  to  th e  o b je c t iv e s  a n d  th e  
t im in g  o f  th e  c o m in g  a t ta c k s , h e  m a d e  
w a y  fo r  th e  S e n io r  O b serv er , w h o  
d escr ib e d  th e  m o v e m e n ts  th e  ca rr ier  
w o u ld  m a k e  w h ile  th e  a ir c r a ft  w e r e  
a w a y .

W h e n  h e  h a d  f in ish e d , th e  C ap ta in , 
w h o  h a d  b e e n  s ta n d in g  l is te n in g , c le a r e d  
h is  th r o a t.

“ Y o u  a l l  k n o w  w h a t  y o u ’v e  g o t  to  
do ? ”  h e  sa id .

“ Y e s , s i r ,”  a n sw e r e d  a  c h o r u s  o f  
v o ic e s .

“  W e ll, g o  a n d  do i t , ”  h e  f in ish e d  
a n d , tu r n in g  o n  h is  h e e l , h e  w a lk e d  o u t  
o f th e  r o o m  a n d  u p  to  th e  b r id g e  to  g e t  
o n  w ith  h is  p art o f  it .

I t  w a s n ’t  m u c h  o f  a  sp e e c h , b u t it  
h a d  m o r e  e f fe c t  th a n  a n y  h e r o ic s  w o u ld  
h a v e  d o n e . I t  w a s  a  d e te r m in e d  b o d y  
o f  m e n  th a t  m a d e  th e ir  w a y  o u t  to  th e ir  
a e r o p la n e s .

T h e  “  T e n a c io u s  ”  tu rn ed  in to  w in d  
a n d , w ith  a  ro a r , th e  first m a c h in e  o p en ed  
u p  h er  e n g in e  a n d  to o k  th e  a ir , fo llo w e d  
b y  th e  r e m a in d e r  a s  q u ic k ly  a s  th e  f lig h t  
d eck  p a rty  c o u ld  w h e e l th e m  o n  to  th e  
c e n tr e  lin e .

T h e  S cru b b er  a n d  I to o k  o u r  p la c e s  in  
P u g g y  L a w r e n c e ’s  fo r m a tio n  a s  h e  
h e a d e d  fo r  th e  b a y . T h ere  w a s  n o  n e e d  
fo r  u s  to  le a d  n o w  ; ev e r y b o d y  k n e w  
e x a c t ly  w h e r e  h e  h a d  to  g o . G r im ly , w e  
f le w  d o w n  th a t  b a re  a n d  r o c k y  c o a s t ,  
p la c in g  o u r  a m m u n it io n  d r u m s h a n d y  
a n d  te s t in g  o u r  g u n s  a s  w e  w e n t .  H a fiz  
P o in t  h o v e  in  s ig h t , a n d  w e  b r e a th e d  a  
s ig h  o f  r e l ie f  w h e n  w e  s a w  a  f lig h t  o f  
m o n o p la n e s  c ir c lin g  o v e r  th e  h il ls  a h e a d  
o f u s . I th in k  o u r  o n ly  fea r  h a d  b een  
th a t  th e  e n e m y  w o u ld  be h id in g  in  th e ir  

149



AIR STORIES
la ir  in  th e  h ills ,  o r  w h e r e v e r  it  w a s , a n d  
w o u ld  n o t  c o m e  o u t  to  a c c e p t  o u r  c h a l
le n g e .

P u g g y  w a v e d  to  h is  f lig h t  a n d , p u llin g  
u p  th e  n o se  o f  h is  m a c h in e , c lim b ed  
s te a d ily , a ll  th e  w h ile  c ir c lin g  w e ll o u t  
to  s e a  in  ord er  to  g e t  s o u th  o f  th e  e n e m y  
a n d  c o m e  a t h im  o u t  o f  th e  a fte r n o o n  
s u n . A w a y  to  se a w a r d  o f  u s  w e r e  th e  
b o m b e rs , w a it in g  fo r  u s  to  d ea l w ith  th e  
e n e m y  fig h te r s  a n d  so  le a v e  th e  w a y  c lea r  
fo r  th e m  to  b o m b  th e  s te a m e r  a n d  th e n  
g o  o n  to  lo c a te  a n d  d e s tr o y  th e  a ero d ro m e .

A s  so o n  a s  h e  h a d  r e a c h e d  h is  d esired  
p o s it io n , P u g g y  w a v e d  h is  h a n d  a n d , 
w ith  e n g in e s  s c r e a m in g , w e  fo llo w e d  
h im  d o w n  in to  th e  f ig h t .

WH A T E V E R  m a y  h a v e  b een  h is  
sh o r tc o m in g s  a s  a  d e c k -la n d in g  

p ilo t , th e  S cru b b er  w a s  a ll  th e r e  w h e n  
i t  c a m e  to  a  sc r a p , a n d  th e  w a y  h e  
b a n k e d  ro u n d  in  a  c l im b in g  tu r n  so  a s  
to  g iv e  m e  a  c h a n c e  e v e r y  t im e  h e  c a m e  
o u t  o f  a  d iv e  w a s  m a s te r ly . T h o se  
m o n o p la n e s  g o t  th e  s h o c k  o f  th e ir  liv e s  
w h e n  w e  c a m e  d iv in g  a t  th e m  o u t  o f  th e  
s u n , b u t th e y  sh o w e d  n o  la c k  o f  sk ill  
a n d  c o u r a g e  w h e n  t h e y  w o k e  u p  to  
th e ir  d a n g er . T im e  a n d  a g a in  w e  d ived  
o n  th e m  a n d  s a w  th e ir  p ilo ts  flic k  th e ir  
m a c h in e s  o v e r  a t  th e  la s t  m in u te , d o d g 
in g  d e a th  b y  in c h e s . G la n c in g  r o u n d , I 
c o u ld  s e e  th e  N im ro d s  h a m m e r in g  a w a y ,  
a n d  I g a v e  a  c h e e r  a s  I s a w  o n e  o f  th e  
e n e m y  c r u m p le  u p  a n d  fa ll  to  it s  d o o m  
u n d e r  P u g g y ’s  m e r c ile s s  a t ta c k .

B y  th is  t im e , a ll fo r m a t io n  h a d  b een  
lo s t , a n d  th e  S cru b b er a n d  I w e r e  c h a s in g  
an  e n e m y  w h o  w a s  m a k in g  o ff in la n d .  
C lim b in g  a n d  tw is t in g , th e  S cru b b er  
d iv ed  o n  th e  m o n o p la n e  a g a in  a n d  
a g a in , a n d  I fo r g a v e  h im  a ll h is  “  w e t 
n e s s  ”  a s  a  s k i lfu l tu r n  o f  h is  g a v e  m e  
th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  p u t a  b u rst o f  b u lle ts  
s tr a ig h t  in to  th e  e n e m y ’s  c o c k p it . T h e  
b u lle ts  fo u n d  th e ir  m a r k  for , b e fo re  I 
h a d  ta k e n  m y  fin g er  o f f  th e  tr ig g e r , I 
s a w  th e  p ilo t  fa ll fo rw a rd  o v e r  h is  c o n tr o ls  
a n d  th e  m a c h in e  g r a d u a lly  tu rn  o v e r  on  
o n e  w in g  a n d  s lip  in to  a  sp in .

W e  tu r n e d  ro u n d  to  lo o k  for th e  o th er  
m o n o p la n e s  a n d  sa w  th a t  th e y  h a d  b een  
d e a lt  w ith  fa ith fu lly  b y  th e  N im ro d s.

O f th e  f iv e  m a c h in e s  w e  h a d  s ig h te d ,  
o n ly  o n e  n o w  r e m a in e d  in  th e  a ir , a n d  
w e  c o u ld  s e e  th e  b u r n in g  r e m a in s  o f  
t h e  o th e r s  sm o k in g  o n  th e  h ills id e s .

“  W h a t  do y o u  w a n t  to  d o  n e x t ,  
S cru b b er  ? ”  I c a lle d  d o w n  th e  v o ic e - ,  
p ip e .

“  W h a t ’s  th a t  o n  th e  b e a c h  ? ”  h e  
c a lle d  b a c k , “ I ’m  g o in g  d o w n  to  h a v e  a  
lo o k  a t  i t . ”

W ith  a  je r k  th a t  n e a r ly  th r e w  m e  o ff  
m y  fe e t , h e  tw is te d  th e  m a c h in e  ro u n d  
a n d  d iv e d  d o w n  to w a r d s  th e  in s h o r e  
e n d  o f  th e  j e t ty .  L o o k in g  d o w n  a t  th e  
s p o t  a t  w h ic h  w e  w e r e  d iv in g , I s a w  a 
k h a k i-c la d  f ig u r e  r u n n in g  a n d , a s  I 
w a tc h e d , I s a w  b u lle ts  s ta r t  to  s c a t te r  
t h e  sa n d  a t  th e  fe e t  o f  th e  r u n n in g  m a n  
fr o m  a  m a c h in e -g u n  p la c e d  a t  th e  en d  
o f  th e  p ier .

T h e  S cru b b er d iv e d  d o w n  to  w ith in  
a  fe w  fe e t  o f  th e  g r o u n d . W e  r e c o g n ise d  
t h e  r u n n in g  m a n  s im u lta n e o u s ly .

"  M y G od l ”  c r ied  th e  S cru b b er . 
“ I t ’s  B la k e n e y  ! H e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  
s h o t  d o w n  o v e r  th e  la n d  a n d  ta k e n  
p r is o n e r .”

“ W e ll,  h e  w o n ’t  b e  a  p r iso n er  fo r  
l o n g ,”  I sh o u te d  b a c k , “  th a t  m a c h in e -  
g u n ’s  g o in g  to  g e t  h im  in  a  m in u te  ! ”

“  N o , i t ’s  n o t  1 ”  sh o u te d  th e  S cru b b er. 
“ H e ’s  m a k in g  fo r  th o s e  r o c k s , a n d  i f  h e  
g e t s  th e r e  h e ’ll b e a ll  r ig h t .”

“  T h e  h e ll  h e  w il l  I ”  I r ep lied . “  N o t  
u n le s s  h e  m a n a g e s  to  k e e p  o u t  o f  th e  
w a y  u n ti l  o u r  le a th e r -n e c k s  la n d  t o 
n ig h t  I ”

“  Y e s , h e  w i l l ,”  s h o u te d  th e  S cru b b er. 
“ S ta n d  b y  w ith  y o u r  g u n . I ’m  g o in g  
to  d iv e  o n  th a t  m a c h in e - g u n .”

W e  ru sh e d  s c r e a m in g  d o w n  to  th e  
a t ta c k  a n d , a s  th e  S cru b b er  b a n k e d  to  
g iv e  m e  a  sh o t , I s a w  th a t  h is  o w n  b u r st  
h a d  d o n e  g o o d  w o r k . T w o  o f  th e  g u n ’s  
c r e w  la y  w r ith in g  o n  th e  g r o u n d . T h e  
r e m a in d e r  p ick ed  u p  th e ir  g u n  a n d  ra n  
fo r  th e  sh e lte r  o f  th e  r o c k s , c h a se d  b y  
b u r s ts  o f  fire fr o m  th e  S cru b b er a n d  
m y s e lf .

“ S c r u b b e r ,”  I  c a lle d  o u t , “ d iv e  o n  
t h e  b lig h te r s  a n d  I ’ll  s e e  i f  I  ca n  h i t  
th e ir  ro c k  w ith  a  b o m b .”

T h e  S cru b b er c l im b e d  v e r t ic a lly  a n d  
t h e n  c ir c le d  ro u n d  so  a s  to  g iv e  h im s e lf  

150



“  D’a ” FOR DAVID
r o o m  to  ta k e  a im  w ith  h is  m a c h in e .  
P u tt in g  h e r  n o s e  d o w n , h e  d iv ed  s tr a ig h t  
a t  th e  r o c k , a n d  I r e le a se d  th e  b o m b  
fr o m  a b o u t f if ty  fe e t  a s  h e  p u lle d  o u t  o f  
h is  d iv e . A g a in  a n d  a g a in  w e  ca rr ied  
o u t  th e  m a n o e u v r e , b u t th e  e n e m y  w e r e  
to o  w e ll  s h e lte r e d  b e h in d  th e ir  r o c k  
a n d  w e r e  s t i l l  u n to u c h e d  w h e n  m y  la s t  
b o m b  h a d  e x p lo d e d .

WE  c ir c le d  ro u n d  to  s e e  w h a t  e lse  
w e  c o u ld  d o . T h e r e  w a s  to o  m u c h  

d ea d  g r o u n d  r o u n d  th e  e n e m y  g u n  fo r  
o u r  fire to  h a v e  a n y  e ffe c t , a n d  t h e y  h a d  
o n ly  to  w a it  u n t i l  w e  h a d  g o n e  to  s h o o t  
d o w n  p o o r  B la k e n e y  a t  th e ir  le isu r e .

“  L o o k  a t  th e  sh ip  1 ”  s u d d e n ly  
sh o u te d  th e  S cru b b er .

I lo o k e d  r o u n d  a n d , to  m y  h o rro r , s a w  
a  b o d y  o f  a r m e d  m e n  r u s h in g  d o w n  th e  
g a n g w a y  o n  to  t h e  j e t t y .  A t  t h e  s a m e  
t im e , a  g u n ’s  c r e w  w e r e  u n c o v e r in g  a  
n e s t  o f  m a c h in e -g u n s  o n  th e  f o ’c ’s le  
w ith  w h ic h  to  c o v e r  th e ir  la n d in g  p a r ty  
u n ti l  i t  h a d  r e a c h e d  th e  s h e lte r  o f  th e  
r o c k s .

T h e  S cru b b er tu r n e d  s te e p ly .
“ I ’m  g o in g  to  la n d  o n  th e  b e a c h ,”  

h e  cr ied  o u t , ‘ ‘ C h u ck  y o u r  g u n  o v e r  th e  
s id e  to  l ig h te n  u s .  W e  m a y  b e  a b le  to  
ta k e -o f f  w ith  B la k e n e y . H e ’s  o n ly  a  
l i t t le  ’u n .”

I m a n a g e d  to  u n sh ip  m y  g u n  b e fo r e  
w e  g o t  o v e r  t h e  b e a c h , a n d  je t t is o n e d  it  
in to  th e  s e a . T h e  S cru b b er  h e a v e d  th e  
m a c h in e  ro u n d  a n d , m a k in g  a  p e r fe c t  
c r o s s -w in d  la n d in g  o n  t h e  n a r r o w  s tr ip  
o f  h a rd  sa n d  b e tw e e n  t h e  s e a  a n d  th e  
r o c k s , ta x ie d  u p  to  th e  p o in t  w h e r e  w e  
h a d  s e e n  B la k e n e y  d isa p p ea r .

W e  s a w  o u r  m a n  c o m e  le a p in g  o v e r  
th e  r o c k s  to w a r d s  u s ,  a n d  a s  h e  c lim b e d  
in to  th e  m a c h in e ,  a  h a il  o f  b u lle ts  
r e a c h e d  u s  b o th  fr o m  th e  la n d in g  p a r ty  
w h ic h  w a s  n o w  a d v a n c in g  a lo n g  t h e  
b e a c h  a n d  fr o m  t h e  m a c h in e -g u n  w h ic h  
h a d  n o w  c o m e  in to  a c t io n  a g a in . T h e  
S cru b b er  o p e n e d  u p  h is  e n g in e  a n d  w e  
s ta g g e r e d  d r u n k e n ly  in to  th e  a ir , f o l 
lo w e d  b y  r o u n d  a f te r  ro u n d  o f  f ly in g  
le a d .

I s to o d  u p  a n d  lo o k e d  in to  th e  S c r u b 
b e r ’s  c o c k p it . H e  h a d  o b v io u s ly  b e e n  
h it .  I  c o u ld  s e e  t h e  h o le  m a d e  b y  a

b u lle t  th a t  h a d  p a sse d  th r o u g h  o n e  o f  
th e  b r a c e s  o f  h is  p a r a c h u te  h a r n e ss .  
A n  o m in o u s  red  s ta in  w a s  sp r ea d in g  
u n d e r  h is  s h ir t . T h e  s o o n e r  w e  g o t  
b a c k  to  th e  “  T e n a c io u s  ”  th e  b e tte r . I 
c o u ld  o n ly  ju s t  m o v e  in  m y  c o c k p it , 
b u t I m a n a g e d  to  g e t  o u t  m y  B ig sw o r th  
b o a rd  a n d , m a k in g  B la k e n e y  h o ld  it  
w h ile  I w o r k e d , I p lo tted  o u t  a  c o u r se  to  
in te r c e p t  th e  ca rr ier .

A ll th e  f ir in g  w e  h a d  d o n e , to g e th e r  
w ith  th e  je t t is o n in g  o f  m y  m a c h in e -  
g u n , h a d  p la y e d  th e  v e r y  d e v il w ith  o u r  
c o m p a sse s , b u t  I s te a d ie d  th e  S cru b b er  
o n  th e  b e s t  c o u r se  I c o u ld  a n d  th e n  
tu r n e d  to  B la k e n e y . H e  h a d  b e e n  s h o t  
d o w n  o n  t h e  p r e v io u s  d a y , h e  to ld  m e ,  
a fte r  h e  h a d  f lo w n  ro u n d  th e  s te a m e r ,  
a n d  h a d  b e e n  k e p t a  p r iso n er  o n  b oard  
h e r  u n til ,  in  th e  e x c ite m e n t  c a u se d  b y  
th e  a ir  f ig h t in g , h e  h a d  m a n a g e d  to  
ju m p  o v e r  th e  s id e  a n d  s w im  to  th e  
sh o r e . H e  h a d  s e e n  W o r r a ll b r o u g h t  
d o w n  in  th e  s e a  w h e n  h e , to o , h a d  
sh o w n  c u r io s ity  a b o u t  th e  ca r g o  b o a t, 
a n d  h e  h a d  h a d  to  w a tc h  w h ile  th e  m o n o 
p la n e s  b o m b e d  th e  w r e c k a g e  so  th a t  i t  
w o u ld  le a v e  n o  tr a c e s .

BY  th e  t im e  B la k e n e y  h a d  f in ish e d  h is  
s to r y , th e  “  T e n a c io u s  ”  h o v e  in  

s ig h t , a n d  I  s to o d  u p  a n d  le a n e d  o v e r  
t h e  S cru b b er . I c o u ld  s e e  a t  o n c e  th a t  
t h e  la d  w a s  a lm o s t  a t  th e  e n d  o f  h is  
te th e r .

“  K e ep  i t  u p , S cru b b er ! ”  I sh o u te d  
t o  c h e e r  h im  o n . “ N o  ‘ D ’s ’ th is  
t im e , r e m e m b e r  ! ”

T h e  S cru b b er  tu r n e d  w e ll a s te r n  -o f  
th e  sh ip  a n d  f le w  to w a r d s  h e r , g r a d u a lly  
lo s in g  h e ig h t .  I  w a s  a fr a id  th a t  h e  w a s  
g o in g  to  b e  to o  lo w , a n d  th a t  h e  w o u ld  
h it  th e  s te r n  o f  th e  f lig h t d e c k , b u t  a t  th e  
la s t  m o m e n t  h e  r e a lise d  w h a t  h e  w a s  
d o in g . O p e n in g  u p  h is  e n g in e , h e  
p u lle d  th e  n o s e  o f  h is  m a c h in e  u p  in  
th e  a ir , c lo se d  th e  th r o tt le  a n d  b o u n c e d  
h ig h  in  th e  a ir  o v e r  th e  en d  o f  th e  d e c k , 
c o m in g  d o w n  a g a in  a m id sh ip s .

A s  so o n  a s  w e  h a d  c o m e  to  r e s t , I  
ju m p e d  o u t  o n  to  t h e  lo w e r  w in g  a n d  
le a n e d  o v e r  h im .

“  H o w ’s  t h a t  ? ”  a sk e d  th e  S cru b b er



AIR STORIES
w e a k ly , a n d  I co u ld  s e e  th a t  i t  w a s  n e a r ly  
t h e  en d .

“  F in e  I ”  I sa id . A n d  th e n  I r e m e m 
b ered  th e  S c r u b b e r ’s  g r e a t  a m b it io n .  
“  T h a t  w a s  g r e a t , D a v id . N e v e r  s e e n  a  
b e tte r  d eck  la n d in g  in  m y  life  ! ”

D a v id  P a tr ic k  A n d r e w  S t. G eorge  
P a r k e r  sm ile d  a s  h e  c lo se d  h is  e y e s  fo r

th e  la s t  t im e .
I c lim b ed  g in g e r ly  o u t  o f  the machine 

o n  to  th e  d e c k . I h a d  to  c lim b  out care
fu l ly  b e c a u se  th e  n o se  o f  th e  Osprey 
w a s  s t ic k in g  o v e r  th e  f o r ’rard  end of 
th e  f lig h t  d eck , a n d  I w a s  a fra id  that the 
m a c h in e  w o u ld  o v e r b a la n c e  o n  to the 
f o ’c ’s le , th ir ty  fe e t  b e lo w .

....................................................................................................... ..... mi....... .... mi......
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VICKERS VANGUARD (V. Townley, East 
Cosham, Hants). The Vanguard was built in two 
forms, a commercial version carrying 20 passengers, 
and a military version for use as a heavy bomber. 
The military version was fitted with two Rolls- 
Royce Condors, giving it a top speed of 115 m.p.h. 
Climb to 5,000 feet took ten minutes. 
ALBATROSS (H. Davison, Bridlington, E. 
Yorks.). The De Havilland Albatross transconti
nental air-liner, a fleet of which has been ordered 
by Imperial Airways for their European services, 
is 71 feet 6 inches long, 19 feet 6 inches high, and 
its single wing spans 105 feet.
AVRO M ANCHESTER (J. Varey, Blackburn, 
Lancs.). Two versions of the Avro Manchester 
night-bomber were produced in 1917-18, the 
Marks 1 and 2. Dimensions common to both were 
a span of 60 feet and a length of 37 feet. The 
Mark 1 was driven by two 320 h.p. A.B.C. Dragonfly 
engines, giving it a maximum speed of 128 m.p.h. ; 
while the Mark 2, with two 300 h.p. Pumas, did 
125 m.p.h., but carried a greater bomb load. 
PARNALL PLOVER (C. G. Stacey, London, 
S.E.5). No, the Plover was not a Great War type ; 
it first appeared in 1923. We have no record of a 
Fairey F.2 ; are you not confusing it with the 
War-time F.2a flying boat ? And please note that 
a stamped addressed envelope must accompany all 
enquiries to this Department. 
S IEM EN S-STEFFEN  (F. E. Trayner, London, 
E.7). The Siemens-Steffen R .i was a double
fuselage bomber built for the German Air Service 
in 1918. It had a wing span of over 130 feet, and 
was a twin-engined tractor type with airscrews 
mounted some distance from the engines and driven 
through shafting. The lower fuselage carried the 
pilot, bomber officer, rear gunner and bomb load, 
while the upper fuselage carried a small gun-pit 
well forward and mounted two guns.
GULL-W ING FIG H TER  (N. Nugent, Clacton- 
on-Sea). The gull-winged Bristol single-seater 
fighter was the Type 133, produced in 1934. It 
was a low-wing cantilever monoplane of all-metal 
construction, with a retractile undercarriage and a 
supercharged Mercury engine. Only one, experi
mental model was ever built.
BR ISTO L SCOUT (S. B. Baron, Stony Strat
ford, Bucks.). The Bristol Scout was a single- 
seater biplane built in 1914 and used until late in 
the following year. It was fitted with an 85 h.p. 
Le Rhone and could do about 100 m.p.h., all out.

AN ALVIS A ERO -EN G IN E (I. J. Rutherford, 
Ontario, Canada). (1) Yes, there is under develop
ment an Alvis aero-engine rated at 1,650 h.p. It 
is an 18-cylinder two-row air-cooled radial called 
the Alcides, weighs 1,645 lb. dry, and has a bore 
and stroke of 146 and 180 mm. respectively. 
(2) The fastest heavy bomber in use by the R.A.F. 
to-day is probably the Armstrong-Whitworth 
Whitley III, which does 215 m.p.h. The fastest 
medium-bomber is the Bristol Blenheim, which 
does 279 m.p.h. at 15,000 feet.
B IG  MONEY (J. K. Arthur, Esher, Surrey). 
Approximate cost of one of the new Armstrong- 
Whitworth Ensign air-liners ordered by Imperial 
Airways is £52,000. A Short Empire-class flying- 
boat would set you back about £38,000. W e’ve 
no idea what a Handley Page Harrow costs— 
despite the fact that, as taxpayers, we’re helping 
to pay for them 1
SOPW ITH SCHNEIDER (K. Gowland, Woking, 
Surrey). The original Sopwith Schneider with a 
100 h.p. Gnome engine was designed for the 1914 
Schneider Trophy Race which it won for Great 
Britain at an average speed of 86.6 m.p.h. On the 
outbreak of the War, a number of machines of 
the same type were built and used by the R.N.A.S. 
as single-seater scout seaplanes.
W ING FLU TTER (R. F. Smith, Finedon, North- 
ants.). I f  you want to know exactly what wing 
flutter is, it is “ an oscillation of the main planes, 
due to the interaction of aerodynamic and elastic 
forces upon the inertia of the structure.” And 
now, if you’d like a definition you can understand, 
it may be described, roughly, as the violent vibration 
which is occasionally set up in the wings of an 
aircraft travelling at very high speed, owing to 
some structural or design defect. All clear ? 
SHO RT EM PIRE (G. E. Chandler, Abingdon, 
Berks.). The Short Empire-type flying boat has 
a span of 114 feet, a length of 88 feet, and is 
31 feet 10 inches high. It should make a fine 
model, and we wish you every success.
D.H. DORMOUSE (D. A. S. McKay, London, 
S.E.23). The De Havilland Dormouse, or D.H. 42, 
was a two-seater fighter biplane produced in 1924 
and fitted with a Jaguar engine. Only one example 
of the type was ever built, as it was an experimental 
job for which an R.A.F. order was anticipated, but 
not realised.

(More Replies to Readers on page 187.)
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The Eventful Story of the Dreaded Richthofen “ C ircus,”  
Before and After the Death of its Most Famous Leader

By J O H N  H O O K

TH E  a ir  a b o v e  W e r v ic k  o n  J u ly  6 th ,  
1 9 1 7 , r e so u n d e d  to  th e  r a t t le  o f  
m a c h in e -g u n s  a s  a  sta ffe l o f  e ig h t  

F o k k e r  tr ip la n e s , led  b y  M a n fred  v o n  
R ic h th o fe n , s o u g h t  to  c o m e  to  g r ip s  w ith  
e ig h t  F .E . tw o -s e a te r s  o f  th e  R o y a l  
F ly in g  C orps.

G rou n d  o ffice rs  w h o  h a d  b e e n  w a tc h 
in g  th e  tr ip la n e s  tr y in g  to  b r e a k  th e  
“ m e r r y - g o - r o u n d ”  ta c t ic s  o f  th e  
F .E .' s  fo r  n e a r ly  a  q u a rter  o f  a n  h o u r , 
su d d e n ly  s a w  o n e  F o k k e r  g o  in to  a  
d iv e . I t  w a s  a n  a ll  red  tr ip la n e , a n d  
th e  w a tc h e r s  h e ld  th e ir  b rea th  a s  th e  
G erm a n  ’p la n e  c o n tin u e d  it s  u n c o n 
tro lled  d e sc e n t  to  e a r th . L ess  th a n  s ix  
h u n d red  f e e t  fr o m  th e  g r o u n d , th e  
tr ip la n e  f la tte n e d  o u t , f le w  e r r a t ic a lly  fo r  
a  fe w  m o m e n ts  a n d  th e n  la n d ed .

T h ro u g h  th e ir  te le sc o p e s , th e  d is ta n t  
w a tc h e r s  s a w  a  f ig u re  c lim b  fr o m  th e  c o c k 
p it a n d  fa ll  to  th e  g r o u n d . M en  fr o m  a

n e a r b y  c a m p  h u rr ie d  to  th e  m a c h in e  a n d  
fo u n d  R ic h th o fe n  ly in g  w ith  h is  h ea d  
r e s t in g  o n  h is  h e lm e t  a n d  w ith  a n  u g ly  
w o u n d  a t  th e  b a c k  o f  h is  s k u ll .  H e  w a s  
c o n s c io u s  a n d  a sk e d  fo r  c o g n a c , w h ic h  
rev iv ed  h im  a  l i t t le .  A n  a m b u la n c e  w a s  
q u ic k ly  o n  th e  s c e n e , a n d  th e  R ed  
K n ig h t  w a s  h u rr ie d  o ff to  G ou rtra i -an d  
h o sp ita l.

T h e  n e w s  th a t  th e ir  c o m m a n d e r  h a d  
b een  s h o t  d o w n  in  a n  a ir  f ig h t  b y  a n  
E n g lish  tw o -s e a te r  c a m e  a s  a  g r e a t  
s h o c k  to  th e  R ic h th o fe n  S q u a d ro n  w h ic h  
h a d  b e e n  fo r m e d  o n ly  a  fo r tn ig h t  b e fo re . 
A c tu a lly , i t  w a s  o n  J u n e  2 4 th  th a t  Ja g d -  
geschw aier  I o f  th e  G erm a n  A ir  S erv ice  
first c a m e  in to  e x is te n c e . I ts  s tr e n g th  
w a s  m a d e  u p  o f  fo u r  s ta ffe h , a n d  v e r y  
so o n  th e  n e w  u n it  b e c a m e  k n o w n  a lo n g  
th e  w h o le  o f  th e  W e s te r n  F r o n t  a s  th e  
R ic h th o fe n  “  C ir c u s .”

L ess th a n  fo u r te e n  d a y s  a f te r  it s  fo r m a 
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t io n ,  R ic h th o fe n , a s  h a s  b e e n  d escr ib ed , fe ll  
u n d e r  th e  g u n s  o f  a  B r it ish  ’p la n e , b u t, 
e v e n  d u r in g  th e  te m p o r a r y  a b se n c e  o f  it s  
fa m o u s  le a d e r , th e  C ircu s c o n tin u e d  to  
m a k e  h is to r y . R ic h th o fe n  h a d  p re v io u s ly  
c o m m a n d e d  Staffel  1 1 , b u t o n  h is  p ro m o 
t io n  to  sq u a d ro n  c o m m a n d e r , h is  fr ien d , 
K u r t W o lff , h a d  ta k e n  o v e r  Staffel  u ,  
w h ile  c o m m a n d  o f th e  o th e r  th r e e  staffels, 
N o s. 4 , 6  a n d  10 , w h ic h  m a d e  u p  th e  
R ic h th o fe n  S q u a d ro n , w e r e  r e ta in e d  b y  
v o n  D o e r in g , D o st le r  a n d  v o n  A lth a u s  
r e sp e c t iv e ly . I t  w a s  v o n  D o e r in g , o f  
S ta ffe l  4 , w h o  n o w  to o k  o v er  th e  c o m 
m a n d  o f th e  S q u a d ro n  d u r in g  R ic h th o 
f e n ’s  a b se n c e .

O n  th e  d a y  a f te r  th e  R ed  B a r o n ’s  
c r a sh , th r e e  S o p w ith  tr ip la n e s , h u r r y in g  
h o m e  a c r o ss  th e  lin e s , r a n  in to  Staffel  i t ,  
a n d  a ll  th r e e  w e n t  d o w n  in  f la m e s  b efore  
th e  c o n c e r te d  a t ta c k  o f  th e  F o k k e r s .  
O n e o f  th e  S o p w ith s  fe l l  to  K u r t W o lff ,  
w h o  la n d ed  a lo n g s id e  h is  v ic t im  to  
c o l le c t  a  so u v e n ir . A s  h e  p rised  th e  
e n g in e  n u m b e r  fr o m  t h e  w r e c k e d  S o p 
w ith  w ith  th e  h e lp  o f  a  b a y o n e t  le n t  h im  
b y  a  n e a r b y  in fa n tr y m a n , h e  li t t le  k n e w  
th a t  th is , h is  th ir ty - th ir d  v ic to r y , w a s  
d e s t in e d  to  b e  h is  la s t . Y e t, so  it  p roved  
fo r , fo u r  d a y s  la te r , h e  to o k -o f f  fr o m  
M a rc eb eek e  a t  th e  h e a d  o f  h is  staffel, a n d  
w ith in  te n  m in u te s  h a d  r e tu rn ed  a lo n e  
to  c l im b  s h a k ily  d o w n  fr o m  h is  tr ip la n e . 
H is  le f t  a r m  h u n g  l im p ly  b y  h is  s id e , 
fo r  a  b u lle t  h a d  g o n e  th r o u g h  h is  h a n d ,  
a n d  th e  y o u n g  Pour le M erits  w in n e r  
w a s  carr ied  o ff  to  jo in  R ic h th o fe n  in  
C ou rtra i H o sp ita l.

B u t  e v e n  w ith  tw o  o f  th e ir  b est  
p ilo ts  o u t  o f  a c t io n , th e  C ircu s s t ill  
c o n t in u e d  it s  s u c c e s s fu l  ca re er . O ber- 
le u tn a n t  D o st le r  n o w  b e c a m e  th e  s ta r  
p erfo rm e r  in  th e  S q u a d ro n , “ b a g g in g ”  
tw o  S o p w ith  C a m els  o n  J u ly  12 th , 
a n d  a n o th e r  C a m el a n d  a  N ieu p o rt o n  
th e  fo llo w in g  d a y  to  b r in g  h is  sc o r e  up  
to  e ig h te e n . H e  h a d  o n e  p a r tic u la r ly  
p r o m is in g  p ilo t  u n d e r  h im , a  L e u tn a n t  
K r e b s, w h o  h a d  a lr e a d y  sc o r e d  five  
v ic to r ie s  d u r in g  th e  s h o r t  li fe  o f th e  
S q u a d ro n . K reb s a d d ed  tw o  m o r e  A llie d  
’p la n e s  to  h is  sc o r e  o n  th e  1 3 th , b u t  
th r e e  d a y s  la te r  h e  w a s  s e e n  to  fa ll in  
f la m e s  a t  Z o n n e n b e k e .

A Present from the Kaiser '

VIC T O R Y  a fte r  v ic to r y  w a s  e n te r e d  
in  th e  S q u a d r o n ’s  rec o rd s  d u r in g  

th o se  d a y s, b u t It w a s  in e v ita b le  th a t  th e  
B r itish  p ilo ts  s h o u ld  a lso  c la im  th e ir  
v ic to r ie s . U n fo r tu n a te ly  fo r  th e  C ircu s , 
th e ir  v ic t im  o n  A u g u s t  2 1 s t  w a s  O b er-  
le u tn a n t  D o st le r  w h o  h a d , b y  th e n , ru n  
h is  sc o r e  to  tw e n ty - s ix  a n d  h a d  b e e n  
d eco ra te d  w ith  th e  Pour le M erlti.  H e  
to o k -o f f  o n  a  p a tr o l a b o u t  m id -d a y ,  
b u t se v e r a l h o u r s  la te r  h e  h a d  n o t  
r e tu r n e d .

T h e  C ircu s w o u ld  n o t  n o r m a lly  h a v e  
b e e n  a la r m e d , fo r  it  w a s  a  fr e q u e n t  
o c c u r r e n c e  fo r  a  p ilo t  to  h a v e  to  m a k e  a  
fo r c e d -la n d in g  a t  a n o th e r  a e r o d r o m e . 
B u t, in  th is  c a se , a  ’p la n e  a n sw e r in g  in  
d e sc r ip tio n  to  D o s t le r ’s h a d  b een  s e e n  
to  fa ll b e tw e e n  th e  lin e s  a t  F r e z e n b e r g . 
I t  h a d  n o t  b een  p o ss ib le  to  id e n tify  it  
a s ,  s o o n  a fte r w a r d s , th e  a r e a  w a s  s u b 
je c te d  to  h e a v y  s h e ll- f ir e , a n d  in  th e  
m o r n in g  a ll  tr a c e  o f  th e  ’p la n e  h a d  
d isa p p e a red . Y e t s t ill  th e  S q u a d ro n  
h o p e d , a n d  o n  th e  2 4 th  th o s e  h o p e s  w e r e  
ra ise d  b y  a  rep o rt th a t  a  B r itish  p r iso n er  
h a d  s ta te d  th a t  D o st le r  w a s  a liv e  in  
B r itish  h a n d s . L ik e  m a n y  o th e r  s u c h  
s ta te m e n ts  it  w a s  s u b se q u e n tly  p ro v ed  
u n tr u e , a n d  D o st le r  l ie s  b u ried  in  a n  
u n k n o w n  g ra v e .

A  w e e k  o r  tw o  b e fo r e  D o s t le r ’s  d e a th , 
c e r ta in  c h a n g e s  h a d  ta k e n  p la c e  in  th e  
p e r so n n e l o f  th e  R ic h th o fe n  S q u a d ro n  
a n d  v o n  A lth a u s  h a d  b e e n  su c c e e d e d  
b y  O b e r le u tn a n t V o ss . T h e  n e w  le a d e r  
o f  Staffel  10 b r o u g h t  w ith  h im  a  rec o rd  
o f  th ir ty - fo u r  ’p la n e s  d e stro y ed , a n d  a t  
h is  th r o a t  h u n g  th e  c o v e te d  Pour le 
M erit L

S ep tem b er  s a w  th e  C ircu s s tr ik e  a  
v ic to r io u s  v e in  w h ic h  w a s  to  o u tr iv a l  
e v e n  th e  reco rd s  o f  “ B lo o d y  A p r i l .”  
L e u tn a n t  W u e s th o ff , w h o  h a d  a lr e a d y  
m a d e  a  n a m e  fo r  h im s e lf  a s  a  s k i lfu l  
f ig h te r , s h o t  d o w n  a n  R .E .8  a n d  a  S o p 
w ith  C am el o n  th e  s e c o n d  o f  th e  m o n th  
a n d , tw o  d a y s  la te r , tw o  m o r e  C a m els  
fe ll to  h is  g u n s . T h e  g r e a t  R ic h th o fe n ,  
to o , rec o v e r e d  fr o m  h is  w o u n d , w a s  
n o w  b a c k  w ith  h is  sq u a d ro n  a n d  ad d ed  
tw o  m o r e  v ic t im s  to  h is  sc o r e  d u r in g  
th o se  e a r ly  d a y s  o f  S e p tem b er .
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p? T h e n , s u d d e n ly , th e  C ircu s w a s  
rob b ed  o f  o n e  o f  it s  b est  p ilo ts  w h e n  
W o lff , b a r e ly  r e c o v e r e d  fro m  th e  w o u n d  
h e  h a d  r e c e iv e d  in  J u ly , w e n t  d o w n  
u n d e r  th e  g u n s  o f  a n  S .E . p ilo t  fr o m  
N o . 5 6  S q u a d ro n . T h ree  d a y s  la te r , a  
sa d  g ro u p  o f  o fficers  g a th e r e d  in  th e  
C hu rch  o f  S t . J o s e p h ’s  a t  C ou rtra i to  
p a y  th e ir  la s t  re sp e c ts  to  th e ir  fa lle n  
c o m r a d e . A fte r  a  sh o r t  s e r v ic e , th e  
b o d y  o f  K u r t W o lf f  w a s  e n tr a in e d  fo r  h is  
b ir th p la ce , M e m e l, w h e r e  h is  g r a v e  c a n  
b e  s e e n  to -d a y .

A  few  d a y s  la te r , Staffel  4  w e r e  in  a  
h o t  d o g fig h t w ith  a  fo r m a tio n  o f  S p ads  
a n d , a fte r  a  b a tt le  o f  tu r n s , b o th  v o n  
D o e r in g  a n d  W u e s th o ff  e a c h  a c c o u n te d  
fo r  a n  A llie d  'p la n e . O n  th e  a f te r n o o n  
p a tro l, th e y  a g a in  m e t  th e  s a m e  fo r m a 
t io n  o v e r  th e  lin e s  a n d , o n c e  a g a in ,  
W u e sth o ff  p ic k e d  o u t  h is  o p p o n e n t  a n d  
se n t  h im  sp in n in g  to  d ea th  in  th e  G erm a n  
l in e s .

R ic h th o fe n  w a s  n o w  fin d in g  h is  o ld  
fo r m  a g a in , a n d  s h o r t ly  a fte r  h is  s ix t ie th  
v ic to r y  h a d  b e e n  a n n o u n c e d , a  b u lk y  
p a c k in g -c a s e  a rr iv ed  fo r  h im  fr o m  B e r lin .  
It c o n ta in e d  a  b ro n ze  b u st o f  th e  K a ise r , 
in scr ib e d  " T o  the courageous air fighter, 
Rittmeister Freiherr von Richthofen, from  his 
grateful Sovereign. ”  T o -d a y , th is  s a m e  
s ta tu e tte  h a s  p rid e o f  p la c e  in  th e  
R ic h th o fe n  M u se u m  a t  S c h w e id n itz .

T h e  S q u a d ro n , m e a n w h ile , h a d  h a d  to  
m o u r n  th e  p a s s in g  o f  a n o th e r  o f  th e ir  
n u m b er , fo r  V o ss , a n  “  a c e  ”  w ith  fo r ty -  
e ig h t  v ic to r ie s  to  h is  cred it, h a d  fo u g h t  
h is  la s t  f ig h t w ith  R h y s -D a v id s  o n  S ep 
tem b er  2 3 rd . T h e  m a g n if ic e n t  f ig h t  
th a t  h e  p u t u p  a g a in s t  o v e r w h e lm in g  
od d s i s  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  s t ir r in g  c h a p te r s  
in  th e  h is to r y  o f  th e  W a r  in  th e  A ir , 
a n d  th e r e  w e r e  fe w  w h o  w itn e s s e d  h is  
h e r o ic , lo n e -h a n d e d  c o m b a t w ith  s ix  
B r itish  m a c h in e s  w h o  d id  n o t  e c h o  h is  
v ic to r ’s  w o r d s , “  O h 1 I f  o n ly  I c o u ld  
h a v e  b ro u g h t h im  d o w n  a liv e  1 ”
I In  th e  la s t  d a y s  o f  O ctob er  th e r e  
o ccu rr ed  a n  in c id e n t  o f  w h ic h  R ic h th o fe n  
w a s  n o t  p a r t ic u la r ly  p rou d  a n d  w h ic h  
h e  n e v e r  r e c o rd ed . H e  w a s , a t  th e  t im e  
i t  h a p p e n e d , le a d in g  Staffel  11 o v e r  th e  
l in e s  in  a p p a llin g  w e a th e r  a n d  s u d d e n ly  
sa w  o n e  o f  h is  staffel m a k in g  e r r a t ic a lly

fo r  th e  G e rm a n  lin e s . A n o th e r  g la n c e  
a t  th e  fa ll in g  ’p la n e  to ld  h im  th a t  it s  
p ilo t  w a s  h is  o w n  b r o th e r , L o th a r . 
F o r w a rd  w e n t  h is  s t ic k  a n d  d o w n  dropped  
th e  R ed  K n ig h t  in  th e  w a k e  o f  h is  
y o u n g e r  b r o th e r . L o th a r  la n d e d  h is  
tr ip la n e  o n  r o u g h  g ro u n d  a n d  c a m e  
s a fe ly  to  r e s t , b u t M a n fred  w a s  u n lu c k y  
a n d  s m a sh e d  h is  u n d e r c a r r ia g e  a s  h is  
tr ip la n e  to u c h e d  g r o u n d . H is  ’p la n e  
w a s  a  c o m p le te  “  w r ite  o f f ,”  b u t R ic h 
th o fe n  c lim b e d  o u t  u n in ju r e d . L o th a r , 
w h o  h a d  a p p a r e n tly  h a d  e n g in e  tro u b le , 
h u rr ie d  o v e r  to  h is  b r o th e r ’s  w r e c k e d  
’p la n e . F o r  a  m o m e n t , M a n fred  lo o k e d  
ic i ly  a t  h im  a n d  th e n , w ith o u t  a  w o rd , 
h e  tu r n e d  a n d  w a lk e d  a w a y .

A C o llis io n  in  M id -a ir

TH E  f ig h t in g  in  th e  a ir  c o n tin u e d  
u n a b a te d  th r o u g h o u t  N o v e m b e r , a n d  

W u e s th o f f ’s  n a m e , in  p a r tic u la r , a p 
p ea red  fr e q u e n tly  in  th e  v ic to r y  l i s t  
a t  th is  t im e . T h e n , o n  th e  1 5 th  o f  th e  
m o n th , Sta ffel  4  lo s t  th e ir  f lig h t  c o m 
m a n d e r , L e u tn a n t  A d a m , a n d  th e  m a n n e r  
o f  h is  d e a th  w a s  p a r t ic u la r ly  g a ll in g  to  
th e  S q u a d ro n  a s  th is  fa m o u s  “  a c e  ”  a n d  
le a d e r  w a s  s h o t  d o w n  b y  a  B r it ish  p ilo t  
w h o  w a s  m a k in g  h is  fir st o ffe n s iv e  
p a tro l o v e r  th e  l in e s .  T h ree  d a y s  la te r , 
th is  s a m e  p ilo t  w a s  h im s e lf  s h o t  d o w n  
in  th e  G e rm a n  lin e s , a n d  b e fo r e  h e  d ied  
h e  to ld  o f  h is  v ic to r y . T h e  t im e  a n d  
p la c e  ta ll ie d  e x a c t ly  w ith  A d a m ’s  d ea th  
a n d , a s  a  r e su lt  o f  th e  in fo r m a tio n  h e  
g a v e , th e  w r e c k a g e  o f  A d a m ’s  A lb a tr o s  
w a s  fo u n d . B u t  fo r  th r e e  d a y s  h is  
c o m r a d e s  s e a r c h e d  in  v a in  fo r  h is  b od y , 
u n t i l  a t  la s t  i t  w a s  fo u n d  h id d e n  a m o n g  
s o m e  b u sh e s , s tr ip p ed  o f  i t s  c lo th in g .  
G erm a n  so ld ie r s  h a d  e v e n  s to o p e d  to  
ro b  th e  b o d y  o f  o n e  o f  th e ir  o w n  “  a c e s . ’ 

O n N o v e m b e r  2 3 rd , R ic h th o fe n  sc o r e d  
h is  s ix ty - th ir d  v ic to r y , w h i le  L o th a r  
s h o t  d o w n  a  B r is to l F ig h te r  in  f la m e s  
o n  th e  s a m e  d a y . T w o  d a y s  la te r , K le in  
cra sh e d  h is  tr ip la n e  o n  th e  S q u a d r o n ’s  
a e r o d r o m e , b u t w a lk e d  a w a y  fr o m  th e  
w r e c k a g e  w ith o u t  a  s c r a tc h . T h ere  
w e r e  a  n u m b e r  o f  c r a sh e s  a n d  fo r c e d -  
la n d in g s  a b o u t  th is  t im e  a s  t h e  w e a th e r  
w a s  m is ty  a n d  th e r e  w a s  a  lo t  o f  lo w  
c lo u d .



AIR STORIES
T h e  w e a th e r  r e m a in e d  “  d u d  ”  

th r o u g h o u t  D e c e m b e r , 1 9 1 7 , a n d  th e  
C ircu s to o k  th e  a ir  b u t ra re ly . A lto g e th e r ,  
th e  m o n th  w a s  d e s t in e d  to  be a  bad o n e  
fo r  th e m , fo r  o n ly  f iv e  v ic to r ie s  w e r e  
c o n fir m e d , w h ile  tw o  o f  th e ir  p ilo ts  
fa ile d  to  re tu rn  fr o m  p a tro l. In  fa c t , 
th e ir  o n ly  s tr o k e  o f  lu c k  w a s  w h e n  
L e u tn a n ts  M o h n ic k e  a n d  B o d d in  c o l
lid e d  in  m id -a ir — a n d  g o t  a w a y  w ith  it . 
M o h n ic k e  c r a sh e d , b u t  e sc a p e d  in ju ry , 
w h ile  B o d d in , w ith  g r e a t  s k i l l ,  m a n a g e d  
to  b r in g  h is  d a m a g e d  tr ip la n e  s a fe ly  
b a c k  to  th e  a e r o d r o m e .

B a d  fly in g  c o n d it io n s  p ers isted  
th r o u g h o u t  J a n u a r y  o f  1 9 1 8 , a n d  
a lth o u g h  R e in h a r d  a n d  L o ew en h a rd t  
sc o r e d  v ic to r ie s  in  th e  e a r ly  d a y s  o f  th e  
m o n th , th r e e  m o r e  n a m e s  h a d  b een  
e n te r e d  o n  th e  ro ll o f  th e  m is s in g . 
B u t  fo r  o n c e , o n e  o f  th e s e  lo s s e s  h a d  a  
h a p p y  se q u e l. O n  J a n u a r y  1 3 th  L e u t-  
n a n t  S ta p e n h o r st  h a d  s e t  o u t  to  a tta c k  
th e  b a llo o n  l in e s  a t  C am brai, a n d  w h e n  
h e  fa ile d  to  re tu r n  a f te r  s o m e  g ro u n d  
o ffice rs  h a d  se e n  h is  ’p la n e  g o  in to  a  
d iv e  ju s t  b e fo re  r e a c h in g  th e  e n e m y  
b a llo o n s , h e  w a s  rep o rted  “  m is s in g ,  
b e lie v e d  k i l le d .”  A  m o n th  la te r , h o w 
e v e r , th e  C ircu s h e a r d  fr o m  th e  R ed  
C ross S o c ie ty  th a t  a  c e r ta in  L e u tn a n t  
S ta p e n h o r s t  h a d  b een  s h o t  d o w n  b y  a n  
A llie d  ’p la n e  a s  h e  tr ied  to  b r in g  d o w n  a  
b a llo o n  a t  C am b ra i o n  J a n u a r y  13th , 
a n d  th a t  th is  a ir m a n  h a d  b een  ca p tu red  
a n d  w a s  a  p r iso n er  in  E n g la n d . A  fe w  
w e e k s  la te r  th e  n e w s  w a s  co n fir m e d  b y  
a  ca rd  w h ic h  th e  C ircu s r e c e iv e d  fro m  
S ta p e n h o r s t , o n e  o f  th e  v e r y  few  m e m b ers  
o f th e  R ic h th o fe n  C ircu s to  fin d  h is  w a y  
in to  E n g lish  c a p tiv ity .

In  M arch , th e  S q u a d ro n  m o v e d  fo r 
w a r d  a n d  to o k  o v e r  th e  o ld  B ritish  
a e r o d r o m e  a t  L e c h e lle . B o d e n sc h a tz ,  
th e  S q u a d ro n  a d ju ta n t , w a s  v e r y  d isa p 
p o in te d  to  fin d  th e  b u ild in g s  h a lf  
d e str o y e d  a n d  th e  e a r th  r e e k in g  o f  th e  
p etro l w h ic h  h a d  b een  p ou red  in to  th e  
g r o u n d  b efo re  th e  B r it ish  p ilo ts  e v a c u a te d  
th e  a e r o d r o m e . T h e  g r o u n d  w a s  a lso  
p itte d  w ith  s h e ll-h o le s , b u t  th e  S q u a d r o n ’s  
s ta ff  w o r k e d  a ll n ig h t  a n d , w ith in  tw o  
d a y s, th e  C ircu s w a s  a g a in  rea d y  fo r  
a c t io n .

Richthofen’s Last Wish

Ri c h t h o f e n  w a s  in  g r e a t g o o d
h u m o u r  a t  th is  t im e , fo r  d u r in g  th e  

p r e v io u s  th ree  d a y s  h e  h a d  ad d ed  fo u r  
m o r e  v ic t im s  to  h is  lis t , th e  to ta l o f  
w h ic h  n o w  s to o d  a t  7 0 . It w a s  s t il l  
fu r th er  in cr ea sed  a  fe w  d a y s  la te r  w h e n ,  
o n  M arch  2 7 th , th e  S q u ad ron  to o k  p a rt  
in  a  la r g e -sc a le  d o g fig h t a t  a  h e ig h t  o f  
a  th o u sa n d  fe e t  a b o v e  th e  l in e s . W h e n  
th e  d a y  c lo se d , th e  w r e c k a g e  o f  th ir te e n  
B r itish  ’p la n e s  la y  sc a tte r e d  o v e r  a  w id e  
a r e a — a n d  th e  C ircu s h a d  n o t lo s t  a 
s in g le  p ilo t.

F ly in g  w ith  R ic h th o fe n  th a t  d a y  w a s  
L e u tn a n t  U d e t, n e w ly -d r a fte d  to  th e  
C ircu s, a n d  a fte r  h e  h a d  s e e n  th e  R ed  
K n ig h t  add  tw o  m o r e  v ic to r ie s  to  h is  
s c o r e , h e  c a m e  d o w n  o n  th e  ta il o f  a n  
R .E .8  a n d  se n t  i t  c r a sh in g  to  d e s tr u c tio n  
a s  h is  tw e n ty -se c o n d  v ic to r y . T h a t  
e v e n in g , th e  w h o le  S q u a d ro n  g a th e r e d  
in  th e  m e ss , a n d  R ic h th o fe n  rea d  a  
te le g r a m  o f c o n g r a tu la t io n  to  th e m  w h ic h  
h a d  b een  se n t  b y  th e  C h ief o f  th e  A ir  
S erv ice .

E a r ly  in  A p r il, th e  w e a th e r  c h a n g e d  
a g a in  a n d , L e c h e lle  a e r o d r o m e  p r o v in g  
u n su ita b le , th e  C ircu s o n c e  m o r e  g o t  
o n  th e  m o v e  a n d  to o k  o v e r  th e  f ly in g -  
g r o u n d  a t C appy.

O n A p r il 2 0 th , M a n fred  v o n  R ic h 
th o fe n  s e n t  d o w n  M ajor  B a rk er  a n d  
L ie u te n a n t  L ew is  in  f la m in g  C a m els , 
b u t h is  o w n  fa te  w a s  a lm o s t  u p on  h im .  
T h e  v e r y  n e x t  d a y , a t  a b o u t 1 1 .3 0  in  
th e  m o r n in g , h e  w a s  s e e n  to  la n d  in  th e  
B r itish  lin e s , a n d  th e  c a re er  o f  G er
m a n y ’s  g r e a te s t  a c e  w a s  en d ed . R ic h 
th o fe n  le ft  a  n o te  w h ic h  ra n  s im p ly  : 
“  Should I  not return, Oberleutnant Reinhard 
is to take over the Squadron.”  T h e H ig h  
C o m m a n d  r e sp ec te d  h is  la s t  w ish  a n d  
t h e  w a lk in g -s t ic k  w h ic h  R ic h th o fe n  h a d  
a lw a y s  carr ied  w h e n  in  c o m m a n d  o f  
th e  S q u a d ro n , a n d  w h ic h  h a d  c o m e  to  
b e  k n o w n  a s  th e  ‘ ‘ sq u a d ro n  s t ic k ,”  
w a s  d u ly  h a n d ed  o v e r  to  R ein h a rd .

R e in h a r d ’s  o w n  sta ff el w a s  ta k e n  o v e r  
b y  J a n z e n , w h ile  S ta ff  el x i  a lso  r e c e iv e d  
a  n e w  le a d e r  in  p la c e  o f  L o th a r  v o n  
R ic h th o fe n , w h o  h a d  b e e n  w o u n d e d  
in  M a rch . H is  s u c c e s s o r  w a s  L e u tn a n t  
W e iss , a  g ifte d  p ilo t  w h o  flew  a n  a l l 



AFTER THE RED BARON
w h ite  tr ip la n e  o f  e x c e p tio n a l p e r fo r m 
a n c e . T h e  d a y  a fte r  R ic h th o fe n  h a d  
fa lle n , h e  sc o r e d  h is  e ig h te e n th  v ic to r y ,  
b u t h e  w a s  n o t  lo n g  to  s u r v iv e  h is  
fa m o u s  le a d e r . O n M ay 2 n d , w h ile  
f ly in g  a t th e  h e a d  o f  h is  n e w  c o m m a n d ,  
h e  e n c o u n te r e d  a  f lig h t o f  S o p w ith  
C a m els, a n d  a s  th e  o th e r  tr ip la n e s  o f  
h is  f lig h t co u ld  n o t  c lim b  a s  fa s t  a s  th e  
B r itish  'p la n e s , o n ly  W e iss , w ith  h is  
h o tte d -u p  e n g in e , m a n a g e d  to  r e a c h  th e  
C a m els a n d  to  e n g a g e  th e m . H o p e 
le ss ly  o u tn u m b e r e d , h e  p u t u p  a  g a lla n t  
sh o w , b u t w ith in  a  fe w  m in u te s  h e  w a s  
p lu n g in g  e a r th w a r d s , sh o t  th r o u g h  th e  
h e a d . A n d  b e fo re  th a t  d isa s tr o u s  d a y  
en d ed  a n o th e r  p ilo t  fr o m  S ta f fe l  n ,  th e  
v e te r a n  S e r g -S c h o lz , cra sh e d  h is  tr i
p la n e  o n  th e  b o u n d a r y  o f  C app y a e r o 
d ro m e a n d  w a s  in s ta n tly  k illed .

T h o se  e a r ly  d a y s  o f  M a y  w e r e  n o n e  
to o  h a p p y  o n e s  fo r  S ta f fe l  u  w h ic h , a t  
o n e  t im e , h a d  o n ly  o n e  p ilo t  fit to  fly . 
A s a  u n it , h o w e v e r , th e  C ircu s w a s  
h ig h ly  s u c c e s s fu l , a n d  in  a  h o t  d o g fig h t  
o v e r  C herisy , o n  M ay io t h ,  t h e y  sh o t  
d o w n  se v e n  o u t  o f  a  fo r m a tio n  o f  e ig h t  
C a m els. S o o n  a fte r w a r d s , th e y  e n c o u n 
tered  a  fo r m a tio n  o f  D .H .9  d a y -b o m b e r s  
r e tu r n in g  fr o m  a  ra id  a n d  se n t  th r e e  o f  
th e m  d o w n  in  f la m e s .

T h e  R ic h th o fe n  S q u a d ro n  n e v e r  lik e d  
C appy, h o w e v e r , a n d  a f te r  th e ir  le a d e r ’s  
d ea th  it  w a s  c o n s id ere d  b y  s o m e  p ilo ts  
to  b e u n lu c k y . I t  w a s  th e r e fo r e  w ith  
c o n s id era b le  r e l ie f  th a t  ord ers w e r e  re 
c e iv e d  in  m id -M a y  fo r  a  m o v e  to  L a o n , 
w h e r e  a  n e w  o ffe n s iv e  w a s  p la n n e d . A  
few  d a y s  b e fo r e  th e y  le f t , h o w e v e r , th e  
C ircus h a d  to  m o u r n  y e t  a n o th e r  o f  
th e ir  p ilo ts , th is  t im e  th e  e v e r -s m ilin g  
J o a c h im  W o lff , w h o  h a d  c r a sh e d  to  h is  
d e a th  o v e r  L a m o tte  w ith  tw o  V ic k e r s  
b u lle ts  th r o u g h  h is  h e a r t. W o lf f  h a d  
b een  o n e  o f  R ic h th o fe n ’s  g r e a te s t  fr ien d s , 
w ith  th e  h o n o u r  o f  p r o te c t in g  h is  ta il  
in  d o g fig h ts , a n d  w a s  o n e  o f t h e  m o s t  
p o p u la r  m e n  in  th e  C ircu s.

F ig h t in g  th e  F r e n c h
AT  L a o n , th e  S q u a d ro n  w e r e  o p p o se d  

Lto  F r e n c h  a ir m e n , an d  th e y  d id  n o t  
fin d  th e m  q u ite  s u c h  d o u g h ty  o p p o n e n ts  a s  
th e  B r it ish  p ilo t s  w h o m  th e y  h a d  b e e n

u p  a g a in s t  a t  C appy. N e v e r th e le s s ,  
ig n o r a n c e  o f  th e  n e w  c o u n tr y  o v e r  w h ic h  
th e y  w e r e  n o w  f ly in g  r e su lte d  in  th e  
lo s s  o f  se v e r a l o f  th e ir  p ilo ts . O n e o f  
th e  m o s t  u n fo r tu n a te  c a se s  o ccu rr ed  
d u r in g  th e  la s t  d a y s  o f  M a y  w h e n  a  
p ilo t  o f  S ta f fe l  10 h a d  fo r c e d -la n d e d  o n  a n  
o ld  F r e n c h  a e r o d r o m e , s l ig h t ly  d a m a g in g  
h is  u n d e r c a r r ia g e . R e in h a r d , h e a r in g  o f  
h is  p lig h t , s e n t  a n o th e r  sq u a d r o n -  
m e m b e r  to  c o lle c t  h im  in  o n e  o f  th e  
C ir c u s’s  tw o -s e a te r s , b u t a lth o u g h  th e  
p ilo t w a s  g iv e n  e x a c t  d ir e c t io n s , a n d  w a s  
to ld  th a t  th e r e  w e r e  s ix  a b a n d o n ed  
F r en ch  m a c h in e s  b eh in d  a  h a n g a r , h e  
la n d ed  o n  a n  a e r o d r o m e  th a t  w a s  s t ill 
o c c u p ie d  b y  th e  F r e n c h — a n d  w a s  q u ic k ly  
in fo r m e d  o f  h is  m is ta k e .

M e a n w h ile , U d e t a n d  L o e w e n h a r d t ,  
w h o  n o w  w o r e  th e  P our le M er ith  a n d  led  
S ta f fe l  i x ,  w e r e  r u n n in g  a  n e c k -a n d -  
n e c k  r a c e  fo r  th e  p o s it io n  o f  le a d in g  
“ a c e ,”  a n d  w h e n  o n  J u n e  5 th  th ir te e n  
F r en ch  ’p la n e s  fe ll to  th e  S q u a d ro n , 
b o th  U d e t  a n d  L o e w e n h a r d t co u ld  c la im  
th e ir  tw e n ty - s e v e n th  v ic to r ie s . S u ch  a  
* ‘ k ill in g , ’ ’ h o w e v e r , w a s  u n u s u a l, fo r  
th e  C ircus h a d  b een  d o in g  s u c h  d a m a g e  
th a t  its  p ilo ts  w e r e  fin d in g  it  in c r e a s in g ly  
d ifficu lt to  g e t  a  f ig h t u n le s s  th e y  h u n te d  
in  tw o s  a n d  th r e e s  a n d  a t ta c k e d  fo r m a 
t io n s  g r e a te r  th a n  th e ir  o w n .

A s  th e  su m m e r  w o r e  o n , th e  o ffe n s iv e  
d ied  d o w n , a n d  R e in h a rd  w e n t  o ff  to  
a tte n d  th e  T e s t  M e e tin g  in  B e r lin . T h is  
m e e t in g  h a d  b e e n  in a u g u r a te d  b y  R ic h 
th o fe n , w h o  c o n s id ere d  th a t  fr o n t- lin e  
p ilo ts  s h o u ld  th e m s e lv e s  t e s t  th e  n e w  
ty p es  o f  ’p la n e s  th e y  w o u ld  la te r  h a v e  to  
fly . T h e  H ig h  C o m m a n d  h a d  a g ree d , 
a s  th e y  d id  w ith  m o s t  o f R ic h th o fe n 's  
s u g g e s t io n s , a n d  th e r e a fte r  a ll  n e w  d e s ig n s  
w e r e  a p p ro v ed  b y  a c t iv e - s e r v ic e  p ilo ts  
b efo re  b e in g  o rd ered  in  q u a n t ity . U n fo r 
tu n a te ly , R e in h a r d  p ick ed  a  fa u lty  
m a c h in e  o n  w h ic h  to  ca rr y  o u t  h is  
te s t , a n d  w h e n  it  b ro k e  u p  in  m id -a ir ,  
th e  R ic h th o fe n  C ircu s w a s  o n c e  m o r e  
le a d e r le s s .

It w a s  se v e r a l d a y s  b efo re  a  su c c e s so r  
to  R e in h a r d  c o u ld  b e fo u n d  a n d , to  th e  
g r e a t su r p r ise  o f  th e  S q u a d ro n , a n  o u t 
s id er  w a s  c h o se n  to  ta k e  o v e r  th e  c o m 
m a n d . T h is  w a s  O b e r le u tn a n t G o e r in g
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fr o m  S ta ff  el  2 7 , w h o  b r o u g h t  w ith  h im  
a  r ec o rd  o f  tw e n ty -o n e  ’p la n e s  d estro y ed  
a n d  th e  r e p u ta t io n  o f  a  b r illia n t  o r g a n ise r .  
H is  a r r iv a l, h o w e v e r , w a s  i l l-o m e n e d ,  
a n d  c o in c id e d  w ith  th e  d e a th s , in  c u r io u s  
c ir c u m sta n c e s , o f  tw o  C ircu s p ilo ts .

T h e  first to  g o  w a s  L e u tn a n t  F r ied r ic h s , 
a n  “  a c e  ”  w ith  tw e n ty  v ic to r ie s . H e  
w a s  o n  p a tro l o n  J u ly  1 5 th  w h e n  s u d 
d e n ly  h is  m a c h in e  w a s  s e e n  to  b u r st  in to  
f la m e s . F r ied r ic h s  ju m p e d  w ith  h is  
p a r a c h u te , b u t l ik e  m a n y  o f  th o se  e a r ly  
'c h u te s , it  fa ile d  to  o p e n  a n d  h e  w a s  
k ille d . L a ter , i t  w a s  fo u n d  th a t  h is  
m a c h in e  h a d  b een  s e t  o n  fire a s  a  r e su lt  
o f th e  tr a c e r  b u lle ts  in  h is  a m m u n it io n  
b e lt  b e in g  ig n ite d  b y  t h e  h e a t  o f  th e  s u n .

T h e  s e c o n d  v ic t im  w a s  c la im e d  th e  
v e r y  n e x t  d a y  w h e n  L e u tn a n t  K ir sc h ste in ,  
a  tw e n ty - s e v e n -v ic to r y  “ a c e ,”  flew  h is  
c a m o u fla g e d  F o k k e r  o v e r  to  F ism e s  
A ir c r a ft  P a r k  fo r  s o m e  rep a irs  to  b e  
d o n e . H e  a r r a n g e d  to  re tu r n  a s  a  
p a ss e n g e r  in  a  tw o -s e a te r  H a n n o v e r a n n e r ,  
b u t th e  p ilo t  m is ju d g e d  h is  ta k e -o f f  
a n d  c r a sh e d , k ill in g  b o th  h im s e lf  a n d  h is  
m o r e  d is t in g u ish e d  p a sse n g e r .

T h e  S q u a d ro n  w e r e  n o w  s ta t io n e d  a t  
C h a m p ry  a n d  th e ir  r e c o r d s  o f  th a t  p erio d  
s h o w  a  h e a v y  to ll  o f  N ieu p o rts  a n d  
S p a d s flo w n  b y  A m e r ic a n  p ilo ts , a s  m a n y  
a s  n in e  a n d  te n  v ic to r ie s  b e in g  reco rd ed  
o n  se v e r a l d a y s . T h e y  w e r e  e x p e c t in g  
to  b e  m o v e d  n o r th w a r d s  a t  a n y  m o m e n t ,  
b u t b e fo re  a n y  d e f in ite  ord ers w e r e  
r e c e iv e d , g r a v e  n e w s  c a m e  to  h a n d  fr o m  
t h e  h ea d q u a r te rs  o f  th e  2 n d  A r m y . 
T h e  A ll ie s  h a d  b r o k e n  th r o u g h  th e  l in e s  
a t  V ille r s -B r e tto n e u x , a n d  th e  G e rm a n  
tr o o p s  w e r e  in  u r g e n t  n e e d  o f  a ir  p ro 
t e c t io n .

A t  L o e w e n h a r d t’s  su g g e s t io n , o n ly  
th e  m o r e  e x p e r ie n c e d  p ilo ts  w e r e  c h o se n  
fo r  th is  ta s k . T h e ir  m a c h in e s  w e r e  
h u r r ie d ly  p rep ared  a n d , le d  b y  L o e w e n -  
h a r d t, th e y  s e t  o u t  fo r  P e r o n n e , so m e  
fo r ty  m in u t e s ’ f ly in g  t im e  d is ta n t. A s  
th is  b an d  o f  p ic k e d  p ilo ts  n e a r e d  th e ir  
o b je c t iv e , th e y  sp o tte d  h ig h  a b o v e  th e m ,  
a  f lig h t  o f  D .H .9 ’s . A t  o n c e  th e y  
c lim b e d  to  th e  a t ta c k  b u t, lo s in g  th e  
b o m b e r s  in  a  c lo u d -b a n k , w e r e  fo rce d  
to  g iv e  u p  th e  c h a se . S h o r tly  a fte r w a r d s , 
t h e  S q u a d ro n  la n d e d  a g a in  to  r e fu e l,

a n d  w h ile  e n g a g e d  in  th is  w o r k , f iv e  
B risto l F ig h te r s  c a m e  d o w n  lo w  a n d  
th o r o u g h ly  “ s h o t - u p ”  th e  a e r o d r o m e , 
m u c h  to  th e  m o r tif ic a t io n  o f  th e  
“  g ro u n d ed  ”  a c e s .

L a ter  in  th e  d a y , h o w e v e r , th e  C ircu s  
w a s  in  th e  th ic k  o f  th e  f ig h t in g  a n d  
w e r e  a b le  to  ta k e  a  h e a v y  to ll  o f  r e v e n g e .  
B o th  L o e w e n h a r d t  a n d  L o th a r  b r o u g h t  
d o w n  th r e e  B r it ish  s in g le -s e a te r s , a n d  
U d e t a lso  a c c o u n te d  fo r  tw o  S o p w ith  
C a m els . A s  th e  d a y lig h t  fa d ed , L e u tn a n t  
W e n z l o f  Staffel  11 b ro u g h t d o w n  a  
tw o -se a te r  o f  n e w  ty p e — th e  first D .H .1 2  
to  fa ll in to  G erm a n  h a n d s .

T h e  L a st  D o g f ig h t

TH E  a ir  f ig h t in g  w a x e d  f ie rce  in  
th o s e  A u g u s t  d a y s , b u t th o u g h  th e  

S q u a d ro n  sco red  m a n y  v ic to r ie s , th e y  
a ls o  su ffe red  s o m e  se v e r e  lo s se s . P e r 
h a p s  th e ir  m o s t  s e r io u s  lo s s  w a s  th a t  
o f  L o e w e n h a r d t o n  th e  1 0 th . H e  h a d  
ju s t  s h o t  d o w n  a n  S .E .5 , a n d  a s  h e  
tu r n e d  to  a tta c k  a n o th e r  h e  c a m e  in to  
c o llis io n  w ith  a  p ilo t  fr o m  S ta f fe l  1 1 , 
a n d  th e  tw o  'p la n es  fe ll lo c k e d  to g e th e r .  
B o th  m e n  ju m p e d  w ith  th e ir  p a r a c h u te s ,  
b u t L o e w e n h a r d t’s  fa ile d  to  o p en  a n d  
h e  dropped  lik e  a  s to n e  in to  th e  G erm a n  
l in e s . T h ree  d a y s  la te r , L o th a r  v o n  
R ic h th o fe n  r e c e iv e d  a n o th e r  w o u n d . H e  
m a n a g e d  to  b r in g  h is  tr ip la n e  o u t  o f  
th e  d o g fig h t a n d  to  la n d  w ith in  th e  
G erm a n  lin e s  b e fo r e  lo s s  o f  b lo o d  c a u se d  
h im  to  fa in t . H e  w a s  s t il l  in  h o sp ita l  
w h e n  th e  W a r en d e d .

In  S ep tem b er , first a t  M etz  a n d  la te r  
a t  M a rv ille , th e  S q u a d ro n  fo u n d  it s e lf  
o p p o sed  to  ra w  A m e r ic a n  p ilo ts  w h o  w e r e  
e a s y  g a m e  for th e  e x p er ien ced  p ilo ts  
o f  th e  C ircus. S u c h  n a m e s  a s  N o tle n iu s ,  
N e c k e l, th e  n e w  le a d e r  o f  S ta f fe l  6 , a n d  
U d e t n o w  b e c a m e  p r o m in e n t in  th e  
rec o rd s. T h e  la s t -n a m e d  ad d ed  tw o  
D .H .4 ’s  to  h is  rec o rd  o n  th e  2 6 th  o f  th e  
m o n th , b u t in  th is  e n g a g e m e n t , in  w h ic h  
f iv e  A m e r ic a n  ’p la n e s  w e r e  b r o u g h t  
d o w n , h e  r ec e iv e d  a  s lig h t  w o u n d  w h ic h  
p u t h im  o u t  o f  a c t io n  for th e  r e m a in d e r  
o f  th e  W a r .

W e n z l o f  S ta f fe l  11 h a s  le f t  o n  rec o rd  
a n  a m u s in g  e x p e r ie n c e  th a t  o c c u r r e d  
a b o u t th is  t im e . W h ils t  e n g a g e d  w ith
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a  n u m b e r  o f  S .E .’s , h e  a n d  h is  m e n  w ere  
su d d e n ly  a t ta c k e d  b y  a  sq u a d ro n  o f  
C a m els . F o r m a tio n  p iled  u p o n  fo r m a 
t io n , a n d  a  P fa lz  s ta f fd  jo in e d  t h e  fra y . 
U n fo r tu n a te ly  fo r  S ta f fe l  1 1 , h o w e v e r ,  
th e ir  w o u ld -b e  re sc u e r s  h a d  p a sse d  th e  
b o tt le  p r e tty  fr e e ly  a t  m e ss , a n d  w e r e  
m o r e  o fte n  s h o o t in g  a t  th e ir  c o u n tr y m e n  
th a n  a t  th e  e n e m y . L u c k ily  fo r  th e  
R ic h th o fe n  m e n , th e ir  sh o o t in g  w a s  to o  
in a c c u r a te  to  do  a n y  d a m a g e .

B y  n o w , th e  G erm an  p ilo ts  w e r e  m o r e  
th a n  h o ld in g  th e ir  o w n  in  th e  a ir , b u t  
o n  th e  g r o u n d  th e ir  tro o p s w e r e  fa ll in g  
s te a d ily  b a c k  u n d e r  th e  terr ific  p ressu r e  
o f th e  A llie d  a d v a n c e . In  th e  la s t  d a y s  
o f  O cto b er , N o tle n iu s , a n  in v e te r a te  
b a llo o n  “  s t r a fe r ,”  a d d ed  fo u r  m o r e  
g a sb a g s  to  h is  lis t , w h ils t  a  fe l lo w  p ilo t  
in  th e  C ircu s, L a u m a n n , r e c e iv e d  th e  
la s t  P our le M e r its  to  b e a w a rd ed  to  th e  
R ic h th o fe n  S q u a d ro n .

O n th e  m o r n in g  o f  N o v em b er  6 th , th e  
S q u ad ron  w a s  e n g a g e d  in  it s  la s t  d o g 
fig h t , a n d  th r e e  S p ads fe ll to  th e ir  g u n s .  
R u m o u r s  o f  m u t in y  in  th e  f le e t  a t  K ie l  
a n d  o f  s tr e e t  f ig h t in g  in  B er lin  h a d  c o m e  
to  th e  S q u a d r o n ’s  ea rs , b u t, a t  first, 
w e r e  r id ic u le d  b y  e v e r y  o fficer . T h e n , 
o n  th e  8 th , c a m e  th e  a s to u n d in g  n e w s

th a t  th e  S q u a d ro n  w a s  to  f ly  to  D a r m sta d t  
to  b e  d e m o b ilise d . T h e  C ircu s a t  th a t  
t im e  w a s  s ta t io n e d  a t  T e lle n c o u r t , b u t  
p o u r in g  ra in  k e p t  th e m  g ro u n d ed , a n d  
i t  w a s  n o t  u n ti l  th e  12 th  th a t  th e y  w e r e  
a b le  to  o b e y  th e ir  o rd ers a n d  ta k e -o f f  
for D a r m sta d t . B y  th e n  t h e y  h a d  lo s t  
a ll th e ir  a m m u n it io n , w h ic h  h a d  b een  
c o m m a n d e e r e d  b y  th e  r e tr e a t in g  G erm a n  
tro o p s  to  p ro v id e  a  g ig a n t ic  fir ew o r k  
d isp la y .

In  D a r m sta d t  th e y  le a r n e d  th e  b itter  
tr u th . T h e  G erm a n  A ir  S e r v ic e  w a s  to  
b e a b o lish e d , a n d  th e  C ircu s w a s  ord ered  
to  h a n d  o v e r  it s  ’p la n e s  to  a n  A m e r ic a n  
u n it  a t  S tra sb o u rg .

T o G o e r in g , th e  S q u a d r o n ’s  c o m 
m a n d e r , fe l l th e  sa d  ta s k  o f  w r it in g  th e  
la s t  e n tr y  in  th e  w a r  d ia ry  o f  th e  R ic h 
th o fe n  S q u a d ro n . In  its  s ix te e n  m o n t h s ’ 
e x is te n c e , th e  C ircus h a d  sc o r e d  6 4 0  
v ic to r ie s  fo r  th e  lo s s  o f  5 6  p ilo ts  k ille d  
a n d  5 2 0  o fficers  a n d  o th e r  r a n k s  w o u n d e d . 
F ifte e n  o ffice rs  h a d  b een  a w a rd ed  th e  
P our le M e r its , th e  h ig h e s t  d e c o r a t io n  a  
G erm a n  a ir m a n  co u ld  w in . I t  i s  a  
reco rd  th a t  th e  R ic h th o fe n  S q u a d ro n  
w h ic h  n o w  fo r m s  a  d is t in g u ish e d  p art  
o f  th e  G e rm a n  A ir  F o r c e  o f  to -d a y , ca n  
a n d  d o e s  lo o k  b a c k  u p o n  w ith  p rid e .

TH E ST O R Y  B E H IN D  TH E C O V E R :

T H IS  T R O O P -C A R R IE R  IS A L S O  A  B O M B ER

INTO th is  m o n th ’s  bold  cover p a in tin g  by  
S. R . D rig in , fly  tw o  B ristol B om bays, 

rep resentative o f th e  la test type o f bom ber- 
transport to  be adopted for th e  eq u ip m en t  
of th e  R oyal A ir  Force.

F o llow in g  th e  present vogu e in  B ritish  
m ilitary  a ircraft design , th e  B om b ay is  a  
m on oplan e th o u g h , bein g  of th e  h ig h -w in g  
type, it  shares w ith  th e  H arrow  an d  th e  
L ysander a  cer ta in  d istin ction  over th e  m ore  
com m on  lo w  a n d  m id d le-w in g  ty p es  n o w  in  
serv ice w ith  th e  R .A .F .

T h e fu se la g e  of th e  B om bay is  o f  m o n o -  
coque con stru ction , a  form  of b u ild in g  in  
which the m a in  loads in  th e  stru ctu re are  
taken by th e  “ s k i n ”  or outer covering  
of the fuselage. T he w in g s  an d  tw in -  
ruddered tail unit are of m eta l con stru ction , 
and h yd rau lica lly-operated  tra ilin g -ed ge  
flaps are fltted to the m ain  p lane to  a ssist  
in securing the lowest possible lan d in g  speed.

B om ber-transports, a s  a  c la ss , supersede  
th e  troop-carriers form erly  u sed  by th e  
R oyal A ir  Force, and m u st be equ ally  
adaptable for u se  a s  h eavy  bom bers or a s  
m ilitary  transport veh ic les . T h u s th e  B o m 
bay can  accom m od ate  tw en ty -fo u r  fu lly -  
arm ed so ld iers and a  crew  of th ree, or, w ith  
a  crew  o f four, can  carry a  very  su b stan tia l 
load  of bom bs, a ll stow ed  in tern a lly  and  
released  th rou gh  traps in  th e  fu se la g e  floor. 
In  eith er  cap acity  sh e  is  w e ll a b le  to  defend  
h erself a g a in st a ttack  b y e n e m y  aircraft 
for, in  add ition  to  a  m ech a n ic a lly  operated, 
rotatab le g u n -tu rret in  th e  n o se , th ere  is  
also  a  seco n d  gu n  p osition  in  a n  op en  cock p it  
a t th e  ex trem e en d  o f th e  fu se la g e , behind  
th e  ta il-u n it.

F u lly  loaded , th e  B om b ay w e ig h s  19 ,000  
lb ., and  it s  principal d im en sion s are a  span  
o f 96  feet, a  len g th  o f 67  fee t 9 in ch es, and  
a n  overall h eigh t of 16 feet.



1917 —
Roll? R o yce  Fa lco n  —

2 5 0  b .p .—  1 2 5  m .p.b.

1917  saw tbe advent 
of tbe Bristol Fighter 
wbiob helped fo torn 
The fide of The W a r 
in the A ir t> c o n 
tributed  fo R .F .C . 
t, R .A .F  supremacy 
until tbe A rm istice  
T h e  B i f f  continued in 
constant se rv ice  with tbe 
army co-operation squadrons
of the R .A .F  until 1 9 3 0 .

T h e  B r is to l B u lld o g  
a r r iv e d  in  1 9 2 7  and 
becam e the stand ard  

R .A .F  d a y - a n d - n ig b f  
fighter T b e  m a jo rity  of 

tbe f ig h te r squad
rons u se d  

the B u lld o g  
until its c o m 

parative ly re c e n t  
rep lacem en t by 

the G lo s te r G a u n t le t

1 9 2 7 -
B rjsto l Ju p ite r — 

4 5 0 b.p.— I75w .p .b

1 9 3 7  saw  the beginning
of a  third decade with the 
appearance of tbe B r is to l 
Blenheim  in m any new 
R .A .F . medium bomber squadrons. 
T b e  B lenhe im  is  tbe fastest bomber 
in se rv ice  in any a ir fo rc e  in 
the W orld .

1 9 3 8 -
2  B risto l M e rcu ry  —

8 4 0  b.p.— 2 8 0 m .p .b .
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From the leading ’plane, the astonished watchers saw something flung overboard. . . .

Colonel Blotten was under no Delusions as to his Own 
Importance, but there are Occasions when even Staff 
Officers need more than Brass Hats to Preserve their

Dignity

By M A JO R  L. S. M E TF O R D
(Late of No. 13 Squadron, R.F.C.)

CHAPTER I
A  Squadron is Caught Napping

“  I ^ T O B B Y  ”  C lark e b a n k e d  o v e r  
f V  th e  h a n g a r s  a t  tw o  h u n d r e d  

v  f e e t  to  m a k e  a n  u p -w in d  la n d in g .  
A s h e  c r a n e d  h is  n e c k  o v e r  th e  s id e  to  
m a k e  su r e  th a t  a l l  w a s  c le a r  b e lo w , h e  
cu r se d  u n d e r  h is  b r e a th , to o k  o ff th e  b a n k ,  
o p en ed  th e  th r o tt le  a n d  c lim b e d  h u r r ie d ly .

W h ic h  w a s  s tr a n g e , fo r  h e  h a d  b e e n  
o u t  fo r  o v e r  tw o  h o u r s  a n d  h e  w a s  
h u n g r y . A s  a  m a tte r  o f  fa c t ,  L ie u 
te n a n t  “ N o b b y ”  C larke, R .F .C ., w a s  
a lw a y s  h u n g r y . H e  a te  a t  a l l  t im e s  
a n d  in  a ll  p la c e s , a n d  w h e n  h e  w a s n ’t  
e a t in g , w h ic h  w a s  se ld o m , h e  w a s  s u c k in g  
b u l l ’s - e y e s — b r o w n  a n d  w h ite  s tr ip ed

a b o m in a t io n s  a b o u t  th e  s iz e  o f  a  g la s s  
“ a l l e y .”

H is  n ic k n a m e  w a s  a ll w r o n g . N ob b y  ? 
D e c id e d ly  n o t . T h ere  w a s n ’t  a  k n o b  
a b o u t h im . W ith  h is  f iv e  fe e t  n in e  a n d  
fo u r te e n  s to n e  h e  w a s  p r a c t ic a lly  sp h e r i
c a l . T u b b y  ? Y e s . B u t  a s  tr a d it io n  
d e c r e e s  th a t  a l l  C lark es a r e  “ N o b b y s ,”  
it  w a s  “  N o b b y  ”  th a t  C lark e b e c a m e .

A n d , o f  c o u r se , b e in g  th e  sh a p e  h e  
w a s , th e y  p u t h im  in  a  s c o u t .  H a d  h e  
b e e n  a b o u t  n in e  s to n e  a n d  a s  th in  a s  a  
r a il, h e  w o u ld  d o u b tle s s  h a v e  b e e n  
g iv e n  a  b o m b e r , a n d  t h e  b ig g e r  th e  
b ette r .

S tr a n g e ly  e n o u g h , c o n s id e r in g  th e  fa c t  
th a t  h e  w h e e z e d  a  l i t t le  w h e n  th e y  
c r a m m e d  h im  in  a n d  m u c h  w h e n  th e y
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AIR STORIES
le v e r e d  h im  o u t , h e  lik e d  s c o u ts . In  
fa c t , th e  ir r e p r e ss ib ly  c h e e r fu l C lark e  
lik e d  m o s t  th in g s  in  l i f e , a n d  h a te d  o n ly  
o n e . T h a t  o n e  h a tr e d  w a s  o f  b e in g  
la te  fo r  m e a ls , w h ic h  w a s  w h y  h e  w a s  
c u r s in g  n o w  a s  h e  s e t  h is  S o p w ith  C a m el 
c l im b in g  w h ile  h e  th o u g h t  th in g s  o u t.

I t  w a s  a  m a tte r  th a t  d e m a n d e d  se r io u s  
th in k in g , fo r , ju s t  a s  h e  w a s  c o m in g  
in  to  la n d , h e  h a d  c a u g h t  s ig h t  o f  a  
r o u n d  d o z e n  p ilo ts  lin e d  u p  in  fr o n t o f  
th e  h a n g a r s  w h ile  a  ta l l  a n d  v e r y  
d a p p er  in d iv id u a l s ta lk e d  u p  a n d  d o w n  
in  fr o n t o f  th e m , g e s t ic u la t in g  a n g r ily .  
N o b b y  d id  n o t  n e e d  to  g u e s s  a t  w h a t  
w a s  b e in g  sa id  b y  th is  v e r y  dap per o fficer  
w ith  th e  red  ta b s . H e  k n e w . A n d  
b e c a u s e  h e  k n e w , h e  lo o k e d  d o w n  d o le 
f u l ly  a t  h is  o r a n g e  a n d  m a u v e  p y ja m a -e d  
le g s .

D u r in g  th e  h o t  w e a th e r , it  h a d  b e c o m e  
a  h a b it  in  th e  S q u a d ro n  to  c o m m it  
a v ia t io n  in  p y ja m a s  w ith  a  tu n ic  th r o w n  
o v e r  th e  to p . I t  h a d , in  fa c t , b e c o m e  
q u ite  th e  th in g . M a jo r  S h a rp n e ss , w h o  
c o m m a n d e d  th e  S q u a d r o n , h a d  d o u b tle ss  
s ta r te d  it  a ll , q u ite  w ith o u t  p r e m e d ita tio n ,  
b y  te s t in g  th e  a ir  o n e  m o r n in g  in  p y ja m a s , 
g u m  b o o ts  a n d  a  B r it ish  w a r m  w ith  a  
red  m u ffler  t ie d  ro u n d  h is  n e c k . T h e  
o th e r  p ilo ts  o f  th e  S q u a d ro n  h a d  ta k e n  
to  h is  e x a m p le , a s  d u c k s  to  w a te r .  
T h e  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  s u c h  lig h t  a t t ir e  
w e r e  m a n y  : c o o ln e s s , a n  ex tr a  t e n
m in u t e s ’ s le e p  b e fo r e  ta k in g -o ff , fr e e d o m  
o f  a c t io n  w ith  c o n tr o ls  a n d  m a c h in e -  
g u n , a n d  o th e r s  o f  n o  le s s  o b v io u s  
m e r it .

U n fo r tu n a te ly , th e  w e a r in g  o f  th is  
n o n d e sc r ip t  a n d  h ig h ly  u n m ilita r y  r a i
m e n t  w a s  n o w , o ff ic ia lly , a  th in g  o f  th e  
p a st , a n d  h a d  b e e n  e v e r  s in c e  a  v is it in g  
‘ * b r a s s -h a t  ’ ’— th e  s a m e  w h o m  N o b b y  
h a d  ju s t  o b se rv ed  b e n e a th  h im , a r r iv in g ,  
u n h e r a ld e d , u p o n  th e  a ero d ro m e— h a d  
p u t  w h a t  is  c o m m o n ly  k n o w n  a s  th e  
“ k ib o sh  ”  o n  it.

T h e  C o lo n e l h a d  fir st tu r n e d  s e a -  
g r e e n  a n d  th e n  p u r p le  a b o u t th e  g il ls ,  
a s  h e  w itn e s se d  th e  d e s c e n t  o f  h a lf  a  
d o z e n  p a irs  o f  r a in b o w -h u e d  le g s  fr o m  
a n  e q u a l n u m b e r  o f  r e tu r n in g  ’p la n e s .

N o b b y  g r in n e d  r e f le c t iv e ly  a s  h e  r e 
c a lle d  p a r t o f  th e  e n s u in g  le c tu r e  :

‘ * D is g r a c e fu l. P -p -p o s it iv e ly  in 
d e c e n t ,”  th e  C o lo n e l h a d  sp lu tte r e d  in  
r ig h te o u s  in d ig n a t io n . ‘ ‘ H o w  w o u ld  
y o u , y o u n g  m a n ,”  h e  h a d  d e m a n d e d , 
tu r n in g  h is  m o n o c le  u p o n  N ob b y  w h o s e  
n e th e r  g a r m e n ts  h a b itu a lly  r iv a lle d  
J o s e p h ’s  c o a t  o f  m a n y  c o lo u r s . “  H o w  
w o u ld  y o u  lik e  to  b e  ca p tu r e d  in  y o u r  
p y ja m a s  ? ”

“ I ’d h a te  it ,  s i r ,”  th a t  y o u n g  g e n t le 
m a n  h a d  rep lied  w ith  p er fec t  c a n d o u r  ; 
“  E ith e r  w ith  o r  w ith o u t  ’e m , s ir .”

‘ ‘ A n d  th in k  o f  th e  e ffe c t  o n  th e  
G e rm a n  m o r a le ,”  th e  S ta ff O fficer h a d  
c o n t in u e d , ig n o r in g  N o b b y  a n d  tu r n in g  
to  M a jo r  S h a r p n e ss , w h o  w a s  s im ila r ly  
a ttir e d . “ T h e y ’d th in k  w e  c o u ld  n o t  
a ffo rd  to  c lo th e  o u r  tr o o p s . S c a n d a lo u s , 
g e n t le m e n  1 ”  h e  h a d  c o n c lu d e d  w r a th -  
fu lly , * ‘ P -p -p e r fe c t ly  s c a n d a lo u s . S ee  
th a t  it  d o e s  n o t  o c c u r  a g a in .”

B u t  th e  m a tte r  h a d  n e v e r  a p p ea red  in  
O rders, a n d  th e  h a r d -b itte n  li t t le  
sq u a d r o n -c o m m a n d e r , w h o  h a d  h is  o w n  
id e a s  a b o u t d is c ip lin e , a s  h e  h a d  a b o u t  
m o s t  o th e r  th in g s ,  h a d  c o n t in u e d  to  
ta k e  th e  a ir  a s  b e fo re , a  fa s h io n  fo l
lo w e d  w ith o u t  c o m m e n t  b y  th e  r e s t  o f  
h is  p ilo ts .

IT  a p p ea red  to  N o b b y  C lark e, c ir c lin g  
w a r ily  o v e r h e a d , th a t  th e  v is i t  h a d  

n o w  b e e n  r e p e a te d  a n d  th a t  th e  b o y s  
h a d  b een  c a u g h t , m e ta p h o r ic a lly  s p e a k 
in g , b y  th e  s h o r t  h a ir s .

B e in g  u n m in d fu l to  sh a r e  th e  sa m e  
fa te , a n d  b r e a k fa s t  b e in g  d is t in c t ly  in d i
c a te d , h e  th e r e u p o n  d ec id ed  t h a t  a  
tw e lv e -m ile  j a u n t  o v e r  to  N o . 135  
S q u a d r o n ’s  h o sp ita b le  m e s s  w o u ld  b e  
in  ord er . W h a t  li t t le  h e  h ad  o b se rv ed  
o n  h is  sh o r t  r e c o n n a is s a n c e  c o u ld  b e  
te le p h o n e d  th r o u g h  to  th e  fr ie n d ly  
R e c o r d in g  O fficer— it  w a s  n e g a t iv e  a n y 
w a y — a n d  h e  c o u ld  re tu r n  h o m e  a t  
le isu r e  o n  r e p le t io n , w h e n  th e  “  s tr a fe  ”  
w a s  o v er .

S till h a v in g  a m p le  fu e l in  h is  ta n k s ,  
h e  p u t o n  a  l i t t le  r ig h t  ru d d er a n d  p u lled  
th e  s t ic k  to w a r d s  h im . G r in n in g  c h e e r 
fu lly  to  h im s e lf  a t  th e  th o u g h t  th a t  so m e  
t e n  m in u te s  w o u ld  b r in g  h im  w ith in  
s ig h t  o f  s u s te n a n c e — a n d  N o . 13 5  h a d  a  
r e p u ta t io n  fo r  b o u n t ifu l fa re— h e  c a r 
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ried  o n , lu s t i ly  s h o u t in g  th a t  b it  a b o u t  
"  A n y  T im e ’s  K iss in g  T im e  ”  fr o m  
“  C hu C hin  C h o w ,”  a  s h o w  w h ic h  h e  
h ad  w itn e s se d  fo r  th e  fo u r th  t im e  d u r in g  
h is  la s t  le a v e . H e  h ad  ju s t  r e a c h e d  th e  
' ‘ A  ”  s o m e w h e r e  u p  in  th e  treb le  o n  
w h ic h  h e  u su a l ly  cra c k e d , w h e n  h e  w a s  
s ta r tled  b y  a n  e c h o in g  r a ttle  b eh in d  h im  
w h ic h  h e  r e c o g n ise d  o n ly  to o  w e ll .

W ith  h is  m o u th  s t ill  o p e n  o n  th e  
u n fo r tu n a te  “ A , ”  h e  f lu n g  th e  ’p la n e  
o n  to  a  w in g - t ip  in s t in c t iv e ly ,  a n d  
s lith e r e d  d o w n w a r d s . T u r n in g , h e  w a s  
ju s t  in  t im e  to  s e e  a  R o la n d  b e a r in g  
d o w n  u p o n  h im , a n d  to  s lip  a s id e  a s  
o r a n g e  f la s h e s  flick ered  a t  it s  tw in  
S p a n d a u  m u z z le s .  H e  c o r k sc r e w e d  u p 
w a rd s, a ll  th o u g h ts  o f  * ‘ C hu  C hin  
C h ow  ”  a n d  b r e a k fa s t  g o n e  fr o m  h is  
m in d , a n d  in te n t  o n ly  o n  d o w n in g  th e  
R o la n d  w h ic h  h a d  a tta c k e d  h im  so  
u n e x p e c te d ly  fa r  in s id e  th e  B r it ish  lin e s .

F or a  w h ile , n e ith e r  p ilo t  s e e m e d  to  
g a in  a n y  a d v a n ta g e  o v er  th e  o th e r  u n ti l ,  
w ith  a  s w if t  tu r n  w h ic h  to o k  h is  o p p o n e n t  
u n a w a r e s , N ob b y  C larke g o t  in  a  sh o r t  
b u rst. W h e th e r  it  d id  a n y  h a r m  or  n o t  
h e  w a s  u n a b le  to  ju d g e , b u t th e  G e rm a n  
p ilo t  d iv ed  s te e p ly , b a n k e d  o v e r  in  th e  
o p p o site  d ir e c t io n  to  th a t  w h ic h  N o b b y  
h a d  e x p e c te d , a n d  a n  in s ta n t  la te r  h a d  
z o o m e d  u p w a r d s  a n d  g o t  o n  to  h is  ta il .  
T h e n  b e g a n  th e  m o s t  s tr e n u o u s  s in g le -  
h a n d ed  d u e l N o b b y  e v e r  re m e m b e r e d  to  
h a v e  ta k e n  p a r t in . A  f ir s t -c la s s  p ilo t  
a n d  a  d e a d ly  s h o t  w ith  a  m a c h in e -g u n ,  
h e  w a s  q u ic k  to  r e c o g n ise  th a t  in  th is  
a d v ersa ry  h e  h a d  m e t  o n e  w h o  k n e w  a s  
m u c h  a b o u t  th e  g a m e  a s  h e  d id  h im s e lf  
— p erh a p s, h e  d ec id ed  h u r r ie d ly  a s  h e  
sk id ded  in  th e  n ic k  o f  t im e  to  a v o id  a  
w e ll-d ir e c te d  b u rst, a  sh a d e  m o r e .

A  m o m e n t  la te r  h e  s m e lle d  s o m e 
th in g  b u r n in g , a n d  if  th e r e  w a s  o n e  
th in g  N o b b y  r e a lly  fea red , it  w a s  fire  in  
th e  a ir . H e  h a d  s e e n  m u c h  o f  it  d u r in g  
th e  t im e  h e  h a d  b e e n  in  F r a n c e  a n d  h e  
h a d  b r o u g h t  d o w n  m o r e  th a n  o n e  
* ‘ f la m er  ’ ’ h im s e lf ,  b u t h e  h a d  a lw a y s  
fe lt  h is  h a ir  c r in k le  o n  th e  b a c k  o f  h is  
n e c k  w h e n  h e  h a d  b een  resp o n s ib le  fo r  
th e m . N o r  did it  se e m  to  m a k e  m u c h  
d iffere n c e  w h e th e r  it  w e r e  o n e  o f  th e  
F lig h t  o r  o n e  o f  th e  * ‘ O th er s  ’ ’ w h o

w a s  b r o u g h t  d o w n . H e  a lw a y s  fe lt  
s ic k  a n d  fa in t  a t  th e  s ig h t .

I t  w a s , th e r e fo r e , w ith  c o n s id e r a b le  
a p p r e h e n s io n  th a t  h e  sn iffe d  th e  ta in te d  
a tm o sp h e r e , w o n d e r in g  w h e r e  th e  sm e ll  
co u ld  c o m e  fr o m . H is  e n g in e  w a s  r u n 
n in g  p e r fe c t ly  ; th e r e  w a s  n o  p etro l 
fr o m  a  p u n c tu re d  ta n k  or  b ro k en  fe e d 
lin e  o n  th e  flo o r  ; n o r , in d eed , d id  it  
sm e ll l ik e  fire  c a u se d  b y  p e tro l.

T h e n  h e  n o t ic e d  th a t  h is  o p p o n e n t  
w a s  n o  lo n g e r  u s in g  h im  a s  a  ta r g e t  ; 
in  fa c t , to  h is  e n o r m o u s  su rp r ise , h e  
s a w  h im  m a n o eu v re  h is  m a c h in e  c lo se  
a lo n g s id e  a n d  m a k e  e n e r g e t ic  g e s tu r e s  
to w a r d s  th e  ta il o f  th e  B r it ish  ’p la n e . 
M ig h tily  p u z z le d , N o b b y  m a n a g e d  to  
c r a n e  h is  h e a d  ro u n d , a n d  h is  h e a r t  
m isse d  tw o  or th r e e  b e a ts  a s  h e  sa w , 
fr o m  th e  o u te r  co rn er  o f  h is  le f t -h a n d  
g o g g le , th a t  a  li t t le  p lu m e  o f  sm o k e  w a s  
s lip p in g  ru d d erw a rd s in  th e  p ro p e ller  
w a sh .

CHAPTER II 
Fire in the Air

WIT H  a  q u ic k  g la n c e  a t  h is  a lt i
m e te r , N o b b y  C lark e tu g g e d  a t  

h is  b e lt .  C a lc u la tin g  sh r e w d ly , h e  c lo se d  
th e  th r o tt le  a  tr ifle  a s  h e  s lip p ed  th e  p in  
fr o m  h is  b e lt .

S q u ir m in g  a n d  s tr u g g lin g , h e  a t  la s t  
m a n a g e d  to  tu r n  ro u n d  in  h is  s e a t ,  
le a v in g  th e  ’p la n e  to  i t s  o w n  d e v ic e s . 
W r e n c h in g  a n d  te a r in g , h e  su c c e e d e d  
in  fo r c in g  h is  h e a d  a n d  s h o u ld e r s  b e tw e e n  
th e  c r o s s -b r a c in g  w ir e s  b e h in d  h is  s e a t  ; 
a  fe a t  h e  w a s  n e v e r  a fte r w a r d s  a b le  
e ith e r  to  e x p la in  or  d u p lic a te , d esp ite  
m a n y  a t te m p ts .

S tr e tc h e d  a t  fu ll  le n g th , w ith  h is  f e e t  
o u ts id e  th e  c o c k p it , h e  fo u n d  a  lit t le  
f la m e  lic k in g  a lo n g  th e  to p  lo n g e r o n  
a n d  j u s t  b e y o n d  h is  r e a c h . H e  to r e  o ff  
h is  f ly in g -c a p  a n d  b e a t  a t  i t  m a d ly ,  
s h a t te r in g  h is  g o g g le s . T h e n  h e  b e g a n  
to  c o u g h  a s  th e  s m o k e  c h a n g e d  d ire c
t io n  a n d  b le w  in to  h is  fa c e . C h o k in g  
a n d  h a lf-b lin d e d , h e  r e a lise d  th a t  th e  
’p la n e  m u s t  b e  s lip p in g  d o w n  ta il- f ir s t , 
h e n c e  th e  c h a n g e d  d ir e c t io n  o f  th e  
sm o k e . H e  w o n d er ed  d u lly  h o w  fa r  h e  
w a s  s t i l l  a b o v e  th e  g r o u n d , b u t  th is
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s e e m e d  u n im p o r ta n t  c o m p a r e d  w ith  th e  
p r o b le m  o f  q u e n c h in g  th e  f la m e s .

A  fin a l, d esp e ra te  e x e r t io n  a n d  h e  
m a n a g e d  to  r e a c h  th e  f la m e  w ith  a  
lu c k y  f lic k  o f  h is  c a p . B u t  th e  li t t le  
red  f lo w er  b lo o m e d  a g a in  a n d  a g a in ,  
a n d  it  s e e m e d  a g e s  b e fo r e  h e  h a d  i t  
r e a lly  o u t.

F o r  a  f e w  se c o n d s  N o b b y  C larke la y  
r e la x e d  ; s o m e t im e s  o n  h is  s to m a c h ,  
s o m e t im e s  o n  h is  b a c k  a n d  a g a in  o n  o n e  
s id e  or th e  o th e r  a s  t h e  ’p la n e  g y ra ted  
m a d ly  a n d  u n c o n tr o lle d  a b o u t  th e  sk y . 
T h e n , th e  fir st a w fu l d a n g e r  o v e r c o m e ,  
a  s e c o n d  c o n fr o n te d  h im  : th a t  o f  m a k in g  
a  s a fe  la n d in g  or, a lte r n a tiv e ly , c a r r y in g  
o n  th e  sc r a p , fo r  h e  h a d  su d d e n ly  re a lise d  
th a t  s o m e w h e r e  n e a r b y  a  g e n t le m a n  in  
a  R o la n d  d o u b tle ss  a w a ite d  h is  re a p 
p e a r a n c e — th o u g h  w h y  h e  h a d  h e ld  
h is  fir e  fo r  so  lo n g , d e fe a te d  h im  e n tir e ly .

N o b b y  tr ied  to  e d g e  b a ck w a r d s , b u t  
fo u n d  it  im p o ss ib le . H e  s e e m e d  to  b e  
s tr e a m lin e d  th e  w r o n g  w a y . M e a n w h ile ,  
th e  m u ffled  so u n d  o f  th e  e n g in e  d in n e d  
in  h is  ea rs , la b o u r in g  h e a v ily  o n e  m o m e n t  
a s  if  th e  ’p la n e  w e r e  c l im b in g  s te e p ly , 
a n d  r is in g  a g a in  to  a  sh r ill  s c r e a m  a s  th e  
c r a ft  d iv ed  e a r th w a r d s .

I t  w a s  o n  o n e  o f  th e s e  la tte r  o c c a s io n s ,  
w h e n  th e  ’p la n e  w a s  d iv in g  o n  its  b a c k , 
t h a t  N o b b y  fe lt  th e  p ressu r e  s l ig h t ly  
r e la x . I t  w a s  p ro b a b ly  d u e  to  th e  p u ll  
o f  g r a v ity  a t  h is  f e e t  a n d  to  th e  fa c t  
t h a t  h is  b a c k  w a s  n o w  p r e s s in g  a g a in s t  
t h e  b a se  o f  th e  t r ia n g le  fo r m e d  b y  tw o  
c r o s s -b r a c in g  w ir e s  a n d  a n  in te r -lo n g e r o n  
s tr u t , in s te a d  o f  h is  tu m m y  b e in g  f ir m ly  
w e d g e d  in  th e  a p e x , a s  w h e n  th e  ’p la n e  
w a s  f ly in g  r ig h t s id e  u p .

E x e r tin g  a ll  th e  s tr e n g th  h e  c o u ld  
m u s te r  in  h is  c o n s tr ic te d  q u a rters , N ob b y  
a r c h e d  h is  b a c k  a n d  fo r c e d  h is  b o d y  
d o w n w a r d s . T h ere  w a s  a  su d d en  rep o rt  
— la te r  th e y  fo u n d  th e  in te r -lo n g e r o n  
s tr u t  h a d  sn a p p ed — a n d  h e  slip p ed  fr e e .  
W ith  a n  a g il ity  n o n e  w o u ld  ev er  h a v e  
su sp e c te d  h im  o f  p o s s e s s in g , h e  fe l l  
b a c k  in to  h is  se a t , to o k  o n e  h a s ty  g la n c e  
o v e r  th e  s id e , a n d  g a v e  h im s e lf  u p  for lo s t .

R u s h in g  p a st  a n d  to w a r d s  h im — h e  
w a s  n ev er  a fte r w a r d s  q u ite  c e r ta in  w h ic h ,  
or if  it  w e r e  n o t  b o th  to g e th e r — w a s  a  
g r e e n  fie ld  : so  c lo s e  th a t  i t  s e e m e d  h e

h a d  o n ly  to  s tr e tc h  fo r th  a h a n d  a n d  th e  
g r a s s  w o u ld  r ip p le  b e tw e e n  h is  f in g e r s .  
C o n fu sed , a n d  w ith  h is  h e a d  s p in n in g  
fr o m  th e  sm o k e  a n d  h is  e x e r t io n s , h e  
e a se d  th e  s t ic k  b a c k  in s t in c t iv e ly , w h ile  
h is  o th e r  h a n d  sh o v e d  o p e n  th e  th r o tt le  
to  g iv e  m o r e  e f fe c t  to  th e  su p p o r t in g  
s u r fa c e s .

T h e  g r e e n  e x p a n se , n o w  h o rr ib ly  c lo se ,  
r e lu c ta n tly  g a v e  p la c e  to  b lu e  s k y .  
N o b b y  to o k  o n e  h a s ty  g la n c e  r o u n d , s a w  
a  c le a r  sp o t  a n d  p r o m p tly  c u t  th e  e n g in e  
s w itc h . H e  fe lt  th e  w h e e ls  b u m p  s lig h t ly ,  
e a se d  th e  s t ic k  fo rw a rd  to  d a m p e n  th e  
reb o u n d , a n d  s a n k  b a c k  w ith  c lo se d  
e y e s , p e r sp ira tio n  s tr e a m in g  d o w n  h is  
fa c e .

NO B B Y  C L A R K E  w a s  n e v e r  a b le  to  
sa y  h o w  lo n g  h e  re m a in e d  in  h is  

s tu p o r  o f  e x h a u s t io n , b u t h e  w a s  q u ite  
e m p h a t ic  th a t  if  li fe  a n d  fr e e d o m  h a d  
d ep en d ed  u p o n  h is  o p e n in g  h is  e y e s  a n d  
d o in g  s o m e th in g  a b o u t  it , d e a th  or c a p tu r e  
w o u ld  a ssu r e d ly  h a v e  b e e n  h is  lo t .

In  fa c t , i t  w a s  th e  u n e x p e c te d  s o u n d  
o f  a  v o ic e  b e s id e  h im  w h ic h  w o k e  h im  
fr o m  h is  d a ze .

“ N ic e  w o r k , m y  f r ie n d ,”  rem a r k e d  
th e  v o ic e ,  a lm o s t  in  h is  ea r . ' ‘ V e r y  
n ic e ly  d o n e  in d e e d .”

N o b b y  C larke o p en ed  h is  e y e s  s lo w ly ,  
in c u r io u s ly . T u r n in g  h is  h e a d , h e  s a w  
a  fa c e  fro m  w h ic h  th e  g o g g le s  h a d  
b e e n  lifte d  to  t h e  f ly in g -c a p , s m ilin g  a t  
h im  a p p r o v in g ly .

H e  le a n e d  to w a r d s  th e  sp e a k e r  a n d  
s lo w ly  g r in n ed  b a c k .

“  A  sp o t o f  lu c k , w h a t  ? ”  h e  c r o a k e d  
h o a r s e ly , fo r  h is  lu n g s  w e r e  s t ill s m o k e 
la d e n . ‘ ' H o w  th e  b la z e s  it  h a p p e n e d , 
I ’m  h a n g e d  i f  I  k n o w . G iv e  m e  a  h a n d ,  
w ill  y o u  ? I t ’s  a  p r e tty  t ig h t  fit in  h e r e .”  

T h e  n e w c o m e r  s w u n g  h im s e lf  a s tr id e  
th e  fu se la g e  a n d  N o b b y  fe lt  m u sc u la r  
a r m s  b e n e a th  h is  sh o u ld e r s .

A  c o u p le  o f  m in u te s  la te r  h e  w a s  o n  
th e  g r o u n d , le a n in g  a g a in s t  th e  s id e  o f  
th e  fu se la g e . H e  fu m b le d  fo r  c ig a r e t te s  
a n d  h e ld  o u t  h is  c a s e .

‘ ‘ H a v e  a  g a sp e r  ? ”  h e  in v ite d  ; th e n  
a s  h e  s a w  th e  m a n  b e fo r e  h im  in  fu ll  
d e ta il fo r  th e  f ir s t  t im e , h e  c lo se d  th e  
c a s e  w ith  a  sn a p .
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"  A  H u n  ! ”  h e  b lu r ted . “  H o w  th e  

d ev il d id  y o u  g e t  h e r e  ? Y o u  su r ren d er , 
o f  c o u r se  ? ”

T h e  s m ile , w h ic h  a  m o m e n t  b e fo r e  
h a d  lit  th e  s tr a n g e r ’s  fa c e , v a n is h e d .

“  P le a s e  n o t  to  u se  th a t  w o r d  a g a in ,”  
h e  sn a p p e d . “ I t  is  n o t  w h a t  o n e  
g e n t le m a n  e x p e c ts  fr o m  a n o th e r .”

N ob b y  f e l t  h is  fa c e  red d en . A fte r  
a ll , th e  fe l lo w  h a d  h e lp e d  h im , a n d  
se e m e d  a  d e c e n t  so r t .

“ S o r r y ,”  h e  m u m b le d . “ F o r c e  o f  
h a b it, y o u  k n o w . B u t  h o w  d id  y o u  g e t  
h ere  ? ”

T h e  G e r m a n  p ilo t  p o in te d  a c r o s s  th e  
fie ld  to  w h e r e  a  tr im  b ip la n e , it s  e n g in e  
t ic k in g  o v e r , w a s  fa c in g  u p -w in d , e v i 
d e n tly  r e a d y  fo r  a  q u ic k  ta k e -o f f .

“ A  R o l a n d ! ”  e x c la im e d  N o b b y  
b la n k ly . ‘ ‘ W h y , I w a s  h a v in g  a  scra p  
w ith  o n e  . . . ”  h e  b rok e o ff su d d e n ly .
‘ ' W e r e  y o u  th e  fe l lo w  I w a s  sp a r r in g  
w ith  ? ”  h e  d em a n d e d  w ith  a  th in  s m ile .

T h e  G e r m a n  b o w e d  s l ig h t ly — m o c k 
in g ly  it  a lm o s t  s e e m e d — fr o m  th e  w a is t .

“ I h a d  th a t  h o n o u r ,”  h e  rep lied . 
“  I la n d e d  fo r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  o ffe r in g  
m y  a p o lo g ie s  fo r  s e tt in g  fire  to  y o u r  
a e r o p la n e . N o r m a lly , I sh o u ld  n o t  a p o lo 
g is e , b u t I h a d  b e e n  drachen— y o u  k n o w ,  
b a llo o n  ‘ s tr a f in g  ’, ”  h e  c o n t in u e d . “  I 
c a n  o n ly  a s s u m e  th a t  a n  in c e n d ia r y  
b u lle t  w a s  a c c id e n ta lly  p la c e d  in  th e  
b e lt  b y  a  c a r e le s s  lo a d er . W ith  m y  
a p o lo g ie s— w h ic h  I tr u st  y o u  w ill  d o  
m e  th e  p o lite n e s s  to  a c c e p t— I p roffer  
y o u  m y  s in c e r e  c o n g r a tu la t io n s  o n  y o u r  
fo r tu n a te  e s c a p e .”

W h ile  h e  h a d  b e e n  sp e a k in g  in  th e  
p a in s ta k in g ly  a c c u r a te  E n g lis h  o f  th e  
e d u c a te d , h ig h -c a s te  G erm a n , N o b b y  w a s  
r eg a r d in g  h im  w ith  in te r e s t . I t  w a s  n o t  
so  m u c h  t h e  w o r d s  h e  u tte r e d , th o u g h  
th e y  w e r e  su r p r is in g  e n o u g h  in  th e  c ir 
c u m s ta n c e s , b u t th e  in d iv id u a l h im s e lf  
w h o  in te r e s te d  h im . W h e n  h e  h a d  
f in ish e d , N o b b y  h e ld  o u t  h is  h a n d  :

“  I ’m  p ro b a b ly  g u ilty  o f  fr a te r n is in g  
w ith  th e  e n e m y , a n d  d u e  to  b e  s h o t  a t  
d a w n , a n d  a ll th a t , ’ ’ h e  rem a r k e d , ‘ ‘ b u t  
a ll th e  s a m e  I ’d lik e  to  s a y  y o u ’re  a  
d arn ed  g o o d  s p o r ts m a n .”

T h e  o th e r  d rew  h im s e lf  u p  s t if f ly  to  a t t e n 
t io n , th e n  h e  c lic k e d  h is  h e e ls  a n d  b o w e d .

* ‘ I h a v e  th e  h o n o u r  to  in tr o d u c e  
m y s e lf  : th e  L e u tn a n t  C o u n t E ite l v o n  
D o r tm u s s e ,”  h e  a n n o u n c e d .

S u d d en  a s to n is h m e n t  s h o w e d  in  
N o b b y ’s  e y e s , th e n , a ls o  c o m in g  to  
a tte n t io n , h e  g a v e  a  v e r y  fa ir  im ita t io n  
o f  b o th  th e  c l ic k  a n d  th e  b o w .

‘ * C o m e o ff th e  h ig h  h o r se , D o r m o u s e ,”  
h e  g r in n e d . “ D o n ’t  y o u  rem e m b e r  
m e  ? ”

V o n  D o r tm u ss e  s ta r te d  in  su r p r ise , 
th e n  p eere d  in to  th e  E n g lis h m a n ’s  fa c e .  
A  s m ile  o f  r e c o g n it io n  lig h te d  u p  h is  
r a th er  s a tu r n in e  fe a tu r e s  a n d  h e  c la p p ed  
h im  o n  th e  sh o u ld e r s  w ith  b o th  h a n d s  :

“  N o b b ee  C l a r k e ! ”  h e  p r o c la im e d .
‘ ‘ N o b b ee  C lark e ! G o tt im  H im m el. 
N o b b e e — a n d  to  th in k  I tr ie d  to  s h o o t  
y o u  d o w n  ! F o r g iv e  m e , d ea r  fr ien d . 
A c h , leider I  T h is  w a r — th a t  m a k e s  u s  
k ill o u r  fr ie n d s . I t  is  te r r ib le  ! ”

“ N ev er  m in d , o ld  t h in g ,”  N ob b y  
re m in d e d  h im , “  I tr ied  to  do  th e  sa m e  
to  y o u . I t ’s a  lo n g  w a y  fr o m  . . . ”

“ . . . T ip p e r a r y ,”  in te r p o se d  th e  G er
m a n  q u ic k ly  a n d  w ith  e v id e n t  p rid e.

“ W e l l— y e s ,”  a g r e e d  N o b b y , “ b u t  
I w a s  g o in g  to  sa y  B r a s e n o s e . I k n e w  
w e ’d m e t  s o m e w h e r e  a s  s o o n  a s  I 
sp o tte d  th a t  b e a k  o f  y o u r s , b u t I d id n ’t  
th in k  o f  p r e -W a r  O xford  fo r  th e  m o m e n t .  
L o o k  h e r e , o ld  b e a n , w il l  y o u  le n d  m e  
y o u r  tr o u se r s  fo r  a  fe w  m in u te s  ? ’ ’
“  T l ^ Y — m y  t r o u s e r s ? ”  g a sp e d  th e  

l ’ l a s t o n i s h e d  G e rm a n . “ D id  y o u  
s a y  trousers?  ”

' * Y e s — so  I c a n  g o  a n d  h a v e  b rea k 
fa s t . T h is  is  r e a lly  a  m o s t  p r o v id e n tia l  
m e e t in g . I ’ll le t  y o u  h a v e  ’e m  b a c k  ; 
h o n o u r  b r ig h t I w i l l .”

“ I d o  n o t  u n d e r sta n d , N o b b ee . W e  
a r e  m e n  n o w , n o t  u n d e r g r a d u a te  s tu d e n ts .  
M y tr o u se r s  ? I s  it  a  jo k e  ? ”

* ‘ N o t  b y  a  d a sh ed  lo n g  w a y . S top  
th a t  r e v o lv in g  b it o f  o ld  ir o n  o f  y o u r s  
fo r  a  m in u te  an d  I ’ll t e l l  y o u  a  s to ry . 
I ’ll sp in  y o u r  prop , fo r  y o u  w h e n  y o u  
w a n t  to  b e e tle  o ff a g a in .”

“ B u t  a m  I n o t  y o u r  p r i s o n e r ? ”  
a sk e d  th e  G e rm a n  ir o n ic a lly .

“  S h u t  u p . D o n ’t  b e  a n  a s s ,”  N o b b y  
la u g h e d .

T o g e th e r , th e y  w a lk e d  o v er  to  th e  
t«5
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R o la n d  w h ile  v o n  D o r tm u ss e  sw itc h e d  
o ff, N o b b y  e x a m in in g  th e  ’p la n e  c u r io u s ly  
m e a n w h ile , s in c e  it  w a s  th e  fir st t im e  
h e  h a d  s e e n  o n e  o f  th is  ty p e  a t  c lo se  
q u a r te r s .

* ‘ N o w  l i s t e n ,’ ’ h e  e x p la in e d . * ‘ W e ’v e  
g o t  a  p a r tic u la r ly  p o is o n o u s  S ta ff O fficer  
o v e r  a t  o u r  a e r o d r o m e . T h is  is , o f  
c o u r s e , tr e a s o n  a n d  Itse m ajeste  a m o n g s t  
o th e r  th in g s , b u t i t ’s  tr u e  a ll  th e  s a m e .”

A n d  h e  g a v e  h is  n e w ly - fo u n d  fr ien d  a  
b r ie f  r e su m e  o f  th e  e v e n ts  w h ic h  h a d  
le d  u p  to  h is  r e q u e s t  fo r  th e  te m p o r a r y  
lo a n  o f  h is  tr o u se r s .

“ Y o u  s e e , D o r m o u se , I ’m  d a sh ed  
h u n g r y — fa m ish e d , in  fa c t— a n d  I w a s  
o n  m y  w a y  to  b rek k er  w h e n  y o u  s e t  m y  
’b u s  o n  fire . I r e a lly  th in k  y o u  o u g h t  
to  le n d  ’e m  to  m e  in  th e  c ir c s . ’ ’

“ H u n g r y ? ”  sm ile d  v o n  D o r tm u sse  
r e m in is c e n t ly . ‘ ‘ W h y , o f  c o u r se , y o u  
a lw a y s  w e r e . C o m e ; I h a v e  s o m e  
c h o c o la te .  I w ill  g iv e  i t  to  y o u . N o t  
g o o d  c h o c o la te , y o u  k n o w . T o o  l i t t le  
s u g a r . Y o u r  b lo c k a d e  s e e s  to  t h a t .”

H e  d iv ed  in to  th e  ’p la n e ’s  t in y  lo c k e r  
a n d  th e y  sh a r ed  a  s la b  o f  a lm o s t  t a s t e 
le s s  c h o c o la te  w h ils t  th e y  c h a tte d .

* ‘ W e ll,  w h a t  a b o u t  th e  tr o u se r s  ? ’ ’ 
in s is te d  N ob b y .

* ‘ S icherlich  n ic h t ,”  th e  G e rm a n  s h o o k  
h is  h e a d  d e c is iv e ly . “  ‘ N o th in g  d o in g ,’ 
a s  y o u  w o u ld  s a y . A c h  ; it  b r in g s  b a c k  
o ld  t im e s  to  ta lk  E n g lis h  a g a in . W e  
w ill  ta lk  o f  s o m e th in g  e ls e — h e in ?  ”

“  W e ll, i f  y o u  w o n ’t  le n d  ’e m  to  m e ,  
y o u  w o n ’t . I h a r d ly  e x p e c te d  y o u  to ,  
a n y w a y ,”  g r in n e d  N o b b y , in g e n u o u s ly ,  
“ b u t I ’ll t e l l  y o u  w h a t  y o u  c a n  d o . 
H o w ’s  th e  t im e  ? ”  H e  g la n c e d  a t  h is  
w r is t  w a tc h . “ D a r n  i t ;  th e  t h in g ’s  
s to p p e d , a n d  n o  w o n d e r .”  H e  h e ld  i t  
to  h is  ea r  a n d  lo o k e d  su r p r ised . * ‘ N o  
i t  h a s n ’t .  D ’y o u  m e a n  to  te l l  m e  i t ’s  
o n ly  a b o u t a  q u a r te r  o f  a n  h o u r  s in c e  
w e — er— ta n g le d , a s  i t  w e r e  ? ”

“  ‘ T a n g le d ’ is  n e w  to  m e , b u t I s e e  
w h a t  y o u  m e a n . Y e s  ; I sh o u ld  s a y  
th a t  is  r ig h t ,”  t h e  G e rm a n  a g r e e d .  
“  A n d  n o w  w h a t  is  it  y o u  w is h  o f  m e ,  
m y  o ld  fr ien d , fo r  I m u s t  g o  b e fo re  s o m e  
o f  y o u r  c o m p a n io n s  a r r iv e .”

t o r  a  sp a c e  o f  p e r h a p s  a  c o u p le  o f  
m in u te s  or  so , th e  tw o  a ir m e n — fr ie n d s

fo r  a  f e w  y e a r s , t h e n  e n e m ie s  b y  fo r c e  
o f  c ir c u m sta n c e s , a n d  n o w  a llie d  a g a in  
fo r  a  b r ie f m o m e n t— h a tc h e d  o u t  a  
p r e tty  li t t le  p lo t, w ith  a ll th e  e n jo y m e n t  
o f  tw o  s c h o o lb o y s  p la n n in g  th e  b e d e v il
m e n t  o f  a n  u n p o p u la r  fo r m -m a s te r .

CHAPTER m  
A Colonel has Cold Knees

QU A R T E R  o f  a n  h o u r  la te r , a  G e rm a n  
a ir c r a ft , c lo s e ly  p u rsu ed  y e t  n e v e r  

q u ite  o v e r ta k e n  b y  a  C am el w ith  th e  
B r itish  m a r k in g s  o n  w in g s  a n d  fu s e la g e ,  
fe l l  a p p a r e n tly  u n c o n tr o lle d  fr o m  a  b lu e  
s k y .

T h e  p ilo t  o f  th e  B r it ish  ’p la n e , o b se r v 
in g  h is  a n ta g o n is t  to  b e fa ll in g  o u t  o f  
c o n tr o l a n d , th e r e fo r e , hors de com bat, d is 
c o n t in u e d  th e  c h a s e , b u t c ir c le d  s lo w ly  
a t  a b o u t  tw o  th o u s a n d  fe e t , e v id e n t ly  to  
m a k e  su r e  th a t  h is  v ic t im  c ra sh ed .

S u d d en ly , w h e n  c lo se  to  th e  g r o u n d ,  
th e  G e rm a n  p ilo t  c o n tr iv e d  to  g e t  h is  
m a c h in e  u n d er  c o n tr o l a n d  1 * c o n to u r -  
c h a se d  ”  a c r o s s  c o u n tr y  in  th e  d ir e c 
t io n  o f  a  w h ite  a n d  d u sty  road  a lo n g  
w h ic h  a  g r e y  to u r in g  c a r  w a s  tr a v e l lin g .  
S o m e  fo u r  m ile s  b eh in d  it  w a s  th e  a e r o 
d r o m e  a t  F r o ise lle s , w h ic h  it  h a d  r e c e n tly  
le f t .  In  th e  fr o n t  s e a t  w a s  a  so ld ie r -  
c h a u ffe u r . In  th e  rea r , s a t  C o lo n e l  
B lo tte n  (p .s .c .) .

P r e se n tly , w h e n  th e  ro a r  o f  a n  a e r o 
p la n e  e n g in e , a lm o s t  d ir e c tly  o v e r h e a d ,  
c a m e  to  th e  e a r s  o f  th e  o c c u p a n ts  o f  th e  
c a r , th e y  s e e m e d  to  s e n s e  th a t  a l l  w a s  
n o t  w e ll .

L o o k in g  u p , th e y  s a w  th e  G e rm a n  
w in g -m a r k in g s  ; lo o k in g  d o w n  im m e 
d ia te ly  a fte r w a r d s , th e y  s a w  se v e r a l  
l i t t le  sp u rts  o f  d u st  in  th e  road  a h e a d  o f  
th e m . T h e  c a r  s to p p ed  v e r y  q u ic k ly  a t  
th e  u r g e n t  c o m m a n d  o f  C o lo n e l B lo t te n  
a n d  it s  tw o  o c c u p a n ts  d iv ed  h u r r ie d ly  
fo r  th e  n e a r e s t  d itc h .

W h e n  th e  s o u n d  o f  th e  a ir c r a f t ’s  
e n g in e  h a d  d ied  a w a y  to  a  w h isp e r in g  
c la tte r  a n d  s w ish  o f  v a lv e  g e a r  a n d  p ro 
p e ller , th e  tw o  h e ld  a  b r ie f c o n s u lta t io n ,  
th e n  c la m b e red  o u t  o f  th e  d itch . A s  th e y  
w e r e  a b o u t  to  r e -e n te r  th e  ca r , L e u tn a n t  
C o u n t E ite l v o n  D o r tm u ss e  s tro lled  a c r o s s
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BREECHES OF DISCIPLINE
th e  ro a d  fr o m  a  n e ig h b o u r in g  f ie ld . In  
h is  h a n d  w a s  a  L u g er  ; in  h is  v o ic e , a  
c o o l r e q u e s t  th a t  C o lon el B lo t te n  p art  
im m e d ia te ly , i f  n o t  so o n e r , w ith  h is  
n e th e r  g a r m e n ts .

T h e  C o lo n e l ra v ed  a n d  s ta m p e d  a n d  
fu m e d  a n d  sw o r e , b u t th r e e  m in u te s  
la te r , th e  D o r m o u se  h a d  th e  la t t e r ’s  
e v a c u a te d  c a v a lr y  co rd s n e a t ly  tu c k e d  
u n d e r  o n e  a rm .

“  I a m  in d e e d  so rry  to  in c o n v e n ie n c e  
y o u , H e rr  K o lo n e l ,”  h e  a p o lo g ise d  
p o lite ly , ‘ * b u t a n  o ld  fr ien d  o f  m in e  
h a s  n e e d  o f  th e s e . H a v e  th e  g o o d n e ss  
to  tu r n  y o u r  c a r  ro u n d  a n d  re tu r n  to  th e  
a e r o d r o m e  y o u  h a v e  r e c e n t ly  le f t— a n d  
a t  y o u r  b e s t  s p e e d .”

“ I ’ll b e  h a n g e d  if  I do  ! ”  sp lu tte r e d  
th e  e n r a g e d  C o lo n e l, s it t in g  s t iff ly  in  
th e  rear  s e a t  w ith  a  d u st  c lo th  o v e r  h is  
b a re k n e e s .  ‘ ‘ I ’ll b e  . . . ”

‘ ‘ Y o u ’ll b e  s h o t  if  y o u  d o n ’t , ”  re 
tu rn ed  th e  D o r m o u se  ic ily , le v e ll in g  h is  
p isto l.

W ith o u t  w a it in g  fo r  o rd ers, th e  d river  
b a ck ed  a n d  tu rn ed  th e  c a r , a n d  b y  th e  
t im e  v d n  D o r tm u ss e  h ad  lif te d  h is  ’p la n e  
in to  th e  a ir , th e y  w e r e  o n  th e ir  w a y  a n d  
d o in g  w e ll  o v e r  s ix ty .

TH E  c a r  rea c h e d  th e  a e r o d r o m e  w ith  
th e  R o la n d  sa u n te r in g  a lo n g  b e h in d  it  

a lm o s t  a t  s ta llin g  sp e ed . I t  e n te r e d  th e  
g a te s  a n d  p u lled  u p  in  fr o n t  o f  th e  
sq u a d r o n -o ffic e  w ith  a  s c r e e c h  o f  b ra k es , 
w h ile  th e  R o la n d , d iv in g  a lm o s t  to  th e  
g r o u n d , p u lle d  u p  in  a  terr ific  z o o m  a n d , 
flip p in g  o v e r  in  a  sp e c ta c u la r  I m m e l-  
m a n n , ro a re d  b a c k  w h e n c e  i t  h a d  c o m e .

“  O f a ll  th e  b la s te d  c h e e k  ! ”  sh o u te d  
so m e o n e , le a d in g  a  d a sh  fo r  t h e  ’p la n e s  
g a th e r e d  o n  th e  ta r m a c  r e a d y  fo r  th e  
n e x t  p a tr o l. ‘ ‘ L o o k  a t  th a t  ru d d y  H u n  
r ig h t o n  o u r d o o r -s te p . C o m e o n , 
c h a p s  ; l e t ’s  g e t  h im  ! ”

B u t lo n g  b e fo r e  th e  fir st  e n g in e  sp lu t
tered  in to  l i f e , th e  c a u se  o f  th e  in d ig n a 
t io n  h a d  d isa p p e a red  a n d  t h e  h u n t  w a s  
off, w h i ls t  C o lo n e l B lo tte n , a lm o s t  s p e e c h 
le ss , b u t fo a m in g  a t  th e  m o u th  w ith  
ra g e , w a s  tr y in g  to  s h o u t  fo r  M ajor  
S h a rp n e ss .

“  B a c k  a g a in , s ir  ? ”  th e  la t te r  a sk e d  
p o lite ly  b u t  u n sm ilin g , fo r  th e r e  w a s

li t t le  lo v e  lo s t  b e tw e e n  t h e  p a ir , a n d  th e  
h a r d -fa c e d  l i t t le  C.O. h a d  n o t  fo r g iv e n  
h is  v is i t o r ’s  r e m a r k s  a b o u t  h is  “  s lo v e n ly  
sq u a d r o n  ”  a  s c a n t  h a lf  h o u r  b e fo r e . 
“  H a v e  y o u  fo r g o tte n  s o m e th in g , s ir  ? ”

* ‘ M -m -m -m y  b r e e c h e s  ! ’ ’ s tu tte r e d  
C o lo n e l B lo t te n  w r a th fu l ly  a t  le n g th .
‘ ‘ M -m y  b r e e c h e s  1 M y G od, m a n  ; 
w h a t  in  H a d e s  is  th e  u s e  o f  o u r  h a v in g  
a  sq u a d r o n  s ta t io n e d  h e r e  i f  a  d a m n e d  
H u n  c a n  c o m e  a n d  ta k e  m y  b r e e c h e s  
fr o m  m e  n o t  fo u r  m ile s  fr o m  y o u r  
b la s te d  u n it  ? B y  H e a v e n s , M ajor  S h a rp 
n e s s  ; th is  i s  d is -d is g r a c e fu l ! ”

S h a r p n e ss , k e e p in g  h is  fa c e  a s  s tr a ig h t  
a s  h e  c o u ld , r e g r e tte d  h e  d id  n o t  q u ite  
fo l lo w  t h e  C o lo n e l.

‘ ‘ Y o u r  b r e e c h e s , s i r ? ”  h e  a sk e d . 
“  D id  y o u  s a y  b r e e c h e s  ? S u r e ly  y o u  
h a d  ’e m  o n  w h e n  y o u  le f t  h e r e  a  l i t t le  
w h ile  a g o  ? A m  I to  u n d e r s ta n d  s o m e 
o n e ’s  s to le n  ’e m , s ir  ? ”

B y  th is  t im e , m u c h  o f  t h e  S q u a d ro n  
h a d  c o lle c te d  in  th e  lo c a lity  o f  th e  ca r , 
a n d  e v e n  th e  so ld ie r -c h a u ffe u r , sca red  
th o u g h  h e  h a d  b e e n  b y  t h e  r e c e n t  o c c u r 
r e n c e , c o u ld  h a r d ly  r e fr a in  fr o m  s m ilin g .

“  W h a t ,”  d em a n d e d  th e  ir a te  C o lo n e l, 
s w e e p in g  h is  a r m  ro u n d  in  a  w id e  s e m i
c ir c le , “  a re  a ll th e s e  g r in n in g  id io ts  
s ta n d in g  a b o u t  h e r e  fo r  ? W h y  d o n ’t  
th e y  g o  u p  a n d  c a p tu r e  t h e  fe l le r  ? H e  
fo llo w e d  m e  a ll  th e  w a y .”

“ I ’m  so rry , s ir ,”  s a id  S h a rp n e ss , 
“ b u t  i t ’s  q u ite  im p o ss ib le . W h y  h e ’s  
p ro b a b ly  h a lf  w a y  b a c k  to  B er lin  b y  
n o w .”

T h e  c r e sc e n d o in g  ro a r  o f  a e r o  e n g in e s ,  
r a p id ly  a p p r o a c h in g , s m o te  u p o n  th e ir  
e a r s  a n d  th e y  lo o k e d  u p  s p e c u la t iv e ly ,  
w h ils t  s o m e  h a lf - tu r n e d  a n d  m a d e  for  
th e  ’p la n e s  a lig n e d  o n  th e  d e a d -lin e .

T h e n , d o w n  fr o m  a lo f t ,  f la sh e d  a  
G e r m a n  a ir c r a ft , c lo s e ly  p u rsu ed  b u t  
n e v e r  q u ite  o v e r ta k e n  b y  a  C am el w ith  
B r it is h  m a r k in g s  o n  w in g s  a n d  fu se la g e .  
D o w n  a lm o s t  to  th e  g r o u n d  th e y  sped , 
b a n k e d  a  tr ifle , le f t -h a n d e d , a n d  th u n 
d ered  o v e r  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  a ero d ro m e .

F r o m  th e  le a d in g  ’p la n e  th e  a s to n ish e d  
w a tc h e r s  s a w  s o m e th in g  f lu n g  o v erb o a rd , 
w h ils t  th e  p ilo t , w ith  a  w a v e  o f  th e  
h a n d , z o o m e d  u p  a g a in  a n d  d isap p eared  
a t  fu l l  sp e ed  to w a r d s  th e  e a s t .
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AIR STORIES
T h e  p u rsu er  th e r e u p o n  tu r n e d  u p o n  a 

w in g - t ip  a n d  la n d e d , t a x y in g  u p  to  s o m e 
th in g  ly in g  o n  th e  g r o u n d .

F o r  a lm o s t  th e  fir st  t im e  in  h is  f ly in g  
c a r e e r , N o b b y  C lark e h e a v e d  h im s e lf  
o u t  o f  h is  c o c k p it  u n a id e d , p ick ed  u p  th e  
o b je c t  a n d  w e d g e d  h im s e lf  in  a g a in  a n d  
c a m e  h u r t lin g  to w a r d s  t h e  ta r m a c  w ith  
h is  ta i l  w e ll  u p  a n d  h is  w h e e ls  s k im m in g  
th e  tu r f .

A  m in u te  or tw o  la te r , d is e n g a g in g  
h im s e lf  fr o m  th o s e  w h o  ra n  to  m e e t  
h im , h e  rea c h e d  th e  s id e  o f  th e  S ta ff  
c a r . S a lu t in g  sm a r tly , h e  p ro ffered  a  
p a ir  o f  c a v a lr y  co rd s  to  M ajor  S h a rp n e ss .

4 ‘ T h e se  fe l l  o u t  o f  th e  R o la n d , s ir , ’ ’ 
h e  rep o rte d  c a lm ly  w ith o u t  m o v in g  a n  
e y e lid .

C o lo n e l B lo t t e n ’s  e y e b a lls  n e a r ly  p o p 
p ed  o u t  o f  h is  h e a d  a s  h e  b eh e ld  h is  
s a lv a g e d  p ro p erty .

4 ‘ M in e ! ”  h e  th u n d e r e d . 44 H a n d
’e m  o v e r  a t  o n c e , s ir  1 ”

SH O R T L Y  a fte r  t h e  C o lo n e l’s  d ep ar
tu r e , a n  ord er ly  fr o m  th e  sq u a d ro n -  

o ffic e  s o u g h t  o u t L ie u te n a n t  N ob b y  C larke.
‘ ‘ W a n t  to  te l l  m e  a n y th in g  a b o u t  

t h is  m o r n in g ’s  p e r fo r m a n c e  ? ”  d e 
m a n d e d  M ajor  S h a r p n e ss  fr ig id ly  w h e n  
h is  su b o r d in a te  w a s  s ta n d in g  b e fo re  h im .

N o b b y , s l ig h t ly  n e r v o u s , b u t k n o w in g  
n o  c o m p lic ity  co u ld  d e f in ite ly  b e  tra ce d  
to  h im , a n sw e r e d , “  N o , s i r .”

“ G o o d ,”  rep lied  S h a r p n e ss  u n e x 
p e c te d ly  ; 44 b e c a u se  I d o n ’t  w a n t  to
h e a r  it  i f  y o u  do. I w a s  ov er  ta lk in g  to  
M a jo r  M c P h e r so n  e a r ly  th is  m o r n in g  
a n d  . . . w h a t ’s  th e  m a tte r  ? ”

“  N  -  n  -  n o th in g , s ir , ’ ’ s ta m m e r e d
N o b b y , w h o  h a d  su d d e n ly  rem e m b e red

t h a t  M c P h e r so n  c o m m a n d e d  N o . 1 3 5 .
“  N o th in g  a t  a ll , s i r .”

4 4 G o o d . C o m in g  b a ck , I s a w  o n e  o f  
o u r  ’b u se s  a n d  a  R o la n d  o n  th e  d e c k .  
T h e  p ilo ts  w e r e  a p p a r e n tly  c h a t t in g  
q u ite  a m ic a b ly . I h a v e  a  g o o d  p a ir  o f  
f ie ld -g la s se s , a n d  I n o t ic e d  o u r  m a n  w a s  
w e a r in g  v e r y  c h a t ty  p y ja m a s . Y o u r  
r e c o n n a iss a n c e  b e in g  o v e r  to w a r d s  H a m e l  
t h is  m o r n in g  w o u ld  n a tu r a lly  n o t  ta k e  
y o u  in  th a t  d ir e c tio n . I w a s  o n  th e  p o in t  
o f  c o m in g  d o w n  to  in v e s t ig a te  w h e n  
th e y  to o k -o ff , w ith  th e  R o la n d  in  th e  
le a d . I b e g a n  to  fo l lo w  ’e m  to  s e e  w h a t  
i t  w a s  a ll  a b o u t w h e n  I fo u n d  I w a s  
a lm o s t  o u t  o f  p e tro l a n d  ju s t  s c r a p e d  in  
h o m e .”

H e  sto p p ed  sp e a k in g  a n d  su r v e y e d  
N o b b y — n o w  th o r o u g h ly  sca red  a n d  w o n 
d e r in g  w h e n  th e  a x e  w o u ld  fa ll— w ith  
a  th o u g h tfu l e x p r e s s io n .

4 4 S o m e  o f  th e  G e rm a n  p ilo ts  a r e  
p r e tty  g o o d  sp o r tsm e n , d o n ’t  y o u  th in k  ? ”  
h e  th e n  s u g g e s te d , w ith  a p p a r e n t ir r e 
le v a n c e .

44 E r— I ’v e  h e a r d  s o , s i r ,”  a n sw e r e d  
N o b b y  n o n -c o m m it ta lly .

4 4 W e ll  ; y o u  c a n  ta k e  i t  fr o m  m e ,  
th e y  a r e ,”  w a s  S h a r p n e ss ’ e m p h a t ic  
rep ly . 4 4 A ll r ig h t . T h a t ’s  a ll . Y o u  c a n  
g o  n o w — b u t if  y o u  e v e r  h e a r  o f  a n y  
o n e  o f  o u r  fe l lo w s  d e s ir in g  to  fr a te r n ise  
w ith  th e  e n e m y , te l l  h im  I ’ll  k n o c k  h is  
b lo c k  o ff i f  I c a tc h  h im  a t  it— a n d  I 
p ro b a b ly  w o u ld .

44 O h, a n d  b y t h e  w a y ,”  h e  ad d ed  a s  a  
m u c h  r e lie v e d  N o b b y  w a s  h a lf  o u t  o f  
th e  d o o r , 4 4 1 r a th e r  g a th e r e d  th a t  th e  
C o lo n e l d o e s n ’t  c a r e  a  b ra ss  h a ’p e n n y  
if  th e  S q u a d ro n  l ik e s  to  p a ra d e  in  a  
b r a ss ie r e  a n d  a  lo in  c lo th  fr o m  n o w  
o n .”

Remember to Read

INVADERS o f  ENGLAND
A Vivid Story of Aerial Warfare as it Might be To-morrow— of London 
Invaded from the Air— and of the R.A.F. Mobilised and in Action

By J. H. STAFFORD
O n  Sale See Next Month’s Price

i Feb. 11th AIR STORIES Ninepencei- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - — - - - - - - - - - - -
168



An Ace from 
“ The Storks”
Nicknamed “ The Bullet- 
Catcher,”  A lbert Heur- 
teaux, Leader of “ The  
Storks,” was Twelve Tim es  
Wounded in A ir  Com bat, 
yet Gained T w e n ty-o n e  
Victories before his Twenty- 

fifth Birthday

By
A. H. PRITCHARD Albert Heurteaux—a sketch from a War-time 

photograph

CA P T A IN  A L B E R T  H E U R T E A U X ,  
thfe s u b je c t  o f  th is  m o n t h ’s  a r tic le ,  
w a s  th e  h ero  o f  a  h u n d red  s k y  f ig h ts  

a n d  th e  v ic to r  o v e r  tw e n ty -o n e  e n e m y  
a ir cra ft . H e  w a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  
fa m o u s  E sc a d r ille  N . 3 . “  L es  C ig o g n e s , ’ ’ 
a n d  th e  n u m b e r  o f  w o u n d s  h e  r e c e iv e d  in  
c o m b a t e a r n e d  h im  th e  n a m e  o f  “  B u lle t -  
C atch er ”  a m o n g  h is  c o m r a d e s  o f  “  T h e  
S to r k s .”  L ik e  th a t  o th e r  fa m o u s  
F r en ch  “ B u lle t -C a tc h e r ,”  C h a r les  N u n -  
g e sse r , th e  p a in  o f  w o u n d s  co u ld  n o t  
d a m p  H e u r te a u x ’s  sp ir it, a n d  t im e  a n d  
a g a in  h e  le f t  h o sp ita l to  re tu rn  w h e r e  th e  
b u lle ts  f le w  th ic k e s t .

H e  w a s  b o rn  a t  N a n te s  on  M a y  2 0 ,1 8 9 3 ,  
a n d  t h e  o rd er  fo r  g e n e r a l m o b ilisa t io n  
in  A u g u s t , 1 9 1 4 , s a w  h im  o n  h is  
w a y  to  S t. Cyr a s  a  s u b - l ie u te n a n t  o f  
H u ssa r s , a n d  b e fo re  th e  W a r  w a s  a  
m o n th  o ld  h e  h a d  tw ic e  b e e n  c ite d  for  
e x c e p tio n a l b ra v ery  in  th e  f ie ld . W h ile  
e n g a g e d  u p o n  a  s c o u t in g  p a tr o l d u r in g  
th e  a fte r n o o n  o f  A u g u s t  2 4 th , h is  s q u a 
d ron  ra n  in to  a  s tr o n g  d e ta c h m e n t o f  
G erm a n  in fa n tr y  a n d , in  th e  first rap id  
e x c h a n g e  o f  sh o ts , h is  c o m m a n d in g  
officer  w a s  s e r io u s ly  w o u n d e d . H e u r 
te a u x  p r o m p tly  a s su m e d  c o m m a n d  o f

th e  sq u a d r o n , a n d , r e a l is in g  th a t  if  th e  
e n e m y  e n c o u n te r e d  n o  o p p o s it io n  a  n ea rb y  
a r t i lle r y  b a tte r y  w o u ld  b e  o v e r w h e lm e d  
a n d  ca p tu red , h e  o rd ered  h is  m e n  to  
d ism o u n t a n d  lin e  th e  r o a d . F o r  n e a r ly  
a n  h o u r  h is  l i t t le  b an d  h e ld  u p  th e  e n e m y  
a d v a n c e , a n d  e n a b le d  th e  b a tte r y  to  lim b e r  
u p  a n d  w ith d r a w  fr o m  t h e  d a n g er  z o n e .  
T h e n , d esp ite  th e  fa c t  th a t  h e  w a s  o u t
n u m b e r e d  b y  tw e n ty  to  o n e , h e  sk ilfu lly  
w ith d r e w  h is  e ffe c t iv e s  a n d  c a su a lt ie s  
o u t  o f  a n  e x c e e d in g ly  t ig h t  co rn er .

A  w e e k  la te r  H e u r te a u x  w a s  a g a in  
in s tr u m e n ta l in  s te m m in g  a  G erm an  
a d v a n c e , w h e n  h e  a n d  h is  m e n  h e ld  a n  
a b a n d o n e d  “ t r e n c h ” — d itch  w o u ld  b e  
a  b e tte r  n a m e  fo r  i t— u n ti l  s tr o n g  r e - in -  
fo r c e m e n ts  a rr iv ed .

Posted to “ The Stork}”

BY  O ctob er , h o w e v e r , t h e  s te a d y  r e 
tr e a t  a n d  th e  rare o p p o r tu n it ie s  for  

a c t io n  b e g a n  to  p a ll u p o n  H e u r te a u x , a n d  
o n  O cto b er  2 8 th  h e  a p p lied  fo r  a  tr a n sfe r  
to  L ’A v ia t io n  M ilita ire . S o m e w h a t to  
h is  su r p r ise  h e  w a s  a c c e p te d , a n d  w a s  
o rd ered  to  rep o rt to  E sc a d r ille  M o ra n e-  
S a u ln ie r  2 3  ̂ on D e c e m b e r  1 st fo r  d u ties
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a s  a n  o b se rv er . A t  th is  t im e  E sc a d r ille  
M S. 2 3  w a s  th e  “ c r a c k ”  sq u a d ro n  o f  
th e  F r en ch  A ir  S e r v ic e , a n d  a m o n g  
H e u r te a u x ’s  e a r ly  p ilo ts  m a y  b e fo u n d  
s u c h  fa m o u s  n a m e s  a s  th o se  o f  G arros, 
G ilb ert, P in sa rd  a n d  P o u rp e . H is  c h ie f  
c la im  to  fa m e  a s  a n  o b se rv er , h o w e v e r ,  
w a s  th a t  h e  la te r  b e c a m e  r e a r -c o c k p it  
m a n  for L t. D e  D r e u il le , th e  first F r en ch  
n ig h t-b o m b in g  p ilo t , a n d  th e  p a ir  e x p e r i
e n c e d  m a n y  a d v e n tu r e s  d u r in g  1 9 x 5 .

O n  F eb r u a r y  n t h ,  fo r  e x a m p le , th e y  
m a d e  a  d a r in g  so lo  ra id  o n  th e  r a ilw a y  
s ta t io n  a t  L u tterb a ck , a n d  H e u r te a u x  
w a s  m e n tio n e d  in  th e  o rd ers o f  th e  d a y  
a s  “  a  b o m b in g  o ffice r  w ith o u t  e q u a l.”

T o w a rd s  th e  en d  o f  th e  y e a r  H e u r te a u x  
se c u r e d  h is  b rev e t a s  a  p ilo t, a n d  w a s  
a lm o s t  im m e d ia te ly  in v ite d  to  jo in  “ L es  
C ig o g n es , ’ ’ a n d  it  w a s  w ith  th e m  th a t  h e  
le a r n e d  th e  f in e  a r ts  o f  a ir  f ig h tin g .

T h e  m o r n in g  o f  M a y  4 th , 1 9 1 6 , 
b r o u g h t  H e u r te a u x  h is  first v ic t im — a n  
L .V .G . tw o -se a te r  th a t  fe l l  n e a r  E ta in . 
T h e  tw o -se a te r  w a s  f ly in g  s e r e n e ly  a lo n g  
u n d e r  a  c lo u d -b a n k  w h e n  th e  N ieu p o rt  
c a m e  th r o u g h  a n d  t h e  s ta r tle d  ob serv er  
h a d  t im e  fo r  o n ly  o n e  sh o r t  b u rst b efo re  
t h e  F r e n c h  p ilo t  s e n t  th e  L .V .G . d o w n , 
m in u s  its  w in g s . T h a t  o n e  b u rst h a d  
b e e n  g o o d  th o u g h , fo r  e ig h t  b u lle t  h o le s  
w e r e  a fte r w a r d s  fo u n d  in  H e u r te a u x ’s  
m a c h in e , a n d  a  lo n g  g a s h  in  th e  sh o u ld e r  
o f  h is  f ly in g -c o a t  m a r k e d  th e  p a th  o f  a  
b u lle t  th a t  h a d  a lm o s t  b o rn e  h is  n u m b er .

H is  n e x t  v ic to r y  c a m e  d u r in g  a  fig h t  
w ith  tw o  tw o -s e a te r s  o n  J u ly  9 th , o n e  
o f  w h ic h  h e  d estro y ed . O n ce  a g a in  th e  
G e rm a n s  h a d  m a d e  g o o d  s h o o tin g , h o w 
e v e r , for, o n  la n d in g , th e  le f t  w in g  o f  
H e u r te a u x ’s  m a c h in e  c o lla p se d , th e  m a in  
sp a r  a n d  b a rs o f  th e  V -s tr u t  h a v in g  b een  
a lm o s t  sh o t  th r o u g h .

H e u r te a u x ’s  sc o r e  n o w  b e g a n  to  in 
c r e a se  ra p id ly , b e a r in g  in  m in d  th a t  th is  
w a s  1916  a n d  th a t  th e  era  o f la r g e  
fo r m a tio n s  h a d  n o t  y e t  a rr iv ed . T w o  
m o r e  m a c h in e s , a  F o k k e r  a n d  a  R u m p le r , 
fe l l  to  h is  g u n s  d u r in g  th e  n e x t  th r e e  
w e e k s , a n d  o n  A u g u s t  1 7 th  h e  b e c a m e  
a n  “  A c e ,”  a fte r  a  g r e a t  f ig h t w ith  th r e e  
F o k k e r s .

H e  h a d  sp o tte d  a  lo n e  F o k k e r  w h ile  
p a tr o ll in g  o v e r  M o is la in s  a n d  w a s  a b o u t

to  a t ta c k  w h e n  a  f ie rce  d r u m m in g  a lo n g  
h is  fu se la g e  s ig n a lle d  m o r e  E .A . o n  h is  
ta il .  T w o  m o r e  F o k k e r s  h a d  d ived  d o w n  
o u t  o f  th e  s u n , a n d  th e y  h a d  th e  N ieu p o rt  
in  a  p erfec t “  b o x  ”  o f  c o n v e r g in g  fire. 
T h in g s  lo o k e d  b la c k  fo r  H e u r te a u x  u n til  
o n e  p ilo t  o v e r -c o n tr o lle d  a n d  d rop p ed  
s l ig h t ly  b e lo w  h im . A  fe w  d a y s  p re
v io u s ly , a ll  “  T h e  S to r k ’s  ”  N ie u p o r ts  
h a d  b een  fitted  w ith  th e  n e w  V ic k e r s  
g u n s , a n d  H e u r te a u x ’s  n e w  w e a p o n  se n t  
le a d  in to  th e  F o k k e r ’s  c o c k p it . T h e  p ilo t  
rea red  u p  in  h is  s e a t  a n d  th e n  fe ll a c r o s s  
h is  c o n tr o l-s t ic k . H is  m a c h in e  p lu n g e d  
o n , to  d a sh  itse lf  to  p ie c e s  o n  th e  g ro u n d , 
s ix  th o u sa n d  fe e t  b e lo w . T u r n in g  to  
ta c k le  th e  r e m a in in g  F o k k e r s , H e u r 
te a u x  fo u n d  th a t  h is  g u n  g e a r  h a d  b ro k en  
d o w n  a n d  h e  h a d  to  reso rt to  cra z y  f ly in g  
u n til  th e  F o k k e r s  g a v e  u p  c h a s in g  h im  
a n d  h ea d ed  b a c k  fo r  th e ir  a e r o d r o m e  a t  
L a o n .

Lone Wo'f Tactics

HE U R T E A U X ’S g r e a t fr ien d , R e n 6  
D o r m e , s h o t  d o w n  h is  fifth  v ic t im  

o n  th e  2 2 n d , a n d  a  fr ie n d ly  r iv a lry  sp r u n g  
u p  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  p ilo ts  a s  to  w h o  
sh o u ld  d estro y  t h e  m o s t  E .A . W a r  
fo r m s  m a n y  s tr a n g e  fr ie n d sh ip s , a n d  th a t  
o f  H e u r te a u x  a n d  D o r m e  w a s  g r e a t  in  
i t s  c o n tr a s ts . D o r m e , th e  U n p u n c tu r a b le ,  
w h o  h a d  o n ly  tw o  b u lle t -h o le s  in  h is  
m a c h in e  a fte r  tw o  y e a r s  o f  w a r  f ly in g ,  
a  sq u a t lit t le  m a n , s h y  a n d  u n a ss u m in g ,  
w h o  h a d  r isen  fr o m  th e  r a n k s  ; o n  th e  
o th e r  h a n d , H e u r te a u x , a  born  o ffice r , 
r e tu r n in g  fr o m  e v e r y  f lig h t  w ith  h is  
m a c h in e  fu ll o f  h o le s , ta ll a n d  fa ir , a  g a y ,  
r e c k le s s , d e v il -m a y -c a r e  p ilo t .

B u t  h e  h a d  o n e  th in g  in  c o m m o n  w ith  
h is  fr ien d  ; h e  lo a d e d  h is  o w n  g u n s  a n d  
p e r so n a lly  su p e r v ise d  a ll  rep a irs  to  h is  
m a c h in e . H is  m a x im  w a s  “  a lw a y s  
ta k e  th e  o ffe n s iv e , h o ld  y o u r  fire u n ti l  
c e r ta in  o f  a  h it  a n d  n e v e r  tu rn  y o u r  b a c k  
o n  a  G erm an — it  is  u su a l ly  f a t a l .”  
L ik e  G u y n em er , H e u r te a u x  p referred  
lo n e  p a tro ls  a n d  b a se d  h is  a t ta c k s  o n  th e  
p r in c ip le  o f  d iv e , fire, a n d  p u ll a w a y .  
I f y o u  m is s , g o  b a c k  a n d  d iv e  a g a in .

O n S ep tem b er  1 8 th , H e u r te a u x  s h o t  
d o w n  a  fa s t  R o la n d  S c o u t  fo r  h is  s e v e n th
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AN ACE FROM “THE STORKS”

Ren6 Dorme, Heurteaux’s greatest friend and rival in 
" The Storks .” Dorme scored 23 victories, and received 
only two bullet-holes in his machine in two years of 

war flying

v ic to r y , a n d  c o lle c te d  a  fle sh  w o u n d  
in  h is  r ig h t  th ig h . T h ir s tin g  fo r  
r e v e n g e , h e  w e n t  o u t  w ith  D o r m e  
in  th e  a f te r n o o n  o f  th e  2 5 th , a n d  
th e y  ran  in to  tw o  R u m p le rs  s o u th  
o f B a r le u x . W ith  m a s te r ly  s k i l l ,
D o r m e  fo u n d  th e  tw o -s e a te r ’s  b lin d  
sp o t a n d  h is  c h o se n  v ic t im  w e n t  
d o w n , m a n n e d  b y  a  d ead  p ilo t  
a n d  o b se r v e r . H e u r te a u x  w a s  
h a v in g  a  h a rd er  s tr u g g le  w ith  h is  
o p p o n e n t, b u t h a d  m a d e  h im s e lf  
a n  o p e n in g  w h e n  tw o  R o la n d s  a n d  
a  F o k k e r  p ile d  in to  th e  f ig h t.

T h e  F o k k e r  p ilo t  a tta c k e d  H e u r 
te a u x  n o s e -o n , o n ly  to  g o  d o w n  in  
f la m e s  w h e n  a  w e ll-p la c e d  b u rst  
red u ced  h is  e n g in e  to  s c r a p -ir o n .  
D o r m e , in  th e  m e a n t im e , h a d  s e n t  
th e  o th e r  R u m p le r  d o w n  w ith  a  
h o le d  p e tr o l-ta n k , b u t a s  th e  
m a c h in e  m a d e  a  g o o d  la n d in g  in  
a  fie ld , h e  d id  n o t  r e c e iv e  cre d it  
fo r  a  v ic to r y . T h e  tw o  F r e n c h m e n  
th e n  c h a se d  th e  R o la n d s  b a c k  
h o m e , a n d  * ‘ s tr a fe d  ’ ' th e  m a c h in e s  
w h ic h  w e r e  r u n  o u t  to  h e lp  th e  
p ilo ts . A  m a c h in e -g u n  m o u n te d  o n  a  c a r t
w h e e l o p e n e d  fire  fr o m  a  h a n g a r  r o o f , b u t  
su d d e n ly  b e c a m e  s ile n t  a fte r  H e u r te a u x  
h a d  sp ra y ed  it  w ith  le a d . T h e  a f te r n o o n ’s  
c o m b a t th u s  b r o u g h t H e u r te a u x  h is  e ig h th  
v ic to r y , a n d  D o r m e  h is  tw e lfth .

D u r in g  th e  la s t  w e e k  in  S ep tem b er  th e  
w e a th e r  b e g a n  to  b rea k  up  a n d  o f fe n s iv e  
p a tro ls  w e r e  c o n s id e r a b ly  c u r ta ile d . G o
in g  o u t o n  O c to b e r  1 7 th  H e u r te a u x  lo s t  
h is  w a y  in  a  h e a v y  m is t , a n d  u p o n  c o m in g  
d o w n  v ery  lo w  to  sp y  o u t  th e  la n d , h e  
a lm o s t  c o llid e d  w ith  a n  A lb a tr o s  th a t  
h a d  e v id e n t ly  dropped  d o w n  fo r  th e  
sa m e  r e a so n . B e fo r e  th e  s ta r tle d  G erm a n  
h a d  r e c o v e r e d  fr o m  th e  s h o c k  o f  th e  
n e a r  c o l l is io n , H e u r te a u x  o p e n e d  fire , 
a n d  a  f iv e -r o u n d  b u rst h it  th e  G e r m a n ’s  
p etro l ta n k . T h e  A lb a tr o s  im m e d ia te ly  
b le w  u p  a n d  a  to n g u e  o f  fla m e  lic k e d  u p  
a t th e  N ie u p o r t. W ith  h is  le f t  w in g  
a lr e a d y  s m o u ld e r in g , H e u r te a u x  p u t h is  
m a c h in e  in to  a  s te e p  s id es lip , a n d  th e  
d a n g er  o f  fire  w a s  p a st . T h ree  d a y s  la te r  
h e  c a u g h t  a n o th e r  tw o -s e a te r  n e a r  L e  
T r a n s lo y , a n d  th a t , t o o , w e n t  d o w n  in  
fla m es .

Commander of “ The Storks”

TH R E E  m a c h in e s  fe ll to  H e u r te a u x ’s  
g u n s  d u r in g  N o v em b er , a  F o k k e r  o n  

th e  3rd , a n  A lb a tr o s  o n  th e  n t h ,  a n d  
a n o th e r  F o k k e r  o n  th e  1 6 th , b u t d u r in g  
th e  n e x t  m o n th  H e u r te a u x  d id  v e r y  lit t le  
f ly in g . C o m m a n d er  B ro c a rd , le a d e r  o f  
" T h e  S to r k s ,”  w a s  d u e  to  re tire , a n d  
H e u r te a u x , w h o  w a s  to  b e  h is  su c c e sso r ,  
h a d  to  d e v o te  m u c h  o f  h is  t im e  in  
le a r n in g  th e  ro p es o f  le a d e r sh ip . B ro ca rd  
le f t  e a r ly  in  D e c e m b e r , a n d  H e u r te a u x  
so o n  p ro v ed  h im s e lf  to  b e  a n  e ff ic ien t  
le a d e r , a lth o u g h  a t  first h e  w a s  ra th er  
to o  a p t to  n e g le c t  th e  t ir e so m e  p a p er
w o r k  a n d  sa lly  fo r th  o n  h is  lo n e  p a tro ls .

H e u r te a u x  c e leb ra ted  h is  p r o m o tio n  
to  ca p ta in  b y  d e s tr o y in g  th r e e  m a c h in e s  
in  tw o  d a y s . A n  A lb a tro s  S c o u t w e n t  
d o w n  in  f la m e s  o n  th e  1 7 th , a n  A v ia t ik  
o n  th e  2 6 th , a n d  a  R u m p le r  o n  th e  2 7 th . 
T h e  c r e w  o f  th e  R u m p le r  w e r e  u n lu c k y ,  
fo r  th e y  d ied  b e c a u se  a n o th e r  tw o -se a te r  
sh o t  d o w n  b y  H e u r te a u x  a t  d a w n  h ad  
b een  r ep o rte d  to  h a v e  la n d e d  s a fe ly  in  
it s  o w n  lin e s  a n d  co u ld  n o t  b e  c o u n ted  
a s  a  v ic to r y . G o in g  u p  a g a in  a t  1 1 .3 0  a .m .
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H EU R TEA U X ’S VICTORY LOG
1 A v ia t ik
2  R o la n d s  
2  R u m p le r s  
4  L .V .G .’s  
6  F o k k e r s  
6  A lb a tr i

H e u r te a u x  c a u g h t  th e  u n lu c k y  R u m p le r  
a  fe w  m o m e n ts  b e fo r e  m id -d a y , a n d  th is  
t im e  h e  m a d e  s u r e . T h e  G erm a n  
o b se r v e r  d ied  in  th e  first e x c h a n g e  o f  
s h o t s ,  th e n  a n  in c e n d ia r y  b u lle t  fo u n d  
th e  p e tro l, a n d  th e  m a c h in e  b u rst in to  
f la m e s  a n d  fe ll in  M a n g u e s  W o o d . 
C o n firm a tio n  o f  th is  v ic to r y  h a d  b een  
s e n t  o n  b e fo r e  H e u r te a u x  h a d  rea c h e d  
h o m e .

B u t  1 9 1 7  w a s  to  b e  a  y e a r  o f  il l-o m e n  
fo r  H e u r te a u x , fo r  h e  n o w  r e c e iv e d  
b u lle ts  in  h is  b o d y  in s te a d  o f  h is  m a c h in e .  
T o w a rd s  th e  en d  o f  J a n u a r y  a  b u lle t  
w e n t  th r o u g h  th e  p a lm  o f  h is  le f t  h a n d , 
a n d  th e r e b y  h a n g s  a  ta le . I t  m a y  be  
ju s t  a n o th e r  “ ta ll  s t o r y / ’ b u t it  w a s  
r ep o rte d  b y  D o r m e  a n d  so  d eserv es  to  b e  
r e c o rd ed . I t  is  sa id  th a t  d u r in g  a  fig h t  
w ith  A lb a tr o s  S c o u ts , o n e  e n e m y  m a c h in e  
p u t  a  lo n g  b u rst th r o u g h  H e u r te a u x ’s  
m a c h in e  ju s t  b eh in d  h is  b a c k . W h e r e 
u p o n , w ith  h is  fin g e r s  to  h is  n o se , th e  
F r e n c h m a n  m a d e  a  fa c e  a t  th e  G erm an  
p ilo t , a n d  th a t  w o r th y  r e ta lia te d  b y  
s h o o t in g  u p  H e u r te a u x ’s  in s tr u m e n t  
p a n e l, a n d  p u tt in g  o n e  b u lle t  th r o u g h  
t h e  s t i l l  e x te n d e d  h a n d .

Heurteaux’s Last Fight

HE U R T E A U X  w a s  s o o n  b a c k  in  a c t io n , 
h o w e v e r , a n d  o n  M arch  16 th  h e  

a tta c k e d  f iv e  A lb a tr o s  S c o u ts  a n d  sh o t

tw o  d o w n  in  f la m e s . O n M a y  3 rd  h e  
se c u r e d  h is  tw e n ty -fir s t , a n d  la s t , v ic to r y ,  
w h e n  h e  sh o t  th e  w in g s  o ff a n  L .V .G . 
tw o -se a te r . T w o  d a y s  la te r  h e  h a d  b een  
s h o t  d o w n  se r io u s ly  w o u n d e d .

W ith  r e c k le s s  a b a n d o n , h e  h a d  a t ta c k e d  
n in e  A lb a tro s  S c o u ts  a n d  w a s  a lm o s t  
im m e d ia te ly  h it  in  b o th  th ig h s . A n o th e r  
b u lle t  p lo u g h e d  a  fu rro w  a cro ss  th e  to p  
o f  h is  sc a lp , a n d  y e t  a n o th e r  p a ssed  c le a n  
th r o u g h  b o th  c h e e k s .  H a lf  d ead  fr o m  
lo s s  o f  b lood , h e  ju s t  m a n a g e d  to  r e a c h  
h is  o w n  lin e s  a n d  w a s  ru sh e d  o f f  to  
h o sp ita l. M id -A u g u st fo u n d  h im  o n c e  
m o r e  a t  th e  fr o n t, b u t th e  F a te s  h a d  
d ecreed  th a t  h e  s h o u ld  n o t  s ta y  lo n g , fo r  
o n  S ep tem b er  3 rd  h e  w a s  a g a in  s h o t  
d o w n  se r io u s ly  w o u n d e d  a f te r  a n  a t ta c k  
b y  fiv e  e n e m y  s c o u ts . W h ile  ly in g  in  
h o sp ita l h e  w a s  d eco ra te d  w ith  th e  
L e g io n  d ’H o n n e u r , a n d  to ld  th a t  h e  w o u ld  
n e v e r  fly  a g a in .

D isch a rg ed  fr o m  h o sp ita l w ith  le g s  
sp lic e d  w ith  s ilv e r  w ir e  a n d  th e  sc a r s  o f  
a  d o z e n  b u lle t  w o u n d s  o n  h is  b o d y , 
H e u r te a u x  a p p lied  t im e  a n d  a g a in  fo r  
a c t iv e  se r v ic e , b u t h is  su p er io rs  w o u ld  
h a v e  n o n e  o f it .  A t  la s t  h e  w a s  s e n t  to  
A m e r ic a  b y  th e  M in iste r  o f  P r o p a g a n d a , 
a n d  to u r e d  a ll  o v e r  th e  S ta te s , le c tu r in g  
o n  w a r -f ly in g . O n e  w o n d e r s  w h a t
A m e r ic a n  f ly in g  c a d e ts  m u st  h a v e  th o u g h t  
o f  th e ir  o w n  c h a n c e s  in  th e  W a r  a s  th e y  
lo o k e d  a t  th is  b u lle t-sh a tte r e d  v e te r a n ,  
w h o  w a s  h im se lf  o n ly  a  y o u n g  m a n  o f  
tw e n ty - f iv e .

L ik e  s o  m a n y  o th e r  W a r  p ilo ts , th e  
A r m is t ic e  s a w  H e u r te a u x  d isa p p ea r  
“  so m e w h e r e  in  F r a n c e ,”  b u t th e  a u th o r  
b e lie v e s  th a t  h e  is  s t il l  a l iv e .  If s o , le t  
u s  h o p e  th a t  h e  f lie s  o n c e  m o r e , b u t in  
s k ie s  th a t  h o ld  n o  h in t  o f su d d en  d e a th —  
fo r  o f  th a t  h e  h a s  h a d  h is  fill.

A  Great New Adventure of the Three Squadrons

THE ACE OF TW ISTERS
By WILFRID TREMELLEN

Is one of the many “ Star”  Features In Next Month’s 
ENLARGED and IMPROVED

F o r  Fu ll D e ta ils  AIR STORIES See P a g e  189

17a



Should GREYS

Throughout this year Greys advertising has made itself 
notorious by daring to burlesque the manners of some of 
our Big and Serious Advertisers. The public appear to 
have been diverted by these performances. And the Big 
and Serious Advertisers, to-do them justice, have taken it 
all in very good part — convinced, no doubt, that one of the 
distinctions of true Greatness is to be caricatured 
But, although the hand of the Law has not been invoked to

stop this irreverent campaign, stopped it is going to be. 
(Sighs of relief from the B. and S. Advertisers.) You ask us 
why ? Simply because we’ve now guyed everybody worth 
guying. So watch this space next week.
Meanwhile, if you would like to have a copy of a souvenir 
booklet reproducing some of the recent Greys advertise
ments, fill in (and do remember to post) the coupon t 
below; remembering also the now famous saying—

G R E Y S  A R E  Y E R Y  G O O D  C I G A R E I E E S
(and. they cost only 6d for io)

C O U P O N  To the United Kingdom Tobacco Co. Ltd., na/6 Commercial Street, London, E.l

Please send me a copy of lady sem olina’s secret and other tall tales, for which 1 enclose f  *(a) cheque for £ io  tos. 
\  (b) nothing.

NAME ........

ADDRESS...
.. '... ......................... ................... . Strike wl

whichever does
................. ............................... ........ ....... ....................... . •. run a p p ly .

t  Or send a postcard mentioning "Air Stories."
v ii



Just Out!

THE
AIRMAN’S DIARY

1938
T H IS  diary Is a Joint publication 
' by Letts Quikref Diaries Ltd. 

and George Newnes Ltd. A unique 
and useful diary for air-minded 
people of all ages. A mine of in
formation on Flying in all its different 
aspects.

The preliminary matter provides a useful source 
of knowledge and includes the following:

Aerodromes in Great Britain.
Aeronautical terms explained.
Controls.
Flying Clubs and Schools.
Manufacturers.
Notable flights and world records.
A ir squadrons, etc.

There are thirty-two illustrations showing the develop
ment of aircraft from the beginning right up to the 
powerful machines which now cover the world.
In each opening of the diary there is an illustration 
with descriptive matter covering a wide field of aero
nautical subjects.

The size of the diary is 4\* x  3".
Is. 6cf. . . . Rexine Binding, with pencil
2s. 6d. . . . . Leather Binding, with pencil

These diaries are on sale at all stationers and bookstalls.

GEORGE NEWNES LTD.
TOWER HOUSE, SOUTHAMPTON ST., STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2



jiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinniiiiiiiiimiimiiiiiiiiiiiiininmimniiniiiiiminniinaiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiniiiiiiiiinmiiiiiiiiiiiininiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiH

I  D  1 2  M  C  The Latest Booksof Aviation Interest
a

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii^

FREELANCE FLIGHTS
“  F ree la n c e  P i lo t  ” : B y  N o r m a n  M a c 
m illa n  : W i l l ia m  H e in e m a n  : 15s.

IN this book Captain Norman Macmillan takes 
up the story of his adventurous life from the point 
where he left off in that fine account of his War 
flying experiences which he wrote some years ago 
under the title of “ Into the Blue.” The latter was 
a record of his experiences on the Western and 
Italian fronts as a member of No. 45 Squadron, 
R.F.C., and now, in “ Freelance Pilot,” he tells 
the little less eventful story of his life during the 
immediate post-war years.

Declining the offer of a permanent commission 
in the R.A.F. after the War, he became a freelance 
in civil aviation, and among his first professional 
engagements were the flight-testing of such now
legendary types of aircraft as the Parnall “ Puffin,” 
the Fairey “ Pintail ” and the Parnall “  Kitti- 
wake "  flying-boat. While flying the latter at a 
height of some 600 feet above Cowes Bay, the 
entire surface of the upper wings stripped off and 
Macmillan’s career as a civilian pilot nearly came 
to an abrupt end before it had properly started.

In 1921 the Riff war broke out in Morocco and 
the Spanish Government became an urgent cus
tomer for aircraft. Macmillan made two emotion- 
ing passages across the Guadarrama Mountains to 
deliver a Bristol Fighter and a D.H.4 to Madrid, 
and, after a brief but exciting interlude in the front 
line of the Riffian war, returned to Spain to assist 
in the reorganisation of the Spanish Naval Air Ser
vice. He arrived in Barcelona to find that the 
greater part of the equipment of the Service con
sisted of eleven British F.3 and F.5 flying-boats of 
Great War vintage, the wooden hulls of which had 
been hanging for more than a year from the lifeboat 
davits of two old warships in Barcelona harbour, 
exposed to every change of temperature and 
humidity. The result of this ingenious solution of 
the storage problem was that few of the hulls were 
even seaworthy, but, picking out the best and 
working in the open under every conceivable handi
cap, Macmillan set out to rebuild it, only to have it 
completely wrecked by a gale when within forty- 
eight hours of completion.

A World Flight Attempt
THE second half of the book, and easily the most 

interesting, is the story of the first attempt ever 
made to fly round the world. It began from London 
on May 24th,' 1922, and was to be made in four 
stages, each with a different machine. Two 
D.H.p’s were to be used, one for the stage from 
London to Calcutta, the other for the trans-con
tinental journey from Vancouver to Montreal. An 
F.3 flying-boat was allocated to the North Atlantic 
crossing from Montreal by the Labrador-Greenland- 
Iceland route, and a Fairey float seaplane had been 
sent on in advance to India in readiness for the 
trans-Pacific stretch from Calcutta to Vancouver.

The expedition was led by Major Wilfred Blake, 
accompanied by a cinematographer and with 
Norman Macmillan as the pilot—a heavy enough 
load in themselves for a Puma-engined D.H.9 with
out the two extra fuel tanks, oversize oil tank and

100-lb. weight of camera equipment which had 
also to be carried.

A perilous forced-landing on a Marseilles race
course was successfully negotiated with only minor 
damage, but a subsequent series of mishaps neces
sitated sending to England for the second D.H.9 *n 
which to resume the flight. Fortunately for the 
continuity of the film the expedition were making, 
the second D.H.9 bore the registration letters 
“ G—EBDF,” and needed only the stroke of a 
paint-brush on its fuselage to convert it to the 
“ G—EBDE ” of the machine with which they 
had started out I

On reaching Greece the overloaded D.H.9, with 
its three passengers, made the first direct flight from 
Athens to Egypt, a feat involving four and a half 
hours of continuous over-water flying. Then came 
the hazardous journey across the desert into Persia, 
and an interlude at an emergency landing-ground 
where the author, offered the company of a charm
ing Arab girl, “  one of the most beautiful women I 
have ever seen,” dutifully preferred that of a dead 
sheep, and flew on to spend an unromantic night 
sleeping beneath his machine in the desert.

The Greatest Adventure
CONTINUALLY escaping disaster by inches, and 

with one member of the crew suffering from an 
injured foot and another from sunstroke, the 
expedition struggled on across India during the 
worst of the monsoon to come at last to Calcutta, 
and the start of the greatest adventure of all.

The D.H.9 was abandoned and, with the leader 
of the expedition in hospital with appendicitis, the 
author and Malins, the cameraman, set out in the 
Fairey 3C. seaplane to fly across the Bay of Bengal 
to Akyab. A few hours later they were forced down 
by a raging gale and for three days and nights were 
marooned off an island mudbank, their only diver
sion being the author’s attempts to explain to a 
wondering native exactly why they were going to 
such extraordinary trouble and hardship in order to 
fly from London—to London.

Temporary repairs effected at last, they took-off 
to complete the crossing of the Bay—and within 
fifteen minutes were down again on the water. 
Unable to fly, they taxied for hour after hour across 
the open sea towards the nearest mainland until, 
their petrol exhausted and a storm coming up, the 
seaplane capsized.

The author’s account of how for the next three 
days they remained adrift in the Bay of Bengal on 
the wreck of their upturned seaplane, without food 
or water, surrounded by sea snakes and sharks, 
burned black by the sun and with wounds festering 
from salt water, makes a grimly memorable ending 
to this epic story of a pioneer flight as daring in con
ception and as brave in execution as any in the 
annals of British aviation.

A LL  A BO U T AVIATION
" Y o u r  W i n g s " :  B y  A s s e n  J o r d a n o f f :
F u n k  a n d  W a g n a l ls  : $ 2 .5 0 .

WITHIN the covers of this book is imparted more 
precise yet easily-grasped information about flying 
than is usually to be found in half-a-dozen general
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books on aviation. It is the work of a well-known 
American airman, a former War-time “ ace ” of 
the Bulgarian Flying Corps, and though he makes 
extensive use of peculiarly American flying terms 
they are all now so familiar in this country as to 
present no difficulty to English readers.

With the aid of some 425 technically-accurate 
drawings, the author first makes clear the basic 
principles of flight, then, step by step, takes the 
reader through a comprehensive course in flying 
instruction from the first flight to blind flying and 
aerobatics. This “ tabloid ” method of instruction 
affords a rapid grasp of the subject, and even the 
functions and working principles of such compli
cated instruments as the radio compass, the direc
tional gyro, the automatic pilot and the artificial 
horizon become obvious at a glance.

The publishers credit the author with having 
incorporated in this book everything about flying 
that can possibly be taught by word and picture, 
and if this is rather too high a claim for anyone but 
a publisher to make, it may at least be agreed that 
this book probably comes nearer to achieving it 
than any yet published.

AIR POWER
“  T h e  R o y a l  A i r  F o rce  ”  : B y  A i r  V ic e -  
M a r s h a l  E . L .  G o ssage  : W i l l ia m  H o d g e
&  C o . : 2s. 6d .

THIS highly-topical little book is based on a 
series of lectures on Air Power which the author 
delivered at London University, and deals with the 
contribution of the Royal Air Force to our national 
security.

It traces the development of Air Power from the 
epoch-marking day in July, 1917, when the first 
daylight air raid was launched on London, and goes 
on to discuss aviation’s part in conjunction with 
naval and military operations and in the defence of 
our coasts. Subsequent chapters deal with the role 
of Air Power in the defence system of the Empire 
and in the present-day methods of safeguarding the 
British Isles against aerial invasion.

Naturally so wide and complex a theme cannot 
fully be dealt with in the scope of four lectures, but 
this book serves admirably as an introduction to a 
subject of which every taxpayer, and certainly every 
member of the rising generation, should have, at 
least, a sound general knowledge. And certainly 
there can be few men better qualified to write of 
the R.A.F.'s contribution to the defence of England 
and the Empire than Air Vice-Marshal Gossage, 
who, after extensive administrative experience of 
the Royal Air Force overseas, is now, as the Air 
officer commanding No. 11 (Fighter) Group, in 
charge of those fighter squadrons upon which the 
Empire’s capital would largely rely for its defence 
in the event of aerial attack.

ACES OF FRANCE
“ F re n c h  W a r  B ir d s  ”  : B y  “ V ig i la n t  ” : 
J o h n  H a m ilto n  : 8s. 6d .

A COMPANION volume to the same author’s 
“ German War Birds,” this is an enthralling 
account of some of the greatest, as well as some of 
the lesser-known, airmen who achieved “ ace- 
hood ” in the French Air Service during the Great 
War.

To a large extent the stories of the French 
“  aces ” must be the history of that famous French 
scout squadron, Les Cigognes, or “  The Storks,” for

at one time or another the names of most of 
France’s greatest air fighters were to be found on 
the roster of this squadron.

In the several chapters which he devotes to “  The 
Storks,” “  Vigilant ” gives an intimate picture of 
the daily life of this great fighter unit, describing 
manners and customs altogether different from 
those that obtained among British and German 
airmen. Against this realistic background, there 
come to life again the historic figures of such heroes 
as Nungesser, “ somewhat pompous in manner, 
and likes to advertise himself both in the air and 
on the ground,” and who “ has a plate in his head 
and a false roof to his mouth, which makes him 
speak queerly ”  ; Duellin, “ a typical cavalry
m an,” who does not care how close he approaches 
an opponent and who delights in telling of the 
occasion when he came so near that “ the German 
pilot’s blood splashed his windscreen ” ; Pere 
Brocard, the “ King Stork ” ; the delicate Guyne- 
mer, and a host of others no less famous.

Nor were Frenchmen the only ones to bring fame 
to the records of Les Cigognes, for, more cosmo
politan than the R.F.C., the French Air Service 
accepted foreigners of almost any nationality, pro
vided their credentials were satisfactory. Thus, 
among “ The Storks,” there were a Japanese, 
Baron Chigueno ; two Russians, Brodowitch and 
Krutaigne ; a Chinaman, Tsu, who scored four 
victories, and Frank Baylies, an American and a 
former member of the Lafayette Squadron.

Rdne Fonck, Pierre and Jean Navarre and Roland 
Garros—the exploits of each one of whom would 
provide sufficient material tor a book more exciting 
than any fiction—are all dealt with at length, and 
their human weaknesses no less than their amazing 
skill and courage in action are well described. The 
result is a fascinating work that probably gives a 
better idea of War-time conditions in the French 
Air Service and a more intimate picture of the 
airmen whose names are now emblazoned in 
French history than any other book yet published 
in this country.

MORE THAN A DIARY
“  T h e  A ir m a n ’s  D ia r y ,  1938  " ; G eo rg e  
N e w n e s  a n d  L e t t s  Q u ik r e f  D ia r ie s  L t d : 
i s .  6d . a n d  2s. 6d .

THE 1938 edition of this popular diary has been 
vastly improved by the addition of a number of new 
articles to the preliminary matter, and the intro
duction of a 16-page photographic section showing 
the development of British aircraft from the time 
of the Grahame-White box-kite up to the present 
day.

The new matter includes articles on How to Join 
the R.A.F., a List of Air V.C.’s, and a Short History 
of the R.A.F. There are also all regular features 
of previous issues, such as the lists of R.A.F. 
Squdrons, Notable Flights and World Records, 
Flying Clubs and Schools, Aircraft and Engine 
Manufacturers, all of which have been brought 
right up-to-date. Altogether, a unique and con
stantly useful diary for air-minded people of all 
ages.

B O O K S  R E C E I V E D
The following new books will be reviewed in a

subsequent number : —
“ I Wanted Wings.” By Beime Lay. Chapman &

Hall, 10s. 6d.
“ Air War.” By W. O’D. Pierce. Watts & Co.,

2s. 6d.
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Father of the Fighters
THE VICKERS F.B. 9, 

OR “ GUN BUS” 
OF 1916

The Story of a Pioneer Type of British Fighter, with  
Full Instructions for Building a Scale Model

By JAMES HAY STEVENS

BE F O R E  th e  G reat W a r, a n d  e v e n  
d u r in g  th e  e a r ly  m o n th s  o f  h o s t i l i 
t ie s , l i t t le  a t te n t io n  w a s  p a id  to  

d e fe n s iv e  a r m a m e n t  o n  a ir cra ft. O n e or  
tw o  iso la te d  e x p e r im e n ts  h a d  b een  ca rr ied  
o u t— su c h  a s  th e  S h o rt “  G un  C arrier ”  
s e a p la n e — b u t th e  o n ly  se r io u s  e ffo rt, 
so  fa r  a s  th e  R .F .C . w a s  c o n c e r n e d , w a s  
th e  V ic k e r s  “  G un  B u s ,”  w h ic h  w a s  
p ro d u ced  in  1 9 1 4  b efo re  th e  o u tb r e a k  o f  
th e  W a r. I n  it s  o r ig in a l fo r m  it  w a s  
k n o w n  a s  th e  F .B . 5 , a n d  a fte r  p a ss in g  
th r o u g h  e x te n d e d  m ilita r y  tr ia ls  w ith  
f ly in g  c o lo u r s , i t  w a s  ordered  in  q u a n t ity  
b y  th e  R .F .C . I t  w a s  a  v e r y  g o o d  a e r o 
p la n e  for its  d a y , a n d  se v e r a l e x a m p le s  
o f i t  r e m a in e d  in  u se  u n ti l  a s  la te  a s  
M arch , 1 9 1 6 .

A  y e a r  o f  w a r  e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  th e  
F .B . 5 , h o w e v e r , r e su lte d  in  th e  a p p ea r
a n c e , in  D e c e m b e r , 1 9 1 5 , o f  a n  im p ro v e d  
v e r s io n , th e  F .B . 9  “  G un B u s ,”  a n d ,

a lth o u g h  th e  C o n sta n tin e sc o  g u n -g e a r  
w a s  s o o n  to  ren d er  th e  p u sh e r  o b so le te , 
n in e ty - f iv e  F .B . 9 ’s  w e r e  b u ilt  fo r  th e  
R o y a l F ly in g  C orps.

T h e  n e w  “  G un  B u s  ”  w a s  v e r y  s im ila r  
to  th e  e a r lie r  o n e . A  c o m p lic a te d  u n d e r 
ca rr ia g e  w ith  sk id s  h a d  g iv e n  p la c e  to  a  
p la in  “  v e e ,”  a n d  w in g -t ip s  w e r e  ro u n d ed  
in s te a d  o f  sq u a r e . R a f  w ir e  b r a c in g  h a d  
rep la ced  c a b le s , a n d  an  im p r o v e d  fo rm  
o f  g u n  m o u n t in g  h a d  b een  e v o lv e d .

Typical War-time Construction

ST R U C T U R A L L Y , th e r e  w a s  n o th in g  
o u ts ta n d in g  a b o u t  th e  “ G u n  B u s ,”  

— it w a s  ty p ic a l o f  its  d a y . T h e  w in g s  
w e r e  sp r u c e -fr a m e d  a n d  c o v e r e d  w ith  
fa b r ic . A ll  in te r p la n e  s tr u ts  w e r e  o f  
sp r u c e  sp in d le d  to  a  s tr e a m lin e  s e c t io n .  
A  p o in t  o f  in te r e st  to  m o d e lle r s , w h ic h  
d o e s  n o t  s h o w  c le a r ly  in  th e  G .A . D r a w 
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in g , is  th a t  th e  s tr u ts  o f  th e  in n e r  b a y  
a r e  co n s id e r a b ly  d eep er  in  s e c t io n  th a n  
th e  o u te r  o n e s .

T h e  n a c e l le  w a s  o f  a  r e c ta n g u la r  c r o ss -  
s e c t io n  .w ith  a  r o u n d e d  fa ir in g  o n  th e  
to p  d e c k in g . T h e  o b se rv er , in  th e  fro n t  
c o c k p it , w a s  a rm ed  w ith  a  L e w is  g u n  
o n  a  sp e c ia l m o u n t in g , w h e r e a s  in  th e  
F .B . s  a n  o rd in a ry  b e lt - fe d  V ic k e r s  g u n  
h a d  b een  u se d . O n  th e  s id e s  o f  th e  
n a c e l le  o u ts id e  th e  o b se r v e r ’s  c o c k p it ,  
th e r e  w ere, tw o  w o o d e n  w a lk w a y s , p la ced  
o v e r  th e  ru d d er c o n tr o l c a b le s . T h e  
p i lo t ’s  c o c k p it  w a s  r a ise d  s lig h t ly  a b o v e  
th e  o b se r v e r ’s , a n d  fu ll  d u a l co n tr o ls  
w e r e  p ro v id ed . A t  th e  rea r  o f  th e  
n a c e l le ,  a  c y lin d r ic a l p etro l ta n k  w a s  
m o u n te d  in  th e  to p  d e c k in g . T h e  e n g in e  
w a s  a  io o  h .p . G n o m e  n in e  cy lin d e r  
r o ta r y , th e  ty p e  w h ic h  h a d  b een  u se d  
w ith  su c h  s u c c e s s  o n  th e  F .B . 5 .

T h e  ta il  a s se m b ly  w a s  ca rr ied  o n  fou r  
s t e e l  tu b e  b o o m s, sp a c e d  v e r t ic a lly  b y  
fo u r  sp r u c e  s tr u ts . T h e  s id e  b a y s  w e r e  
b ra ced  b y  R a f  w ir e  a n d  th e r e  w a s  a lso

c e r ta in  c r o s s -b r a c in g  in  p la n , w h ic h  m a y  
b e  se e n  in  th e  G .A . D r a w in g . T h e  ta i l -  
p la n e , e le v a to r s , fin  a n d  rudder w e r e  a ll  
e x te n s iv e ly  b raced  b y  s tr e a m lin e  w ir e s .

T h e  “  v e e s  ”  o f  th e  u n d e r c a r r ia g e  
w e r e  o f  s te e l tu b e , w ith  lig h t  w o o d e n  
s tr e a m lin e  fa ir in g s . T h e se  "  v e e s  ”  w e r e  
c r o ss -b r a c e d , in  th e  p la n e  o f  th e  rea r  
s tr u ts , b y  s tr e a m lin e  w ir e s . T h ere  w e r e  
a ls o  tw o  m e ta l s te p s  fo r  th e  crew  o n  th e  
fr o n t  le g  o f th e  le f t -h a n d  “  v e e .”

Performance DetailsDE T A IL S  o f th e  d im e n s io n s  a n d  p er
fo r m a n c e  o f  b o th  th e  F .B . 5  a n d  th e  

F .B . 9  w e r e  a s  fo l lo w s  :
F.B. 5 F.B. 9

Span . . 36 ft. 6 in. 33 ft. 9 in.
Length . 27 ft. 2 in. 28 ft. 6 in.
Weight, empty . 1,220 lb. 1,160 lb.
Weight, loaded . . 2,050 lb. 2,000 lb.
Military load . 400 lb. 440 lb.
Fuel capacity . 4 hours 4 hours.
Range (still air) . . 330 miles 360 miles.
Speed at 5,000 ft.. . 70 m.p.h. 80 m.p.h.
Landing speed . 41 m.p.h. 47 m.p.h.
Climb to 5,000 ft. . 16 mins. 15 mins.
Ceiling . 9,000 ft. 10,500 ft.

H O W  T O  B U IL D  T H E  S C A L E  M O D EL  
Details of Materials, Tools and Constructional Methods for 

Building a Solid Scale Model

Re p r o d u c e d  o n  th e  o p p o site  p a g e  
to  a  i^ n d  s c a le  is  a  G en era l A r r a n g e 

m e n t  D r a w in g  o f  th e  V ic k e r s  F .B . 9 . 
T h e  lis t  o f  m a te r ia ls  w h ic h  fo llo w s , a n d  
th e  d im e n s io n s  s h o w n  o n  th e  s k e tc h e s ,  
h a v e  b een  c a lc u la te d  to  th e  sa m e  sc a le , 
w h ic h  is  th e  sta n d a rd  o n e  th a t  h a s  b een  
u se d  th r o u g h o u t  th is  s e r ie s . If, h o w e v e r ,  
s o m e  o th e r  s c a le  is  p referred , th e  G .A . 
D r a w in g  (or, a t  th e  v e r y  le a s t , th e  s id e  
e le v a t io n )  sh o u ld  b e r e -d r a w n  to  th e  fu ll  
s iz e  o f  th e  d es ired  s c a le .

Materials and Tools
F O R  th e  g u id a n c e  o f  t h o s e  w h o  a re  n e w  
to  m o d e ll in g  th e  r e q u is ite  m a te r ia ls , a n d  
th e ir  a p p r o x im a te  s iz e s ,  a r e  : a  b lo c k  of
w o o d  i f  X £  X £  in . fo r  th e  n a c e lle  ; 
a  s h e e t  o f  p la in  fr e tw o o d  6  X 3 J  X J  in .  
fr o m  w h ic h  to  m a k e  th e  w in g s  a n d  ta il -  
p la n e  ; a  p ie c e  o f  fibre 3  X 3 X &  in .  
to  m a k e  th e  ru d d er a n d  s o m e  od d  p arts ; 
s o m e  2  ft . o f  2 0 -g a u g e  b ra ss  w ir e  fo r

in te r p la n e  s tr u ts , ta il  b o o m s , e tc . W h e e ls  
a n d  a ir sc r e w  m a y  b e b o u g h t  fr o m  a  
m o d e l d ea le r , or th e  m o d e lle r  m a y  re fe r  
to  b a c k  n u m b e r s  o f  A IR  S T O R IE S  for  
fu ll  d e ta ils  o f  h o w  to  m a k e  th e m  h im s e lf .

T h e  fo llo w in g  to o ls  w il l  be fo u n d  
e s s e n t ia l  : a J - in . c h is e l ; sm a ll p la n e  ; 
p e n k n ife  ; o ils to n e  ; s m a ll h a lf -r o u n d  
f ile  ; 3 ^ - in . b ra d a w l ; a r c h im e d e a n  d rill ; 
fr e tsa w  ; sm a ll lo n g -n o s e d  p liers  ; p la s t ic  
w o o d  (th is  is  a c tu a lly  a  “  m a te r ia l ,”  b u t, 
o w in g  to  th e  t im e  a  tu b e  la s ts , it  m a y  b e  
c o n s id ere d  a s  a  “  to o l ” ) ; a  tu b e  o f  
c e l lu lo s e  g lu e  ; a  l ig h t  (w ir e le ss  ty p e )  
so ld e r in g  iro n , f lu x  a n d  so ld er  ; a  p e n n y  
r u le r  m e a su r in g  in  Txjjths, T̂ t h s  a n d  
J g th s  o f  a n  in c h .

Method of Construction
T R A C E  th e  o u t l in e  o f  th e  n a c e lle , p la c e  
th e  tr a c in g  on  th e  b lo c k  o f  w o o d , p in 
p r ic k  th e  o u tlin e , a n d  th e n  m a rk  it  in  
w ith  a  p e n c il . N e x t , c u t  o ff  th e  su r p lu s  
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Fig I .— The tail-boom  jig , show ing d im ensions  
and  m ethod  o f  bending th e  com plete  assem bly  

to shape

w o o d , d ra w  a  c e n tr e - l in e  d o w n  th e  
le n g th s  o f  th e  top  a n d  b o tto m  su r fa c e s  
o f  th e  b lo c k , a n d  a lso  d ra w  th e  p la n  o f  
th e  n a c e lle . T h e  su r p lu s  w o o d  is  a g a in  
r e m o v e d , th e  to p  d e c k in g  o f  th e  fu se la g e  
ro u n d ed  a n d  th e  c o c k p its  h o llo w e d  o u t. 
T h e  m a c h in e -g u n , e n g in e  a n d  a ir sc r e w  
a re  b e s t  b o u g h t  fr o m  a  m o d e l sh o p , a n d  
c a n  b e  fitted  to  th e  n a c e l le  on  c o m p le tio n  
o f  th e  m o d e l. N o w  m a k e  th e  h o le s  for  
c e n tr e -se c t io n  a n d  u n d e r c a r r ia g e  s tru ts .

T h e  ta il b o o m s  a r e  p rep ared  o n  a  j ig ,  
a s  s h o w n  in  F ig . i .  T h e  co rrect p o s it io n s  
fo r  th e  b o o m s  a n d  u p r ig h ts  a r e  d raw n  
c a r e fu lly  o n  a  p iec e  o f  h e a v y  b oard , a n d  
l ig h t  n a ils  or  “  g im p  ”  p in s  are  d riven  in  
to  k e e p  th e  v a r io u s  w ir e s  in  p la c e . T h e  
w ir e s  a re  c u t  to  le n g th , c le a n e d , t in n e d  
a t  th e  a p p r o x im a te  p o s it io n s  o f  th e  so ld er  
jo in ts ,  slip p ed  in to  th e  j ig  a n d  so ld ere d . 
T h e  w ir e  fo r m in g  th e  lo w e r  b o o m  is  in  
o n e  le n g th  ; th e  u p r ig h ts  a n d  up per  
b o o m s  for e a c h  s id e  a r e  so ld ere d  to  it  
w h ile  it  is  in  o n e  s tr a ig h t  p ie c e . A fte r  
so ld e r in g  th e . o th e r  p a r ts , it  is  b e n t  to  a  
“ v e e ”  sh a p e  a t  it s  e x a c t  c e n tr e  (see  
F ig . i  A . a n d  B .) .

T h e  m a in  p la n e s— th e ir  o u t lin e s  h a v in g  
fir st b e e n  d ra w n  o n  a  s h e e t  o f  w o o d —  
a r e  n o w  c u t  o u t  w ith  th e  fr e tsa w . T h e  
u p p e r  w in g  is  m a d e  in  o n e  p ie c e  ; th e  
lo w e r  in  tw o  sep a ra te  p ie c e s . T h e  co rrect  
c a m b e r e d  se c t io n  is  o b ta in e d  b y  ca re fu l  
w o r k  w ith  a  w o o d -p la n e  a n d  g la ssp a p e r . 
T h e  o u t lin e s  o f  th e  a ile r o n s  a re  sco red  
in  w ith  a ru ler  a n d  b ra d a w l.

T h e  ta il-p la n e  a n d  e le v a to r s  a r e  m a d e  
a s  o n e  u n it  fr o m  w o o d . T h e  fin  a n d

ru d d er , a g a in  m a d e  a s  a  s in g le  u n it , a re  
b e s t  c u t  o u t  a n d  sh a p ed  fro m  o r d in a r y  
red  fib re , su c h  a s  is  u se d  in  g a r a g e s  fo r  
m a k in g  w a sh e r s .

U n d e r c a r r ia g e  “  v e e s  ”  a r e  m a d e  fr o m  
le n g th s  o f  b ra ss w ir e , b e n t to  fo rm  lo o p s  
fo r  th e  a x le . In te r p la n e  s tr u ts  a re  p la in  
le n g th s  o f  w ir e . T h e  “  v e e s  ”  a n d  th e  
in te r p la n e  s tr u ts  c a n  b e  fa ir ed  b y fo ld ed  
str ip s  o f  p ap er  (se e  F ig . 2) g lu e d  to  th e ir  
le n g th s , a n d  in  th is  r esp ec t it  is  w o r th  
n o t in g  th a t  th e  in n e r  p a ir  o f  in te r p la n e  
s tr u ts  a r e  n o t ic e a b ly  d eep er  in  s e c t io n  
th a n  th e  o u ter  o n e s .

M e th o d  o f  A ss e m b ly
T H E  u p per p la n e  m a y  b e g iv e n  its  c o r r e c t  
d ih ed ra l a n g le  b y  h e a t in g  o v e r  a  c a n d le  
a n d  th e n  g e n t ly  b e n d in g  b e tw e e n  f in g er

Fig 2.— Paper fa irings in 
p lace  on an in terp lane  
s tr u t  and  undercarriage  

"  vee ”

a n d  th u m b . In  F ig . 3 A  a re  se e n  d e ta ils  
o f  th e  w a y  in  w h ic h  th e  lo w e r  p la n e s  a re  
a tta c h e d  to  th e  n a c e l le  w ith  w ir e  or  p in s .  
N o te , a lso , th a t  th e r e  is  a  ^ t h  in . g a p  
b e tw e e n  th e  in n e r  e n d s  o f  th e  p la n e s  a n d  
th e  s id e s  o f  th e  n a c e l le .  G lu e  th e  lo w e r  
p la n e s  f ir m ly  in  p la c e  ; th e n  fit th e  in te r 
p la n e  s tr u ts , c e n tr e - se c t io n  str u ts  a n d  
th e  to p  p la n e , w ith o u t  g lu e , a n d  a d ju s t  
th e m  u n til  th e  g a p  a n d  a lig n m e n t  a r e  
co r r e c t . T h en , a n d  th e n  o n ly , s h o u ld  
th e  w h o le  b e g lu e d  to g e th e r .

T h e  ta il-b o o m s  h a v e  n o w  to  b e f itte d . 
F ig . 3 B  s h o w s  h o w  th e  e n d s  o f  th e  b o o m s

F i g .  3.—  
D etails o f(A ) low er  
w ing root,
(B) t a i l -  
boom jo in t  
t o  m a i n  
p lane, a n d(C) t a i l -  
b o o m  at 
t a c h m e n t  
t o  t a i l -

p la n e
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f it  in to  g o u g e d  s lo t s  in  th e  p la n e s . T h e se  
s lo ts  sh o u ld  b e  m a d e  b e fo re  a s se m b ly  
a n d  h o le s  p ier ced  for th e  b o o m s , th e  t ip s  
o f  w h ic h  w il l  e n te r  m o r e  e a s ily  if  th e y  
a r e  sh a r p e n e d  w ith  a  file . T h e  r e a r  e n d s  
o f  th e  u p p er  b o o m s  a re  fitted  to  h o le s  
in  th e  le a d in g -e d g e  o f  th e  ta i l -p la n e  
(see  F ig . 3C ). A  p in  is  f itted  in to  th e  to p  
o f  th e  f in — th is  is  a  k in g -p o s t  fo r  th e  
ta il-p la n e  b r a c in g — a n d  a n o th e r  to  it s  
le a d in g -e d g e , a s  s h o w n  in  F ig . 4 .

H a v in g  so ld ere d  th e  b o o m s  a n d  u p 
r ig h ts , e v e n  th e  n e w c o m e r  to  s o ld e r in g  
sh o u ld  n o t  b e  a fra id  to  m a k e  th e  ta i l -  
sk id  o f b ra ss  w ir e , sh o w n  in  F ig . 4 , a n d  
th e n  to  so ld e r  i t  to  th e  ta il  b o o m . W h e n  
th is  h a s  b e e n  d o n e , th e  fin  i s  g e n t ly  
fo rced  o n  to  it  a n d  it s  u p p er en d  g lu e d  
s e c u r e ly  to  th e  ta ilp la n e . L a s t ly , th e  
c r o ss  s tr u t  b e tw e e n  th e  lo w e r  b o o m s  a t  
th e  b o tto m  o f  th e  rear  u p r ig h t  s tr u ts  is  
a lso  so ld ered  in  p la c e .

A fte r  th is  w o r k , th e  u n d e r c a r r ia g e  
w ill  p r a c t ic a lly  fit  it s e lf  ; th o u g h  c a r e  
sh o u ld  b e  ta k e n  to  s e e  th a t  it  is  n e a t ly  
a lig n e d .  ̂ T h e  e n g in e , a ir sc r e w , L ew is  
g u n , w in g - t ip  sk id s  a n d  o th e r  d e ta ils  
a re  th e n  fitte d  to  c o m p le te  th e  a s se m b ly  
o f th e  m o d e l. T h e  m a n y  b r a c in g  w ir e s  
a n d  v a r io u s  c o n tr o l ca b le s  a re  b e s t  fitted  
a fte r  th e  m o d e l h a s  b een  p a in te d .

Painting Instructions
T H E  “  G u n  B u s  ”  in  th e  fo r e g r o u n d  
o f  th e  h e a d in g  sk e tc h  w a s  p a in te d  a ll  
o v e r  w ith  c le a r  d op e, e x c e p t  fo r  so m e  
l ig h t  g r e y  p a in t  o n  th e  to p  a n d  n o se  o f  
th e  n a c e lle . S tru ts  w e r e  v a r n ish e d  sp r u c e , 
a n d  th e  ta il  b o o m s  a n d  u n d e r c a r r ia g e  
s tr u ts  w e r e  b la c k . T h e  w h e e ls  w e r e  
s ilv e r , th e  e n g in e  p o lish e d  s t e e l  (b est  
rep re se n te d  b y  d a rk  g r e y  p a in t) , a n d  th e  
a ir sc r e w  v a r n is h e d  m a h o g a n y . T h e  
c o c k a d e s  w e r e  lik e  th o se  o f  to -d a y ,  
a lth o u g h  th e  ru d d er w a s  p a in te d  w ith  
red , w h ite  a n d  b lu e  v e r t ic a l s tr ip e s—  
th e  red  b e in g  a ft .

T h e  c o lo u r in g  o f  c le a r  d o p ed  fa b r ic  
is  b est  r e p r e se n te d  b y  lig h t  c r e a m  p a in t, 
a lth o u g h  th is  is  n o t  c o m p le te ly  s a t is fa c 
to r y  a s  th e  o r ig in a l w a s  tr a n s lu c e n t  a n d

Fig. 4 .—Details of the tail assembly

a llo w e d  th e  sh a d o w  o f  th e  fra m e w o r k  
to  s h in e  th r o u g h . O n a c t iv e  s e r v ic e  
so m e  o f  th e  m a c h in e s  r e c e iv e d  s ilv e r  
or g r e e n  d o p e , b u t th e  m a jo r ity  r e ta in ed  
th e  c le a r  d o p e . F o r  th e  b e n e fit  o f  th o se  
w h o  l ik e  th e ir  m o d e ls  to  b e  e x a c t  in  
e v e r y  d e ta il , th e  se r ia l n u m b e r s  o f  a ll  
th e  F .B . 9 ’s  in  s e r v ic e  w e r e  : 5 2 7 1  to  
5 2 9 0 , A 1 4 1 1  to  A 1 4 6 0  a n d  A 8 6 0 1  to  
A 8 6 2 5 .

S m a ll 3 d . p o ts  o f  e n a m e l ,  a  N o . 5  
sa b le  b r u sh , a  s m a ll l in e r ’s  b ru sh  an d  
s o m e  tr a n s fe r  c o c k a d e s  c o n s t itu te  th e  
m a te r ia ls  fo r  p a in t in g . T h e  tra n sfers , 
w h ic h  c a n  b e  b o u g h t  fr o m  a  m o d e l sh o p  
fo r  a  fe w  p e n c e , w ill  b e  fo u n d  to  s a v e  
m u c h  a r d u o u s  p a in t in g  w o r k . A p p ly  
th e  p a in t  e v e n ly  a n d  th in ly , a n d  a llo w  
p le n ty  o f  t im e  fo r  it  to  dry  b e tw e e n  c o a ts .

F in e  f lo r is t ’s  w ir e  is  u se d  for th e  
b r a c in g  a n d  c o n tr o l w ir e s  ; th e se  are  
d iffe r e n tia te d  o n  th e  d r a w in g s  b y  ch a in  
lin e s  fo r  th e  fo rm er  a n d  d o u b le  c h a in  
lin e s  fo r  th e  la tte r . C ut th e  w ir e s  d ead  
to  le n g th , w ith o u t  a n y  k in k s  in  th e m ,  
offer  th e m  u p  w ith  a  p a ir  o f  tw e e z e r s  
or w ir e le s s  p lie rs , a n d  fix  th e m  W ith  
s m a ll sp o ts  o f  c e l lu lo s e  g lu e  a t  e a c h  en d .

PRINCIPAL DIMENSIONS OF\THE 
VICKERS F.B.9

Span • . 33' 9
Length . • . 28' 6
Chord . • 5' 6
Dihedral . • 14
Incidence • 3

NEXT M O N TH : The Hawker Fury II and the Sopwith Camel
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Your Work, Your Pay 
and

The size of your salary largely depends on 
what you know and therefore can do. The more 
you know, the greater your pay.

Success is a matter of TRAINED ABILITY, 
which adds so much to a man's income, security, 
and happiness.

If you are in the early stages of your career 
and have not yet had a specialised training, 
make use of the I.C.S. Way to Better Pay.

The I.C.S. train ambitious men for a high 
level of efficiency in the work of their choice. 
The student studies at home in his spare time. 
He is instructed individually, not as one of a 
class. He progresses a t his own natural pace. 
Little by little his earning-power increases. He 
becomes a TRAINED MAN, competent to fill a 
responsible position.

The International Correspondence Schools, 
founded nearly half a century ago, are the greatest 
institution teaching by correspondence in the 
world. In 50 countries, 4,500,000 men and 
women have enrolled for I.C.S. Courses.

Let us tell you in detail exactly how we can 
help you.

WRITE TO-DAY FOR FREE BOOKLET
and advice on any one or more of the following 

subjects:
ACCOUNTANCY
ADVERTISING
AERONAUTICAL ENG.
AGRICULTURE
AIR CONDITIONING
ARCHITECTURE
BOOK-KEEPING
BUILDING
CHEMICAL ENG.
COMMERCIAL ART
COMMERCIAL TRAINING
CIVIL ENGINEERING
D IESEL ENGINEERING
DRAUGHTSMANSHIP
ELECTRICAL ENG.
GENERAL EDUCATION
HORTICULTURE
INSURANCE
JOURNALISM

MARINE ENG. 
MECHANICAL ENG. 
MINING
MOTOR ENGINEERING
PLUMBING
RADIO
SALESMANSHIP 
SANITARY ENG. 
SCIENTIFIC MANAGE

MENT
SECRETARIAL WORK 
SHORT-STORY WRITING 
SURVEYING 
TELEVISION 
TEX TILE  MANUF’G 
WELDING, GAS & ELEC. 
WINDOW DRESSING 
WOODWORKING 
WORKS MANAGEMENT

EXAMINATIONS:
Ttdiaical, Professional Civil Service, Matriculation. 

(State Exam, you wish to pass.)

INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE 
SCHOOLS, LTD.,

DEPT- OS, INTERNATIONAL BUILDINGS, KINGSWAY, 
LONDON, WX.2.

V IT A L  B O O K S
It is of utmost importance that every adult should be fully 
acquainted with the Facts of Life and Sell. On such 
subjects as Physiology, Psychology, Mental Training and 
Health Preservation, we oiler a wide range oi standard 
works of high educational and instructive value by com
petent authors. Hereunder are described a lew popular 
titles. We shall be pleased to forward complete catalogues 
on request.

TH E POPULAR "B EA LE” BOOKS
by Dr. G. GUURTENAY BEALE.

W ISE W E D L O C K  6/4
1 his volume is lull of sane intormation. It is a necessary 
book for every adult. Dr. Norman Haire says: “ I 
consider it to be one of the best, if not the best, of its kind 
available in English.”
T H E  R E A LIT IE S  O F  M A R R IA G E 6/4
ihis work deals in comprehensive manner with the whuie 
subject. It is a necessary book, lor me inarneu and those 
contemplating marriage.
M A R R IA G E B E FO R E  A N D  A F T E R  1/2
This introductory manual will be found lull of indispensable 
intormation and advice.
T H E  C O M P L E T E  H U S B A N D  1/2
1 he reader ol these chapters will be grateful for the skilled 
guidance the author aliords him.
T H E  P E R FE C T  W IFE  1/2
In this manual the author, in the words of an enthusiastic 
reviewer, ** discusses the most intimate matters in an 
altogether charming way.”
T H E  R ID D LE  O F  S E X  8'-
By Dr. J. Tenenbaum. The most practical work available 
on the subject. Vera Brittain says: “ All seekers after 
practical wisdom should buy a copy of this rational aqd 
constructive work.”
T H E  A R T  O F C O U R T S H IP  A N D  M A R R IA G E 2/9
By W. M. Gallichan. A popular guide lor young people.
K N O W  T H Y  B O D Y — The W onders W ithin Us
By Medicus, M.A., B.Sc. 3/10
The most entertaining physiological work ever written. 
The importance of this work may be judged from the fact 
that considerable portions were broadcast as Health 
Talks by the S. African B. Corporation.
N A K ED  A N D  U N A S H A M E D  3/10
By Wm. Welby. 6th Edition. Nudism from the Historical, 
Moral, Health, Physiological, zEsmeiic and Common-sense 
points of view. Beautifully illustrated.
IT ’S O N L Y  N A T U R A L  — The Philosophy of 
Nudism. By Wm. Welby. 3/10
With original illustrations. The Nudist movement has 
grown from small groups to colonies of large membership 
in all parts of the country. In this new work the author 
explains why this is so and shows the reason of its appeal 
to people of a high intellectual standard.
M EM O R Y E F F IC IE N C Y  and how to Obtain It 3/10
An Efficient Memory is the basis of all success—the value 
immeasurable. Mr. J. L. Orton in this new book tells 
How to Train your Memory—How to Memorise—How to 
Acquire a Photographic Memory, etc., etc.
H Y P N O T IS M  M AD E P R A C T IC A L  3/10
A new book wherein is descri bed how to induce Hypnosis 
—its Beneficial and Curative Value, Medically, Education
ally and Socially.
F O O T  E F F IC IE N C Y  2/3
By F. Ramsden, M.I.S.Ch. A practical book on the Care 
of the Feet. A skilled practitioner offers in these pages 
practical and easily followed advice for home treatment 
of most foot troubles.
T H E  C U R E  O F  ST A M M ER IN G , S T U T T E R IN G  
and O ther Functional Speech Disorders 2/9
By J . L. Orton, ihe simple non-operative means whicu 
have cured thousands are completely and clearly set out. 
H O W  T O  C U R E  IN D IG E S T IO N  
H O W T O  C O N O U e K  C O N S T IP A T IO N  
H O W  T O  C U R E  C O U G H S , C O L D S  

A N D  C A T A R R H
H O W T O  C U R E  L IV E R , K ID N E Y  A N D  

B LA D D ER  T R O U B L E S  
H O W  T O  C U R E  R U P T U R E
Five popular booklets by W. R. Lucas wherein 
effective home treatment for the respective d 

clearly explained.

All p r ion  include postage. 1 lies, boohs can be obtainea 
through vow bookseller or direct from

T H E  W A L E S  P U B L IS H I N G  C O .,  
D e p t. 117, 2 6 , C h a r in g C r o s s  R o a d , 

L o n d o n , W .C .2 .
Complete Catalogue oj vital books sent free on request.
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LINE-SHOOTER
Catching a Big Fish, it seems, is Chiefly a m atter of 

Fishing in the Right Spot with the Right Tackle
By R E G IN A L D  S U N N U C K S

Fl i g h t  l i e u t e n a n t  r a w s o n
S Y M E S  w a s  w e t  th r o u g h  a n d  tired  
a lm o s t  to  th e  p o in t o f  e x h a u s t io n .  

F u r th e r m o r e , h e  w a s  a n g r y  w ith  h im s e lf ,  
fo r  h e  h a d  ju s t  m a d e  a  b ad  la n d in g .  
N o th in g  w a s  s tr a in e d  or b r o k e n , b u t  
th e  b ig  f ly in g -b o a t  w a llo w e d  in  th e  sh o r t, 
ch o p p y  s e a . W ith  h er  e n g in e s  t ic k in g  
o v er , sh e  s w u n g  s lo w ly  in to  w in d .

S y m e s  e a s e d  h is  fe e t  fr o m  th e  ru d d er-  
b a r a n d  ru b b ed  h is  k n e e . H is  r ig h t  le g  
w a s  c o m p le te ly  n u m b  a n d  h a d  to  b e  
sm a c k e d  in to  life . F or  s ix  h o u r s  h e  h a d  
b een  p u sh in g  h is  fo o t  o n  th e  ru d d er-b a r  
to  k eep  h is  g ig a n t ic  m a c h in e  fr o m  y a w in g  
to  p ort, a n d  h is  le g  h a d  g o n e  to  s lee p .

“  A  r o tte n  trip  ! ”  e x c la im e d  th e  
o b se rv er  fr o m  th e  fro n t c o c k p it . T h ere  
w a s  a  s c o r n fu l to n e  in  h is  v o ic e .

“  Y e s ,”  a g r e e d  S y m e s , “  a n d  a  ro tte n  
la n d in g , to o . B e tte r  c o m e  a f t  w h ile  I 
ta x i i n . ”

T h e  e n g in e s  th ro b b ed  a n d  th e  m a c h in e  
crab b ed  s lo w ly  to w a r d s  th e  s lip w a y .  
S h e e ts  o f  s a lt  sp r a y  sw e p t  lik e  ra zo r  
b la d e s  in to  th e  c o c k p it  u n ti l  th e  p ilo t  
g a sp e d  fo r  b r e a th . F e lix s to w e  w a s  cer 
ta in ly  n o t  liv in g  u p  to  it s  r e p u ta t io n  for  
b a lm y  a ir  a n d  w a r m  s u n s h in e  o n  th a t  
O ctob er  e v e n in g  in  1 9 1 6 .

A t  th e  s lip w a y , th e  b ig , u n w ie ld y  b o a t  
w a s  h a n d le d  b y  a  w a d in g  p a r ty . L in e s  
w e r e  th r o w n , sh a r p  o rd ers  r a n g  o u t, a n d  
a lm o s t  im p e r c e p tib ly  th e  h u g e  F .2 A .  
w a s  h a u le d  u p  to  th e  ta r m a c .

“  H e llo , S y m e s ,”  g r e e te d  a  c h o r u s  o f  
c h e e r y  v o ic e s  a s  h e  e n te r e d  th e  m e ss  
fo llo w e d  b y  h is  o b se rv er , B il ly  R o w le y .



“  H a v e  y o u  s e e n  a n y th in g  ? ”  
a sk e d  a n x io u s ly .

“  N o t a  t h in g ,”  g r o w le d  S y m e s , lo o k in g  
a r o u n d  h im .

“  N o t a  g o d d a m  t h in g ,”  ad d ed  R o w le y ,  
f l ic k in g  a  le n g th  o f  co rd  lik e  a  c o w b o y  
s w in g in g  h is  la s s o . B il ly  R o w le y  w a s  a  
C a n a d ia n , a n d  h e  w a s  n e v e r  w ith o u t  h is  
co rd , w ith  w h ic h  h e  p r a c tise d  a ll  k in d s  
o f  tr ic k s , o f te n  to  th e  d isc o m fitu r e  o f  th e  
m e s s .

S y m e s  g a v e  h is  o b se r v e r  a n d  h is  ro p e  
a  lo o k  o f  d isa p p r o v a l a n d  s tro d e  fa r th er  
in to  th e  g ro u p .

“  I ’m  fed  u p ,”  h e  sa id  b itte r ly . “  F o r  
m o n th s  w e ’v e  b e e n  g o in g  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  
th e  sa m e  a r e a , a n d  n o t  o n c e  h a v e  w e  g o t  
e v e n  a  g lim p se  o f  a n  e n e m y  s u b m a r in e .”

11 T h e  s a m e  h e r e ,”  sh o u te d  a n o th e r  
p ilo t , “ I ’m  fed  u p , to o . I th in k  I ’ll tr y  
a n d  g e t  tra n sferre d  to  a  s c o u t  s q u a d r o n .”

“  F r itz  is  s o m e w h e r e  o n  o u r b e a t ,”  
a n  o ld er  p ilo t  sa id  a s su r in g ly . “  S h ip s  
a r e  b e in g  s u n k  e v e r y  d a y .”

“  B u t  w h o  th e  d e v il c a n  s e e  h im  ? ”  
a sk e d  S y m e s . “  L o o k  a t  th e  fo g  a n d  th e  
d r iz z le . W h y , it  w a s  a s  m u c h  a s  I c o u ld  
d o  to  se e  E n g la n d , le t  a lo n e  a  su b m e r g e d  
s u b m a r in e .”

“ Y es , y e s ,”  a g r e e d  th e  o ld er  o fficer . 
“  I a d m it  it  h a s  b e e n  p re tty  b ad  la te ly ,  
b u t if  y o u  w a n t  to  c a tc h  a n y th in g  y o u  
m u s t  first u n d e r sta n d  its  l i t t le  w a y s .  
F o r  in s ta n c e , y o u  w o u ld  n e v e r  th in k  o f  
ta k in g  a  tr o u t lin e  to  L a n d g u a r d  P o in t .  
C od is  m o r e  th e  k in d  o f  fish  y o u  e x p e c t  
to  fin d  t h e r e .”

“  W e ll ? ”  e n q u ir e d  S y m e s , a n d  th e n ,  
tu r n in g  sh a r p ly  ro u n d  to  h is  o b se r v e r , 
h e  c a lle d  o u t , “ F o r  th e  lo v e  o f  p e a c e ,  
B il ly , p u t th a t  ro p e d o w n . I t  g e ts  o n  m y  
n e r v e s .”

B il ly  h a d  n e a t ly  la s so e d  a  s te w a r d ,  
b u t  n o b o d y  se e m e d  to  b e  in  th e  h u m o u r  
fo r  tr ic k s , h o w e v e r  c le v e r . B e s id e s , a s  
o n e  officer  r e m a r k e d , * * O ur d r in k s  m ig h t  
g e t  u p s e t .”

B il ly  c o n se n te d  to  b e  g o o d , a n d  t h e  
o ld e r  o fficer  w e n t  o n  w ith  h is  a d v ic e .  
“  W h y  n o t  p a y  a  v is it  to  o u r  su b m a r in e  
c h a p p ie s  ? ”  h e  s a id . “  T h eir  d ep ot sh ip  
i s  o n ly  a  m ile  a w a y , a n d  t h e y ’ll g iv e  y o u  
s o m e  v e r y  u se fu l t ip s . T h en  y o u  ca n  g o  
f is h in g  in  th e  r ig h t  sp o t  w ith  th e  r ig h t

t a c k le .”
T h e  s u g g e s t io n  m e e t in g  w ith  g e n e r a l  

a p p ro v a l, it  w a s  d ec id e d  to  m a k e  th e  
v is it  fo r th w ith .

H.M .S . “ M A ID S T O N E ,”  w ith  a n  e x -  
lin e r  c a lle d  th e  “  P a n d o r a ,”  w a s  

th e  h o m e  o f  th e  su b m a r in e  c o n t in g e n t .  
T h e se  sh ip s  w e r e  p e r m a n e n t ly  se c u r e d  
to  th e  q u a y  a t  H a r w ic h , a n d  a lo n g s id e  
la y  th e ir  s lim , s le e k  c h a r g e s . T h ere  w a s  
a lw a y s  p le n ty  o f  b u s t le  o n  th e  s h ip s  ; 
o ffice rs  c o m in g  a n d  g o in g  o n  le a v e  ; 
su b m a r in e s  s h o v in g  o ff a n d  a r r iv in g  ; 
c r e w s  in  c le a n  w h ite  s w e a te r s  a n d  se a  
b o o ts  tu m b lin g  in to  th e ir  sh ip s , a n d  o th e r  
c r e w s  c o m in g  a b o a rd  in  d ir ty , o ily  je r s e y s  
a fte r  a  tw o  w e e k s ’ h a rd  p a tro l. T h ere  
w e r e  lib e r ty  m e n  in  N u m b er  O n es , a ll 
in sp e c te d  a n d  r e a d y  for le a v e , s ta ff  o ffice rs  
w ith  c o d e  b o o k s  tu c k e d  u n d e r  th e ir  a r m s ,  
a n d  R o y a l N a v a l R e se r v e  n a v ig a to r s  
c a r r y in g  r o lls  o f  c h a r ts . A n d  a t th e  g a n g 
w a y  th e r e  w a s  a  s o ld ie r ly  f ig u re , e r e c t  
a n d  v ig i la n t— th e  co rp o ra l o f M a r in es .

“ B l im e y ,”  th a t  s e n t in e l m u tte r e d , a s  
h e  c a u g h t  s ig h t  o f  th e  a d v a n c in g  g r o u p  
o f  R .N .A .S . o ff ice rs . “  L o o k  w h a t ’s  
a r r iv e d .”

“  A ir  S e r v ic e  o f f ic e r s ,”  s a id  th e  
Q u a r te r m a ste r . “  B e t  th e r e ’ll  b e a  p a r ty  
h e r e  t o - n ig h t .”

T h e  g u a r d ia n s  o f  th e  g a n g w a y  p u lle d  
th e m s e lv e s  to g e th e r  to  r e c e iv e  th e  A ir  
S e r v ic e  an d , a  f e w  m in u te s  la te r  th e  
v is i to r s ’ a rr iv a l in  th e  w a r d r o o m  c o in 
c id e d  w ith  th e  s ig n a l to  “  p u sh  th e  b o a t  
o u t  ”  in  tr a d it io n a l s ty le .

T h e r e  w a s  a  b a b e l o f  c o n v e r s a t io n , lo u d  
a n d  m e r r y . T r u e , s o m e  o f  it  w a s  sh o p  
ta lk , b u t m o s t ly  i t  d r ifted  in to  a  d is c u s s io n  
o n  n a v ig a t io n  in  L o n d o n , sp e c ia l p o in t  
b e in g  g iv e n  to  th e  p er ils  in  th e  v ic in ity  
o f  S h a fte sb u r y  A v e n u e . N o b o d y  s tr u c k  
a  s e r io u s  v e in , a n d  th e  B in g  B o y s  h a d  a  
fa r  m o r e  p r o m in e n t  p la c e  th a n  th e  
in te r m in a b le  W a r .

R a w so n  S y m e s , k e e n  a s  m u sta r d , b u t  
w ith  m u c h  a r d u o u s  to il  a s  y e t  u n r e w a r d e d  
b y  th e  s ig h t  o f a  su b m a r in e , w a s  im p a t ie n t  
to  g e t  o n  w ith  th e  rea l o b je c t  o f  h is  v is it .

“  G iv e  u s  a  s o n g , S in b a d ,”  th e  c ro w d  
sh o u te d  to  a  R o y a l N a v a l R e se r v e

AIR STORIES
e v e r y b o d y



LINE-SHOOTER
lie u te n a n t .

“  C a n ’t , ”  r ep lied  S in b a d . “  I  m u s t  
g o  d o w n  a n d  d e c o d e  th is  s ig n a l. S h a n ’t  
b e l o n g . ”

‘ ‘ A r e  y o u  g o in g  d o w n  in to  y o u r  
su b . ? ”  S y m e s  e n q u ired  e a g e r ly .

‘ ‘ W h y , y e s ,”  sa id  th e  R e s e r v e  m a n  
a s  h e  p u sh e d  h is  w a y  to  th e  d o o r .

S y m e s  s a w  h is  o p p o r tu n ity .
“  C an I c o m e  w ith  y o u  ? ”  h e  a sk e d ,  

s h o u t in g  to  m a k e  h im s e lf  h e a r d  a b o v e  
th e  d in  o f  a  p ia n o  w h ic h  h a d  j u s t  s ta r te d  
u p .

“  Y es , i f  y o u  l i k e ,”  rep lied  t h e  l ie u 
te n a n t , “  b u t  i t ’s  a  r o tte n  n ig h t  o u t s id e .”

“  O .K .,”  c r ied  S y m e s , a n d , s te p p in g  
o u t  in to  th e  a l le y w a y , h e  fo llo w e d  th e  
R e se r v e  m a n .

D o w n  a n  ir o n  la d d er  w ith  a  c la t te r in g  
ir o n  c h a in  h a n d r a il a n d  th r o u g h  a  s e a 
m e n ’s  m e s s -d e c k , th e y  p a ssed  to  a  b u lk 
h e a d  d oor. A n  ic y  b la s t  o f  w in d  s tr u c k  
th e m  a s  t h e y  fo u n d  th e m s e lv e s  a t  th e  
to p  o f  a  g a n g w a y  w h ic h  led  th r o u g h  th e  
s h ip ’s  s id e , d o w n  to  th e  su b m a r in e s .

*‘ C arefu l h e r e ,”  w a r n e d  S in b a d , a s  
h e  led  th e * w a y . “  M y b o a t ’s  th e  s e c o n d  
o v e r .”

S y m e s  g r ip p ed  th e  ta u t  l i f e l in e ,  a n d  
m a d e  h is  w a y  s lo w ly  d o w n  th e  g a n g 
p la n k . T h e  c o ld  a ir  m a d e  h im  s h iv e r  
s l ig h t ly , a n d  h e  s a w  th a t  th e r e  w e r e  fo u r  
su b m a r in e s  in  th is  tr o t .

T h e y  h a d  to  e n te r  S in b a d ’s s u b m a r in e  
th r o u g h  th e  c o n n in g - to w e r , a s  th e  to rp ed o  
h a tc h  w a s  c lo se d . E v e r y th in g  w a s  s p ic k -  
a n d -sp a n , b u t  th e r e  w a s  n o  b u r n ish e d  
b ra ss  h e r e . T h e  h a tc h  th r o u g h  w h ic h  
th e y  n o w  d e sc e n d e d  lo o k e d  lik e  a  m a n h o le  
le a d in g  to  a  se w e r . D o w n  t h e y  w e n t ,  
lo w e r  a n d  lo w e r — m u c h  fa r th e r  th a n  
S y m e s  h a d  e x p e c te d . T h e n  su d d e n ly  
h is  e y e s  w e r e  d a z z le d  b y  b r il l ia n t  lig h ts  
a n d  a  m a s s  o f  h ig h ly  p o lish e d  m a c h in e r y .  
S y m e s  fe lt  m u c h  a s  a n  a n t  m u s t  fe e l  in  
th e  b o w e ls  o f  B ig  B e n .

“  T h e  c o n tr o l r o o m ,”  e x p la in e d  S in b a d . 
“  T h is  p o r t io n  is  th e  w a r d r o o m  a n d  
c h a r tr o o m . T h e  sk ip p e r  h a s  th e  b u n k ,  
a n d  I s lin g  a  h a m m o c k  h e r e .”

S y m e s  w a s  fla b b erg a sted , h e  h a d  e x 
p e c te d  to  fin d  fa r  m o r e  s p a te  a n d  g r e a te r  
c o m fo r t  th a n  th is . H is  c o m p a n io n  
b r o u g h t o u t  h is  k e y s  a n d  o p e n e d  a  s a fe .

H e  s la p p e d  tw o  h e a v y  c o d e -b o o k s  o n  th e  
ta b le  a n d  b e g a n  to  s c a n  a  fe w  p a g e s .

“  N o th in g  im p o r ta n t  in  th e  s ig n a l ,”  
h e  a n n o u n c e d . ‘ ‘ J u s t  r o u t in e  c o r r e c 
t io n s  to  c h a r ts . I t  ’ll k e e p  t i l l  to -m o r r o w . ’ ’ 
H e  p u t  th e  w h o le  lo t  b a c k  in  th e  s a fe  
a n d  s la m m e d  th e  d o o r .
“  T  I  T H A T 'S  y o u r  b ig g e s t  d a n g er  ? ”

V V  S y m e s  a sk e d , a n x io u s  to  h e a r  
a n d  le a r n  s o m e th in g  a b o u t  h is  jo b .

S in b a d  th o u g h t  fo r  a  m o m e n t .  H e  
c h o s e  h is  w o r d s  c a r e fu lly .

“  W e l l ,”  h e  rep lied , a t  le n g th , ‘ ‘ to  b e  
tr u th fu l, d e p th -c h a r g e s  a n d  a e r o p la n e s .”

“  A e r o p la n e s  ? ”  r ep ea te d  S y m e s  w ith  
su r p r ise . ‘ ‘ W h y , I ’v e  b e e n  h u n t in g  
s u b m a r in e s  fo r  th r e e  m o n th s  a n d  h a v e n ’t  
se e n  o n e .”

“  N o , b u t I ’ll b e t  t h e y ’v e  s e e n  y o u  
th r o u g h  th e  sk y sc r a p e r  p e r isc o p e , ’ ’ S in b ad  
to ld  h im , s m ilin g .

S y m e s  w a s  in te r e ste d , b u t  p u z z le d . 
‘ ‘ I d o n ’t  u n d e r s ta n d ,”  h e  a d m itte d . 
“  I f th e y  s e e  m e , w h y  c a n ’t  I s e e  th e m  ? ”

S in b a d  sm ile d , je r k e d  o u t  a  s lid in g  
ta b le , a n d  p ro d u ced  p e n c il , c h a r t , a n d  
d iv id er s  fr o m  a  d ra w er .

“  N o w ,”  h e  b e g a n  ta p p in g  h is  p e n c il  
o n  th e  c h a r t . “  A  su b m a r in e  c a n , w h e n  
s h e  is  in  g o o d  tr im , d iv e  a t  th e  r a te  o f  
a b o u t  a  fo o t  in  tw o  s e c o n d s , a n d  i t ’s  
tw e n ty - f iv e  fe e t  fr o m  th e  c o n n in g - to w e r  
to  th e  w a te r - l in e .  In  o th e r  w o r d s , s h e  
c a n  g e t  u n d e r  p r e tty  q u ic k . B u t  o n c e  
u n d e r  th e  w a te r , h er  m a x im u m  sp e ed  is  
o n ly  a b o u t  th r e e  k n o ts . O f c o u r se , sh e  
c a n  r e a l ly  d o  m o r e  th a n  th a t ,  b u t if  sh e  
d o e s  th e  b a tte r y  r u n s  d o w n  a t  s u c h  a  
sp e ed  th a t  s h e  c o u ld  n o t  k e e p  it  u p  fo r  
m o r e  th a n  tw o  h o u r s . A n d  th e n  it  w o u ld  
ta k e  a b o u t  te n  h o u r s  to  r e - c h a r g e .”

‘ ‘ R e -c h a r g e  ? ”  en q u ir e d  S y m e s .
“  Y e s . W e  c a n  o n ly  r e -c h a r g e  w h e n  

o n  th e  s u r fa c e  w ith  th e  o il  e n g in e s  
r u n n in g . O n th e  o th e r  h a n d , w e  ca n  
k n o c k  u p  a b o u t  fo u r te e n  k n o ts  o n  th e  
s u r f a c e .”

‘ ‘ I ’m  b e g in n in g  to  u n d e r s ta n d ,”  sa id  
S y m e s , p le a se d  w ith  S in b a d 's  e n lig h te n in g  
e x p la n a t io n . ‘ ‘ A c tu a lly , ”  h e  c o m m e n te d ,  
“  th e  a e r o p la n e  r e a lly  k e e p s  th e  s u b 
m a r in e  u n d e r — in  fa c t , m o r e  or le s s  
p in n e d  to  o n e  s p o t .”



AIR STORIES
“  T h a t ’s  e x a c t ly  i t , ”  rep lied  S in b a d , 

h a p p y  in  th e  th o u g h t  th a t  h e  w a s  t e l l in g  
a  f ly in g  o fficer  s o m e th in g  h e  d id n ’t  k n o w .  
“  Y o u  s e e , in  a  su b m a r in e , o u r  m e th o d  
w h e n  a t ta c k in g  is  to  g e t  a h e a d  o f  th e  
ta r g e t  w h e n  w e  a r e  s t il l  on  th e  su r fa c e .  
T h e n  w e  d iv e  a n d  w a it  t i l l  th e  e n e m y  
c o m e s  w ith in  r a n g e . T h e n  w e  le t  g o  
th e  to rp ed o . Y o u  s e e ,  w e  in  th e  s u b 
m a r in e  b e in g  s m a lle r  a n d  th e r e fo r e  le s s  
v is ib le , c a n  s e e  th e  la r g e r  sh ip  lo n g  
b e fo r e  s h e  sp o ts  u s . ”

“ O b v io u s ly ,”  a g r e e d  S y m e s , “ a n d  
t h a t ’s  w h e r e  th e  a ir c r a ft  c o m e s  in . So  
w e  r e a lly  a re  d o in g  s o m e  g o o d  in  k e e p in g  
s u b m a r in e s  d o w n  ? ”

“  C e r ta in ly ,”  S in b a d  a ssu r e d  h im .  
“  Y o u  f ly in g  b lo k e s  a r e  fo il in g  a t ta c k s  
a ll  th e  t im e .”

“  I b a d ly  w a n t  to  b a g  a  F r it z ,”  sa id  
S y m e s . ‘ ‘ I w a n t  to  k n o w  th e ir  li t t le  w a y s ,  
so  th a t  I c a n  ta c k le  th e m  m y s e l f .”  

S in b a d  e m p tie d  h is  p ip e  in  a n  a sh tr a y ,  
r e fille d , b le w  a  th ic k  c lo u d  o f  s m o k e  in to  
th e  a ir , a n d  p o in te d  to  th e  ch a r t.

“  F r itz  g e n e r a l ly  h a s  a  b ig  a r e a  to  
c o v e r ,”  h e  w e n t  o n . “ Y o u  v e r y  
s e ld o m  fin d  tw o  o f  th e ir  b o a ts  w o r k in g  
to g e th e r , e x c e p t  w h e n  c o m in g  or  g o in g  
to  a  jo b . H is  l i f e  is  p r e tty  to u g h , a n d  b ad  
w e a th e r  p u ts  h im  o u t  o f  a c t io n .  
R e m e m b e r  th a t . H e  e ith e r  r u n s  fo r  
s h e lte r  or lie s  d o g g o  o n  th e  b o tto m . I f  
th e r e  a r e  h ig h  s e a s ,  h is  to r p e d o e s  a r e  
u s e le s s  e x c e p t  a t  v e r y  c lo se  r a n g e . S o  
k e e p  y o u r  e y e s  o p e n  fo r  sh e lte r e d  w a te r s  
d u r in g  v e r y  b a d  w e a th e r — sh e lte r e d  
w a te r s  a n d  le e  s h o r e s .”

“  W o u ld  h e  a n c h o r  ? ”  e n q u ir e d  
S y m e s .

“  N o , h e  w o u ld n ’t . H e ’d b e  r e a d y  
to  do a  c r a sh  d iv e .”

S in b a d  lo o k e d  a t  th e  c lo c k  a n d  th o u g h t  
o f  th e  s in g - s o n g  in  th e  m o th e r  sh ip .

“  L e t ’s  g e t  b a c k ,”  h e  sa id  im p a 
t ie n t ly . “  W h y  t a lk  a b o u t  th is  o ld  w a r  
w h ile  th e  fu n  is  o n  ? ”

H e  le d  th e  w a y , fo llo w e d  r a th e r  
r e lu c ta n tly  b y  S y m e s . U p  th e  d a r k  
c o n n in g - to w e r , o n  to  th e  su p e r str u c tu r e , 
a n d  o v e r  th e  g a n g p la n k , a n d  th e y  w e r e  
s o o n  b a c k  in  th e  m o th e r  sh ip .

T h e r e  w a s  n o  d iff ic u lty  in  f in d in g  th e  
w a r d r o o m . Y o u  c o u ld  h e a r  it  m ile s

a w a y . T h e y  w e r e  a ll  s in g in g  w ith  terr ific  
g u s to , “  L et th e  g r e a t  b ig  w o r ld  k e e p  
t u r n in g ,”  th e  w h ile  B il ly  R o w le y  w a s  
d o in g  s tu n ts  w ith  h is  la s s o . H e  lasso .ed  
w in e  g la s s e s , c h a ir s , a n d  e v e n  ju n io r  
o fficers , a n d  h e  w o u n d  u p  by s p in n in g  
th e  ro p e in to  a  c ir c le  a n d  sk ip p in g  in  th e  
c e n tr e .

T h e n  th e r e  w a s  a n o th e r  s o n g . S in b a d  
w o n  tr e m e n d o u s  a p p la u se  fo r  a  s e a  
s h a n ty , a n d  th e n  B il ly  in s is te d  o n  a  g r a n d  
f in a le . H e  b u tto n -h o le d  th e  C o m m a n d er . 
S y m e s  k n e w  w h a t  w a s  c o m in g .

“  N o , s ir ,”  h e  c a lle d  o u t  to  th e  C o m 
m a n d e r , “  d o n ’t  ta k e  p a rt in  th is  tr ic k ,  
p le a s e . B il ly , y o u  v il la in , s to p  th is  
n o n se n s e . Y o u  c a n ’t  p la y  th a t  tr ic k  o n  
th e  C o m m a n d e r .”

B u t  th e  C o m m a n d er  w a s  q u ite  g a m e ,  
a n d  th e  C a n a d ia n , e g g e d  o n  b y th e  P a y 
m a s te r , p e r s is te d .

“  N o w , s ir ,”  h e  sa id  in  tru e  s h o w m a n 
lik e  s ty le . “  T a k e  o ff  y o u r  ja c k e t .  
N o w  r a ise  y o u r  c h in , a n d  lo o k  w e ll  a t  
th e  c e ilin g . W a tc h  for m y  rop e, a n d  se e  
it  s ta n d  s tr a ig h t  u p  lik e  a  s t ic k . T h a t ’s  
it , s ir . Y ou r h e a d  ju s t  a  li t t le  h ig h e r .”

T h e  C o m m a n d er  la u g h in g ly  o b e y e d  a ll  
in s tr u c t io n s , a n d  s to o d  w ith  h e a d  w e ll  
b a c k  w a it in g  fo r  th e  ro p e .

B il ly  th e n  p ro d u ced  a  fu n n e l, in se r te d  
it  in  th e  to p  o f  th e  C o m m a n d e r ’s  tr o u se r s ,  
s e iz e d  a  ju g  o f  w a te r , a n d  p o u r e d  th e  
c o n te n ts  in to  th e  fu n n e l.

T h ere  w e r e  r o a r s  o f  la u g h te r , a n d  th e  
C o m m a n d er  h u r r ie d  o ff  to  c h a n g e  h is  
p a n ts , w h ile  th e  A ir  S e r v ic e  b a d e  th e ir  
h o s ts  g o o d -b y e .

TW O  d a y s  a f te r  S y m e s ’ v is i t  to  
H .M .S . “  M a id s to n e  ”  h e  r e c e iv e d  

o rd ers  to  do a  lo n g  p a tro l.
H is  m a c h in e  ta x ie d  o u t  in  b it in g  w in d ,  

ra in  a n d  s le e t . T h e  b ig  b o a t b u m p e d  o n  
th e  to p s  o f  th e  a n g r y  w a v e s , th r o w in g  
d r e n c h in g  sp r a y  o v e r  th e  o p en  c o c k p it  ; 
th e n  s lo w ly  s h e  tu r n e d  in to  w in d  a n d  to o k  
o ff w ith  a  m ig h ty  ro a r .

S y m e s  q u ic k ly  d ec id e d  it  w a s  n o  u se  
c lim b in g  th r o u g h  th e  c lo u d s , w h ic h  
w e r e  o n ly  a t  a  th o u s a n d  fee t . T h e ir  job  
w a s  to  sp o t  s u b m a r in e s , a n d  to  do th a t  
th e y  h a d  to  k e e p  w ith in  s ig h t  o f  th e  
w h ite -c r e s te d  w a v e s .



LINE-SHOOTER
H is  o b se r v e r , B il ly  R o w le y , w a s  b u sy  

w ith  c h a r ts , m a p s  a n d  c o u r se s . T h e  
fir st tr a c k  to o k  th e m  to  a  p o s it io n  c lo se  
to  th e  B e lg ia n  c o a s t , th e n  u p  n e a r  th e  
D u tc h  th r e e -m ile  lim it  to  th e  T e r sc h e llin g  
l ig h tv e s s e l ,  v e r y  c lo se  to  th e  G erm a n  
c o a s t .

T h e  w e a th e r  b e c a m e  s te a d ily  w o r s e  
a s  th e y  f le w , a n d  so o n  th e y  w e r e  fo rce d  
d o w n  to  w ith in  f iv e  h u n d re d  fe e t  o f  th e  
w a te r . B ig  sh ip s , tr a m p s  w ith  S w e d ish  
c o lo u r s  p a in te d  o n  th e ir  s id e s  a n d  s le e k  
E n g lish  d e s tr o y e r s , s e e m e d  to  lo o m  u p  
o u t  o f  th e  m is t , p a ss  u n d e r n e a th , a n d  
th e n  w e r e  lo s t  in  th e  g r e y n e s s  a s te r n .

“ A  w a s te  o f  t im e ,”  m u tte r e d  S y m e s .  
“ If w e  d id  s p o t  s o m e th in g , I d o n ’t  
su p p o se  w e  c o u ld  do a n y th in g  a b o u t  it . 
B e t  th e  v is ib il ity  i s n ’t  m u c h  m o r e ’n  tw o  
m ile s .”

S u d d e n ly  a  l ig h tv e s s e l  sp r a n g  in to  
v ie w .

“  T h e  T e r sc h e llin g  1 ”  sh o u te d  B il ly  
fr o m  fo r r ’a r d . “  Y o u  c a n  a lte r  c o u r se  
d u e  W e s t  n o w .”

“  R ig h t ,”  S y m e s  w a v e d  h is  h a n d , a n d  
th e  b ig  b o a t  tu rn ed  n in e ty  d e g r e e s  in to  
th e  te e th  o f  th e  w e s te r ly  g a le .

F o r  tw o  h o u r s  S y m e s  s tr u g g le d  w ith  
th e  c o n tr o ls . “  T h e r e  m u s t  b e  a  k in k  
s o m e w h e r e  in  th e  h u l l ,”  w e r e  h is  
th o u g h ts , a s  h e  a p p lied  p r e ssu r e  to  h is  
s ta rb o a rd  ru d d er-b a r  to  o v e r c o m e  a  
p e r s is te n t  te n d e n c y  to  y a w .

N o th in g  a p p ea red  in  th e  d u ll, g r e y -  
g r e e n  v ie w  th a t  sp rea d  o u t  b e fo r e  h im ,  
n o t  e v e n  a  s m a ll  sh ip . T h e  e n g in e s  
th ro b b ed  w ith  d u ll m o n o to n o u s  b e a t .  
P r e se n tly  h is  m in d  b e g a n  to  w a n d e r  
a w a y  fr o m  h is  d u ty  o f  sp o tt in g  
s u b m a r in e s .

F o r  a  m in u te  h e  w a s  b a c k  in  th e  w a r d 
r o o m  o f H .M .S . “  M a id sto n e  ” — th e n  in  
S u b m a r in e  N o . - - - - .

“ — E - 6 5 .  T h a t ’s  i t , ”  h e  s a id  a lo u d . 
“  S in b a d  a n d  S u b m a r in e  E - 6 5 .”

T h e n  h e  rem e m b e r e d  S in b a d ’s  w o r d s  
a b o u t  to r p e d o e s  n o t  b e in g  a b le  to  ru n  in  
h ig h  s e a s — a n d  th a t  su b s , w o u ld  s e e k  
sh e lte r e d  w a te r s  in  a  g a le .

A t th a t m o m e n t  B il ly  R o w le y  s to o d  u p  
in  th e  fr o n t c o c k p it .

“  W e  o u g h t  to  s ig h t  th e  E n g lis h  c o a s t  
in  a b o u t f if te e n  m in u t e s ,”  h e  s h o u te d .

“  T h e n  w e  s te e r  S o u th  fo r  h o m e .”
“  R ig h t ,”  S y m e s  rep lied  w ith  a  g r o w l.  

H e  w a s  fed  u p  w ith  th e  N o rth  S ea .
In  d u e  c o u r se , E n g la n d  lo o m e d  u p , 

lo o k in g  g r e y , g r e e n  a n d  d a m p .
“ S teer  S o u th ,”  s h o u te d  th e  o b se rv er , 

b u t S y m e s  d r o v e  s tr a ig h t  o n  to w a r d s  
th e  sh o r e . Q u ic k ly  h e  d rop p ed  to  
n e a r ly  tw o  h u n d re d  fe e t  a n d  s ta r te d  to  
h o p  o v e r  h e a d la n d s , s k im  s m a ll  b a y s  a n d  
d iv e  in to  s m a ll g u ll ie s , b u t a lw a y s  
k e e p in g  a  g o o d  lo o k -o u t  in  th e s e  sh e lte r e d  
w a te r s .

H e  h a d  ju s t  re m e m b e r e d  th a t  th e  e a s t  
c o a s t  o f  E n g la n d  w a s  a  le e  s h o r e  d u r in g  
th is  w e s te r ly  g a le .

“  W h a t ’s th e  g a m e , B u d d y  ? ”  sh o u te d  
th e  C a n a d ia n . “  T h is  o ld  k ite  a in ’t  fit 
for h e d g e -h o p p in g .”

S y m e s  sm ile d  ; h e  w a s  e n jo y in g  h im 
s e lf  a fte r  th a t  lo n g  g r in d  o v e r  th e  N o rth  
S e a .

T h e n , s u d d e n ly , h e  s p o tte d  a  su b 
m a r in e . I t  w a s  ju s t  o v e r  in  th e  n e x t  
b a y  ; th e r e  w a s  o n ly  t h e  h e a d la n d  
b e tw e e n  th e m .

“  O n e o f  o u r s ,”  sh o u te d  B il ly . “  Old  
S in b a d ’s— lo o k , h er  n u m b e r  is  6 5 .”

S y m e s  d ec id ed  to  g iv e  S in b a d  a  s h o c k .  
H e  s tu ffe d  h is  n o se  d o w n  t il l  th e  a ir  
sp e ed  s h o w e d  1 50  k n o ts . T h e  h e a d la n d  
h id  h is  v ie w  o f  th e  s u b m a r in e  a s  h e  lo s t  
a lt itu d e , a n d  h e  s e e m e d  to  d r iv e  s tr a ig h t  
fo r  th e  c lif fs . Q u ic k ly  h e  p u lle d  th e  s t ic k  
b a c k , a n d  th e  h u g e  f ly in g -b o a t  c lim b ed  
s te e p ly , lik e  th e  u p h ill th r ill o f  a  s w itc h -  
b a c k  a f te r  a  lo n g , sh a r p  d e sc e n t .

T h e  a ir c r a ft  p u lled  o v e r  th e  n e c k  o f  
la n d  b y  a  fe w  fe e t . T h e n  w ith o u t  w a r n in g  
S y m e s  s h u t  h is  e n g in e  o ff  a n d , in  fu ll 
v ie w  o f  th e  su b m a r in e , g lid e d  d o w n  to  
la n d — a  m a tte r  o f  tw o  h u n d re d  fe e t .

T h e  h u g e  f ly in g -b o a t  to u c h e d  th e  w a te r  
g r a c e fu l ly , le s s  th a n  th r e e  h u n d r e d  y a rd s  
fr o m  th e  su b m a r in e .

“  H o ly  s m o k e  1 ”  sh o u te d  B il ly . “ I t ’s  
a  F r itz — U - 6 5 .”

SY M E S  r e le a se d  h is  c o n tr o ls  a s  th e  
m a c h in e  s to p p ed  a n d  s le w e d  g e n t ly  

to  th e  g u s ty  b r e e z e . F o r  a  s e c o n d  h e  
s ta red  a t  th e  fu lly -b lo w n  su b m a r in e .  
T h e r e  w a s  n o  d o u b t a b o u t  i t .  H e r  n u m 
b er  w a s  U -6 5 — S in b a d ’s  w a s  E -6 5 .



AIR STORIES
T h e  su b m a r in e  s ta r te d  to  g lid e  a h e a d ,  

a n d  tw o  m e n , o n e  a n  o fficer , ju m p e d  
fr o m  th e  c o n n in g - to w e r  to  th e  fo rw a rd  
g u n . It w a s  a t  th a t  m o m e n t  th a t  B i l ly ’s  
L e w is  g u n  s ta r te d  to  sp it .

“ P h u t -P h u t  ! P h u t  11”  it  sn a p p ed , 
a n d  th e  tw o  su b m a r in e  m e n  d rop p ed  n e a r  
th e  g u n . S y m e s  q u ic k ly  n o te d  th a t  th e  
s u b m a r in e ’s  c o n n in g - to w e r  w a s  n o w  
d ese r te d , a lso  th a t  h e r  n o se  w a s  s l ig h t ly  
d o w n . H e  g a v e  h is  e n g in e s  a  b u rst a n d  
ta x ie d  c lo se r . H e  d id  n o t  k n o w  w h y —  
i t  w a s  u se le s s  to  t r y  a n d  r a m  h e r , h e  
w a s  b o u n d  to  c o m e  o ff  s e c o n d  b e s t— b u t  
h e  ta x ie d  c lo se r  t i l l  h e  w a s  p r a c t ic a lly  
to u c h in g  th e  d e se r te d  su p e r str u c tu r e  o f  
th e  n o w  d iv in g  s u b m a r in e .

“  Go o n ,”  s h o u te d  B il ly . “ C lo se r .”
“  W h a t ’s  th e  g o o d  ? ”  S y m e s  p u sh e d  

th e  n o se  o f  th e  f ly in g -b o a t  c lo se r .
“  C loser ! ”  T h e  e x c ite d  C a n a d ia n  

w a s  w h ir lin g  a  ro p e  o v e r  h is  h e a d . 
R o u n d  a n d  ro u n d  it  w e n t , th e n  s h o t  o u t  
s tr a ig h t  fo r  th e  g u n . T h e  la s so  n e a t ly  
f it te d  o v e r  th e  m u z z le  o f  th e  w ic k e d 
lo o k in g  4 .1 , a n d  a s  th e  su b m a r in e  q u ie t ly  
s lid  u n d e r  th e  w a te r , B il ly  q u ic k ly  p a id  
o u t  h is  lo n g  lin e , s e c u r in g  th e  en d  to  th e  
fo rw a rd  b o lla r d s .

“  S h u t y o u r  e n g in e s  o f f ,”  h e  sh o u te d  
to  th e  p ilo t . “  Q u ic k — s h u t  y o u r  e n g in e s  
o ff 1 ”

S y m e s  o b e y e d , a n d  fo r  a  m o m e n t  th e  
b ig  f ly in g -b o a t  s w u n g  id ly  to  th e  b r e e z e . 
T h e n  th e r e  c a m e  a  su d d e n  s h o u t  fr o m  
o n e  o f  th e  c r e w  in  th e  a f te r  c o c k p it .

S y m e s  tu rn ed  a f t  in  t im e  to  s e e  h is  
m e c h a n ic  d rag  a  G e rm a n  o fficer , w h o  
h a d  b een  w a sh e d  fr o m  th e  su p e r str u c tu r e  
o f  th e  d iv in g  s u b m a r in e , in to  th e  a f te r  
c o c k p it  o f  th e  f ly in g -b o a t .

“  H e ’s  o n ly  s l ig h t ly  w o u n d e d , s i r ,”  
th e  m e c h a n ic  s h o u te d .

N e x t  m o m e n t  th e  f ly in g -b o a t  je r k e d  
s u d d e n ly  fo rw a rd  a s ,  th e  su b m a r in e , 
h a v in g  ta k e n  u p  th e  s la c k  o f  th e  ro p e , 
b e g a n  to  to w  th e  a ir c r a ft , l ik e  a  d iv in g  
w h a le  to w in g  th e  h a r p o o n  w h a le r s .

T h e  C a n a d ia n  lo o k e d  w o rr ie d .
“  H o p e  sh e  d o n ’t  g o  to o  fa s t , o r  m y  

l i n e ’ll b r e a k ,”  h e  sh o u te d .
“  S h e c a n  o n ly  d o  a b o u t  tw o  k n o ts  

u n d e r  w a t e r ,”  S y m e s  s ta te d  w ith  a u t h o 
r ity , 44 a n d  s h e ’s  h a r d ly  d o in g  th a t  n o w .”
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“  N o ,”  a g r e e d  th e  C a n a d ia n , 14 b u t  
I th in k  w e ’d b e tte r  g e t  s o m e  h e lp , a ll  th a  
s a m e . S h e c a n ’t  s in k  u s , I k n o w , b u t  
th e n  w e  c a n ’t  s in k  h er  e i t h e r .”

“  U m p h  ! ”  a g r e e d  S y m e s . 44 W e ' l l  
s e e  a  tr a w le r  or s o m e th in g  p r e s e n t ly .  
W ill th e  ro p e  h o ld  ? ”

“ Y e s ,”  c a m e  th e  r ep ly . “ T h a t ’s  if  
s h e  d o e s n ’t  g o  m o r e  th a n  th r e e  k n o ts —  
or to w  u s  u n d e r  a n o th e r  s h ip .”

F o r  a  fe w  m o m e n ts  th e  tw o  m e n  
lo o k e d  a t  th e  to w  ro p e , a n d  r e a lise d  th a t  
i f  it  b r o k e  th e ir  c h a n c e  w o u ld  be lo s t .

“  S h e ’s  e a s in g  u p .”  T h e  C a n a d ia n  
p o in te d  in  th e  d ir e c t io n  o f  th e  su b m e r g e d  
su b m a r in e . 44 D a m m it , I th in k  s h e ’s  
s to p p e d .”

“  Y e s ,”  S y m e s  a g r e e d . 44 S h e ’s  
sto p p ed , a n d  w e ’re p lu m b  o v e r  h e r . 
D rop  th e  a n c h o r  o v e r  a n d  se e  if  y o u  c a n  
h o o k  o n  to  h e r  su p e r s tr u c tu r e .”

TH E  a n c h o r  w e n t  o v erb o a rd  w ith  a  
sp la sh  a n d  th e  c h a in  w a s  s m a r t ly  p a id  

o u t . T h e  b r e e z e  b e c a m e  s tr o n g e r  a n d  
th e  h u g e  f ly in g -b o a t  s w u n g  a n d  p u lled  
s tr o n g ly  o n  th e  to w  ro p e  a n d  c h a in ,  
in d ic a t in g  t h a t  th e  a n c h o r  h a d  g r ip p ed  
s o m e th in g .

44 I f s h e ’s  s to p p e d ,”  S y m e s  s ta te d ,  
44 s h e  m u s t  b e  o n  th e  b o tto m . A  su b 
m a r in e  c a n  o n ly  s to p  o n  th e  s u r fa c e  or  
o n  th e  b o tto m . A t  a n y  o th e r  d e p th  s h e  
m u st  h a v e  a  s m a ll  a m o u n t  o f  h e a d w a y  
to  w o r k  h er  h y d r o p la n e s .”

S u d d en ly , th e r e  w a s  a  g rea t s w ir l o n  
th e  w a te r  ; th e  c h a in  a n d  to w  ro p e je r k e d  
a h e a d . A  p e r isc o p e  a p p ea red , a n d  th e  
sw ir lin g  o f  th e  w a te r  in c r e a se d  t i l l  it  
b e c a m e  c h u r n e d  in to  w h ite  fo a m . T h e n  
th e  lo n g  th in  g r e y  su b m a r in e  b r o k e  
su r fa c e . W ith  h e r  s u r fa c e  e n g in e s  s h e  
w a s  a lr e a d y  d o in g  e ig h t  k n o ts . B u t  n o  
o n e  a p p ea red  o n  h e r  d e c k s .

W ith o u t  w a it in g  fo r  o rd ers, B il ly  
R o w le y  b r o u g h t  h is  m a c h in e -g u n  in to  
a c t io n  a n d  p o u red  a  s tr e a m  o f le a d  in to  
th e  c o n n in g - to w e r  a n d  p e r isc o p e s .

44 S to p  ! ”  sh o u te d  th e  p ilo t . 44 I t ’s  
n o  u s e  w a s t in g  a m m u n it io n , th a t  c o n n in g -  
to w e r ’s  b u lle t -p r o o f .”

44 O .K .,”  c a m e  th e  r e p ly . 44 B u t  s h e ’s  
s te e r in g  a  fu n n y  c o u r se . W e ’re p r e tty  
c lo se  to  th e  la n d  a n d  s h e ’s  s te e r in g



LINE-SHOOTER
s tr a ig h t  fo r  i t . ”

S u d d e n ly  th e  s u b m a r in e ’s  sp e e d  e a s e d .  
T h e  c h u r n in g  s e a  b e c a m e  v e r y  b r o w n , 
a n d  s lo w ly  s h e  c a m e  to  a  s to p . U -6 5  
w a s  a g r o u n d .

“  H i, w e ’r e  a g r o u n d  I ”  th e  C a n a d ia n  
sh o u te d .

“ Y e s .”  S y m e s  to o k  a  q u ic k  lo o k  a t  
h is  c h a r t . 11 O n a  sa n d b a n k , a n d  th e  
t id e  i s n ’t  h a l f  o u t  y e t .”

TH E  en d  w a s  n e a r . T h e  su r fa c e  N a v y  
a p p ea red  fr o m  n o w h e r e — tr a w le r s ,  

m o to r -b o a ts , d e s tr o y e r s , e t c . ,  b u t  th e y  
co u ld  o n ly  lo o k  o n  ; th e  w a te r  w a s  to o  
s h a l lo w  to  a p p r o a c h  n ea r e r  th a n  s h o u t in g  
d is ta n c e .

T h e  t id e  c o n t in u e d  to  eb b , a n d  v e r y
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TRACER BULLETS (Private T. Nolan, Stren- 
sall Camp, Yorks.). The first successful tracer 
bullets were produced in England early in 1916, 
using a mixture of one part magnesium to eight 
parts of barium peroxide. These bullets, officially 
known as the S.P.K. Mark 7 T, but more generally 
as the “ Sparklet,” were finally approved for issue 
to the R.F.C. in July, 1916, and thereafter were 
almost invariably used, in a proportion of one 
tracer to three ordinary bullets, in every Lewis 
drum and Vickers belt.
BUDGET (Colonel A. M. Zuloaga, Paris, 
France). The total British budget for military 
aeronautics for 1914 was £1,900,000, of which 
£1,000,000 was allocated to the R.F.C. and 
£900,000 to the R.N.A.S. The budget for the 
R.A.F. for 1937 was £88,588,600.
BAYS (L. Younger-Lee, Hoylake, Cheshire). 
The term “ bay ” as applied to an aeroplane means 
the space between two sets of interplane struts or 
between interplane struts and fuselage. Thus, 
both the Gloster Gauntlet and the De Havilland 
Moth are single-bay biplanes, whereas the Westland 
Wallace and the D.H. Dragon are two-bay types. 
FORM ATION STRENGTHS (S. B. Baron, 
Stony Stratford, Bucks.). The number of aircraft 
in a flight may vary from four to six, and the 
number of flights in a  squadron from two to three, 
according to the nature of the unit’s duties. Thus, 
R.A.F. fighter squadrons now comprise fourteen 
machines, whereas heavy bomber squadrons have 
only twelve. The largest R.A.F. squadron forma
tion is the eighteen ’planes of a general recon
naissance squadron, and the smallest the six 
machines of a flying-boat squadron. There is no 
fixed number of squadrons to an aerodrome, as

so o n  b o th  th e  s u b m a r in e  a n d  f ly in g -b o a t  
w e r e  le f t  s tr a n d e d  h ig h  a n d  d ry . T h e  
r e c e d in g  s e a  r e v e a le d  th a t  th e  su b m a r in e  
h a d  b e e n  p u t c o m p le te ly  o u t  o f  a c t io n .  
H er p e r isc o p e s  w e r e  sm a sh e d  a s  a  r e su lt  
o f th e  C a n a d ia n ’s s a lv o e s , a n d  h er  a fte r  
h y d r o p la n e  h a d  b e c o m e  ja m m e d , m a k in g  
it  im p o ss ib le  fo r  h e r  to  d iv e .

S u b m a r in e  U -6 5  h a d  n o  o p tio n  b u t to  
su r ren d er .

S o m e  h o u r s  la te r , F l ig h t  L ie u te n a n t  
R a w so n  S y m e s  m a d e  a  p e r fe c t  la n d in g  
o ff  th e  O ld  P ie r  a t  F e lix s to w e . T h e  tid e  
w a s  r ig h t , th e  w in d  w a s  r ig h t  to  ta x i  
e a s ily  in to  th e  s lip w a y , a n d  th e  su n  s h o n e  
— in  fa c t  F l ig h t  L ie u te n a n t  S y m e s  w a s  
a lm o s t  p rep a red  to  a d m it  th a t  th e  F .2 A .  
w a s  r e a l ly  “  q u ite  a  g o o d  o ld  b o a t— if  
y o u  h a n d le  h er  r ig h t  1 ”

this is purely a matter of administrative con
venience.
AIRCRAFT SPEEDS (P. J. Cutler, London, 
S.W.16). (1) The Boulton Paul Superstrand had a 
top speed of 190 m.p.h. at a height of 15,000 ft. 
The Blackburn Shark’s best speed is 152 m.p.h. at 
5,500 ft. (2) We cannot give you even an approxi
mate figure for the Fairey Battle’s bomb load, as 
this is a strict official secret.
DOPE (R. F. Smith, Finedon, Northants). The 
chemical formula for the various kinds of aero 
dope in use are much too complicated for home 
production, and most of them have to be prepared 
and applied at special temperatures. Any one of 
the several dope manufacturing companies would 
be willing to sell you the small quantity you require.
D .H .9 BOMB LOAD (R. Smith, London, S.W.). 
Bomb loads of D.H.9’s varied according to their 
objectives. Bombs used were 20-lb. Coopers, 60-lb. 
100-lb., 120-lb. and 250-lb. high explosive bombs, 
and a common load consisted of a rack of four 
Coopers for sighting and about 500 lb. of heavier 
bombs for the serious work. Bombs were carried 
in racks, under the wings, between fuselage and 
inner pair of interplane struts, and in those days 
were round, fat canisters with hemispherical 
noses, conical tails and four large fins.
TH E H .P . 43  (D. Guest, Pinner, Middlesex). 
The Handley Page Type 43 was a military version 
of the Type 42, or Heracles class of air liner. 
Intended for troop transport, it was fitted with 
three Bristol Pegasus engines, had a span of 
114 feet, a length of 78 feet 4 inches, and was 
23 feet 10 inches high. Only one H.P. 43 was built, 
as the type was not adopted by the R.A.F.
FURY GUNS (John Flood, Folkestone, Kent).
(1) The two fixed Vickers guns in a Hawker Fury 
are recessed, one on either side, into the top of the 
engine cowling and fire, by means of interrupt or 
gears, between the revolving blades of the airscrew.
(2) The Avro Anson reconnaissance monoplane 
has a top speed of 188 m.p.h. with wheels retracted.
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THE MODEL AIRCRAFT BOOK
By F. J. CAMM
Here is a book which the author himself describes as a second course in advanced model 
aircraft construction. It follows upon the success of his two earlier books— “  Model 
Aeroplanes and Airships ”  and “  Power-driven Model Aircraft,”  described below, and is 
necessitated by the very rapid development of aero-modelling in the last few months. 
The book gives full constructional details for really expert modellers and is intended for 
the use of the expert or really ambitious novice, although the actual wording of the text 
can be followed by a mere tyro, and the lavish illustrations on each page would enable 
anyone with a reasonable flair for handicrafts to proceed right away to the construction and 
assembly of a workmanlike scale model reproducing in its evolutions and appearance the 
latest types of British and foreign aircraft. The book contains 10 extensive and detailed 
chapters :

A  Petrol-driven Model Monoplane. A  Petrol-driven Model Biplane. Power Units 
for Model Aircraft. The 1935Wakefield CupW inner. A  Fuselage Model Biplane. 
A  Light-weight Duration Monoplane. A  Flapping-wing Model. Model Aeroplane 
Stability. Building Scale Models. Building a Primary Glider.

This volume is handsomely bound and printed on strong art paper. It Is as attractive to 
look at as a gift book as it is useful in the modern handyman's workshop,

3/6 net, or 4/- post free.

MODEL AEROPLANES and AIRSHIPS
By F. J. CAMM
With Special Chapters on Gliders, Helicopters, Wing-flapping Models, Kites and 
Full-size Gliding.
Everything the novice or expert wants to know clearly and lucidly set down by a man who 
is not only a theorist of repute but who has actually himself made and flown many thousands 
of models, and whose designs are known by model experts everywhere. The book traces 
the history of aero-modelling, deals with the first principles of flight, materials and designs 
and passes on to the actual construction, from the cutting of the air-screws to the final 
assembling of the fuselage and mounting of the “  engine.”  Stunt as well as straight models 
are dealt with— Helicopters and Wing-flapping machines. There are also valuable chapters 
on important accessories, such as apparatus for winding elastic motors. The book has also 
an introductory chapter on full size gliding and includes ample notes on the actual flying 
of all models. A  complete index makes it an immediate and handy reference for every 
handyman’s workshop. W ith over 120 illustrations, including photographs and diagrams. 
A Newnes Home Mechanic Book. I/-net, or 1/2 post free.

POWER DRIVEN MODEL AIRCRAFT
By F. J. CAMM
The growing interest in model aircraft propelled by some form of engine, such as compressed 
air, steam, or petrol has induced Mr. Camm to produce this volume, which Is supplementary 
to his “  Model Aeroplanes and Airships.”  He deals extensively with the older-fashioned 
rubber-driven type and although pointing out the disadvantages of this method of propulsion 
gives ample instructions for the construction of models employing it. He Is, however, 
more interested in the compressed air, steam and midget petrol engines which have been 
produced in recent years. These units are thoroughly reliable ana simple to make, and 
capable of propelling a model weighing up to 6 lbs. (the record stands at over 15 minutes 
flight, until, in fact, the petrol ran out). In every case he amplifies his carefully detailed text 
with constructional diagrams and where possible with photographs of models constructed 
by himself, on the workshop bench and in flight. The book consists of 96 pages, fully packed 
with up-to-date information for all aero-modellers and including over 130 illustrations.
A Newnes Home Mechanic Book. I/• net, or 1/2 post free.

GEORGE NEWNES LIMITED
Tow er House, Southampton Street, Strand, W .C .2
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B Y  T H E

EDITOR

Editorial Offices: Tower House, Southampton Street, Strand, London, W.C.2.

ST A R T IN G  w ith  n e x t m o n t h ’s  is su e ,  
A IR  S T O R IE S  is  to  b e en la r g e d , a n d  
its  p r ic e  ra ise d  to  9d . a  c o p y .

T h e  in c r e a se  in  p r ice  is  b e in g  m a d e  
w ith  g r e a t r e lu c ta n c e , b u t th e  r e c e n t  
rap id  r ise  in  th e  c o s t  o f  p ap er  su p p lie s—  
n e a r ly  5 0  p er  c e n t , in  th e  p a st  s ix  
m o n th s — h a s  so  in cr ea sed  p ro d u ctio n  
c o s ts  as to  m a k e  th e  s tep  u n a v o id a b le .  
A t th e  sa fn e  t im e , th e  e x tra  2d . p er  c o p y  
w ill ,  b y  a s m a ll  m a r g in , m o r e  th a n  c o v e r  
th e  in c r e a se d  p ro d u ctio n  c o s t s . T h is  
d iffere n c e  is  to o  s m a ll to  a llo w  o f  a  lo w e r  
s e ll in g  p r ice  th a n  9 d .— a m a g a z in e  s e l l in g  
a t 8 jd . or  8 j d .  w o u ld  b e u n w e lc o m e  b o th  
to  rea d ers  a n d  to  n e w sa g e n ts — b u t, in  
b u lk , it  w il l  e n a b le  u s  a p p r e c ia b ly  to  
en la r g e  th e  m a g a z in e  a n d  to  e f fe c t  a 
n u m b er  o f  th o se  im p r o v e m e n ts  w h ic h  
w e  h a v e  h a d  in  m in d  for s o m e  t im e  p a st , 
b u t w h o s e  e x p e n se  w e  h a v e  h ith e r to  b een  
u n a b le  to  ju s t i fy .

T h e  s m a ll  su r p lu s  a r is in g  fr o m  th e  
in cr ea sed  s e ll in g  p rice  w ill , th e r e fo r e , b e  
retu rn ed  to  th e  rea d er  in  th e  fo r m  o f  a n  
e n la r g ed  a n d  im p ro v ed  m a g a z in e , a n d , 
th o u g h  w e  r e a lis e  th a t  th e  in c r e a se  in  
p rice  w ill b e  a  d isa p p o in tm e n t to  m a n y ,  
w e  fee l co n fid e n t th a t  a ll o u r  rea d er s  w il l  
a p p rec ia te  o u r  fr a n k  e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e  
p o s it io n  a n d  w ill  c o n t in u e  to  su p p o rt t h e  
m a g a z in e  a s  lo y a lly  a s  th e y  h a v e  a lw a y s  
d o n e  in  th e  p a st . A n d  th e y  m a y  be su r e  
th a t  ju s t  a s  s o o n  a s  th e  c o s t  o f  p ap er  
re tu rn s  to  it s  n o rm a l le v e l so  w ill th e  
p rice o f  A I R  S T O R IE S  a t o n c e  b e  r ed u ced  
to  it s  o r ig in a l fig u re .

T w o  M o d e ls  in  O n e  I s s u e
A N D  n o w  for so m e  in d ic a t io n  o f  w h a t  

rea d er s  o f  th e  n e w  A I R  S T O R IE S  a re  
g o in g  to  g e t  fo r  th e ir  e x tr a  tw o  p e n c e  a  
m o n th .

In  th e  first p la c e , th e  g r e a te r  n u m b er  
o f  p a g e s  w ill  a llo w  o f p r in t in g  m o r e  a n d  
lo n g e r  s to r ie s  a n d  a r t ic le s , a n d  e a c h  is su e  
w ill c o n ta in  a t  le a s t  n in e  o r  te n  sep a ra te  
fe a tu r e s  o f  fa c t  or f ic tio n , in  a d d itio n  to  
a ll th e  u su a l sp e c ia l s e c t io n s  s u c h  a s  th e  
“  H e r e ’s  th e  A n s w e r ,”  “  C o n ta c t ”  a n d  
B o o k  R e v ie w s  c o lu m n s . I llu s tr a t io n s , 
a n d  s p e c ia l s k e tc h e s  su c h  a s  th e  “  B u ll
d o g  B re ed  ”  p a g e  in  th is  is su e , w il l  b e  
m o r e  fr e q u e n t th a n  h ith e r to , a n d  m o d e l 
a ir c r a ft  e n th u s ia s ts  w il l  b e  p lea sed  to  
le a rn  o f  a n  im p o r ta n t im p r o v e m e n t in  
th e ir  s e c t io n  o f  th e  m a g a z in e , b y  w h ic h  
tw o  fa m o u s  ty p e s  o f  a ir c r a ft— a  G reat 
W a r m a c h in e  a n d  a  m o d e r n  w a r p la n e —  
w ill b e  fe a tu r e d  to g e th e r  in  e a c h  is su e  
h e r e a fte r .

So m u c h  fo r  g e n e r a lit ie s . N o w  for  
d e ta ils  o f  th e  c o n te n ts  o f  t h e  n e x t  is su e  
o f A I R  S T O R IE S , th e  first to  b e  p u b 
lish e d  a t  th e  n e w  p rice.

A n  o u ts ta n d in g  fe a tu r e  w il l  b e  a  lo n g  
c o m p le te  s to r y  o f  a n  a ir  w a r  o v e r  E n g la n d  
a s  i t  m ig h t  b e  w a g e d  to -m o r r o w . T h e  
t im e  is  1 9 3 8 , a n d  th e  a u th o r , M r. J .  H . 
S ta ffo rd , w h o s e  th r illin g  s to r ie s  o f  th e  
R .A .F . in  a c t io n  o n  th e  N o r th -W e st  
F r o n tie r  h a v e  m a d e  h im  o n e  o f  A IR  
S T O R IE S ’ m o s t  p o p u la r  w r ite r s . Mr. 
S ta ffo rd  is  a  fo rm er  m e m b e r  o f  th e  R o y a l
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AIR STORtES
A ir  F o r c e , a n d  in  th is  v iv id  ta le  o f  E n g 
la n d ’s  in v a s io n  fr o m  th e  a ir  h e  d ra w s o n  
h is  e x p er t k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  S erv ice  to  
p a in t  a  r e a lis t ic  a n d  v a s t ly  e x c it in g  
p ic tu r e  o f  th e  R .A .F . o f  to -d a y  in  a c t io n ,  
u s in g  a ll th e  la te s t  w e a p o n s  o f m o d ern  
a e r ia l w a rfa re .

A n o th e r  g r e a t  e v e n t  in  th e  sa m e  is su e  
is  th e  re tu rn  o f  “ A r m o u r e r  S e r g e a n t ,”  
a u th o r  o f  th o s e  tw o  f in e  a r t ic le s , * ‘ G u n s  
o f  th e  W a r  D a y s  ’ ’ a n d  ‘ ‘ A ir  G u n s o f  
T o - D a y .”  T h is  t im e  h e  d ea ls  w ith  th e  
v a r ie ty  o f  b o m b s u se d  b y  a ir c r a ft  d u r in g  
th e  G reat W a r , a n d  h is  a u th o r ita t iv e  
a c c o u n t  o f  th e  e v o lu t io n  o f  a ir  b o m b in g  
fr o m  1 9 1 4  to  1 9 1 8 , a n d  o f  th e  ty p e s  a n d  
s tr u c tu r e  o f  th e  m a n y  k in d s  o f  b o m b s  
u se d  b y  b o th  th e  A ll ie s  a n d  b y  G e rm a n y , 
m a k e s  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  in fo r m a tiv e  a n d  
in te r e s t in g  a r t ic le s  w e  h a v e  e v e r  p u b 
lish e d .

A n o th e r  “ to p p -lin e r  ”  is  “ T h e  A c e  o f  
T w is te r s ,”  b y  W ilfr id  T r e m e lle n , a  g r e a t  
lo n g  a d v e n tu r e  o f  th e  fa m o u s  T h ree  
S q u a d ro n s . T h e  T h r e e  S q u a d ro n s v ie  
w ith  th e  C offin  C rew  a s  th e  m o s t  p o p u la r  
in s t itu t io n  y e t  c r e a te d  b y  a n  A I R  
S T O R IE S  a u th o r , a n d  th e  u n u s u a l th e m e  
o f th is  p a r tic u la r  a d v e n tu r e  m a k e s  it  o n e  
th a t  w il l  lo n g  b e r e m e m b e r e d .

A War Story by an R.F.C. Ace
T H E  s a m e  is s u e  w il l  a lso  in tr o d u c e  to  

rea d er s  o f  A IR  S T O R IE S  a  fa m o u s  
B r itish  “ a c e ,”  v ic to r  in  m o r e  th a n  
tw e n ty  d e c is iv e  a e r ia l c o m b a ts  a n d  h o ld er  
o f  h ig h  a w a rd s  fo r  g a lla n tr y  in  a c t io n .  
M o d e stly  h e  p re fer s  to  c o n c e a l h is  fa m e  
u n d e r  th e  p e n -n a m e  o f “  O .P . F la n d e r s ,”  
b u t h is  g r ip p in g  s to r y  o f  a  B r isto l F ig h te r  
sq u a d ro n  in  a c t io n  o n  th e  W e s te r n  F r o n t  
is  a lo n e  e n o u g h  to  la b e l h im  a s  a  v e te r a n  
w a r -f lie r , a n d  a s  a  w r ite r  o f  e x c e p tio n a l  
b r illia n c e .

Y et a n o th e r  s p e c ia l a ttr a c t io n  in  th e  
s a m e  is s u e  w ill  b e  a n  a d v e n tu r e  o f  t h e  
F le e t  A ir  A rm , c o n tr ib u te d  b y  th a t  c o m 
p e te n t  h is to r ia n  o f  th e  R .A .F . a f lo a t ,  
L ie u te n a n t-C o m m a n d e r  M . O . W . M iller , 
a u th o r  o f  “  D ’s  fo r  D a v id  ”  in  th is  is s u e .  
T h e r e  a r e  o th er  su r p r ise s , e q u a lly  a s  g o o d , 
in  th e  M arch  n u m b e r , a n d , in  p a r tic u la r , 
fu ll  d e ta ils  a n d  d r a w in g s  fo r  th e  c o n 

s tr u c t io n  o f  a c c u r a te  s c a le  m o d e ls  o f  tw o  
fa m o u s  w a r -b ir d s  o f  y e s te r d a y  a n d  to -d a y ,  
th e  C am el a n d  th e  H a w k e r  F u ry  II.

E v e n  th is  b y  n o  m e a n s  e x h a u sts  th e  
fu ll l is t  o f  c o n te n ts  o f  th e  M arch  Issu e, 
b u t it  m a y  a t  le a s t  su ffic e  to  s h o w  th a t  
t h e  n e w  a n d  e n la r g e d  A IR  S T O R IE S  is  
g o in g  to  b e w e ll  w o r th  th e  e x tr a  fo u r  
h a lfp e n n ie s  th a t  it  w il l  c o s t  in  fu tu r e .

S u b se q u e n t is s u e s  w il l  fu lly  m a in ta in  
th e  s a m e  h ig h  s ta n d a r d  o f  in te r e s t , a n d , 
g iv e n  th e  c o n t in u e d  g o o d w ill o f  o u r  
rea d er s , w il l  s u r e ly  e s ta b lish  A I R  
S T O R IE S  m o r e  f ir m ly  th a n  e v er  a s  th e  
w o r ld ’s  g r e a te s t  a ir  m a g a z in e  o f  fa c t  an d  
f ic t io n .

Flying with the Fleet
IN  th e  p r e se n t is s u e  w e  w e lc o m e  to  th e  

d is t in g u ish e d  c o m p a n y  o f  A IR  S T O R IE S ’ 
c o n tr ib u to r s  a n  a u th o r  w h o  w r ite s  o f  th e  
F le e t  A ir  A r m  w ith  th e  a u th o r ity  o f  
e x te n s iv e  p e r so n a l e x p e r ie n c e  o f  b o th  th e  
R o y a l N a v y  a n d  th e  R o y a l A ir  F o r ce .

L ie u te n a n t-C o m m a n d e r  M . O . W .  
M iller , a u th o r  o f  “ D ’s fo r  D a v id ,”  in  th is  
is s u e , first w e n t  to  s e a  in  1 9 2 3  a s  a  m id 
s h ip m a n  in  H .M .S . “  R e p u lse  ”  a n d  
m a d e  a  w o r ld  c r u ise  w ith  th e  S p ec ia l  
S e r v ic e  S q u a d ro n . A s  a  s u b - l ie u te n a n t  
h e  serv ed  fo r  tw o  a n d  h a lf  y e a r s  a s  
n a v ig a to r  o f  a  d estro y er , a n d  th e n ,  
s p e c ia lis in g  a s  a n  o b se rv er , w a s  a p 
p o in te d  to  H .M . A ir c r a ft  C arrier “  G lo r i
o u s  ”  in  1 9 3 0 . T h e  res t  o f  h is  se r v ic e  
w a s  sp e n t in  th e  M ed iterra n ea n , th r e e  
y e a r s  in  th e  “  G lo r io u s ,”  f ly in g  in  R ip o n s  
a n d  th o se  fa m o u s  v e te r a n s , th e  F a ir e y  
3 F ’ s , a n d  a  y e a r  in  H .M .S . “  D e v o n sh ir e  ”  
a s  o b se rv er  o f  a  3 F  w h ic h  w a s  la u n c h e d  
b y  c a ta p u lt .

H is  s to r y  th is  m o n th  w ill  g iv e  m a n y  
r ea d er s  th e ir  fir st in s ig h t  in to  t h e  g r e a t  
d iffere n c e  th a t  e x is ts  b e tw e e n  o v e r la n d  
f ly in g  a n d  f ly in g  o v e r  th e  s e a  fr o m  a  
m o v in g  b a se  w ith  o n ly  w ir e le s s  a n d  th e  
n a v ig a to r ’s  s k i l l  to  s a v e  e a c h  f lig h t  fr o m  
a  w a te r y  e n d .

C o m m a n d er  M iller  h a s  th e  k n a c k  o f  
w r it in g  a  s to r y  th a t  i s  b o th  e x c it in g  
a n d  in fo r m a tiv e , a n d  h is  y a r n s  o f  th e  
F le e t  A ir  A r m  a r e  h e n c e fo r th  lik e ly  to  b e  
in  s tr o n g  d e m a n d  a m o n g  r e a d e r s  o f  
A I R  S T O R IE S .
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FREE SERVICE 
FOR READERS

R EADERS requiring inform a
tion concerning goods or 

services advertised in A IR  STORIES 
should give nam es o f  Advertisers 
from whom  particulars are desired. 
Any number o f nam es may be 
included and we will obtain for you  
catalogues, lists, and any other 
information you may be wanting. 
THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR 
THIS SERVICE.

R e ad e rs desirin g p a rticu la rs  fr o m  a  n u m b e r o f  

A d v e rtise rs  w ill, b y  th is m e th o d , s a v e  tim e  a n d  

p o sta ge . H a lfp e n n y  sta m p  o n ly  is required i f  y o u r  

e n ve lo p e  is  le ft  u n se ale d . I f  a n y  A d v e r tis e r  stip u late s  

th a t sta m p s or p o sta l orders a r e  n e ce ssary  b efo re  

sa m p le s o r  c a ta lo g u e s a re  sen t, p le a se  e n clo se  th e  

n ecessary a m o u n t w ith  y o u r  in stru ctio n s. Y o u  are  

co rd ia lly  in vite d  to m a k e  fu ll u se o f  th is S ervice.

Post this to

ADVERT.SERVIGE DEPT.,
A IR  S T O R IE S ,

8-11 SO U TH A M PTO N  S TR EET , 
STR A N D , W .C.2

Please obtain and send to me 
particulars from the Advertisers in 
your February issue whose names 
I  give on list attached.
Advertiser Page No. Information Required

Attach sheet of paper, with par
ticulars., and your name and address 
(written in BLOCK letters), with 
date, to this announcement.

STORIES OF THE AIR
By CAPT. W . E. JOHNS

Sky High . . . .  2/6
Steeley Flies Aga in  . 3/6
M urde r by A ir  . . 3/6

GEORGE NEWNES LTD. 
TOWER HOUSE, SOUTHAMPTON STREET, 

STRAND, W .C .2

The original and the most popular 
I/72nd scale model 

CONSTRUCTIONAL AEROPLANES
ENTIRELY

BRITISH PRODUCTION
Perfect replicas of their prototypes

There are over 10,000 SKYBIRD MODELLERS 
registered in the SKYBIRD LEAGUE and a 
still greater number who enjoy SKYBIRD 
MODELLING. If you are interested write 
for FREE Illustrated Leaflet and Price List :

“ SKYBIRDS ” (Desk A.S.),
3 Aldermanbury Avenue, London, E.C.2

Engineers’ Guide
For a well-paid post study at home with The T.I.G.B. W rite 
NOW  for this great Guide containing world’s widest choice 
of engineering courses—covering 
all branches—and which alone gives 
the Regulations for Qualifications, 
such as A.F.R.Ae.S., A.M .I.Ae.E.,
A.M .I.M ech.E., A .M .I.E .E ., etc.
Successful Training Guaranteed.

The Technological Institute.
125 Temple Bar House 

London, E.C.4
(Founded I9I7. 20,000

1

W EBLEY a i r  p i s t o l s
M a r v e l l o u s l y  

a c c u r a t e  f o r  
t a r g e t  p r a c t i c e .

No license required to purchase.
S e n i o r  4 5 / - ,  M a r k  1  3 2 / 6 ,

J u n i o r  2 1 / - ,  W e b l e y  A i r  R i f l e '9 5 / -
W rite  fo r  L ist. W ebley  Sc Sc o t t  L t d . ,  
101 W ka m an  St r e e t ,  B ir m in g h a m ,  E ng .

ALL ADVERTISEMENTS FOR “ AIR STORIES ” sh o u ld  be a d d ressed  to  Advertisement Department, 
George Newnes Ltd., Tower House, Southampton Street, Strand, London, W.C.2. Telephone : Temple Bar 4363.
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“Give MeYour Measure and Til Prove

r  CHEST 
NATURAL

TH1CH

CALF

HEIGHT

WEIGHT

CHARLES ATLAS z g g s
I want proof that your system of Dynamic Tension 
will make a New Man of me. Send me your book, 
“  Everlasting Health and Strength,”  FREE.

NAME..
(Please print or write plainly) 

ADDRESS ................................... .

GAINED 18 LBS.
“ My chest has improved beyond all expectations, as 

have my arms, and I have gained 18 lbs. in weight."—  
R. G. YV., Chelmsford.

CONSTIPATION OVERCOME
“  Most delighted with results after 3 weeks. Am putting 

on weight and constipation overcome, and in every way I 
feel better.” — YV. B ., Rotherham. ........................

in the First 7 Days 
You Can Have a Body Like Mine!”

f o r e a r m

1 4 Zi IN .

T ’LL give you PROOF in J days that I 
A can turn you, too, into a man of might 
and muscle. Just think of i t !  Right in 
the first week under my guidance you will 
see and feel the improvement! Then as 
my .weekly instructions arrive in your 
home you continue to rebuild, renew and 
“  overhaul”  your body. B y the end of 
three months you are the owner of a 
powerful body that-you will be proud 
to display anywhere, anytime !
People will notice the ruddy 
glow of your health 
in your face, the 
sparkle in y o u r  
clear eyes, your 
broad shoulders, 
and they will seek 
y o u r  company.
You will be the 
fellow who will 
walk off with the 
prettiest girl and 
the best job, while 
the others wonder 
how you. did i t !

I’ve No Use for 
Apparatus

I haven’t any need for apparatus that 
may strain j^our heart and other vital 
organs. I don’ t dose or doctor you. 
Dynamic Tension is all I need. It ’s the 
natural tested method for developing 
real men inside and out. It distributes 
added pounds of powerful muscles over 
your body, gets rid of surplus fat and 
gives you the vitality, strength and pep 
that win you the admiration of every 
woman and the respect of any man. j

Are you underweight ? I ’ll add pounds j 
where they are needed. Are you fat in j' 
spots? I’ll show you how to pare down 1 
to fighting trim.' And with the big J 
muscles and powerful, evenly-develop- j 
ed body that my method so quickly J 
gives you, I’ll also give you through-1 
and-through health— health that digs 
down into your system and banishes ] 
such things as constipation, pimples, 
bad breath arid the hundred-and-onej 
similar conditions that rob you of ^ 
the good times and the 
good things of life.

A

neck

1 7  IN

1 t I N . j  M

11 3  STOKE

Charles Atlas, holder of the title, “ The 
YY'orld’s Most Perfectly Developed Man,” 
as he is to-day. Not a studio picture, but 

an actual untouched snapshot.

N O T E :  No
other Physical 
Culture In
structor in the 
W o r l d  h a s  
ever D A R E D  

make such an 
offer!

[kU
48 Page Book

FREE
It tells you all about mv 

DYNAM IC TENSION method 
and what it has done to make 
big-muscled men out of run-down 
specimens. It shows you, from 
actual photos, how I develop my 
pupils to the same perfectly 
balanced proportions of m y own 

I physique. What my system did 
I for me and these hundreds of 
I others it can do for you, too. 
I Don’t keep on being only half of 
I the man you CAN be ! Find out 
I what I can do for you. Where 
I shall I send your copy of “  Ever- 
Ilasting Health and Strength” ? 
| Put your name and address on 

the coupon, and post it to day. 
Charles Atlas, -Dept. 9/B, 
40 Chandos Street, London, 
. W . C 2 .
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